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PREFACE. 


Ib. prtrpamg this -rrork, after I hid mitten the 
account, of FJoiida, which, as a sporting country, 
had Dover been fully desoribed, and was to occupy 
the principal jcirt of my a.ttention, and when I oiiinc 
to Uio second division, that relating to tbo game¬ 
birds of our waTpftrs and coasts generally, I found so 
much in a book on a kindred sut^oot, wliich I liad 
wiitten years ago, that I couclnded I could do no 
letter than quote from it freely. Tho dirootiona 
thcithn given are as eorrook now .as tlien, tho iu- 
formation os well founded, and I hope the i-eader 
will dud the stories of sporting excursions as 
interesting. 

My main puiqoose is to cal! the attention of my 
brother sportsmen to that paxadiso of tho devotee 
of the rod and gun, the Sonthem Peninsula of our 
Atlantic Stjites. Qame is disappeaxiug li-oni our 
homo country; woodcock and mfCcd grouse hare 
almost been exterminated; ducks are less plentiful; 
bay snipe now make many of tlieir flights directly 
at sea without passing over the land; and if we are 
to obluiu satisfactory shooting, we must go some 
distance for it. Mimy per-sona who are fond of out¬ 
door life cannot stand exposure to cold weather, and 
still more, to keep up their interest, must have the 
chance of making a larger bag than they can count 
on at tbo FTorth. Yachtsmen are in tiie habit of 
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laying up thedr ci'aft during the best sttUion of the 
year for the enjoyment oE sailing. They hare 
looked upon, the Son1h cither as an uninteresting or 
a dangerous counti'y, a land merely of alligator’s or 
of hurricane They "will he o« surprised as pleased 
to loanr that there is no better sailing ground, and 
that Iho Southern 'vroters in winter nro as safe as 
■Northern -waterB in snmmor; so much so tliat small 
vessels and open boats have briired their tenors, 
while their sporting advantages are not to ho sur¬ 
passed, if they axe to be eq.uallod, by any in the 
world. 

"Whilo not ahwdnloly the pioneer in this explora¬ 
tion, I happen to bo noai’ly so, fox no completed 
work or continued record has been published which 
covoi-s the ground described, or conveys the infor¬ 
mation contained in these pages. No more de¬ 
lightful excursion can he conceived tlian that to 
[Florida during the winter, and no man can so 
thoroiighly enjoy it as the yachtsman. Thousands 
of tourists liJiYo been going there for years, and 
their number is augmenting evoiy season. But 
such pensons merely rummage a country; they do 
not possesi it; they rush along oght-seeing and 
onriosity-purchasiug. Lot the sporteman or the 
invalid go to remain during the inclement winter 
weather, and they will never regret the excursion. 


The Aeihoh. 
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FLORIDA. 


CHAPTER T. 

THE IKLAND PASSAGE. 

Floridik—eo named by its discoverers from the 
abTmdtmce> boatity and fragrance of its fiy^Tcrs. 
The Lwid of FloirerB—what a beauciful seiiiimont. 
Alas, it "was never called anything of the sort. 
Land happening to be first seen by the bravo and 
sturdy ■warrior bnt not imaginative linguist, .Tuan 
Ponce deLeon, on Pulnr Sunday, his discovery was 
oallofl, with due and Oatliolio rovorcuco, after the 
day and not after any abundance of flowera, which 
were probably not abnndant on tho sand spit where 
he planted his intmsLvo fcofc. But no mattoi: about 
the origin of the term, the epithet i» wore than 
jnstified, and the Peninsular State is not only glori- 
onain tlio endless beauty and variety of its flowers 

_till in good old English it might lie termed one 

huge nosegay—^bat it is magnificent in the grandeur 
and originality of its foliage. The jessaiuitie climbs 
above the deep s'wampe and lights up their darkness 
with its yellow stars; the magnolia towers iu the 
open upland a pyramid of vestal splendor; the ool>- 
bage iMilmctto waves its huge fan-shaped leaves, 
seven feet long, like great green hands, and tlie 
moss bangs and sways »vnd eovei-s tho l»are limbs 
■with its ragged clothing. 

To the rough, praolical Horthem mind, Plorlda 
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is a land of dreams, a strange coontry- full of sur- 
piisee, an intangible sort of a place, where at first 
nothing is bolioTed to be real and ■where finallj eyery- 
thing is considered to be possible. When the nsitor 
first arriyes he onnuot bo con'rinood that the oows 
feed •under watei' j before he leaves he is ■willing to 
concede that alligators may live ou chestnuts. Tlie 
animals and birds aro as queer and unnatural as the 
herbage, or ns a diinate •whioli furnishes etrawber- 
i-ies, green peas, shad, and roses at Christmas. 
There is the Limpldn, the pursuit of which reminds 
one of hunting the Siiark. You aro in continual 
terror of catching the Boojuin. It is a bird about 
the size of a fish-hnwk, bnt it roars like u lion and 
screeches like a wild-cat, although it ooeaaionally 
whistles like a canary. It bos a bill like that of 
a curlew, adapted to probing in the suiid, and yet it 
sits on trees os though it -were a 'woodiKcker. It is 
conversatiorml and' talks to yon in a friendly -way 
during daytime, but at night it Iiarrows up your 
soul and makes your blood run cold witli thefourful 
noises it uttei^s. If yon hear- auy chamiing note or 
awful sound, any pretty song or terrifying scream, 
and ad: a native iloridian, "with pleased or ti-em- 
bling tongue, •‘‘‘What is that ?” he will calmly an¬ 
swer, “'Eiat? that is a Limpldn.” There are no 
dangerous animals in. Florida, only a few of Ere’e 
old enemies, and the spoitsinan is safer in the 'wwfe 
at night under -the moes-covered trees and on his 
moss-constructed mattxess than in his bod in tho 
family mansion on Fifth avenuo. If he heare^ny 
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uneartMj' uoisos, auy soul-CTirdluig shrieks, ho can 
turn to sleep again with the comfortable assui^nce 
•■‘that it is only a Ldmpkin.” 

To the sportsnran it is needless to say that Florida, 
when properly, investigated, is a Paradise. Birds 
and tlsh and game are only too plentiful, till it has 
become a land of shamefid slaughter'. The brute 
with a gun. slays the less brutish, animal for the mere 
pleasure of murder when he cannot got, much less 
use, what he kills, till on most of the pleasure 
steamers shooting has been iirohibited ; while the 
idiot with tlie rod fills his heat with splendid fish 
that rot in the hot sun and have to bo thrown back, 
putrefying, into the water from which his uudUci- 
plined p^iou hauled tbein. Sportsman should not 
come to this hind of promise and performance unless 
tliey can control their instincts, foi* fear that they 
shonhl degenerate into more killers. In truth, the 
excess of abuudanco takes uway the keener zesi; of 
8i>oi't, which is largely due to tlic difficulties tliat 
surround sneccss. But for the ordinary inhabitant 
nf the rugged North, the quaintiiess of tliis border 
land of the equator has on immeose ohai-m, while to 
the invalid the pure, dry, warm air of both winter 
and summer brings balm and. health. The feeble 
aud sickly, especially tiie consumptive, should seek 
Florida, for to them it offers the fabled springs of 
perennial youth, which Ponce de Tjeon sought more 
coarsely in vtuu. To the seeker after amosemont, 
to the man and woman of leisure, who wish to im¬ 
prove as well as enjoy themselves, it is a very wonder- 
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laad ol deliglit. It has a fltoi-e of noreltice wbioh 
are absolutely exhaastlesa, and tracts of iuteiest- 
ing pountfry whict, -while perfectly accessible, have 
never ev^ been explored. 

To enjoy inorida> however, one must seek it 
aright. If the visitor follows the beateti ti-ack, ha 
■will sec the beaten things—well beaten hy many 
vulgar footsteps. If he takes the sfccamoi-s and. 
lives at tbo hotels, he -will make quick trips and 
have good acoommodations. If he wants ovi^nality 
ho mnst pumo original tnothods. There are many 
■ways of reaching this floral Bl Dorado—the ocean 
steiunor will carry you to Savannuli, whonoo tlio 
steamboat will transport you through byways and 
insido cuts to Jacksonville, or the railroad will drag 
and hurl you through dust and dirt by day and night 
at headlong pace from ibe St. Lawrence to tlio Gulf. 
But if you want to enjoy Florida, if you want to go 
where no man has gone, and see.-wliat no cyo has seen, 
and handle what no hand has touched, thon go thei-e 
in a yacht—in a yacht, just as small and of os 
light draft of water- as will accommodate comfortably 
the party, that must be' comijosed of individunls 
snificienriy accustomed to one another to be siu-e. 
they can live together for tliree months without 
quarrelling.' Then, indeed, will yo n learn wliat Flor¬ 
ida is, will possess its charms in olose cinhiuce and 
liove etpericnces and pleasures ndvor to ho forgotten 
and not otherwise to he obtained. How is this to be 
done, you may ask, and the purpose of this chapter 
is to tdl you exactly how. 
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A -wealthy magnate may go iu a big yaoht to Florida, 
give good dinners aboard and live in grandeur and 
luiiiry, and lie -will 9C0 about as much—not quite— 
as if he had left fais yacht at home ; or the liasiy- 
jdabu-of-eotip man may take a little stcuni launch 
aad stave her in on the first snag or opfcor rock ho 
nuis her against. But if tlie traveller and his 
friends hire nr buy a lighb-drauglit sailing vessel, 
they -will i-eguiro more time, bat they can go almost 
everywhere and sec absolutely evorythiug. It was 
jnet. such a vessel that I bad built for use in the shoal 
Great South Bay of Long Island—a sharpie, to give 
ita nautical appellation—of sixty feet length and 
fifteen beam, witJi two stute-roonis, a cabin luvving 
four comfortable berths and over six feet hend-room, 
and a cuddy for the men and for cooking, although 
we had an auxiliniy cook atovo in the cabin. This 
vessel wsiB intendeil to carry six liussengei-s and two 
men; but boats of seventeen feet length and a cafcv 
msiruu linve safely made the passage to tie Sfc. John’s 
River and arc there novr. so that amucli smaller 
eitift would do. The advantage of the sharpie style 
of construction -was tliat tlie yacht only drew two 
foot of water, and as I proposed to nm entirely by 
chart, and not to use the services of a pilot, lliis was 
an inestimable aclvanttige. We could havo braved 
tbe battle and tlje breeze of the Atlantic and gone 
outsicle all tire way, but those -who know mcust of the 
ocean care least to have to do with it. unless eqnipiMd 
on the most thorough basis to mieounter its buffets. 
As an old sea capt^n said to me :—“ ‘When I go to 
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pea I want to go iu a steamer, and tlie biggest and 
3U-ongest steamor at that.” Moreover, the inaido 
route is much the more mterostiiig ; there is nothing 
Tfii-y novel about the sea but the danger of it, 
Tvhoreas the bays, creeks, wmals and rivers furnish 
a fresh and continually changing panorama. There 
IB nfroquont onoounter with strange people, with 
vessels of cinccr rigs and builds, an alternation of 
Boeuoi'j, the un-ival at and departure from cities, tJ:e 
obiincR to occasion idly kill a bird or catch a mess of 
flgh.—FoniBthing new hax>peuing ovory-day. At sea 
there is tlie ocean—a groat deal of ocean—and 
nothing cIro. 

There exists a complete inside route from iUew 
York to the St. Jolin's Biver, with the exception of 
about a hundred miles south of Beaufort, IS'orth 
Cwohna, and on tins stretch there are many acces¬ 
sible inlets only a fow miles apart, eo that no Teasel 
need be eimght out overnight or onn fail to make a 
sirfe harbor in ouse of necessity. The charte arc 
nesirly complete and enable a person of oi'dinnry in¬ 
telligence, in a vessel drawing not over four feet of 
water, to ho entirely independent of 2 >ilcts. The 
lighter the draught, however, the better, and I 
should not advise the nae of any boat which requicos 
more than tlu-ee feet to float in, two feet hoing 
greatly preforablo. 

Do not start for the South before the first day of 
Kovember unless yon wish to encounter a multi¬ 
plicity, variety and intensity of fever that would l>o 
the delicht of the medical jirofession. Dntil frost 
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oumss. there is waiting for you a ehoioo 'bctwcou 
(o\'er' and ague, intonnittoat, reniitteiit, tj'i)hoid, 
putrid, break-bone, yellow, and ^it)igu$ foroi's, each 
of which, when yon baTO it, seoma a little wor«i than 
all the others \mtil you haro one of them also, au 
event wluch is very likely to happen, wiicu you dis¬ 
cover that yonr first oonolusions were erroueous. 
Then before you start got good and i-oady. Look 
over your fishing tackle; be sore you have oar- 
tvidgee enough, and load them all with powder, but 
not shot, so as to aroid unpleasant exi)losloiis. TTse 
your five hundred pounds of shot for ballast. 

Lay in a tub of Northern butter and some whi te 
potatoes, bub do not imagine you arc going to a 
iimd of bnrharisu). You can get better hams, bet¬ 
ter hard-tock, and as good and cheap cauned goods 
in Norfolk us you euu in New York. Prcsli eggs 
arc to be bad everywhere, turkeys and oluckens are 
fair, and are sold in market cleaaad, aud if Southern 
beef is tough it has a peculiar game duvor which U 
very (^•oonble. Take in a good supply of coal; use 
it tor ballast if there is no other’ place to ntow it, 
for you may get fr02en in during a wild spell, aud 
will surely want plenty of extraneous wurmth l>e- 
foi-e you reach the "Sunny South.” Then when 
y(ni are ready, sail up Raritan Bay, get a tow 
through the Raritoa and Delaware Bay Canal, and 
even uci-oss to Delaware City if yon please, and so 
across to the Ohesapeake Bay, where your journey 
may be said really to commence, for thenceforth 
you will have to rely on your sails and your braiua, 
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70ur motdTO power nntl your cliai-is. Tlxero are 
vory thorougli aud complete cliai'ts of the Ohesa- 
peo^e, eix in number, oaixylng you tlie entire way 
to Norfolk and insuring you a good and safe harbor 
whonovei’ von need it. Ho not- forget that this is a 
big sheet of •vratcr, and that yon are on a pleivsivre 
trip, and will be much more comfortable if at 
anchor during the night Besides, there is time 
enough; you IraTO all wiiitor before you, us yon can¬ 
not get back until spring if you wanted to, now 
tliat Jock ■Prost is about sluitbing tho gates, ri-om 
Norfolk yon oan tnko n tow through the Albemarle 
iuid 01iesai)eako Oaiuil or nob, as you please; niiicli 
Ijetter not if yon happen to have a good northerly 
wijid, us titere is only one lock, and you oan make 
tiro distance more ]i]easittibly and safely under sail. 
If yonr vessel di-aws leas than tlu*ce feet, you loavo 
tho canal when you reach North Landing Rh-er, of 
which there is a chart, and you go down through 
Currituck Sound by Van Slyck’e Lauding, and 
thence through the Nan-ows. Beyond Ui.at for 
some distance, as the cliarc says, you "can only 
carry Llixeo feet of water, and that with difficulty.” 
If yoiu' vessel is of greater draught, you must take 
the extension of the canal which currioe you to 
North Biver, from, which point there is plenty of 
water all die way. Ton oan get a condensed chart 
from the Albemarle and Ghesapeako Canal Com¬ 
pany, which will give you a gcnei-al idea of the 
ronte from Norfolk to Smithville, and' which will 
be found very useful. But the Gorerumeut charts 
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of Pamlico Sound, whioli weie completijd in the 
fall of 188Uj (Should, by all inea,ti8 be taken aleo, as 
they are eimply inrahiable iu case of storm oud the 
nceeseily of seeking liarboi* unexpectedly. (Jot- 
eromeut chart No. 40 or 140 (botii numbers are 
used) will give you Oarrituck Sound from just 
above Vun Slyek’s, and also North River from the 
moulh of the canal, all that is necessary of Albe¬ 
marle Semnd, Oroatun nird Roanoke Sounds, either 
of -whifili you may take, and the magnetic courses 
and distances to steer by as faa.' south as Roanoke 
Mai'shes Light. The post oflice at Van Slyck’s 
Iimding is c;al]ecl Poplar Branch Post Office, Curri¬ 
tuck County, N, C., and you can get your letters 
and coarse supplies there, hot no bread. The nest 
good harbor is Kitty Kawk, where there is also a 
store and post offico. Tf you go through Roanoke 
Sound, remember that below Shallowbag Bay the 
channel runs close along shore, closer than it seems 
on the cliart, You will havo to fool your way care¬ 
fully across below Brood Creek. There is plenty of 
water' if you find it, but it is not easy to tind. 
From the southerly end of Rounoke Island to Long 
Shoal. Light the course is soiitli by ivest; from. 
Roanoke Marshes Light it is south, one half •wosb. 
You can go a mil© inside of this light, but not ftir- 
thcr, as the shoal beyond ha-s not a foot of water 
on it. Just north of this light is Stumpy Point 
Bay, whai’C yon cau mako a good harbor, carrying 
clear inside four foot of ■watur. From Long ^oal 
Light the oorrvae is south-west to a buoy on Bluff 
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Bhoal; lint as tliere is seven, feet of -wnier on tlio 
slioal, aeouraoy is not necessary, and the sajne 
ooiWBo contiancd 'will take you ueai' Eoyal Shoal, 
■which is easily nis«lo out, os fehei’e are two lights on 
it. From this the course is south hy west to Har- 
l)or Island light, at the entrance of 0<»re Sound. 
This light is abiindoned and is fidling down, hut 
flni-ing tho day the building is viable a long dis- 
liinoo. If you can get a free wiud, you can make 
tho run from Long Shoal to Harbor Island in a day, 
jnDvided you get under way early, which every sen- 
Kible yachtsman is cjiroful to do. If not, you must 
hug -tlio injiia shore and look out, as thovo are many 
slmais and no tide to help you off if you get 
ijgiDiind. Tho waters «ttc salt aud only moved by 
i)iD •wind; and ns Pamlicx) Sound is a miniatnre 
ocean and gets up a big sesi, it is 'nvoU to be cai'ofiil.. 
If yon arc cimght near Itoyal Shoul, unioas you are 
ocqnmntod with the dianncls, steer for the beach, 
■where yon can get holding ground if not much of 
a harbor. Tho ohartg of Pamlico Sound ace ITos. 
42, 43, and 44. 

There is a good chart of Coi-e Sound, •which is 
shallow but well staked out, the stakes having hands 
on them to show on 'whioh side is the best water. 
Yon can carry two leot of "water close along tho 
shore from tho buoy off the middle mat'shes, just 
•west of Haikcr*s Island into Beaufort, but ^homain 
channel is moro to the sonth'ward and runs to the 
point of Sbacklefoi-d Banks. Then yon go up Bulk- 
bciid Channel, keep along -the north shore of Tcuru 
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Marsh, a hundred rods, and thon norfcheafitandkccii 
tho lead going to Boaufort, N. 0. From hei’e you 
can either sidl through Boguo Sound, of which 
th^e is uo ohai't, or go directly to boo. As tbo laud 
tj-ouda westward, it inakgs a loe cron from a north¬ 
easter'and is ns safe as any outsido sailing oau ho. 

There is a chart of Boaufort, M. 0., which tokos 
yon a few miles into Bogus Sound, but that is alL 
South of Bogne Inlet, Kew Topsail Inlot is one of 
the hest, then Masouboro, aud from either of these 
a good wind mil carry you past OapeFcar, the only 
spot yon have to dread and whesro yon must manage 
not to get caught. There is a good chart of Caps 
Fear, hut tho rule of tho local pilots is to follow the 
eighteen-foot shoal downi till you open Fort Caswell 
by the meiD Light on Bald Hoad, and then atcer 
s^aight for tho Fort, which will giro you sis feet of 
water up to the heach. But remember, there is 
shoiil water outsido of you, aud you mtrst look out 
for hreakei's. Thenextharhoris Little River Inlet, 
and tlien comes 'Wlnyah Bay, o£ which tliore is a 
chart., and then Bull’s Bay, of which also you can 
got a chart. 

From Bull's Bay it is inside work anda shoal, but 
not a difficult passage, to Charleston Harbor. Of 
this thm is no chart yet printed, aud it onghtto be 
mn, ii possible, in a tide which will help ut both 
ends by running up from Bull’s Bay and domi into 
Charleston Harbor. Ton come out at tho cove near 
Fort iforiltrie where it is well to stop, as Charla^ton 
Harbor is a large place in rough weather for small 



20 


THE rtTLiND rA88A.QE. 


boats. Hero you begin on Coast Chart Xo. 54 (or 
154). Go up the AaUey Rircr till St. Miclracl’s 
Chnrch (ivhioh has the whitest spire) opens to the 
nortli of the rice inillB, and steer into Wappoo Out, 
■which Iks just south of some pi-omineiifc buildings 
on a point on the loft shore. It ■will cany you wi th- 
out tronhle into the Stouo River. Here the chart 
fails yon, you ascend the Stono, keeping a westerly 
coiire© past the first branch to the north which heads 
towni-d arnilTOad in full view. When a lai-go mill 
on the north side is reached a lead hranches to the 
sontli. This must be aToidod, and a mill -with a 
tower "will soon be reached. This U on Wadroelaw 
River, wlioro the chart resumes its proper vocation, 
Theuoc BCi-oss the North Edisto, the Dawlio Hivcr, 
tlionce into the South Edisto, around Jehossex^ but 
not through Wairs Out, -whicli the natives assured 
niowusuot open. Justatthesoathpointof Jehosi^e 
Island, Mewquito Creek enters the South Edisto ; 
take the westerly lead -where they branch just inside 
the mouth, and then through Bull’s Out into the 
Asliepoo; down tlie Ashepoo and across St. Helena 
Sound and cither up the Ooosaw and past Beaufort, 
S. 0. I’lie uame of the town being pronounced 
Bufoi-t, winch is about as short as any route, or 
across the Sound to Harbor River and through it 
and Story and Station Creeks into Port I^yal 
Sound. This is a big place again and nneomfort- 
ablo at night in a storm ■with a heavy tide and sea. 

You now take Coast Chart No. 55 (or 156). There 
is a special chart of the route from St. Helena to 
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Port Royal, but it is notnecessaiy. You srt«or nearly 
west from the buoys off the mouth of Station Oreek 
to Bobee’s Island at the mouth of Skull Creok. 
There is an oyster rode in tho middle of Skull Creek 
where it mokes its first boid to tho southeast, and 
thisistlio only danger before reaching Calibogue 
Sound. In mrossing Tybee roads, keep well out to 
Red Buoy No. 3, whether you go directly south or 
turn north to visit Savanndi. If the hitter, go by 
die Light Beacon and to, tho westward of it, if the 
former, take JiSKaretto Creek into Tybee River and 
Wfosaw Sound. Keep well out by tho buoys again 
and head for Romerly Jfarsh Creek. 

If you hure gonoto Savannah, continue yonr jour¬ 
no by the way of Wlmiugton River to tho atmo 
place, unices your boat is small onoiigU to jwlo easily, 
in which case you can go tlu’oiigh Skiddaw.ay Nar¬ 
rows. Romerly Marsh and Adama Creeks willbving 
you into Vomon River, when you stoei’ for Hell 
Gate, between Little Bon Island and Raccoon Key. 
If you have come through Skiddaway and down the 
Burnsido and Venion Riwers, you can go insido of 
Little Bon Island. Here yon use cliart No. 36 (or 
loC). Cross tho Ogeechco River, and follow up the 
west bank to Plorida Passage, through it and Bear 
River to 8t. Catharine’s Sound, across it and up 
Newport Eiver to Johnson’s Creek; thence down 
the South Newport to Sapelo Sonnd. 

There is good fishing in Barbour’s River, just 
above where the words “Barbour’s Island” arc on 
the' chart. Continue across Sapelo Sound and into 
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Mnrl Eiyer; take the middle of tlxis to 2few Tea¬ 
kettle Creek, 'wlucli will bring jm into Doboy 
Sound. Keep to the nortt of Doboy town, whioliis 
a prominsut object on the flat meadows. Here eliart 
No. 57 (oc 157) begins, and yon go from Dnboy 
Rtraigbt tlnough little Mod Hirer and the samo 
course across Alfamaha Sound; then follow the 
ohftnnel noitbwesteily Into Buttermilk (Sound; 
then either through Mackay’s or Frederica Hirers, 
as the wind b(«t soires,* into St. Simon’s Sound. 
Here the water is deeiiev and you oau go directly, 
jujross ;h‘oin the black bnoy No. 7 to the black buoy 
at tbo month of Jekyls Ch-cek. 'I'liorc arc two 
months to this creek. Take the easterly oiU3 and run 
straight from tlie luiiges oq the point. Follow aoi'osa 
Jekyls tmd St. Andrew’s Sounds up Cumberland 
Sirw, At its head waters there arc some islands j 
the oluamel i» from a stake on shore to the west of 
the eastormost island, then by ranges on the point, 
which carry yon past a little island with i-angse which 
giro you tbo course eoutlu TTso die lead here. 
Iltenoe down Orimberland Sound by Dungenesj, for¬ 
merly the projwrly of Gen. Nathaniel Green, and 
which is miioli ririted by tourist parties, across the 
St. Miiry’s Rivej' and np the Amelia to Fernandina. 

Here chart No. 58 (or 158) begins. From tlie 
Amelia River you go to Kingky’s Creek jjast two 
drawbridges. The railroad bridge is out of order 
and will not open square with the bulkhead. Be 
careful hero, sereiul accidents hare happened and 
the hde inins strong. Coutinne across Ni^au Sound 
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to Sawpit Creak, at the mouth, of which there is ti 
bLtek buoy not laid down un tlio chai’t. Keep to 
tlio southward of this buoy and run on thi-ough Gnu- 
aison's Cut, which you will recognise by two pal¬ 
metto trees that look liko gate-posts at a d.1stftacc. 
Down .Fort George Eivor to ths Sisters Greek and 
thence to the Sp, Joiiu’e Elver wlier© yon will find a 
dock—a wateimark not to be forgotton on your ro- 
tnm trip. Thoi-e arc tlireo oliarts of the St, John’s, 
which give it in full from its mouth to Luke Hiix- 
ncy; the points to remember axe.to cross from Han¬ 
nah Mills Oinek to St. John’s Bluff, aud thence 
back again to Clapboard Creek, whenoe you follow 
up the north shor^ keeping it as far as Dame Point 
cloao aboard. Beyond this yon can have no trouble, 
as the St. John’s Las hut one or two shoals where 
there is less than ai.x feet of water, and it is well 
miirked out with hnoys and beUiCons. 

If this descripciou sonndfl a lictlo tedious to tho 
reader, he will not iliink it so wliou lie makes cbe 
trip. If you want a pilot for any pai’t of the route, 
one can bo had by applying to Captain Ooate, of tlie 
Lighthouse Service at Charleston j but there arc few 
persons who know what I have herein recorded, and 
none of those will toll. We hawe had a long trip— 
for long as it has been on paper, it has been longer 
in reality. Two weeks fromKew Yorkto Beaufort, 
N. C. ; ten days thence to Charleston, and ten more 
to Jacksonville may bo reqnii-ed, unless the trareller 
is ouo of those luoky fellows who always liare a froo 
wind through life. So he may want to rest, have 
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his clothes -n'tiuhed, drcse up in “ s hoiied shu-t” for 
a change, and reriTo the fs,^ that hu is one of the 
aristoeracT, not an ordinary seaman. Ho vill soon 
tire of clyilizotion, however, and long for the plcas- 
nres of tlie chase. Then let him ascond any of the 
tnbntaries of the SL Jolin’a from San Pablo at its 
mouth to Juniper Oieok, which empties into the 
southerly end of Laic George. It was on the latter 
sireftin that I nearly hilled a limpkiii. 

The man docs not live who has actually caught or 
shot a Limpkin. There are no Liiupkins for solo 
in dio enriosity shops, where almost every otherpro- 
duction of Florida is to Iw had. It is admitted that 
the lampkin, like the recognized ghost, is proof 
against powder and balk Hut the writer never loiss- 
es—^that i^ on jiaper and when he is lecordii^ his 
shots. All wri lei's do the same. Sowhen the limp- 
kin eat on. a limh ar.d ■whistled and chuckled and 
bobbed aud bowed and finally flew away just before 
we were near enough, and I fired as he diBappeaied 
with horrible screams through the forest, one leg 
dropped ! I had not killed him, but even a Limi»kiii 
was not quite proof against my aim. Ml'. Seth 
Green, who was with me at the time and can Touch 
for the troth of iihis stotciuent, remarked in a mel¬ 
ancholy tone of voice that he ■uishod he had had his 
rifle. As he hod not succeeded in hitting anything 
■with his rifle thus far since 'we started, although ho 
had fired away half bis cartridges, there is a chance 
that he miglit have succeeded this time by way of 
a change, and so I agreed with him heartily. 
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Alligators tvOI not appear till warm woatLer—that 
is, till the middle of Januaiy—^by which time the 
totirists will think ho has got into the dog days, ljut 
fish nro abnndant in all the fresh-water streams. In 
that very Juniper Crook we caught so many big. 
mouthed base with fly and spoon that wo not only 
gave up fishing, but had to salt down dozens. And, 
by the way, these fish are much more of game fish 
than they aiu at tlie North; the smallest fight well, 
take tlie fly froclyand jump out of water as frequent¬ 
ly and fici*oely as the email-mouthed variety in our 
waters. 

Before leaving the instructive brancli of my sub¬ 
ject I wish to advise the yachtsman against giving 
too much weight to tho appcarairce of the Southern 
sky. This will often cloud up toward evening in the 
most threatening way. f?noh a heavenly monitor at 
the North woriltl warn us to make everything sung 
and girt tho best bower over, but in the South these 
appearances signify nothing. After a most fright- 
fnl-looking evening the momiugwill brojik clear and 
wai-m and quiet. There are few storms in Florida 
during the winter, a “norther” occasionally and 
possible a thunder storm, but nofiei-cc northeasters 
andnohnrrioaiics. As totJie comparative advantage 
of working through the tortuous eieeks with cliangiug 
tides, or nmniug outside for short strotches, a i»fcf- 
05'ence might be given to the latter were it not that 
the shoals off the mouths of the inlets extend so far 
to sea. Many of the rivers have carried down ao 
much sediment that they have made shoals tenor 
2 
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fiitecn miles off shore. Sothataparfcfrom questions 
of safety and comfort, tie distance ty the insids 
passage is the Bhortest;. ■ 
lu going South the yacbtsinaa will pass large and ’ 
Btitnerotis flocks of bay snipe on all tlic marshes 
Eoutli of Charleston. • Those mar-shes are muddy 
islands and of a peouluu’ nature. On the stu'faco- 
when dry they arc firm, enough for. walking, but 
tlieir shores arc 'unfathoinable ooze beneath ■wbich 
a man would sink at ouco out of sight and into 
which an oar can bo nm for its entire length witli- 
ont an cilort. Curlew, willet, marlin, all Tavicties 
down to the hny ox-cyo, and in immciiso flocks, 
frequent those islands, wliero they seem to find food 
witJiout stint. To stool tlicni you can.sofc out your 
decoys in the tlnn ginss and make a stand near by 
from I'oeds or bushes. Tliey aro quite wary, how¬ 
ever, and seem to luire learned the evil significance 
of a gnu. These mai-shy islands are honeycombed 
with the burrows ot tlie fiddler crab, aud mussels 
grow on their surface in soft mounds of eurfch. 
They are covered by very high tides and ai-e always 
more or less damp. The bay snipe, however, do not 
seem to winter here. Theyleave a small proportion 
of their numlwrs, hot the. main body goes furiiber 
South, possibly beyond the equator. There are no 
such myriads as the .Northern flight would require, 
and they giowfewer and fewer as the season advau- 
ees, till in Harch they are almost scarce. I.«t the 
^ortsman take his toll fiom them, while he can ; 
stopping mnidst the lonesomeness of these islimds 
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wliera it is certain, death, to pass a summer, and few 
of which ai-6 inhabited, and whore he may sail tens 
miles, witliout seeiog a man, white or black. 
Let him tiT the deep holes alongside of blufEs or 
where two creeks meet for. sheepshead, using for 
bait tbe Somhem prawn, that gigantic shrimp, 
with its body six inches long and its feelers ten ; 
and if he can c»vtch no fish and misses tlio biids, 
let him rejoice in knowing that there are millious 
of both in Jloridn. 

In describing my trip to ^Florida, I do not intend 
to pnrsne any consetmtiwe plan, or follow tbe posi¬ 
tive order of events. It is not important to know 
that we turned out—to use the proper nautical 
term—at u certain hour in the inoraing of a cer¬ 
tain day, and that wo turned in again at night at 
some other division of mean sidoi-eal or solar time, 
ijor that wo went a eoriain course or made so many 
miles one day and so many more or less the next. 
That is, the reader docs not want to liava too much 
of this, although a little now and tlieii may tend to 
give a general idea of the tiials, difRciilties, and en¬ 
joyments of a yachtman’s life. But whctlver wo 
arrived at a place at five p. m. or five a. h. , imiwrtant 
as it may have been to.us at the time, cannot, so far 
as I can judge, interest tlie reader as deeply as I 
hope to iutcrcat him. Por all such information I 
will refer him to the ordinary books of travel. 
That wo did occasionally make fast time in onr little 
half scow, half yacht, that I built ou the scheme of 
putting a sail in a canal boat, will.be proved by this 
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singlo eTent; •when running across St. Simon’s 
Bounil in a fog, ■we passed a large steamer yaolitj 
oalled the “aieam,” one of the largest- and finest 
of Hcrresclioff’s productions. Wc fo-uud lior again 
iu Jnc-ksonTillo when we reached thei-e. She had 
left Savannah on the second of January, wo had loft 
Oharloston on the tenth; slio had an*ivod two days 
ahead of tis, so that hy hieing able to keep inside 
out of the storms and fogs of the Atlantic, wo bad 
iwtnally gone nearly doublo tho distance in six days 
les.s tiino. 

Tho poi’souncl of om- party was made up of a 
sporting medical man, Mr. Seth Groon, the famous 
fish-oidturist, the ladies of the foinilies and inyeclf. 
"Wo went without any I'estriccion as to time, whieli 
is a most essential point in a yachting trip, and we 
stopped where we pleased, .and as long as wo pleased, 
•vve shot where there were birds to shoot, we fished 
whore there were fish to catch, and where there wore 
neithei’, wo lay in tlie shade of the awning, if the 
weather was wwm, and smoked, or ate those glohoa 
of concentrated Insciousneas, tlie grapa fruit when 
wc felt too energetic to loaf, aud uot energetic 
enough to fish or shoot. Our trip was something of 
an exploring expedition, and we had possible dangers 
and inevitable incon'vemences to encounter. Other 
parties had gone to Florida in the same way, but 
they had Irft no record of their adventures, no 
guide-posts for those who diould come after them. 
So far as we wero concerned, the country from 
North Carolina to the land of Flowers was a twra 
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incogniia. We knew that there wei-e hii’ds, and 
beast®, and itsli, iii that equatorial region, but where 
to find them, how to reach them, and by what 
methods to catoh and kill them, were wholly un¬ 
known to tis. hfo one, after' reading this record, 
will have the same complaint to make. Several of 
the Government charts wore not completed, notably 
those of Pamlico Sound, and the corrections of that 
from Charleston south, so as to show the inside 
route had not been m^o in the year 1882, which 
was the ouo I had selected for the expedition. 

We had sent the “Heartsease” to Noi-folk, and 
wei'e to meet her ihei’e, as by so doing we would 
save time that could bo better utilised than by 
going over greond with which we were pretty well 
familiar—that of New Jersey, Pennsylvajiia, and 
Virginia, At Norfolk, after we liad purchased 
what havd-broftd, cake, pics, and other stores and 
hixiiries wu needed, and had been through the fish 
market, and selected an abundance of the largest 
“spot,” which is regarded ns tho most delicious 
native fish, altho-ngh it is nothing more thau what 
we call the Lafayette fish at tlie North, we engaged 
a tow and stoar^ on our journey. "We had to go 
through the Albemarle and Chesapeake canal, and 
made our first mistake in supposing that a tow was 
a necessity for the operation. The puffy, dirty, 
fussy, little steamboat ran us against everything 
that she came near, and were it not that she wm 
unable to attain any considerable rate of speed, our 
journey might have terminated before it fairly 
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began. She jammed, ua againsb-tho dock when we 
•ff ero startiug, banged us into the fii^t Tcssel we met 
on our way, bumped ns into the banks oi the canal 
when, we had entered it, dashed ns into the only 
lock thwe was to get fonl of, and then rammed \ia 
against a drodging scow so fiercely, tliat there was 
a momentary donht whether wo should not be 
diedgcd out as an impediment to travel. 

However, iu spite of all these misadventures, we 
made Currituck heforo night. Wo determined to 
stay thera some days for dock shooting, bub I shall 
not stop to describe the sport wo liad. Tt is cuotigh, 
that tve loaded down our vessel with ijrovisions, 
which, as tlio weather came out cold, kept till they 
were ell consumed, and saved us from recourse to 
those last resources of the way-farer, the insipid 
canned meats, which, somehow, the manufacturers 
manage to make taste so nearly alike, that one will 
answer for the other, whether it is called mutton, 
hoef, or fowl. Then w-c sped away south, inmuing 
into Kitt)'hawk Bay for a harbor and a turkey, for 
no one must imagine tliat it is necessary to starve 
in the South, even amid the desolation of the deso¬ 
late JfiKjtern Shore. Not only does the proverbial 
hospitality of the Southern people still exist as far 
as the effect of a desolating war has left it a 
bility, but there mre certain kinds of food to be got 
there more readily than even at the North. ' It has 
heretofore been a reproach to our Southorn colored 
brother, that the attractions of a hen-roost and hw- 
ciousness of a :fot •tnrk(5y gobbla* wore too much for 
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hie Tirtne. Bnt this state of facta and. morals is 
elianging;, the darkey is tarning ponltry fa ncier, he 
is getting to raise chickens and se1T eg^, he is fast 
hecoining a bloated fo^l holder, and regular goose 
and turkey Tring clipper ; in his eyes the chicken is 
assuming a different status, and hen-roost mai'aud- 
ing is fast becoming a heinous crime, than which 
thoro is none more unpardonable. He will soon bo 
the fowl nionopoli8l> and when -that day conics I 
predict that the chicken will bo regarded as a sacred 
bird, und placed in the same Cutagory us the ibis of- 
Egypt. As it is, eggs can be obtained almost any¬ 
where, and wherever thei-e is a darkoy’a hut, there 
the TOice of the cackling lien ascends in welcome 
and saggostive music to high heaven, resoumt of 
omelettes plain, omolottes (me fines herlm, wiili 
ham or with onion, of sei’amblod eggs, boiled, 
roasierl eggs, of pan esakes and swoct cakes, of ons- 
tai'ds, egg-nog, und. all tho thousands delioacioH 
towards which the hen contributea with cathusiaatio 
zeal, and greatly to the liappiness of mun. 

The course of tho contraband can be exempUilGcl 
by that of the milk farmer, if the story wbich I 
once lieard from an eminent retii-ed politidan is 
true, 08 I think it maybe. Many of the farmers 
living iu tbe neighborhood of TTtioa were in tbo 
habit of supplying that city with milk from the 
heinls of cows that tlie magnifloent meadows of the 
vicinity cosily supported. Those careful ajid con¬ 
scientious gentlemen, aware of the heatmg proper¬ 
ties of milk iu its strong and crude state,.felt it- was 
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but»iluty they oivud th^ felloi?^ beings, and espe¬ 
cially their onstomors, to make sore that tliey did 
not inonr ttio oils irhich 'were certain to arise from 
the unguarded nso oi so deleterious a beverage. 
They mixed the dangeroufi flriid u-ith a sufficient 
proportion of TOiter to kill the germs of disease, 
and lest their morires should be misunderstood, 
they did not mention their thonghfcfulness to the 
consumers. Henco it wjb that ITtica- enjoyed unex¬ 
ampled health, imd it would no doubt hare contin¬ 
ued in tho same oryoymont except for a change in 
the methods of milk culture. Milk, instead of 
being converted into butter or sold in its natural 
state, came in time to be manufactured into ohcosc. 
Great cbeesc dairies were established, to •which the 
farmers sent their milk, in place of disposing of it 
by local -trade. Kow it iras essential that the milk 
so delivered should be absolutely pure, for the ex¬ 
cellence of the product not only depended on this, 
but also m order that tho amount might he fairly 
credited to each of tlie persona f uroishing a slioi'c of 
the supply. Then the bucolic ■view that liad hereto¬ 
fore obtained in that ncighhorhuod was inodided, 
and of all the sins in ike decalogue, none was quite 
so henioiis os tbo odultcraUon of milk. I do not 
vouch lor this story, although a long couwe of lac¬ 
tic experience in -the city of ITew York gives it an 
air of possibility. Certain, it is that since tho in- 
trodnrtion of cheese factories, the health of tTrica 
has declined, but then no one can positively say that 
this tkango is due entirolyto the purity of the milk. 
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On oar yiaj to Kitty Hawk, we had paased a 
number of nets which the local flaliermen were haul¬ 
ing, and Mr. Green, who had a mania for inter- 
riewing every one he met, had promptly boaided 
the first of the boitis, obtained all the statistics, and 
even helped make one haul. Ho found out that 
they caught what they called chub, the big-mouthed 
bi^ {Grysies saJmoides), as large as eight pounds; 
white porch; the robin, which is our aunfish; ted 
fla, our yellow perch; bull sucker, our black sucker; 
Bnoker-mnllet, ow mallet, which wci-e taken in the 
creeks imd up in tlie swami>s, and uanuy shad, which 
seemed to bo our gizzard shad, known in Bidtimore 
CIS bream. Ae tliey did not liavo all these varieties 
in the boat at the time, we were not quite sure as to 
the last. The fishermen knew nothing of the 
spawning season, hut we found roe three inches 
long in a soven-pound big-mouthod black buss. 

'i.'herc is a olub house at Kitty Hawk Bay, belong¬ 
ing to tbc Kitty Hawk Dnddng Olub, but it was 
deserted when wc wore tlicre by the club, and given 
over to the possession of Captain Cain, who runs 
the principal fishery in that part of the countrv. 
Ho told us that the hasa spawned in. March, and 
that the same kinds of fish were caught near there 
which I have doscrihed. While we were ashore eu- 
jojiDg his hospitality, a sadden squall came up and 
blew most of the water out of the hay, so that tlio 
small boat in which we had come ashore was loft a 
hundred feet from the edge of the water. 

The next day, which was December 8th, we 
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passed Nag’s-head Hotd, and came to anclior in a 
perfect little Wbor in tke low^r part of Roanoie 
Island, There Captain Cain onoe had a terrapui 
farm. It was a oharmiug, though deserted, Si>ofc, a 
baj jnst large enough for the yacht to swing in, and 
completely land-locked, the buildings tumbling to 
pieces, fcho tatapin ponds still there, but with not 
only thoii- occopauts departed, but the very fences 
faUi:^ downorbeingused for firewood- The specu¬ 
lation had failed, because cron there, in the Tciy 
home and abiding place of the terr-Apin, lie liad 
grown so soarco that a sulfioient bnsiness could not 
^ done to make it piofitshle. Terrapins a-ie taken, 
as Mr. Qroen soon found ont, in bag or trawl nets, 
that ai'e drawn along the bottom, as we at the Morth 
USB a dredge for oysters. On the front of the net, 
which hangs loos^y behind, is an h'on bar, of suf¬ 
ficient weight to lie close to the bottom as it is being 
dx-aggbd; this slips under the terrapins, which are 
thus carried into the net. Wc ruadily understood 
that they were not plenty, when we were informed 
that “count” terrapins, that is, tlvose OTcr six 
inches in length, bring on the ground one dollar 
apiece. 

The weather had become rery cold for yachting. 
The thermometer Ml to eighteen degrees during 
the night, and we found that all the resoui-ces 
of our Tessel were haidly equal to keeping ue 
warm in our berths. Early next morning we 
obtained our first oysters.. TTe had brought oyster 
tongs with us; in feet, H there was any kind 
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of rod, rod, lino, not, hoot sinker, smvel, or 
fishing device -vrliatever that- -vre had not brought 
I should like to be informed of it. When Mr. 
(jrieext joined the yacht and produced from tho bov- 
ok of an immense trunk, a luxury that in ifcsolf I 
never knew him to allow himself before, and which 
was in our way the onlire journey till we got rid of 
it at Jacksonville, much to its owner’s chagrin —Ank 
two hreeoh-lottdws, then aiifie and ahundi'edw'eight 
of ammunition, tlien an immense bundle of sporting 
tods, next a box of lines and reck, and finally an over¬ 
grow:! scrapbook filled with all manner of gaugs of 
hooks, ihc doctor and myself felt that the sporting 
interest would not snfier. As I bad sent him word 
that he need bring neither guns, fishing hicklc, nor 
ammunition, it was evident that ho intended we 
shonlc'l not fall short, Bnt now wlien otir men. be¬ 
gan tonging np the delicious bivalves which we had 
not seen for bo many days, on account of the fresh¬ 
ness of the water, wc felt thaulefnl for one of our 
pcocantions. Here lei me warn tlie reader that he be 
sure to bring oyster tonga with him. He will find 
it difficult to get them in fire South at a11,aud if he can 
they will be mach heavier and more awkward than 
those in use with tts. Just soutlr of the opening in¬ 
to our night’s harbor, and in the main channel, we 
found a man at work oystering and wo joined him 
promptly, confident tha t where there wfw enough lor 
one there was in this raster enough for two. Eitlier 
the oysters off the lowor end of Itoanoko Island are 
very delicious, or else our appetites were sharp from 
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abslanenDe. For as fast as our num Charley brought 
them to the suriaoe aad deposited them on the deck, 
TVS opened them vritli a skQl founded on some expe¬ 
rience and more desire^ and devoured them witli 
hearty gusto. 

Wc loaded up •with, oysters and then started onoa 
more on our course, hut tho wind fell off and we 
anclioi'ed in Stumpy Point Bay, some thirty miles to 
the sonthwaid and on tho mmn shore. At our last 
stopping plaua a sick man had come aboard for ad¬ 
vice, and here wo not only found two others,' but wero 
also informed that their mother was at the point of 
de.'vili. seemnd to he a sublime faith in thei>e 

people that all Northerner must know something of 
xoeicino, as nono of them Inid a suapioion of oui‘ 
having a physician in the psu'ty. Indeed they oamo 
for “ a dmwiug of tea” as they called it, rather than 
for iniy special mcdicino, for theyappeared to consider 
sickn^s the natuml condition of man, as among 
those terribly unhealthy swamps and low lands it 
probably is. After that almost everywhere wo went 
we wore asked for “ a drawing of tea” for some 
sick person. 

Their ailments were evidentlyoiiiy too well foand- 
od, and m the people tverc clearly not a complaining 
set, we ■were sorry Uiat we had not brought more of 
the coveted article with iia. The whites of this coast 
looked •ffcaaened, thin, yellow, and cadaverous, as if 
they had a pcrpctnal conflict with fever in •which 
they iiivaiiably got the worst of it. They had the 
shadow of death in their faces. In their motions 
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they exhibited a iRoigoiir Trhich strangers arc apt to 
attribute to lasduess, but which I believe due to dis¬ 
ease. Ijet a man once take the southeni fever, and 
it will be many months if not years before he feels 
like himself a.gabi. Our latest patients wore fisher¬ 
men, and to Mr. Oreen’s insatiable inijniries they ex¬ 
plained that they caught in their seasons shad; 
rock, onr striped bassj trout, our weakfisli; hickory 
shad, white perch, mullet, spot, round-nosed shad 
and flat hacks, though what these latter wore was 
more than we could guess. They said that the fishing 
hadfallen off greatly of late years, butthat the prices 
had ijiereased aod that now they were paid seventy 
five cents for a roe shad, and thirty for bucks. 

Key.t day was clear and cold, with a strong and. favor¬ 
able windfrom Hie north-west, so inuch so thateven 
tho imperturbable doctor was impatient to be off, but 
Mr. Green bad an idea, and when lie lias aaiything of 
that sort ho is tho last man to part w'i tli it without 
full •fruition. To our proposal to get under ■weigh 
early ho replied. 

‘'Beyond this you tell me that we have a groat 
stretch of open water f” 

“Yea,” I answeri^ “the entii-e Pamlico Sound, 
whicli must be a hundred and fifty miles long and 
fifty brood, so the more od'vautage •we take of this 
favorable wind tlio better.” 

“ ‘Well, you expect to find ducks, don’t you, on 
the route ?” he inquired by way of response. 

‘ ‘ I hardly know what we shall find,” I answered, 
“hut I should like to find, ducks, and have heard 
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tkit there are ianamei'a'ble hraat on the ocean 
Hide. ” 

“That is jnst as I supposed,” iras Mr. Green’s 
reply, as lie took up the axe that lay on the deck, 
“and as tou have no battery, hovr do yon espect 
to kiU them ?” 

The doctor and I had nothing to reply, aud Mr. 
Green, carrying the a.«, called one of the men and 
rowed away to the shore in triumph. During his 
absence the doctor, who is a cordon Ueu, prepared 
the turkey that wo liad purchased at Kiity Hawk 
foi‘ cooking, by stufBug it with the oysters that 
we had touged at Roanoke Island. By the time 
this culinary feat was accomplished, our master of 
fisls culture had returned. He had. out a dozen 
siiakcs about eight feet long, which were to be used 
to improvise a blind, by thrusting them into the 
hottom and tying seringa around from one to the 
other, and hanging reods or grass tied in bunches 
over the ptrings. 

These precautionary measuree being taken, we got 
und.er-woy. The wind had increased to almost a 
gale, and onr bravo little vessel fairly leaped before 
it towards the Sonth like a race horse. Quite a sea 
hod made hi the broad expanse of Pamlico Sound, 
which, can be stormy enough when in tlie humor, 
aud the wares rolled after us iu rain and vindictiro 
fnry. There wore two large steamers gobg South, 
and wc held them for some time, and had hopes of 
keeping up with them, but they slowly drow ahead, 
mid left us alone in the waste of tumrdtaous wares. 
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We made one ol our best runs tlml; day. Tlie 
Tvoaiher wiv« too perfect for us to scop for lisli or 
bivcLs although we saw clouds of tho latter rising 
up in the distance from the disturbed sux'faco of tiio 
Round. Wo ought to have gone to Ilattoras.. or 
Roanoko Inlet, wliero wo had been as5ui-ed by tbo 
residents ihe brant shooting was magnificeiic, huh 
we conld rtot low; such unusually faroniblo weather, 
and apod on and on through tho seething waves, 
hour aitoi- hour, till when the sun was atiU quite 
well above thy horizon, wo I'an through tho narrow 
channel into tho ponoeful waters of Coro Sound. 

WJiat a change oimie over the spirit of our sail¬ 
ing, from the l)oiBtyrbtis violence and ronglr scad 
tliat beat orir vesBel’e sides tnrbuloutly, or followed 
us fiercely to tlic BcruTcly ruffled liosoui of the small 
and sliallow hay, only a few inilos wide, and shut in 
on nil Kidoa hy the lutid. We unimigcd to I'C'acli 
J^ewis’s Creek 'rofore Bunsot, where w'o saw anuinlier 
oli working IjouIs going to find aeeniity for the 
night. When we hail anchored luiioitg them, tho 
fisirermon told us tliub there wer'e tlie risriul kinds 
of salt water lisli, aUlrorigh there was no tide in 
Oi)i-o Sound oilier than that made by tho wind. 
They ssrid thisrc wa-s good oystering off the ]>(iint of 
Lewis’s Cixick, and nc.vb day proved their words. It 
w'iUi a wild s]>ot. The only mark of Iminan. habita¬ 
tion being an old wind-mill, which stood on the 
point, n.’lie weird effect was fiirffhcr hoiglrtoned 
during tho darkness by tho lighting of fires by the 
tisliormcn, who had no sleeping accommodationi: 
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on then- boats, and who went twbore lor the 
purpose. 

“■\Votild yott like to kill an English eaipoP” 
called out Serb Green to me aost morning from the 
shore, whither he had already gone with onr boat¬ 
man, Charley. I had been busy, or perhaps, if the 
truth must tw coirfessed, sleepy, and had jast como 
on deck. 

‘^Of conreet” WM my ingtantanGons reply, the idea 
of any ono not wanting to kill an English snipe being 
too ridicnlons to entertain for a moment. 

"Then get your gun, and Charley will cotao for 
yon in the boat. ” 

In five miimtes the doctor and 1 were both i^horo, 
and in less ^an as many more wo had putup and 
bagged our first bird It soemed that Charley, who, 
as I have already stated, was an old gunner, hod 
heard the bird as he flew over, and had seen Mm 
alight. Ho did not know tliat there were more than 
one, but we found quite a flight,of them. Tlie spot 
was not large, hot it was evidently a favorite one. 
'We had no dogs and went floundering abont through 
the mud, hut at every few stqis a bird was flushed, 
and his appeai'uuce commemorated by the report of 
a gun 01 'the cheery cry of, ‘‘mark!” Itwasadoli- 
cious episode in onr trip, for no sport is more appre- 
oiated by the hne Eportsman than the killing of our 
gamest of nil game birds, tho stylish English snipe. 
In two boars wc bad bagged thirtr-oue. In loot 
wo bad killed them all, for if wo did not get them at 
tbo first rise, it was easy to follow them up, as they 
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seeiaetT so fond of the place that they wonM not 
leave it. After tro had gone on boaj:d with our 
trophies, anil while wc were getting nnder way, wo 
saw now whi'jps arriving to take the place of tlioso 
whicli wo had kiilod, as if they were informed of the 
event, and were auxions to pi-ollt by tho disasters of 
their friends, oven at the jjeril of their o-wn lives. 

Core Sound was full of wild fowl, of which many 
were red-heads iind. canvas-backs, and had wo had 
ahiittm’y, we coidd have killed imlimitcil members. 
Wo held to do as well as wo c()uld with Mr. Gi^cii’s 
snbsiiintc, which, although hcbtoi' than nothing, was 
not at all e<|ual bo tho proper maehiuo. Kelther had. 
we time to wait-. Plorid.ip was ti long way o/I, and 
well W’c know tlmt, once there, wo sliould Imvo all 
tho grmio wc wanted ; so as we struck anotlior ftivor- 
able wind, wo did not stop nt ITarker’a Tshind, where 
the best Uiooting is to bo had, but ran on to lloau- 
Xort. Wo had. iud,nally dawdled nol: more than lliwe 
orfoiu’ uuucccssary chkvs in (hire Sound, before going 
into Uro narrow, Ehallow iind dllUuult harbor of what 
w;w once the waLeiiug j)lacc as well aa Unine.ss marc 
of that scetion of 1:he Bonthern country. The port 
docs arc hoary, and I would advise the yachtsman 
to avoid it idcogothor and go, if he needs must go 
into any port-, diroetly to Morohead City, which is 
iTipidly appropriating the trade iind fashion of its 
older rivid. 

Them is a large bnsineis in oysters at Beaufort, 
and the civilization of moss-bunker factories has 
been introdneed from the fJorth. i’ish woi-c scy.rcc. 



H: 


IHB INIiAHD FA65AQ6. 


but wc piirchascd some very fair beef at rery mod¬ 
erate prices, ei^teeu poojids of porterhouse being 
sold to us for dght cents a pound. Tlie town is a 
pretty one, and the next day being Sunday, we went 
to the colored Methodist ^urcb, a thing that no 
visitor must fail to do, and heard some very charm¬ 
ing anging. This was oar first experience of the 
(luaink, wild, and shghtly barbaric harmony of tl\© 
voices of the negroes, of which wo were to hear a 
great desd before our return to the Korth. 

Beaufort was tho first thoroughly Southern town? 
with its fig trees in the open ah, the Yupawn, or 
native Tea tm, the lod-berried OTorgmen buehas, 
whose name we could not ascertain, and ite genial 
air of Southern indolent happiness, wliioh wo had, 
visited. We were sorry to leave it, and had Florida 
been cmly placed where it oxight to liavo been, five 
hundred miles nearer York, we should have 
stayed days if not weeks longer. But tlie time was 
flitting hy, and atill we were a thousand miles fi’oai 
our destination. So without more ado wo put to sea. 
From Beaufort to Capo Fear them is such a bend 
in the coast that it is laid down on tho ohai-bs as a 
bay. Being shielded from the terrible northeasters 
of the Atlantic, which reach no farther than Capu 
Hutteras, it is as safe for a small vessel os any part 
of tbo hokterons ocean ever can be. But 1 was glad 
when Heartsease got through tho vo,fsge. With 
care there is no danger, and the trip is not half ^ 
perilous a one as we are accustomed to take at the 
Korth, where wc are at home, without a thought of 
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fear. There are numerous and very prackicahle in¬ 
lets, and the yachtsman should niahe sure of gettiajj 
into ojie of them at uight. The same may be said 
of the strereh beyond Capo Feai'. Treat the mighty 
ooouii "with the reapoot it deserves, and it will never 
illtrcat yon. Ou the charts the nortUem or old ialen 
of C'a])o i’ear is laid down as closed by a bulkhead. 
Tliis i t Is no doubt intended to be, to the dhcoiiiXort 
of .vniaU sailing craft, bnt at tlio time I speak of it 
was 0 ].>cji. Possibly it was only opened temporarily 
by a storm, anil may be shut i^uiu now. 

Tboie were some birds in Bull’s Bay, hut not 
enough to iiidiice ug to jianfie, a.<5 we were anxious to 
get llie yiiL’lit lo Chnvleston ns (jnickly as wo could. 
So we made tbo most of tlio wind and the tide, and 
auebored over againre Tort Monltiic early in Jan¬ 
uary. Boc« any of my readers caro to hear how ^ve 
enjoyed Olirid.iruv Ihiy! If sa, I will in tluit coii- 
lUK’tiun, and with the liapjiy saerf*duess of that day 
in tii_v niiiul, ftiake aconfes-sion. Tii one of the opou- 
ing p(U’tigT:ii)];s of this history I mentioned the fact 
that ^VD bad a stove, a cooking as well os liciaing 
stove, in 'the main saloon. I did not, however, 
ac'knowlcJge what I am now about to make public, 
that cvcjT one of the pfirty, from the Btatc-roonus l« 
the foroisistli', was a«K)k, and in the opinion of him 
or herself a most sweet and dainty c/iqf ds cuisine. 
Awiu-e of this divine alllutus, they were none of them 
entirely content unless they were exhit)iting their 
skill, so both stoves were run to their xitmosi 
ciipaeity, and as tho appetites of the l>arty wei-e good 
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and daily growing hotter, ;i yast consumption, of pro- 
yiaons was condnually taking place. ‘While each 
was at heart aasoccd that tbeic own productions 
were a little the best, and tempted the others to 
admission of tire faot by the oflering of special dell- 
oocii^ where delicacies were not needed, there was 
no one moan enough to repudiate tl»e worlc of a 
hrothor ox aster artist, evou if it were ruined in the 
propan^tion or burned to tastlcsoness in the cooking. 
Ohristmas Wiis by common consent set apart as the 
day on which each and every member of our briny 
houseliold should cook whatever they found best in 
their own eyes. The store-room was thrown open 
ond free libei-ty of selection was given to all. 

To rbc molo kitchen genius the most difCcult 
artidle to prepare, is the most necessary one, bread. 
"Within the realms of omliaation tho staff of life 
seems, as it were, to grow of itselt It can bo found 
on evCTy comer; stares in fat comphioency at yon 
from the shop windows on every block; there is 
never any dearth of bread so long as there is a penny 
to purchase it; delicate-miuded traui^w scorn it, and 
in every well-regulated household euuugli of it is 
thrown into tho waiSte pail to feed another house¬ 
hold. of e(xual numbers. But at sea this is different, 
and when, man, though he pride himself oti the brd- 
liant hue of his blue ribbon, is ref^ulrcd to make 
good ihc deficiency, be is apt to come to grief. So 
the queen of ourmarine family announced tliat she 
would make a big batch of bread for that special 
festivity. - . . ‘ 
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While no one could or would dare to dispute the 
ability of that lady to do well whaterev she under¬ 
took, yok in the matter of bread making her methods 
were peculiair. In the tet plueo she had to have 
the cabin to herself, and as bread has to be set over 
night, we wen; all turned out on Ohristmas evo and 
lojit to shiver on the deck. Then she bus a way of 
strewing Dour about in the operation till she novew 
the tables, llie chiiirs, the floor, even the sides of the 
aaloon and someLimes the cabin roof with dough or 
its ingretllouts. It was not fire minutca after we 
were allowed to return, the rising’’ liaviiig been 
made an accomplished fact aud set awny in aooruor, 
before our liands, oirr clothes, our faces, and our very 
hair were covered witli ineipient broad. But worse 
oven Ihiin that was the injunction that wasaolemtily 
laid on usnnderno circumstanoea topreaumc to touch 
the “nsiog” wliicii liad biien (^ 0 |:ositcddi^e<!tlyove 1 • 
^he)?tovo, and \vii.lii>itkmoviiig which it wouldbciin- 
possible to get hroakfast. As our lady wajs a Into 
riser lita-stlf, and wouldiic\or.stir tillshc wiis aaaured 
through the Kuit(?-rooui door tlmt her lircakfitsk was 
ready and on the table, the question of liaving that 
imponant lueu] was as complicated as getting the 
fox, the goose, and tlie com over the ati'eaui. 

One of tlie ossoelate lady pati'onesscs devoi^d her¬ 
self to iimking hisciiit^, as the hi-oad would not ho 
cooked till iliiinor time. I evolved pancakes, the 
doctor compounded a hash, and altf^therwc began 
Chrifitmas with sneh ahrcakfastasisraj'clymotwiLli 
on the desert surface of the inland water commuiu- 
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cation between the North and the South. Seth 
Green had reaeryed himsdf tiU, ob ho polifely re- 
mai-ked, “ the rest of you should be tluougli your 
mtissing,” then be begun. But his efiorts did not 
last long unmolested, ha had split open aduck, a fat 
one had been 63|)eoial]y selected for so unusual an 
occasion. This he had laid botwoen tho wires of ao 
oyslei* broiler, tlien he opened the entire top of tho 
stove and proceeded to broil it upon the hot coala. 
It is unnecessary to reroarlc that such a proceeding 
ovolTod an wnount of smoko that filled the cabin Ml 
in a moinent. The rest of the party were busy at 
their breahfeost enjoying the delicacies which had 
olruudy been prepared, when they were fairly suflo- 
CAtod by this torrent of smoke and began to realize 
as ncTOr before the sad fate of the inhabitants of 
Portipt'ii. 

“Seth” I oxclaimed, “can’t you keep part of the 
stove covered so as to let some of the smoke go up 
tho chimney ?’ 

“Mr. Green, Mr. Gi-eon,” canie from the ladies 
all at once, “pleaso don’t smother as.” 

“Smoko and the gas of cooking” gasped the doc¬ 
tor, his philosophy almost dissipated in it “are in¬ 
jurious at meal times, there is such a thing as being 
asphyxiated.” 

“For heaven’s sake,” I implored, for by this 
time the condition of the atmosphere was unbear¬ 
able, ‘'do throw that duck out of tho companion 
wav.” 

“Oh Mr. Green do stop cooking that hoirid 
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duck,” exclaimed oar princess, ‘‘ if yon do not I shall 
Imvo to leave tlia tnblo.” 

Tlmt Uat threat wna too much, Both could uut 
bear to l>c ranked as un obstruotive when ho wa« ac- 
oomplishing a culinary triumph wiiich waste delight 
our gaetalory iicrvcs and cstabliali loroTcr his repn- 
tation as a cookist. Ilohirucd a rcpi-ooehfiil face 
towards Ihu party' withoTit showing Llio aliglitcitsign 
of disoontimiiiig lilf foil work, and ■with an air of 
bitter rebuke retorted upon ns, 

‘•'This is the first time that I liavcdoTie any cook¬ 
ing. All the rest oi yon have cooked as niut;h as 
you likod. I have stood to one side and got out of 
the way imd nuver had a chance, and now the very 
instanc 1 cook a little duck yon all make a fuiu>. I 
don’t think it’s fair. I did want a piece of clunk for 
my breakfast and J piicked out the fimnllest biio lor 
faar soiriihody would think I gi'ccdr, and now 
you ask me to thiuiv it ovei-ljourd ; it isjilmodt done, 
and if you will only havi)])al:iaT)C(' loru J!cw nintiioiits 
I will ho through.’’ 

nis luaiiner was more impressive than even Ins 
words,aD(ln<>oiio bnd.tbolieuitio reply. Wc tcarftilly 
hold our ruipkhis rn onr noses to keep out tho smoke 
and Hindi iwswdl iw we ooukl, woeonghed and choked, 
but we allowad him to finish. Ifnfortuoaldy Sotli 
bcliavcs in cooking a dnoV to a ehi[>, and hence ho 
w.is occupied longer than ho lind piouused, but 
lio wus ihrongh nt last, ami Then not only was he 
happy in the viudic«.tion of liia on liiury knowledge, 
buthehftd tlie satiefaotioii of bringing our ingrali- 
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tude liome to na, by pressing on ns choice morsels, 
^ybich he offered in a delicate and JorgiTing way 
upon liis own fork, andwMohweTrerc fain to accept 
find swallow in the eame fashion under pain of again 
offending him. 

NeTertiielesB the duct was good, the biscuits were 
good, the pancakes were excellent, the hash was 
superb, every article of diet all day long, from the 
gorgeous br^fcwt to the gorging at supper, wlioa 
appetilo had been more than sated, wore unsurpass¬ 
able and we hadaOhristinas long to boremombereiL 

TVe remained in Charleston for two weeks. If the 
reader ubks what we were doing all that time, leu 
Iiimgo to tho old time Queen OityoftlicSoutli, now 
apparently being displaced by her enterpiaing rival, 
Savannah; let him roam about her quaintsh'cetsand 
mingle with lier hoepitiuble people, and he will find 
out. There is much of physical and human iuterwt 
in and around Charleston, from tho live oaks on her 
Battery ortVhito Point Par k, and the moss covered 
trees of her Imoiis Magnolia cemetery, to the oy-s- 
ters gi'owing in thousands around her sea-wall, and 
which wonld furnish unlimited sustoniinco to her 
citizens were they not oyster surfeited. Wo stood 
and gawked at the tropical plants infuU foliage, and 
at the orange trees in full bearing, in the house door 
gai-deiis tin the residents, unacquainted though they 
wevepersonally with us, took pity and gave us the 
names of the plants and told us that the 
were sour, none of tlie sweet varieties being able to 
grow 80 far north. Wo loafed around the market 
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which -was an ever lenewiHg delight, to Mr. Rrcon, 
who, before wo left, had escAhlUhcd a personal bond 
of ftdiniralnoa and fricudsUip from every daikey 
fishormaii wljo brouglir, lii» cai-go there. Wo fed the 
txu-koy buzzards, wc ascertained that the Usli aboot 
Oharls^fcon wore, in their various seoeous, mostly 
shoeimheod, Ikiss, the drum of North Carolina and 
chaiiuvl hasd of P'lorida, Cftn-ifia Oeellntaj sea-hase, 
hero citlloil hlaek fish, which are inoatly caught hy 
tho uegrops outside the bur in their open boat*; eea 
trout, our waikfish: mullet, which they told nswere 
liecomiug scarce; blue fish wLicii are never caught in 
wintor, nud which alft> wcrodiminiehlngin numbers; 
black drumjbipporgces of four or five pounds; both 
the ealt and fruzh water varieties of cat Ash, which 
were very abundimt; whiling, nnr king Ash, and their 
liucst bihlc dclicacy;angel Ash, crcviille; fresh wntcr 
trout, oiir black ba&.=<, and sTiod, whluh begin Ihcir 
mu in Jiinmuy. 

All oi'ouud Olcu'Ieston the negroes seenn to he iu 
jws.scRSion of tho country. They aiopleasnnt, polite, 
aud lazy, arc content bi do tho oUl slave bisks ovon 
wboi ■working for Ihomnelves, and wjU never consent 
to do more wlum 'working for others at any price of 
rcitiuncml.inn, ns though if they worked lofr haul tho 
work would bo evlianated anil them would soou ho 
nothing more lo do. Tlicy arc paid fifty oonls a 
cord, for instauc^?, lo cut woofl, and tliey atop 
when they have cut one coid, aUhougli they are 
through at ouc o’clock. ’They look more healthy 
and happy than the whites threughoat the entire 
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South, which is aprobublya climiicteno result, but 
prcgnsab of many possibilities for the future. It is 
thoy who supply Charleston market, it is they who 
do the fishing and the work, and more importBut 
still, it Ir they who mako all.tJie Sea-isUod cotton 
and bring it to the city in. their boats from the shores 
where inevitable deatlii lurks for tbe superior i-ace. 
That moat raluable of Southern prodncis, the old 
time king of the worhi, arrives in driblets, here a 
pound and there a pound. It is badly baled, but it 
comes and in good order too. To day the negro 
controls the whilom king, which is indeed putting 
the bottom roil on top. 

The Charleston “ Saglea,” as he culled the buz¬ 
zards, were a source of indnito complacency to the 
philosophical soul of the doctor. He would 
watch them by the hoar, sjunpathizing with their 
sietaphysicaUy thoughtful ways. He would study 
their awkward and ungainly motions on the ground, 
and wonder thdt anyUiing so ungrocefid on foot 
could be so exquisitely elegant and graceful in the 
air wlien on the wing. Tlieae quooi' ci'eatures stay 
aroand the market, and although the law forbids 
their being fed, os it is found with them as with 
human buzzards that neoewity is the mother of acav- 
engering, your butcher is always rndy to throw 
them a aurr^titious piece of meat for yom* amnec* 
mont They are the only street cleaners, and if they 
got their dinners gratuitnosly theymightceiiaotlioir 
useful public labors. 

On January tenth we tore ourselves away from 
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Cliiu-lcistoii, bidding good b;F6 to iUi pretty streets, 
its tull spires, itsbeawti f iil gardens, niul its ploassint 
inliabitants, among whom wc must cfipeeially men¬ 
tion Commander Itferrll Miller o£ the Liglit-houso 
sciTico, who Ttis Tory kind in Jlunushing ua chans 
and aftaistingusin many ways. bid olast farewell 
to ForU Samfor and Mouifcrio, and all cho liisLorio 
inomoric'S \vhioh arc outwined ■with those namos; to 
Sullivan’s Islaird, the Coney lala'nd of Charleston, to 
tho Three Sistere, throe palmettoa wUich guard the 
gate where onco tho oonfodcrate soldier stood scnti'y, 
and to the tomb o£ Occolsv oloao by, to the hn-xHiirds 
and tho bounties of tUooity, oatehingu hist glinipso of 
White Point Piirkto'wliieh wo waiveda tojider inliou. 
"Wo headed oui' oonrsetoivards the crook wliicli Insviv 
ceivod tho onphuislio uppoUatiou of “ WappooCiit.” 
Wc oarriod ftwuy froni, OliiU'loston this one valuable 
piocc of iiiformiitioii: Vontiiko “TTi>|wn-.b>tm,” b<iil 
one ijuai't oC cotv poas (a. sort of ainall bean), ntid one 
poniulof boeuii till Uuitv.uTghly oo'jf-u’il, then [uit in 
two qnuri.soP vice, boil for nbonr half an hour longer 
and ujitil well done, then add siiltniidpcpt>cr. This 
recipe cauio from iho coloix;d chef of tlic Chai’lestou 
hotel and must ho ivjrront. J/unooliorualtnr no man 
or woman cau chiim It) bo eoigiioiuut tliat they can¬ 
not cook “Hop-hi-John.” 

Ucyoud Chiirlcstnn wa lia,d onr first disagrocu-blo 
adYCutnix); it occurred wbou ■wo wore miming 
through Wappoo Cut. Wo had l>eon ofEered a 
voluubcor tow by n small Ftnuni tug that wc 
met there, but IumI Jiardly bitched fast to her, 
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"belore a passenger steamer came in sigM going the 
same way. This Teasel gradually gained on \is, and 
when she waa close at band> finding tliai'o was no 
room to pass, as the cnt is ortraioely iiaixow near 
ii 3 outlet where we wore, ran deliberately between 
otir yacht and the tug, cutting our stem lino away 
and nearly anking us. This was an occasion, in 
whicli wo ehonldhare heeu iastified in shooting the 
pilot at his post, but wo ■weiw in a foreign couutiy, 
so to spealc, and all we did was to cast loose our 
linos , and get clear the best we could. Tlie whole 
perforiniiaico wtu the less grciisable, because the 
wheelman saw there were ladies on board our boat, 
and that we were strangers. As this was tho only 
piece of discourtesy sliown us on our entire trip, I 
give the n.aiuo of the ycssel which wiia guilty of it, 
andwua-n all paweugei-s to shun the “Pilot Boy.” 
It was by good luck alone tluit wo escaped, for 
hardly had wo got clear, tliau the two steamers 
jammed togethoi', filling the cut from side to side, 
60 that both were aground,- and we heaid the crash¬ 
ing cf timbers and saw them fast them for nearly 
an hour. Had tiio “Heartsease” been between 
them, slie would haro boon orrished. If any of our 
readers go Bonthby the inland passage from Charles¬ 
ton, and it is a pleasant way of travel, wc hope they 
will in a measure reTen.ge our wrongs, and give a 
bnital captain a lesson in decent behavior, by i-ofas- 
ing to patronise the “ Pilot Boy.” 

One of the most interesting features of the coun¬ 
try wo wore, now passing was the rice fields. These 
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were soparotod by dykor*, and being iw^rlyroctiiugu- 
lar, gave a imrol apiJcumnce LO tbo ]o\v, niavslij- 
limd. Had -b-o Icnowii -wlicro to go. wo conld proij- 
aldy liavti iifid good Euglisli Knij^w slioop’ig. But 
wo dill iiot>:to]i to give ilr. Oreon a cUunco to inter¬ 
view' any ouo to find out. “We, liowoTcr, .■iaw- num¬ 
berless flocks of bay juiiin on tlie loww part of tlie 
South Edisto. whore Llic wind left up one niglic, and 
where. 3fr. Green killed ii coiipiu of do;:cii. On the 
following (lay. tliat genilc-umn wuisi so jilcuBcd with 
tlitt jv-rfornmnor of the yacht in crossing St.. Helena 
Soimd in a Rguiill, that he iiisiskid on rinr putting 
to gea, upon, the ground I liac ho wuis Liroii of such 
tame sailing. The rest of the party were nothing 
loth, and the good little ship was soon across the 
bar and on the broad bosom ol' old Motliei' Or-enn. 
a very Hlop-iiiolhtT n.s slio can al; tunes prove borseJf 
to Ik.'. Unfortunately, the witnl difcL out, tind wo 
tvoro l>eo;ilincil or nearly so. and. cniivlod phtwly jumt 
Eriptp'S Inlet. When wo woi'O ju.st onUicle L’cirt 
Rciyut breaker.®, wiikh wu roaohod at sundown, there 
was a dead, cidm, and wo di-iftoil backwar<ls till wc 
canto lo anclior in ponio four fathoms of water. 

Oiir Inelc did not tloseid u.s, and bvforo dick a 
nice hiw/.o sprang np, wbicli tsirriftil ns into the 
harbor and nji to the minith. of Skull flrcck, where 
VO pasport the night iu piirfoet coiului'l:. Mext 
moniiug the wind come cut strong fivnn the nortli- 
casl, Wondag wh.at sailors wonld call half n gale of 
wind. TVe got nmlcr way ns soon im wo could, 
and were soon ?la,slujig along at a good niuu miles 
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an hoax. To bo sure of oar epeedj I proposed to 
makealogliue. Nowthere is one point about Seth 
Green, •which is if possible more decidedly dcTeloped 
than anotho'; ■wMle he is perfectly satisfied that 
anything he does is botlw done than it over was, 
OTor •will, or ever caa be, by any one else, he is 
equally "well convinced that no one else can do any* 
thing tliat ho canirot, so when I made this pro¬ 
position ho simply smiled on incredulous smile. 
Under the foi-co of that implication, a log line had 
to be made, and made to work, it all hands had to 
swear that she was making ten miles an hour when 
slve "was only making two. 

It •was an original species of a log. I know the 
proper divisions for a fourteen seooucl gloss, •which 
was the one we had on board, but the chip ” had 
to be manafactured out of the side of an old cigar 
box. I never shall forget Seth’s an- of triumph, 
when having driven in the pin too hai-d, it did not 
blip out at the scientific jerk I gave when “ time ” 
■was called on the first trial, the result being that 
the line parted when I was drawing it in. This 
merely encouraged me, as thoie •was no difficulty in 
curing that defect, the only dai^r Itavii^ l^en 
that my improvised “chip’’would not hold well 
enough. So the log was soon in working oinler, and 
informed ns that we were running nine miles an 
hour, and repeated the figure so often, that the 
skeptic was convinced, and asked me to join him 
while ho apologized. 

More bay snipe of all sorts, litido and big, but no 
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time to sKoot thctn. They -wove firing about by 
twod, by threes, by dozens, by Irandreds, but the 
■wind \^'as too fair and too tresh for us to lose it. 
We might bo punished by being reduced to living 
on CMWod food, which, •ftith the exception of corned 
beef, Tegetobles, and preserves, was an abomiuatioii 
to ilic entiw party, and we did not stop volniitarily, 
till wo reached JehyVs Ciwk. In ruferenco to 
Jelcyl’s Orc-fk, there is an entry in my log, that is 
iiitei'OStijig to show how' liistory repeats iiself; 
“ Oyatere E-KCdlenu” Half a ceuLuiy before, 
Professor Ikche, who raado tho very charts by 
which wo were sailing, had apjji'ociatcd the oxcel- 
Jonce of tho Jckyl Creek oysters, and had them, 
barrelled and sent to him every y<4ar. Idoubtj how- 
ovlw, whether ho know how to crak them, at least 
in the (juiiiitity necessary lor a hungry yachting 
IMudy, iunl witir the llmitud cooking appliaticcs of a 
yacht. 

'I.'hoy arc nailed “Eiiecoon OysterR,” forrhe rcaeou 
that thci niccoons e.\1iibitcd so much huuuin natni-o 
ill first- .appreciating flicir cxcolloncf!, and ia getting 
nt their coniuiits. They exist iu imuictisa inoiiiid^ 
and piles, and to the Xortheru eye socm inex¬ 
haustible in numbers, covering huudrcfls, if not 
thousands of square miles, and nvwagiiig tlucc feet 
thick. 'ITicy line tho shoi-ca of tho creeks and 
wntcr ft>ursci‘. like two walls, and cling to bnmelioa 
of bashes, till it can be truly said of them that they 
grow on trees. Their natural position, is with their 
edgus upward, and these are nearly as sharp as 
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rasors, and ■will cut one’s fingers or a i-sccoon’s pair 
terribly, \inloss care is taken iu bundling them. 
Tlio ’coon’s plan is to slyly watcli at low tide, when 
the beds are bare, till the naiLsasploious bivulys, 
longing fox a hroatli of the pnro air of hearen as a 
change hviin the insipid diet of salt water, opens 
his mouth, when he quietly creeps forward and. 
drops a piece of shell into the opening, Mas* 
ter oyster endoaroi'S to resume his natural close¬ 
ness of mouth, hut in vuin; the early closing move¬ 
ment has no I’cference to him. 

My plan of treacmeut was diffenat, although the 
final consequence to the oyster wns about tlie same. 
To open such shorp-edgud creatures in the ordinary 
way would soon have pat our orew, cjtperieuced in 
oyriei' opening though they were, hor$ du oombal, or 
to state it in English, useless for rope-hauling. 
Even 1:0 separate theni from one another was a peril¬ 
ous job, so 1 hit upon Uio simple plan of putting 
them in hunches just aa they grew into the ovens of 
the two stoves. There 1 let them roaet till they 
opened their mouths of theii- own accord, precisely 
as they had done for the raccoon, but under a little 
more compulsion. Cooked iu this way they were so 
delioious os to ho worth a trip to Jekyl’s Creek 
merely to get. We almost lived on Jekyl Creek 
oysters, and if any one of the party got out of spirits, 
if Mb’. Green or the Doctor wanted to propitiate one 
of the queens of thej-acht, and the Doctor especially 
was conlannully engaged iu that way, he never failed 
with a roasted raccoon oyster. 
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IN FLORIDA- 

And now "wo arc at rcrnundina, in Florida at 
It hfts Won a long but a deUgUtlul trip. 01 all tho 
yiioivtiiig we over did, and all of us have been nioro 
or loss follDwovs of tlio sea, tluit is, the iulaiid sea, 
eincB obildliotHl. vo agreed unanimously tliia sail 
from 2vew York to the South by the inland naTiga- 
tioii, was the most delightful. It was ati nnbi'okoa 
charm from the Ijoginiiing to the end, with no more 
of real danger about it tbsui would liiivo liwm on- 
coviiilentd on IJroadway under falling luricka and 
over caving vuiilts. 'J'ho wicty of scdnery was 
eliiirming, tho oddily of tlio troos aud jilunts moat 
iutevcRring, ami lincl ivc liiid tlio time todoToUi to it, 
the Ilsliiiig iiiifl. «lioofiiig would hjirn bcM'u superb. 

Wo hml piiasod old Feniuudlmv, and tamo to 
anchor opposito ilic uevr town of the anno iisimo, 
winch Inwl been selected ou account o£ ihi Imving 
a better harbor in a norther, that terivr of south¬ 
ern lnf.itiiflo.s in winter, and wliieh must have rakcJ. 
the old town preLiy tiioroiighly. Wc had to go 
asboits at oiieo. The tidoa hoTo a great rise and 
fall, and we were glad to avail ourselves of the boat 
club landing whieli was Vindly placed at our dis- 
poiiil. Wo found Fcrnandina a ijuaint old town, 
v.’ilL. a mi.xturo of newness audiige about it. North- 



60 


IM FLOBIDA. 


cm mea coming for tlieir liealcli liad broti^t Nortli- 
em "ways and cxtravagancca j there were modern 
■villas and trim gardens, hut the old manrions w-ei« 
st^ to he seen, and a few of tire ancient houses hailt 
of coquina, a comhinatiou of lime ftud shell. No 
innoYstions could do away with the Southern foliage, 
•which here -was ia ranh growth aud profusion. Wo 
sa-w orange trees in full hearing 5 palmetto trees in 
abundance, from the sornb saw-palmetto to the 
Iccdly cabbage palm, and cfutnses six feet high, •to¬ 
gether "with all the other trees and pkots of the 
•warm latitudes. 

There is a fine shell road to the sea beuch that is 
80 hard that the wheels of a wagon scarcely make a 
mark u^wn it. This beach ia the favorite promenade 
drive of natives and -visitors in the season which had 
not come quite yet, although near at hand. Boys 
in the struets wei'C selling sugur-uanes at five cents 
a stiolc, and banana bushes, which are berhacious 
plants, were growing in many of the gardens. 
Mr. Gi-een proceeded first to indulge in the entire 
Inxui-ies of a barber’s establishment that he found, 
and then to interview the whole population. He 
com© to tho yacht in time for suppor, kden with 
information and two fine Sonthern wcakfish, which 
are mncli bettor to eat than our Northern variety, 
and which arc locally known as trout. 

The fishing around !l^rQandina is exceedingly 
good, and we found tho colored population, whicli 
takes to fishing ib naturally as the bee is nautically 
supposed to tains to a far bucket, everywhere, pnr- 
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suing lUe finnv tribes through tho nnmcroiis crooks 
(uid (vi'ms of the sea. Here we for the lirst time 
the oironlar cast net. it was used fur c&iching the 
ouormons aixrimp or prawn, which, while shupod 
like the counnon sbiimp, has a body six inches long, 
and feelers still longer. This curinns crcainre is 
mostly used for bait, though it is exccliont eating 
when boiled. There is good aheepshcudiiig in the 
crcck opposite the last house before nneljing tho cut, 
and as it was iuiiiossible to keep Mr. Grocn quiet 
longer without a day’s fishing, we had to let him go 
while the rest of tts enjoyed the mere pleasure of 
esifitencB in the delicious climate. Wc ute oranges 
and sacked sugnr-caue iu true chililhood style, and 
wandered through tho rillugo whiia ho was ptirsuing 
seicncc. Wc were not a little ashamed ol oniselves 
when lie rotnmod wilh a magnificent string of 
sliocpsliead, linth the Large and siuull kijuis, sea 
trout, and n du^c-ii <it|jer vsirictios, vicTualling ilio 
ship for buvenil tlay». I'lien our udl? wiuc once moro 
set arnl wo wore off fur tho further Soui.li, for there 
always ij a liighcr height and a donpor depth; so there 
is a further south, a further west, and a more iuao- 
ccssiblo uorl.li. We did not go far, howovcr, before 
wo liiitl to Bto)>. Not- t-liat there was any dire ncct*- 
sity, not that any member of our party was sick, nor 
that tho wind or tho bread liad given out; not that 
wc had lost our coiir&e or were actually impeded in 
any wise, hut still we had to stop—In order to cutcli 
crabs. I take it fur granted tlial there is none of 
my readers so unfortunate us never to have eaten 
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that most delicioas of tuhle IniuricB, the hard-shell 
—^for I haT0 never given my alk^iaaco to the soft- 
crab. If that ie bo, then 1 vill have no oouasion 
to make farther erplanatios, when I say that the 
iluest crabs which we got in the Southern watci's, we 
caught at Feimandino, or rather between that place 
and JaoksonvlUe, for the crabbing was good all the 
way. Mr. Seih flrecn ia especially fond of these 
strange animals, who insist on woaTing their bonee 
crutEido of'their shins, and no indneement except 
satiety will pcrsuatle him away from good erahhing 
ground. The Doctor is also found of crabs, and so 
were all the rest of those on board, and henoe there 
was not tbo slightest objection when ilr. Greon 
made the following sensible remark: 

"Well now that WT5 have got to Fiorida, don’t you 
think it ^most time to l>egiii to od joy ourselvoa? You 
have kept t»s all hard at work os if our lives depend¬ 
ed on it, driving away through good weather and 
had, through rain and shine in order to got hei'c, and 
now that we ai'ehero don’t you think that you might 
lot up for a few days at least till we could have a 
little of the pleasure we came after?” 

The wild dneks which we had killed in Currituck 
were gone long ago, the snipe wo had found on the 
way down, had lasted only a short time, but Mr. 
Gi-cen, had supplied us with all the fialiwo could ear, 
oysters lay around ns hogging to bo picked up and 
roasted, and now wo had an nnliioited 8n]3ply of 
crabs, which merely rofiuested usto offer them apiece 
of I'cfasc meat in czchaugo for tlieir luscious b<^ies. 
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If a mail wanti to live well aad clieaply let Jiiai go 
lo Floriila, there certainly never was such a place 
for u- j’lichting cxixiditiou. WJien we liad boilcvl a 
reserve of nearly a hundred crabs, and we had all 
oaten as many os we could, M'o ceased ciubbing aud 
went to sailing once more. 

Instead of going through the Sisters Creek, which 
is the eliorccr course, wo stood out to sea from l-’ort 
Oeorgo Inlet and run into tho St. John's, a tliiug 
wliich I would udviso no jnau to do unless lie was 
well aciniaiuted with tho bars, or had like tnysclf a 
very light dmft vessel, for both the chauucls are 
narrow and shoal. "When we wore once insido tho 
Sk John’s we got ont our nets in order to avcciriuiu 
jnst whattho waters contained. Aithniigh not fish¬ 
ing is not BO stiiuu luring as that with tho hook and 
linn, it is nioTo uei'tnlu even if hoth 01X3 in skilful 
hiinds. 

AVu wciu rnwnitlod by some small yearling nioss- 
biiakfjn and lilnolish,wbich, while the Doeior liKikod 
on them a" a dii-apjioinlniont, were valuable fw aot- 
tliug the ffiiestifin time both of these fish flpa wu in 
the Southern waters. A further resiilt of our eltiivw 
was, that wc hurried on to Jtmlisonville as f;iat ns wo 
cfmid. On the way we ran overasliiid net. It was 
I'lU-ly in tho niornhig, and there was a sort of h.n2(! 
on wnler, so that w'c did not see the log tliul; tho 
lislicrmeu tic to the end of their nets, to poinl; oat 
where it Is. The owners of it were taking it in firtm 
the ol.her side of their boat, imd oven so old a 
fiiliormiHi as Mr. Giuou was deceived us to the direc- 
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tioti ill Tiiliich it vas strrctcied. We carried a piece 
ot It away iriUi as, and had to cut it ofl from our 
rodder. For this we were sorry, but wero miles off 
hetora we had even got an idea of the extent of apol¬ 
ogy we would have to make, or of the damage for 
which we would gladly have paid. 

At Jacksonville we felt almost as much at home 
as if we were in New York. We found friends there, 
wo made othew, and enjoyed onrselvw so thoroughly 
that it was only the imperatiTe demands of sport 
that compelled ns to move on. .Tust in the neigh¬ 
borhood of BO large a city there is naturally not 
much to shoot or to catch. There ai-e innumerable 
cat-fish wliich Mr. Urcen was never tired of taking, 
and which weighed as much as ten pounds each. 
He insisted they were excellent eating, a matter in 
which we allowod him to have his opinion vvithout 
routestieg tho tfuestion. The water on the surface 
IB fresh, and some black-bass can always be caught 
in tho vicinity. The condition of the water in the 
St. John’s is dhlerent from that of nny other stream 
with which I am familiar. Even as high up as Pilat- 
ka, eightvmiles above, tho surface water is abeoluie- 
]y fresh, while near the bottom there is a cunent so 
salt that crabs oiv. caught in the shad nets. The 
salter dnid seems to bo denser and heavier than the 
other, and will not mingle with it, so that we have 
the anomaly of both fresh and salt-water dsh 
being caught at the same time and place. 

Into the St. John's there empty at every few iniJea 
tidbntary st.reama that are rarely ascended by the 
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Tisitiog spoitsmau, aad where the birds and flsh exIsL' 
in rlicir prims^dl ubimdoncu uud icarlossiieei!. Lt is 
rmnecessary to sijecify IbuBO by name, or to jjartieu- 
Lirlzc any as licltcr li»au others, Xo? they are essen¬ 
tially alike. "We could not explore thcoi all, but 
those which we did, wo found filled with fish and 
with a fair amount of gamjc. It was too early in the 
year for alligators, if they can bo called g;iiue, to 
show tliemsclves, but birds wero to bo liarl pleuli- 
fally, and fish wtiu simply innumeiwble. Of these 
we killed so many that we had to ealc tlienr down. 
Tliere ie an additional interest, the interest of new 
explorations, in ascending the secluded riven, and 
I advise emy tourist who visits this portion of Flor¬ 
ida in his own conveyance, not to omit going up 
one or more of them. 

G’bis wiLs a late season, sbad weic running, and we 
had thorn ftoiiliuHidly on onr ial>!o, )>ut roses woir 
noi; ill full blooiu in l.lic <ipcu air, ;uid as ffir itraw- 
iMnricH, which am usually ahundanl; hy 21cw Vciu's, 
they hud not come iu ainll ycL IVo had bought up 
all tJio curiosities that wc c-oiild distiibntc among 
onr Norbliem friends: we had plajx-fJ with the bahy 
ulligitUir.s in blie jewelry stores; wchud listeuod to 
the first iusiallmcct of the woudt-rful Florida siories; 
we liud dined at aU the oxoollent Jueksouville holcl.«, 
uu<l ivcro ready to withdr.nv ouco morn from civili¬ 
zation. Sso the Ilcartoeasc spnmd her sails again, 
and started up the river. I say "up,” because by 
the current otic courso was up etivam : but it was 
down by llio niiip. IVe were going south, tho 8t. 



rsr piiOEiDA. 


6C 

John’s being one of the few of the North American 
rivers which seem to nui the wrong way, that is, from 
iJio south to the north. In onr short stay in Jack¬ 
sonville we had learned that alligator-tooth jewelry 
Is occasionally made of ooUnloid; that one of the 
heat driuka in the world cd bar-keeping ia a punch 
compounded from the native sour or.mge; that 
Florida atorioe arc aJwa^ reliable, even when tliey 
assert tlmt mosquitoes are so abundant that hogs 
make moals of them, or inform us that the favorite 
gamo flslr of Florida, the tarpon, jui'n['is six feet out 
of water when ho is hooked, or that sharks will seize 
a man if they have to leap as high as the deck of tlie 
yacht to do so. In leaving Jacksonville, we suppased 
we wore leaving all this behind us, not knowing that 
Florida is full of quaint jewelry made, as the jewelry 
of no other part of the world, out of hah scales, sau¬ 
rian teeth, soa beans, sliells, orange tree woods, and 
sharks’ molars j that evorywhero chew arc woudei-- 
Inl storic® which only difllcr from ono another in 
size ; that palmetto hats were to be bought in every 
village store, and that sour oranges hong from innu* 
merable trees, valacless for traffic, and only bogging 
to be made into nectar tit for gods. 

By the time the Doctor li^ made theso pliilo- 
sopUcal reflections, Heartsease was toaruig along 
before a favoring breeze past Mandarin, past the 
Magnolia Hotel and Dretm Cove Spring; jwst Tocoi, 
the terminus of the St. Augustine Kailroad, till she 
made ancliorage by nightfall ofl Pilabka. On the 
way we hod pub up many ducks, bad seen the oows 
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up to tlieir "badiB in Trater feeding off the cabbage at 
tbs bottom, and tbiusting their heads clear under 
to get it, and we began to realm that in the end wc 
might conm to bclioTe anything of the wonders of 
this wondei-ful land. On the last day of our stay in 
Jackson'viUe, "we had given a little lunch on board, 
and to ^ow wbat dinners can be got up there, and 
how easily, 1 will reproduce tlie bill of fare. Every¬ 
thing hod been prepared on board, and although 
our enhiu conld only seat twelve, wc placed before 
the guests cold turkey, beef and tongue, chicken 
salad, prepared by the Doctor in most artistic style, 
stew^ oyster's, roast potatoes, radishes, and for des¬ 
sert banana salad—an invention of the bcttci- part of 
the party,—Dnmmit Grove oranges, eupidiUss, and 
grapefruit, ■withpwcM monikes of palmetto loaves 
.'uid sour oranges m branches. Therowaa nlittlo 
paiiile/aies (/ras nHno, but that need not be counted, 
because it camo from the North. 

Wo found that when we liad reached Pilatka the 
stories, insteiid of diminishing, developed yet more 
astonisliing pi-oportions. The mosquitoes, that Uie 
liogs fed on at .Tackaonville, put out the Load light of 
thclocomotivc at Pilatka, extiDgnished abouflre, and 
made notliing of the negroes “ light wood torches;” 
the tarpon of Jacksonville could only jump six feet 
high when hooked, while the tarpon of Pilatka, with¬ 
out being hooked, bounded clear over tbe rail of the 
stcjimboat Sath Low, which was ten feet from the 
water, siTUck the captain in the stumacli, and knock- 
edhimdown. Wc hadnotbeenatPilatkatwodays. 
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before we were ready to swallow aay mental haUncl- 
nation, so rapidly does faith grow in the glorions, 
and balmy tdr of ilorida. 

If Jacl^onville hod been attractiTO, Pilatka was 
e()Tialiyeo. Opposifco fco itisthefamuasorargcgrove 
of Mr. Hart, which we had. to TisiL, and whoro we 
ate onr first oranges, pluoked by oui-selves from the 
trees, beside tasting mandtmDS and tangerins, lem¬ 
ons, limes, guava- and baimna. 3 , and that best of all 
oranges, the gi'npe fruit. There were great planta¬ 
tions of bananas, which grow by suckers from the 
roots, and increase like weeds. Theyhavo to be three 
years old before they bear, and the development of 
the flower and fruit, whioh was going on while we 
were fiiere, was a pretty sight. TLotop of tbe stalk 
turns over and prodnees a huge purple flower of a 
single leaf, as large as tTi .8 hand of a giant. Prom 
under this large leaf starts a cirole of small sprouts 
like fingers. The big leaf falls ofi, but from tlie 
ends of the fingers burst other, much smaller purple 
flowers. Then below the row of fingers grows au- 
other large flower like the fii-st, and it also uncovers 
another row of fingers, so on till the entire bunch of 
banariRfl, as we know it in the market, is foimed. 
Even then the flower point does not eeaso growing, 
but exhibits flower after flower, which arc merely 
omamontal and do not result in fruit. Sprouts start 
80 freely from the roots, that the young bushes havo 
to be out away every year with ecythes, or they would 
become crowded, and the fruit degenerate. Every 
day, that was spent studying the wonderful 
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productions oi Florida, every new tree or 1 >nsli, 
which attracted onr attentioa by its beauty, 
or its oddity, eyeiy new species of fruit, 
which charmed our palate with its otiginaUty of 
favor, made us more in love with this iatercstiug 
country, and wisit that it and its accompauimenis 
could only exist in a colder climate. There was but 
one feding in the minds of the party on leaving Mr. 
Hal t’s plantation, which was that each, of us could 
own an orange grove, and have it close at home. 

One evening us we were returning after a soiling 
excursion to visit the neigliborbood, wo heard cries 
whirii sounded like cries of distress. The negroes 
were so in the habit of laughing at, and jibing one 
another, that we at first took uo notice of these. It 
was nearly night, so dark, that objects could not bo 
distinguished at any considerable distance; bat the 
oiies continuing, we determined to see whether they 
meant merely fun or something mox'o serious, and 
kept away in the direction from which they came. 
That moment’s delay cost at least one man his life, 
and brought sorrow to one honaehold. A.ftcr sailing 
a few minutes, we were able to distinguish an object 
in the water, which looked like a boat capsized. 
Snch it turned out to be, and as we approached, 
we could make ont a number ret men clinging to its 
sides. It was a launch belonging to the crew' ol a 
steam ferry boat, and was used by the men after 
their day’s work was over to take them across the riv¬ 
er, as they the steamer on tbc other side. It was 
abundantly able to carry the number that started in 
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it, and more, but Bome of them had been pouring 
out libsitions to Baccbua, or had been ewried away 
by foolish animal spirits, wre could not exactly detei- 
mine whicb, and the result was, tliat the pai-ty of 
mei'ry-makeTs was suddenly tamed into one of 
moxuners. 

We luffed np alongside, and lay to, while our men 
lowered tho boats, and picked up all the poor fellows 
who were loft. Two wean unacoounted for, one of 
whom had been seen to lei go his hold and sink. Ser- 
erol of tho others would hare soon followed his exam¬ 
ple, except for our timely aiTivnl, for the water hap¬ 
pened to be cool that evening, and quickly benumb¬ 
ed their warm soutliern blood, although they were 
whites, and not blacks, as we at first supposed. Af¬ 
ter they were all on bo.ard, and it was apparent that 
there was no nse in looking for their lost comrades, 
we hiiched a luxe to their boat, and towed it behind 
UB towards tho shore. As the men crowded on our 
deck, they soemed so miserable, and did so Uomble 
with tho cold, that the hearts of the ladi^ weio 
touched, and nothing would do hut they must bo 
brought into the cabin, and warmed at the stove, 
there being not room enough for so many in tho fore¬ 
castle. Their clothes dripped and drained over our 
pretty carpet,aiidlcft8tainB, which never were to dome 
out, but we felt only too glad that wo liad been able 
to be of some use to any of our follow “toilers of t!ie 
sea.” finally warmed their blood, and put fresh 
life into them with liberal rations of rum, which was 
fifty years old. Amid their sufferings what ra-used 
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t}iem the most pain, was, that they would have to 
tell the wifo of the onginocor, who was lost, o£ his 
death. This they dreaded as macb as they would 
have dreaded another stiugglo in the water. 

There is often danger- from the hcary fogs, which 
roll up deus^ imd dark on tho Si Jobi’s in the 
night time, and we saw soToml accidents from that 
oanse. "We took tho precaution of always anchor¬ 
ing, when not in port, on some flai and making 
sure of a well filled anchor lighi The steamers 
invariably follow the channel, for their own protec¬ 
tion, and the pilots run at full speed, as in that way 
alone cun they be snre of their position, a- knowledge 
which comes to thorn by habit. Tliere was, how¬ 
ever, one annojunce, which no lights would pre¬ 
vent, no mosquito nets keep oat, andiioivreparatioti 
mitigate, tho plagiio of gnate; they come, when they 
mnkenp tlieir iniiids to come, in myriads, poui'down 
tlio companion way, preferring the inside of the 
oibin to tljo outiiido, mnkethemsolvcsafchoino, push 
into the Btate-roomg, and do not earo in the least 
how many millions of their number you immolate. 
1 had been advised that insect powder, if burned in 
the cabin, would drive them ont. On tUsir fii^t 
visitation I tried the i-emedy. It is to be feaixid that 
the heartless person who gave me that recipe wfts a 
practical joker. There is nothing in the natme of 
gnats to specially provoke merriment so far as I 
could ever see, or feel, but there are persons who ex¬ 
tract pleasiue from afimeral. IplacedasmnllquaiL- 
tity of the powder on a piece of paper, which Ilight- 
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ed. Thepaper was sKxm eonsniaed, bafc the powdfir 
remained intact, in fact itpteam'cd that part of the 
paper, which was directly under it. Then I added 
some chips, and laying the whole on an old I'kte, 
tried it again; failure nnmhor two, the powder was 
still imconsamed, and the gnats, who had not neg¬ 
lected. these oppottnniticfl, while I was busy, to pay 
tlreii respects to me, were as happy and lively as ever. 
Determined not be foiled, I then, built a fire in the 
stove, and leaving the stove holes open, poured the 
powder on the flame. In vain, it only put out the 
fii'e. After that I lost faith in the virtues of insect 
powder, and hod to endure as well as I could, lamen¬ 
tations coming faintly through the doors of the 
state-rooms ‘'Ob what are these strange things that 
are biting tis so.” Patience seems to be tlio only 
cure for gnat bites, and we did not carry that ai'ticle 
wi th ns. 

“Doctor,” said Mr. G-reeu one morning, after 
wc liad epent a couple of weeks in the delightful 
laziness of sight seeing and curiosity buying, “ how 
much longer do you think the skipper intends to 
keep US idling here ?” He had devotedhia attention 
lately to dragging the Doctor with him on his iutci-- 
viewing expeditions, and they had just returned 
from their tenth call upon the northern shad fisher¬ 
men, who, having brought their nets from their 
homes to try and catch tho earliest run of shad, 
were camping in the woods beyond tho town. 

'‘I mn afraid,” replied our medical associate with 
base dishonesty, for he was fully as fond of thedoZfM 
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fnrnimiesta myselE, “that ho inteods to remaio 
hei-e lor the rest of Ms natural life.” 

“ 'What^ going to stay hero for cTor!” came from 
tho pretty moutb, -whioh belonged to a pretty head, 
that jtist then appowed above Hie ooinpauion srav, 
“ r do like to go fishing, and get. away from poople^’ 
“Yes,” came faintly from another in the bowels 
of the cabin, “ I am always fond of a change.” 

“■ft'e havn’tcangbt a fish sinoo day before yos- 
toi-day,” continned Setli in a most injured tone of 
voice. ^oulrl like to catch something beside cat¬ 
fish once more.” 

This is tho sort of thing that the yachtsman has 
to bemr from his mutinous crew, and thoi-e U but one 
way of dealing with it I went forward without a 
word, called my men, and we wore underway so 
soon, tliat tho breath was nearly taken fi-om the 
piu'l.y, and IhcMinl low grumblings about provisions, 
which ought to have been laid in, and cunoaitios, 
which were to Jiave been Ijougbt, ioid whioh never 
conldhogotagtun, for auLourafterwai'ds, as wew'cro 
rapidly mnniiig np the rivo'. 

The weather bad bocome hot, tho thermometer 
riiirking eighty-nine in the shade, and mosquitoes 
made tlioir appearance in the OTcnings; for those 
wc were piop^, m tho yacht was especially fitted 
with mosquito screeiia. But the heat was too much 
for us, and it was unanimously determined chat we 
must take a bath. We had brought our bathing 
dresses more by good luck than good managoment, 
for we had no expectation of quite so summery a 
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time in the uucM ot muter. We had l)eeD afaiired 
that BnakcB nerer enter the 'waters of a sulphur 
spring, andthat there 'Was a stdphtir spring at Wc- 
laka on onr way. So wo stepped wlierc wc thought 
it must he according to the chart, and in that in¬ 
stance, &a in ah others, the.chart was right. In 
ioot from the beginning of our trip to tlic cud we 
found ontselTes, by the rid of the charts, inostera of 
the situation, wd generally much better informed 
than the natives. 

We anchored the yacht at the bend of the riror 
just below Welaka, nnd tehing tho small boats row¬ 
ed into the spring, which was only a hundred yai’<l8 
away. What a glorious sdgbt it was, no iraling little 
affair, such as is called a spring ut the ^orth, bub 
a busin two hnndred feet across, the water boil¬ 
ing up in the centre in a jet as large round aa a hogs¬ 
head, nnd rising afoot abore the surface, clear as crys¬ 
tal, nnd gleaming like gems, the irriclescent u-aTCS 
spreading away from the central souioe in lines of 
gjistening transparency, the sunlight reflected from 
every ripple, as from a tiiousand prisms. Such a 
perfect bathing spot we had never seen heforc, it was 
a bath-room fit for Diana and hci' nymphs. Wo 
had put on onr bathing clothes before leaviiig the 
yacht, audit took us hut a few moments to fasten our 
boats at)d plunge overboard. 

Suakes are one of the drawbacks of this warm 
tropical State. On some of the keys on the Gulf 
side, they ai'e so numerous that no man is safe in 
landing. The most deadly is the rattlesnake, but 
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the most disagreeftble is the mocassin, which, al- 
thongh. aotso fatal, somcthues attacks amaa iu the 
water without proTocation. The latter's bito pvo- 
ilueos poa^alysis more frequently than death, bat os 
his attacks cannot be guarded against, he is really 
a more unpleasant enemy. The traveller’s safety iu 
hafhing consists in scoking one of these wonderful 
sulphur springs, into which snakes do not enter, al¬ 
though Ash abonnd in them, looking like moving 
motes in liquid amber. The toinporatnre of these 
springs is not cold, being the same as that of tlio 
rivers, l>ut themis sometliing orceedingly exhilarat¬ 
ing in bathing in them. The feeling of the water is 
diSerent from that of any other bath. Them is a 
peculiar sense of cleanliness, and alightnossof spir¬ 
its, which may account for the fancy of Ponce do 
Leon, that lie had at laskfouiid Uie source of oteiuial 
youth. Many ofthese springs are brought within the 
destntetive dominiou of man, and are open to evoiy 
passing tourist, but the one wha'6 wc ware was sa¬ 
cred to him, who has his own conveyaixce, and was 
not to b® defiled or ^xdluted by the common way¬ 
farer. 

TVe Jiad a delightful bath. There is a common 
delusion that the water of the sulphur springs is so 
thin and lij^t, th.it it will not support the best 
swimmer. We soon ascertained that this WiU a to¬ 
tally unfounded fancy, so fcir as the Wekica spring- 
■was concomed. We not only swam to and fro 
withont difficnlty, but enjoyed an ndditjonal pICM- 
ure in getting directly over the boiling spout itself, 
4 
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and lifting buoyed up by it^ -wliere the water was tcu 
foot. (leap. All of ua weiu sorry, when OTeniug and 
hnn§;w oompelled us to I'etain to the yacht 

Tho sluries concerning the dangerous nature of 
tho snakes of Florida are probably exaggei-ated, as 
vro saw no moro of them, than wo would hare seen in 
the sameomonut of country life at the Korth. The 
nogro children bathe off the docks of Pilatka and 
Oaokson-ville as a oommon thing, and later in tho 
year, when the pmil from snakes Is greater. There 
are spots, where, as I ha\e said, they are to be dread¬ 
ed, and we heard well authenticated stories of men 
bdug snake bitten, but on tho other hand old hun¬ 
ters, wlio wem in tbo woods most of their time, told 
US they were nerer troubled by titeir attacks, and 
the oaiu])ing out jia-vties, which wo encountered all 
over, seemed not disturbed by them. Still, while 
ott tlie subject, I will giro the prosex-iption which 
w£^ kindly fnmished us by Dr. Kenwoithy of Jaok- 
sonrillc, and which will doubtless prove a bettor 
cure th.'Hi tho common one of getting drunk on 
whiskey; mix two tablespoonfuls of the carbonate of 
ommoniu with cnotigb spirits of camphor to make a 
pustc. Apply this on arag to tlic bite, changing tho 
rag as often as it gets discolored. Oiir medical as¬ 
sociate gave Jiis approral to the remedy, and if those 
two authorities could not cure a snake hitc, no one 
can. 

Aa our little yacht shot out from the 8t. John’s 
River, nearly two hundred miles above the plaoo 
where we had entered it, and came into full view of 
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that beantilnl sheet of water. Lake George, thoiis- 
an(Ls of wild ducks rose three gunshots ofE, andflew 
aw.iy. The sight j-ojoioed our eyes, for wo had jmss* 
ed sevei'al days on the idTer without sooing any largo 
birds except the strange water-turkeys, or snake- 
birds. Unfortunately we bad no Ixittery with us, 
and had to trust to finding a point of laud that the 
ducks would appi-oach. This was no oasy thing (» 
do, and we sailed half the length of the north shore, 
before reaching a protnisiug spot, a narrow point 
running out Initwecn two bays, and at the outer 
end of which the birds were crowded cogctlier in 
flooks of thousands. There was nothing to be done 
till the next morniug, and seeing a farm house on 
the nock of land, Mr. Seth Green, went ashore to 
get what information lie could from the owner, 
^rhis gentlemnn wnis at the moment'working in. his 
garden, and although tho tliarmomciei- stood at 
eighty in tlio shade, he wore the cnoumbrance of a 
pail- of Jong Indi.a rubber bools. As these seemed 
rather out of accord ■with the ioirid tempcratui-o, ho 
was delicately asked his i-easous for wearing Ihom; 
“well,” he replied philosophically, “tliey cannot 
strike ovoi- those.” This sounded ominously, for 
although, 1 have said, we had heard a good deal 
about snakes, we had soon nothing of them yet. 
Onr doubts were removed when the gentleman 
pointed out an immense dead i-attlesnako hanging 
on theli-mhof abash. Mid added, “I killed him yes¬ 
terday.” "We ratnmed promptly to the pcht, con¬ 
tented to make our oxplorationa by water thoroaf- 
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ter, tai TTC shoTild get over the effect of so sadden aa 
introduction to a new acquaintance. 

K'oxt day wo deroted to the dnch^ ’oat we were 
not £)rop«dy rigged for them, and soon learned that 
without a battery we could not expect to kill many 
in tho wide watCTs of Lake Geoigo, they were most¬ 
ly broad-hills, but did not seem to be aa healthy as 
out ITorthom ducks. One of my men, who was an 
old gntinor, said that their feathers appeared to be 
burnt, ns tliougli they had been scorched by tho 
Huu. They ate continually ohased by all tho visit¬ 
ors to Florida, ailly shooters, who fire at them from, 
every passing steamboat, or who pursue them in the 
small rieam yachts, which arc bcooiuiug afeature of 
Southern travel. Tire day following, we eaileil across 
the lake to tho south-west comer, intending to as¬ 
cend tho JuniperOreek, whichemptiwiutoitthero. 
Mr. Green aud mysolf weic all of tho party who ’ 
citiud to make tho exploration; wo took one of the 
small boats, and etniok into the outlet, which we 
had foundwithoutdifBeulty aud cominoncedtlic aa- 
cmt. It was a strange, desolate river, quite unlike 
our N'orkhom streams, dowaud sluggish most of tho 
way, half grown up with glasses, weeds, and cabbage 
- plants, lined on either si^ by a rank,' tall muss of 
reeds, that were yellow with age, and' approaching 
decay, ovorhung hero and there by some Southern 
plants or btishiK, and once in a while winding be¬ 
tween groves of palmettos. There was a sombre, 
savage, and deadly appearance in the water itself. 
Wc proceedod quietly for a timej but Mr. Green, 
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who 38 more ftlivc to the contents of a stream than 
to its air of gloom or brightness, broto the sUenco. 

Kow,” lie said, as he began setting up his rod, 
“ J will sliow you my faTorite rig for catching big- 
mouthed buss. Look at that trolling spoon, it is 
something of my own inTention, although the tackle 
shops ai-e getting them lately.” 

Ho had a special arraugement of feathers and tiu, 
not bo described on }>aper, bat long experience baa 
mado uifi skeptical about new a1I-1dUing inveutions, 
and jlossibly my countenance Iwtraycd my thoughts, 
fur ho wont on, us bo saw me getting ont a cast of 
baas iliuE. 

''I know” ho observed, throwing his luro over¬ 
board, “ that other rigs will tafco some, but yon see 
now, I shall have one within a minute.” 

1 had T)o choice, as I was seated in the how of the 
boat, and could not h.are usod u trolling spoon if I 
hud wisboil, tu our lilies would Imve fouled. 1 had to 
put on flies and fish by casting. 

“TlmLisall very woll,” I replied, “at certain 
times, and in a stream like tliia, but if we had a 
largo, deep river, I would rather use a number of flics 
on a long leader.” 

“ There,” said Mi% Green at that moment as he 
struck a fish, “ what did I tell yon. If you want 
to take black-bass, partienlarly this kind—” 

Heneverfinisheihia observation, for at that mo¬ 
ment a four-pound fish seized my fly, and .it took 
onr joint skill and attention to keep from fouling. 
He lUiuiagcd, however, to got his fish in quickly, as 
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if; wae a amall ono, and give me an opportunity to 
play mine with the light tackle that I was nsiug. 
Wesaved them both, but they were only the foi-e- 
mnners of au unlimited, number. The spoou did 
xmdonbtcdly kill the most, but thoi-e were all that 
wo botli wanted, ton times over, and wo had to stop 
ilshing, to avoid doetroying more than we oould use. 

I ha<l the satisfaction of catching the largest, Itow- 
ovea-, with the fly. 

Wo liad brought a gun, as well os oar fishing 
tiwkle. Snddenly firora out the bushes there luse 
with imicli noise and flniry .a large bird. I luid 
Inirdly tiinu to grab my gun, liefure ho was out of 
range, and althoagh I fired, it was inefEectually. 

“ Oh, I am sorry yon missed, him,” said Mr. 
Green sadly, for ho always lakea a dejoeted view of 
other pcoplc’sfaiiures, “that was aLimpkin, audi 
should like to have got him.” 

“1 thought it was a water tAirkoy,” I replied, re¬ 
ferring to tho queer creature tliat wo ]«afl soon on 
ever slick and stump in the St. John's. “ But what¬ 
ever it was, it WiV8 out of range W'iicn I fired.” 

“ I tliink ho was a Limpkin,” persisted my com¬ 
panion, “{lon’tyou, Charley?” 

Tho stre-am was hecoraiug i-apidly ixarrcwer, aud 
as that made the fishing more diificult, and wc had 
all the fish wo wanted, we took in oui* lines. Soon 
Cliarlej h.'id to cease rowing and resort to poling. 
We finally came to where it was so nan'ow that 
there was scarcely room for tho boat, aud the over- 
hsiigmg bnmehes aud hushes swept against our 



IN PLOniDA. 


81 


twes. We wore just about to give tip atiy' idea of 
further advance, tvhon suddenly wo shot out from 
die small brook into n broad rivfu’- 'lustead of 
having lutcendcd to the head watoi's of thu Juniper, 
tfu had hardly beou in it at all, ha\iiig mistaken 
ono of its raoiiLhs for the stroam proper. The hour 
was growing lato, but this now river seemed so 
attractive, wo were so sure that it waa the one wo 
had iMoa looking for, and that it must lead into the 
lake not tar fi’om whore we liad left onr yacht, that 
wo determinod to descend it instead of rctrociug 
onr course hy the way wo had ooiiio. Hero it wai- 
that I fired a.t and -wonuded a real Limpkin, as I 
have ali'eady relamel. We went down with the enr- 
i-ent, having in the broad atream a good chance to 
use the oara. The sun dropped behind the tress, 
which were more numerous on the banks of this 
streanr than they had been on tlioae of the other. 
On and on, and stall we did not come to the outlet 
It began to look us though wo had, miide a mistake, 
and this river ivaa a different oue from what we had 
supposed. Tlio piuepoct of spending tho night 
in the woods now forced itself upon na. My ooat 
was thin, and already the evening air felt chill; we 
could make a dre, for we were too old stagers to bo 
caught without matches, but tho thought of auakea 
was not pleasant, in spite of the assurancea of their 
mity, and the exoollenoe of our antidote. 

Charley had been rowing a long time and was 
getting tired, ao I oftei-od to '‘spell” him. This I 
did till tho suu had gono entirely and daxknc.sK was 
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closing in upon us fast. Stall no signs of the lako, 
or of jai <aid to this apparently endless riror. 
Strange noisos rang tlirongh the forest, cries like 
those of wild beasts, but such as we had ncrer 
board before, often as we bad passed the night in 
the wooda 1 recalled what I had read of the puma, 
tiio dreaded Sonthora tiger, and realized the fact 
that against liim number fonr duck shot would be a 
feoblo dofonce. The noises grow louder and louder, 
the forests fairly reverberated with the unearthly 
screams till, whou one more thau xisually hoixible 
burst upon onr ears, Mr. Oiueu inquired with a 
composure, which seemed slightly assumed : 

“ What sort of an animal do you think it ia that 
m^es a noise like that f ” 

I J^ad iieTor heard anything so appalling in my 
life before, but was not to be outdone by my aaso- 
date m coolne-ss, and replied iii a hollow mockery 
of jest: 

“'fhat? Oh, that is a Limpkin. There can bo 
no doubt of tliat.” 

To this reply Mi-. (Jreeu made no direct naponse, 
though his face intimated that jokes on some occa¬ 
sions were mrt of place. Tlie unnatural stillness 
of the country made these noises perhaps more 
ominous and nnoarthly. There was not a breath 
of air to stir the .trees, no ripple or current to cho 
stream which might have divortod our thoughts by 
its ciusical babble, and deathlike silence hung over 
the land, except -when broken by the ringing 
screams. The night was getting darker and darker. 
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and at last ire came reluctantlj bo the conclusiou 
that -wc bad better stop, in order to prepare our 
otunp and make sure that there wcare no rattlesnakes 
■while there ■was light enongh to do so. 

“ Let H3 go to the nest tom,” said Both, who 
bad ovon a greater dislike than the rest of ns to 
spending the night in. the 'woods. “ If wo do not 
see any signs of an outlet there we may as well give 
it np.^’ 

“ Agreed,” I replied, as I bent onoo more to tho 
oars, " let us keep up hope.” 

Wo proceeded, but ■with little expootation of any 
good results. Whiit was our surprise and joy then, 
on reaching the point, to behold tl>e broad waters o£ 
the lake spread out before us, and tiio Ifeai-laeaae 
lying in foil view with her light np. Tho sight 
gave me suoh vigor that I rowed the rest of tho 
way, although Charley ;nmcinnced that ho 'H'as reshwl 
and ■wanted to take the oars. 

In spite of tho beauty of the country, there is a 
souse of desolation about the wilder parts of Florida. 
The great trees, covered with moss, and many of 
them going to decay; the dull, sluggish rivers with 
slow discolored current, the low lauds never rising 
above a sholl-mouud of twenty feet height, combine 
to produce a feeling of droary solitude. This witf 
particularly noticeable on the journey to and from 
Florida, through the endless swamps, marshes, and 
reedy i^onds, which border the narrow inland pas¬ 
sages, and -was only occasionally broken by passing 
a town, or one of the few countiy seats that aro to 
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bo foimd OQ tho nnbealthy ehorea. Kor do Ihcro 
seem to be many "water fowl ontlic Soatbern Aiiaukio 
Coast, until yon pass "to tho south of St. Aiignstina 
!»nd reach the neighborhood of hidian Riror. In 
luahing the trip to and from tho St. John’s, wo only 
sjtw, beside the dneks and English snipe the bay- 
bii"i>, of n'liich I hare spoken, and a number of the 
htuidsome and imposing white Iierons. These 
stood in solemn grawdenr on the shore of some 
©reek, and soemod too glorious to shoot. Occasion¬ 
ally, howerca:, we co-nld not resist, and luid to mur¬ 
der them fortheirloveliness. Thenonoof us"\vould 
hido himself among the roods on the shore, while 
the other would go to tho u.xti-cmo cud of tlie line 
of stately creatures, and pnt them up. They fly 
slowly along tlie edge of tho "water, and if the 
sporteman is weE hid, there ia no diffloiilty in get¬ 
ting a shot at them. They should never be killed, 
•nnless it is to set them "np and presorve them, a.s 
•was done for us by the Doctor. 

In Lake George "there "were millions of mullets 
jumping continually out of "water, like dancing sil¬ 
ver arrows, they "would not take the fly, or trolling 
spoon, and as we had all tho fish "wc could use. "we 
did not try the not. We visited a splendid siiring, 
caJlcil by a name which sooms to be given by com¬ 
mon consent to most of the sulphur springs of Flor¬ 
ida, that of “ silver.” It empties into tlic lake on 
the western aide, about half "way down. A bank of 
miail shells, which must have been cast np by tho 
waves, marks the outlet. Many of them are in good 
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pieservatlon, and quite pi'ofcfcy. Sareral aorta of flali 
were swimniinghithor and thitbor in the spring, and 
tho strciini from it waa filled vith a thin gi-ecn moss, 
wbicli tbe ladies uonrertod into a becoming head 
covering, and dubbed the “ mermaid’s vrig.” Wo 
saw somo big thirties and alligators and enjoyed a 
bath. 

It ■ffnfl not safe to iahe tho yacht through the nar¬ 
row and crooked rivor above Jjake George, if wo wore 
to limit ouTsclves in the remotest degree to time, for 
none but free winds would move us either one way 
or the other, so wo had to leave our pleasant aquatic 
matisio)! and descend to the huindimm of the little 
stern wheel steamers, which weio continnally pass¬ 
ing ns, and throwing np fountama of water from 
their latter ends. By tho same means we explored 
the Ocklawabi, which falls into tho 8t John’s fur¬ 
ther north. The vessels are adapted to winding 
round through the circuitous hesnds of the streams, 
•whcTO tho trees nearly meet overhead. In order to 
see thcii' way, Uie pilots have to build fires of pine 
knots at night on the top of the pilot house, wliich 
gives a ]>oculiaxly romaiitio and. interesting appear¬ 
ance to the scene. On tho way wa saw no end of al- 
ligatoTB and forest birds, eapeci^ly tbo famoas Limp- 
kin, wliicH langhod, yelled and jeered at us in the 
security of a regulation which forbids the discharge 
of fire arms on bo.ird the boats. 

But we had to be gettin g back, if w-e were to com¬ 
plete our explorations of the rest of Florida, so as soon 
as we could finisli our steamboat travel, we hnniod 
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down streani once more to JacksonTille. The run 
oulside to St. Axagustitio is not a long ono, hot this 
cooii; is more dangerous than tlxat further nortln 
An easterly irind strikes 31 more hearilv, and the 
inlets ore shoal. ISspcciallr is this the case in the 
long run below Mataasas and Mosquito Inbts. In 
foot I cannot do better tliun quote the words of a 
repoi't OQ the inland navigation of tluit seotlon, 
kindly furnished me by Mr. J. E. Hilgard, the effi- 
ciout Suporintendont of tbo United States Ooast 8ur* 
Yoy, to whom I am unclor many obligotions far in- 
formatiou and odrice: 

“ There is no inland passage from the St John’s 
to Sfc. Augustine. You must cross St. John’s bar 
(with eight feet mean low water), but rexist talre a j)i- 
lot, as the channel is constantly shifting ai\d cluing- 
iug in dei)th. On the vvhole, I would adrisetakhig u 
smooth time at Su Mui-y’s aud going outside all the 
•way to St. Augustine. There is excellent anchorage 
off Old Eoniaudina (bnt a short ■distanoo from the 
bar); and the whole run is bnt about fiftymiles, and 
can be nuide in a few hours. 

“When off St. Augustine, a pilot'will take you up 
to Oie town. There h nine feet on tho bar, but it 
constantly shifts. Tho famous ‘ fresh •water springs ’ 
in tlie ocean are situated eight miles S. by E half E. 
from the ‘ entering buoy ’ of this inlet 

“Bound to the south-ward, Matanzas River cunies 
you from St. Augustine through a distanoo of nearly 
thirteen miles to Matanm Met Tho channel is 
winding, but has deep ivatcr for a little over seven 
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mile^ TThero there is a scren-feet bar. Below lihi*, 
ior nearly two miles, five feet is the least water, in 
a ci'ook^ channel close under the eastern, bank. 
Tl\cnce are depths Tarying from nine to twenty feet 
nntil XatanziiB Inlet is reached. The route to the 
Bontba-ard le.ads across this inlet with seven feet at 
mcim low watei*; and on entering the river again, on 
the Bonth sido of the inlet, yonwiUhavehut six feet. 
Itfatiuizas River heads in the midst of cxteiisivn 
inavshes between five and six miles to tUcsoutliward 
of the inlot; and but two feet can Iks carried tbrougis. 

•■‘Beyond tills there is no navigation. Wishing to 
proceed still farther sonthwurd, you must retcacfi 
your course to Hataiizas Inlet, cross tlie bar and 
sldit the Florida coiisb for about fifty miles to Mos- 
qivito Inlet. Yonr pilot (for you must have ob¬ 
tained one at St. Augastine or you cannot enter at 
all) will telco yon over the bar with about six foot at 
mean low water—^tlie mean rise aud fall being two 
foot. Once in the inlet yon may go to the north- 
wiird, through Halifax Eiver to its head, tiveiity 
miles above. While in tlie narrow pa.s3(igc, which 
extends from Mosquito Inlet for ovei’ five miles to 
the northward, you will carry not lees tlian, ton feet; 
but when the river expands you willflnd shoal water 
—the depths varying fi-oni three to nine feet, except 
in occasional deep holes. The ch^nel is vorj nar¬ 
row, and can only be followed by the stakca. The 
sraall settlements of Port Orange and Daytona are 
situated on the western bank of tliis river. Three 
feet at mean low water can bo taken to itshead, but 
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thers is no Innax tide after you get above the indu- 
eucH) of the inlet—the rise and M being gorcmed 
solely by the winds. 

Gohtg southward, from Mosquito Inlet you enter 
Hillsborough KTor; which, through a winding 
course between fifteen and sirtconmiles long, brings 
you into Mosquito Lagoon, twelve miles to the 
southward of the inlet. Two miles and a half up 
Hillsborough RiTet is Now Smyrna, a protty little 
sottlemont on the wostom bank among oraiigu, fig 
and banana trees. Ninofeot may bo taken, to abreast 
of the Tillage; not less than Ato feet is found for 
five miles beyond NewSmyma; but aboTO that ijoint 
no more tlian three feet can he oai'ried through to 
Mosquito Lagoon;—altliougli there are deep holes 
with as much as three and a half fathoms. Tlic 
cliannol is narrow and very crooked. 

, “ Mosquito Lagoon is wide and shallow—its width 
ranging from one to two and a half miles. It Ir&s u 
guniral course about S. by S.,and Ubotween fif¬ 
teen and sixteen miles long. A bur of three and a 
haJi feet obstructs the entrance from Hillsbomugh 
Eiver; but, that once crossed, a good eliannel, with 
from five to ten feet takes yon to within two miles 
of its hood. This teminatea the inland navigation, 
unless the vessel be able to pass through ' Haul-over 
Canal.’ There is but a foot and a half water in this 
canal. 

“ Indian River maybe entered from seawardby In¬ 
dian River Inlet, which enta through the sandy strip 
of coast-line about one hundred miles to the sonth- 
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Tvardof Mosquito Inlet and sixtymiles below Cape 
GaiiaTeraL Iwouldnotadviseasniall vessel to attempt 
to navigate this coast; asit isverydangerous should 
the wind como to the of»tward (which it oiten does 
iu this vicinity), aud there is no shelter except the 
preoarions anchorage under C-juioveraL The bar at 
Indian River inlet has seven feet over it at low wa¬ 
ter, but shifts constantly in both depfchand position, 
and can only be crossed in the smootbest weather. 
Besides the bar there is an 'Inner Bnlkhead'—so 
called, over which there is bat four feet. It is said 
by the natives, however, that by taking what is called 
the Blue Hole Passage, five feet to five aud a half 
may bo taken safely into the river.” 

The flailing at St. Augustine, wliich is a quaint 
old town, said to be the oldest iu America, and well 
worth a visit in itself, is bettor during the wiuter 
month? than any to bo had north of it. Plenty of 
bontmon can be hired wlio will pilot the straugor to 
the best spots. Aronnd liei-e the foliage becomes 
still more tropical. The frost will ocoiisioually 
penetrate, and the most faniuna orai^i;es are to bo 
grown only still farther Sunth, on the shell ham- 
macks of the Indian and Banana Rivci'S, where 
single trees beoi’ as many as six thousand of these 
golden frait each. But we were actually tii-ed of 
fishing, and IcMjkod on complacently with the pity¬ 
ing superiority of accomplished snocoss at the 
patient anglers, trying their best to kill a few in¬ 
offensive finny creatures off the bridge, across 
the St. Sebastian River, or bringing triumphantly 
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homo in the native’s “dog out,*” tho proceeds of 
a daj’s liartl work on tbo bay. Tl»e Doctor 
was e^ocially radiffcreut, and excited tmiversal 
ouvy wlisa he told oi the wondrous sport we 
had had during our two months of recreation. 
Wliilo 1 do not for a moment intend to impugn his 
absolute veTAoity, some of tlie adventures which ho 
rdated hud passed from my momoiy or had grown 
Bince 1 heard them last. Ho would make no moin 
violent 8;i)ortiug effort than repeating tliese tales, 
and preferred to sit on a chiur upon the plaza, ro- 
tfiiliag them, with tbo enoourageinent of a sour 
orange pnnclr, or wander through tho coquiua built 
Port Marion, virat the old Cathedral, or roam the 
narrow Btreots. We laid in a 8U[>ply of native proj- 
sorvoB, sketched tiid graceful date palm, and nt'ver 
ceased wondei-ing at the odd aud extmvagaiic beauty 
of tho scini-eqnatorial foliage and plants. There is 
hiteresting, although not very extensivo aaiUng in 
tlio hurbor, and mauy varieties of hay snipe to be 
killiHl. A yachting club, which will show every 
courtesy to brethren from the Korth, has a boat 
bonsc on the shore. 

The fnnher on© goes SoniJi tho better the shoot¬ 
ing and fishing become, and I would advise any 
one, who feels as if it were impossiblo ever to get 
enough of cither, not to stop in tho St. John’s, or 
short of St. Angnstine. Tliere he ciiii spend se\'eral 
weeks profitably, and should thenee go on Soatli to 
Halifax River smd New Smyrna, where ho will think 
nothing of catching a hundred shccpsliead iu a day. 
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HO tijiy fellows either, but weighing from six to ten 
poninls a piooo, or Italf as niMiy channel bass of 
fifteen to twenty pounds each, together with as 
many sharlcK thrown in as he has stomach or tackle 
for. By the way, I forgot to mention tliat among 
om‘ ontfit was a couple of shark hooks and a line of 
a hnndi'ed fatlioms, as thick as the little finger, all 
of which did good but rather bnital sei-vicc. Bock 
of New Smyrna, the woods arc full of vemison and 
befiT meat, turkeys, and other feathered game. The 
beet dnclc shooting is in the sontlicm part of the 
lagoon or river, but the bars and beaches everywhero 
are alive with hay snipe, herons, cranes, pdicans, 
and a tbousand xmailor birds. 

But a truce to this everlasting repetition of sport, 
wbiclT was growiug raojiotouous oven to Mr. Qreeu’s 
insatiable sporting appetite, and turn to aomothing 
pleasanter. The i-oynl lady of the house liad resolved 
to give ns such a feast as we hod not had before. 
The supplies laid in at St. Angustiuc enabled her to 
oariy out her idea, bnt the selection of the djiy and 
date for the event- was a myai^iy. 1 aupjKised it 
must have been to celebrate my birthday, wliioh, it 
is tme, had (!omo and gone six monidis before ; but 
!is it had not yet been kept, needed commomoi-acion 
ns badly aa tbcaigh it bad never taken place at all. 
No matter wbtii was the moving inducement, the 
banquet was worthy of it. We men had been 
smuggled out of • the way while the preparations 
were being made, so that, while we had a general 
idea of the dtrift of things, we bad no conception 
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of tho gorgDoixsaess of the result. It was not a 
fcskst Jit for a king merely, hut a sufficient banquet 
had iJl die gods been inTited. There •wci’o raw 
oysters, two kinds of fish, diccpshcad hoEed, and 
cikannel bass biiked, chicken, soup, and turtle soup, 
from tuxtlo caught on the spot, roast wild turkey, 
tuid boiled mutton, scolloped oysters, venison, and 
uQd ducks, boy snipe, potato salad, peas, tomatoes, 
beans, and boked sweet potatoes, while for dessert 
there wos such an array of goodies, tliat the I'oom 
in my log book, was in danger of rnnning short, and 
1 could only record a fow, such as fresh cako, straw¬ 
berries, spiced Jlg3, and all the preserves and spiced 
fruits that the table would hold, closing with cheese 
and coffee. Tho only wonder was, that after such 
adinner towliiohoui- appetites and our loyalty both 
pressed us to do moi-e than ample justice, any of 
the pai'ty surrivBcl. If you have doubts of oar 
state of minds and bodios, go on a tliice mouths' 
cruise and wind up with snoli a diiuicr. and ‘-'you 
will know how it is yonrsolf.” 

Of all places on the eastern shore of Florida, 
tlie Indian and Banana Rivers are tlie most delight¬ 
ful and interesting. Here, when you aro one© in¬ 
side the bar, which, as I have said, is a little peril¬ 
ous, there is room and occupation for a winter. 
The salt water fishing is mainly near tho inlet, but 
in the tributary streams is an unlimited supply of 
the fresh water varlrt-Ics. The sailing is splendid, 
and the climate, except for its warmth, delicious. 
By tho tame the reader peruses these pages, it is 
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yi-obabk that inland oomiannication -will have been, 
opened with the Indian Jliyerj either by tho “ IXauI- 
over,” whioh in the yoai-1882 was only twclro loot 
wide and one foot and a half deep, or from the St. 
John’s, by the way of Lako Washington; and tliat 
there will bo finished another canal from Ijidian 
Kiver to Lako Worth and Biecayno Bay, making a 
safe and. easy round the keys to the G nlf 

side.' This w-iis to have boon done when we wore 
there, and if not yet finished, soon will be. 

Tlicn if the sportsman is not yet satiated, or i.C 
he is Boftering from consumption, and wishes to re¬ 
gain luB health, he can make the grandest trip in 
tiio world, by either sending his yacht to Jackson¬ 
ville, or to Cedar Keys, or buying one there, and 
spending the cutiiw winter in the exploration of the 
Bonthem part of Florida. As it ia, the voyage fram 
the Indian River is not diflicult or dangorovis. 
KiiRierons keys or islands make a shelter from tlie 
seas, and once on the Gnlf side, the climale, the 
country, the water, everything is delightful. Storms 
are raa-c, the Gulf is gaierally smooth, harbors ai'c 
nnmerons, and the shooting is unsurpassed by any 
in the world. If tbo sportsnuui doe.s not take his 
own vessel, lie can go by railroad directly to Cedar 
Keys, and thence take what ooiivcyauco ho prefers 
farther south. At Cedar Keys small sail boats, 
suitable to those shallow waters, can be hired, as well 
as guides, if they are noodod. To enjoy a lisit to 
Florida in its full scope and meaning, and to make 
it an expedition never to be foigotten, make up a 
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pleasant party, hire a sailing vessel, and lier master 
as pilot, anil coast along from Ccdia Keys in water- 
mosUj not more thmi two feet deep, between forests 
of primuYal wildness, iu eompauy with countless 
water-fowl and over inmumbei-ed fish, talsing toll 
from turkey, bear, and alligator, as you go. Sail 
annind the Gulf shore aod Oai)e Sable, and finally 
up the eastern shore of ITloiida, into the Indian 
River. Remain there till your beai-t is glutted with 
siwx-t, and your palate with fruit, and thenco retin-o 
to the North by rail or boat. Such a trip makes a 
date of delight iu one’s life. 

Ontho Gulf side thomost interesting spots are the 
livere which fiow into tiio son, the Oaloosahatchoo, 
Crystal and Hamosassa, aJ) of them full of fish and 
game. Alligiitors, the sin}^ of killing which is in¬ 
deed more to bo honoi-ccl in tlio breach tlian iti the 
obeei-vance, are so abundant ih to be almost trotible- 
soine. The only difficulty -witl) Florida is that tlie 
spoi-t is exebssivc, and that any one except sporting 
gourmands will get tii-ud of it. Even Mr. Gi-ecu, who, 
08 1 have said, is almost insatiable, bcuumc surfeited, 
the Doctor and myself bchig long befoi-c content. 
Thcvc^agcr, whether by sea or land, must bring cer¬ 
tain books with him, snoh as will not so much help 
him pass tlio time, an assist him iuhie i-esearchcs. JIo 
will find n thousand things to amuse and occupy his 
hojirs, but will need information wliieii ho can not 
obtaiu on the ground. The vast and quaint variety 
of shells which he will pick up, the new and curious 
birds and fish he will kill, hut above all, the strange 
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mass of tropical flowers, plants, and treea, which he 
will meet at every foot of the route, require to appre¬ 
ciate them not only all the books which hare been 
written specially on this portion of our country, but 
a well selected aesortmout of popular botanied and 
conchological works, and ichthyological also, if lie 
is not up in that subject. 

There is no ahootiug and little Ashing directly 
around Cedar Eeys, where tho wayfarer doth very 
much abound, but some twenty miles south Colouel ' 
'Wingate keeps a epoxtsmau's hotel, and be can cn> 
sure the laud tiaTclIcr a good time, without separa¬ 
tion from his family for on extended period. HU 
place is at 6u1f Haraniook, and to reach it, the 
spoi’tsraan leaves tbo ears at tho station just short 
of Cedar Eeys. From his liouse pai'ties arc made 
up to explore the waters further south with the aid 
of boats and gnidcs. I mention his place because 
he is well known to many of my Northern i-eadci-s. 

I hiive spoken mostly of the coast shooting, be¬ 
cause it was what we mainly had in view iti our 
trip, but it must not be imnglucd that it is the only 
kind of sport to bo had. We look no dogs, but 
meeting a party of Northern sportsmen at Gaines¬ 
ville, we tried the quail The sport was magnift- 
cent, with a single drawback. There was no tiouble 
in killing seventy-five birds to three guns, and sev¬ 
eral limes tho b^ exceeded a hundred, ouco reach¬ 
ing a hundred and six; but tho weather was so hot 
that it did not seem hke quail shooting, and the 
true exhilaration of the sport, as we Northemora 
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know a, was lost. Deer lire pleaty ereiywhero, but 
to ham them to any adraatage, yoa must put your¬ 
self xaider the guidance of tho notiVo hunters. We 
only tried it onco, and then could use hut a small 
pM't of our voaison on account of the heat of the 
weather. Beam are occasionally shot} we did not 
see any, probahly because we were not looking for 
them, and if any one has the patience, lie can kill 
wfld turkeys. Oood water-fowl shooting is also to 
he hod on the uplands in any of tho innumerable 
lakes which dot Florida- from one end to the other, 
if they are not too near cdnilization. A rery capital 
house was kept by a former employee of Dolmonico, 
at a town called VTaldo, wheiw inland sport of all 
kinds could be hod in reasonable amounts. It seems 
almost invidious to specify particular places, os so 
for- as I could judge, there was shooting and fishing 
everywhere ofl the regular beaten track of tourists. 

“ Doctor,” I'cmarkcd Mr. Gieeu with a quiet sub¬ 
dued intonation which long practice ucublud me to 
recognize as inalioo aforethought, '*Do you know 
what bird I prefer to eat?” 

“ I should p-esumo from your past actions,” re¬ 
plied the learned gentleman tlius addressed, “ that 
of all the birds, which swim, lly, or have feathers, 
you gi^'e a decided preference to broiled duck.” 

“ Especially,” I interposed, in order to head off 
the coming attack if possible, “provided that tho 
duck is cooked over an open lire in tlie cabin when 
the rest of the party are breakfast.” 

‘ Bi oiled duck is good,” ilr. Green responded, un- 
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craslicd, “ if unreasonable people do not doprire it 
of its catnral flavor by complamiov of the manner 
in which it is cooked. Bat tbeia is a better bird 
than even a wild diwk.” 

“ Yes,” said tlio doctor, “ tliere’s the woodcock, 
but what i$ tire use of exciting our minds, and og- 
gravatiug onr palates hy r^erring to abstractions, 
which Ciinnot bo realized as there ai-c no woodcock 
in I'Jorida?” 

'' There is a good bird in Florida, the vciy one I 
refer to, and which could bo killed, if a person was 
allowed to stop on boar or two and not he kept lor- 
over on tho move like tlio wandering Jew,’’peitiisted 
Mr Glrcen, cooking back his chair on its hind leg^, a 
favorite position of'bis, altixough he had already re- 
duced two erf them to kindling wood by the operation. 

“ Yoa don’t me.an hay snipe!’- exclaimed the doc¬ 
tor in a cliRgnsted .tone, “ we have Jiad enough of 
them.” 

“ He probshly allndcs to water-turkey,” I observ¬ 
ed quietly, “he has tasted every thing ^e.” 

“ I don’t mean water-tnrkey either, although for 
an yon can tell it may be a good bird to cat. Imean 
turkey without the water.” With that ho brought 
the front legs of his chair to their natural p<«itiou 
with a thud that shook -the deck. 

“ Turkey,” shouted the doctor vririi enthusiasm, 
“ jost t^k turkey to mo, tell me where and when and 
how. I would swim a^ore, if thwra was a chicken 
much more a turkey in sight, orihe hut of a darkey, 
who might have oithor to sell.” 
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“ 'Well thea suppose we go ashore and kill one,” 
remarked Seth with quiet complacencj, as though 
euch a feat were the simplest everdaj occurretiuo of 
life. 

That settled it. “ Ob dear, I should, so like a 
piece of torkoy” came from the ouhin. “ Yes, I am 
so tired of fish,” was was the chorussed approral, 
and although I felt assured that, straugeiti as wa 
were to the country, and without a guide accustom¬ 
ed to the work, there would he no chance of socuesa, 
1 had to gire in and come to anchor. 

Mr. Green got out his rifle, and the doctor his 
breech-loader, taking a dozen cartridges loaded with 
buek-ahot. Out heed mua Charley wtw to accom¬ 
pany them, while I remained in clmi^e of the yacht. 
None of ns knew byexperiencemuchof the habits of 
tarkeys, and as it was still early in the day it was 
determined to .start, at once, and retnrn againou the 
following morning if it should be deemed ndvistble. 

*' Now,” said the doctor, "if we only had a tur¬ 
key call, we would be snre to eucoeed.'* 

•' Can you use the call?” I inquired. 

"Oh no,’’ie aaswerd proraptiy, “huti daresay 
Mr. Green can.” 

^ieth smd nothing when I looked at him for a re¬ 
sponse, leaving me to imply what I plca.-^ as to Iris 
accomplishments. I had suddenly raneinbci'od 
that I had one aboard among some old shooting 
traps which liod been thrown in together asasortof 
refuse addition. Being perfectly confident that 
neither of the turkeyhonters could neo the^strange 
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device” it woe with, a malioious pleaaorethafclwent 
helow, aud after a short search, found it, Au odd- 
looking affair it was, which I had once been able to 
use, but time had utterly obliterated the recollection 
of the way to manage it. At one end was apiece of 
bone about four inches long with a hole through it, 
and a larger mouthpiece of wood at the otluir. Blow¬ 
ing through it had no effect whatever, as I- liad 
previously found out, and the memory of the proper 
labial pucker had passed frommymiudand mylipe, 
I handed it calmly to the doctor without a word. 
Ho held it in his baud regarding it with putzledun¬ 
certainty, evidently to mokenphismiiKl, which end 
wasto go in his month, till noticing the knob ou the 
smaller, ho correctly concluded that that was the pai-t 
to blow thTongli, and applied it to his lips. Then 
he blew, at lii-st mildly, producing no wsalt other 
than a- gentle hissing of air; lie iucrcasod the force, 
tlie hissing was louder, but that woe all, no sound 
whicli by the most vigorous inu^uation could be 
consta’ucd into tlie cluck of a gobbler issued. Ha 
nest hriod to pucker np his lips like tlio trum¬ 
peter breathing into his tmmpot, but with worse 
effect if possible tlian before. Dismayed at his la- 
tile efforts, he gawd eritieallyintothe end as though 
some of the mochinerr must have been lost, but 

fiudingnothingto encourage such a. supiioaition, gave 

up the attempt imd held it out to Mr. Green, who 
bad been watching the operationwithinteresL Tlie 
lattci- gentleman wj«s not to be caught, and waving 
it indifferently, aside said with admirable asBui'ance: 
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" won't need ttat, torkCTS are too plenty, all 
we shall have to do ■will be to keep onr eyes open to 
kill as many as we want.” 

In that happy state of cohiidence they departed. 
"We "were anchored some little distance from the shore 
on aecoont of the shallowness of the w’ater, but I 
thought I heard several shots and 'woudci'^ what 
they had found to fire at, as the probability of their 
kdliug a turkoy was too slight to he worth consider¬ 
ing, Eai-ly in the afternoon they returned with on 
air of curious self gratniation in their behavior, the 
manner of persons •who had done an act on which 
they plumed themselves, but which would beai' a 
good deal-of oonocalmeut. This woe noticeable even 
before they h:rd reached the yacht, and prepared me 
in a measure for what followed—^tho production of 
a fine fat gobbler from the stem of the boat Char¬ 
ley luMided it up to mo •with an air of deprecation 
quite in contrast to the trnculence 'with which Soth 
climbed on deck and e:cclAimed; 

“There, what did I tell you, ai'e you satisfied 
now ? Where -would the supplies come from to keep 
U8 alive, except for me. You would have had ns 
down to hard tack and salt jnnk long ago, if it 
hadn’t been for the fish andbii-ds I have had to Idll. 
Have yon anything to say against that? ” 

I was o-vamining the turkey critically. I had 
heard of tnrkey pens, and suspected that this came 
from one of them, hut did not see how to prove the 
fact. Its head had been shot nearly off. 

“ That is where the ball hit him , and I call it a 
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pi-etfcy good sliot at twenty rods,” continued Hr. 
Green, inferring to the wounded spot. 

"■VYashe as far off as that?” linqnired, lus I 
handed him over to he picked. I was not familiar 
enough with a tinpped turkey to detect the deceit if 
there was any, and Seth, seeing my inability, made 
tile most of it. 

” tYhat is to he our reward lor the hard work we 
have been doing P I tell you it is no easy thing to 
stalk a turkey, and if any other of tlie party had 
done as much, 1 wouldii’t gi'udge them the nicest 
sour oinAgc puncii that could be made.” 

Tuikoys are cauglit in paits of tlio country by a 
curious i^p or pen, andl hadheard that such n pen 
was used in Plorida. Itls built of logs on the lour 
sides iind over the top, a hole being left at one side 
just lai’ge enough to allow the bird to enter in a 
stooping pCsture. Corn ia strewed on tlie ground 
leading to this hole, and scattered about so aa to at¬ 
tract attention, aiid the way the ti-ap worlcs ia this: 
the turkey finds the food and follows it, picking 
up grain after grain, keeping his head bont down, 
and in that postni'e enters tho pen irithout trouble. 
There he remains without a suspicion of wi-ong till 
he hte consumed all the corn. .Alter tho food so 
kindly supplied ia gone, he b^ins to think of mov¬ 
ing on, when to his surprise ho discovers tliat man 
raroly does any favor without expecting a return, no 
loss in this case than the toothsome body of the re¬ 
cipient. The turkey never stoops, even to save his life, 
ha looks upward and not downward, ha will not bow 
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Ms rfijiil head to escape hy the road throngh which 
he enlwed. Boooming alarmed, lie springs up, dash- 
iug hiniStill! against the logs, he thi'uate his head be¬ 
tween the crevices and tries to Hy through the roof 
by tDaiu force, bat iu vain, the pen is too strong, 
and the only method of ©scape which is open he 
will not conioaoend to take. 

The owner of suchapen doesnot visit it regularly, 
and the tai'kcys are often shut up iu it for days, 
frequently falling a proy to wild cats that find them 
before their lawful proprietor comes to claim them. 
My unholy suspicions were that the doctor, tlie Su- 
perinceudont of the Ifow York Fishery Commission, 
and the captain of the yaclit Heartsease had aoei- 
dentnlly found such apeu, and acted the partof the 
wild cat Tor although I could soe nothing suspic¬ 
ious about th« bird, it was straugo that persons who 
had stalked a wild turkey through a dense Southern 
forest hardly seemed to he tired, and wished to sit' 
up half the night to smoke and Lalk. Still the bird- 
proved to be delicioas, and tbs entii-e party were 
grateful for him whether honestly obtained or not, 
so little does hunger weigh questions of moiwlity. 

Two days after the turkey adventure, when wc 
were sailing along bofore a mUd breeze, Mr. Green 
steering, the doctor smoking, and thsrest of ua read¬ 
ing, Charley suddenly called out from forward whoro 
ho was standing: 

" Look at that largo bird flying over the woods to 
the west” 

We all looked in the dirsotion indicated, and saw 
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an ircmense bird moring grandly and steadily, with 
slowly beating wings andeiteudsd neck and legs. 

” What an cnermoita creatnre,” exclaimed one of 
the ladies. 

" It must bo a rock/’ chimed in tho other. 

‘•Here take the stick, while I get the glass,” 
saying which, Mr. Green let go of the tiller, and 
plunged into the cabin to reappear with the binoc¬ 
ular, which he fired on the wondrous bird. 

" What do yon mako out of him?” inquired the 
doctor, who had forgotten his pipe in the excite¬ 
ment till it had gone out. 

“ it is aumne,” replied Sctli, “ but the largest one 
ever I saw. Oharley,” lie asked our captain, '' did 
you orer see such a crane os that before?” 

'• No, I nerei- did,” was the answer. “ It must 
ho something of tho sort Loweyer, from the way it 
dies and holds its legs.” 

“ I wonder whetlior it can be the whooping crane?” 
I inquii’ed, “ 1 Lave licard that tlxey ax'G occasional¬ 
ly seen on the coast, although supposed -to he moi-e 
numerous in the interior.” 

‘ ‘ Oh enu’t you shoot it, what feathers it must 
hayefor hats.” Tho origin of this i-emarfc was oli- 
vions. 

“If you want feathers a yard long! W'hy it is 
nearly as large as an ostrich.” 

“Well, don’t we use ostrich feathers? Oh do 
shoot it, I want some long white feathers.” 

“ It is a little too far ofl,” IteplieiL 

“ How far? ” was the poTEistent inquiry. 
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“ I BlioQld aay about a mile.” 

Tliat is the iray always,” waa the disgusted i-c- 
sponse, “you prettmdto be great sportsmen, bat you 
say every bird we meet is too lac olE. If I kae)v 
how to .^00^ I wouldn’t be making exons^ all the 
time. If we ever come to Tlorida again, I hope we 
will have somebody wiUi ns who can bit hU mmk, 
and not jirotend that every bird is too far ©S.” 

At this the fair epeaker retii'ed below just os the 
orane disappeai-ed over the distant trees. 

It was several days after this ocovuTeace that wo 
saw what wc took to be another whooping orsno 
standing at the edge of the water, not far fromsomo 
bushes. Hewosquitowhito,and toweredupagainsta 
background of grass and sand-bar till his head soera- 
od to come in line with the trees bcTond, and his body 
to be ns tall as that of a man. The yacht was slo^- 
ly upx)roaching him by the aid of a light breeze, end 
Green was growing more excited the nearer Wo 
come. Tbe crane stood motionless, not alarmed at 
the bigger bird, which was gradually swooping down 
upon him, and apparently quite tame. 

Mr. Groen had redeemed his reputation with the 
rido of late, ui'y sarcasm about tho Limpkin, and 
some ironical allutioue from the duvtor had improv¬ 
ed his aim, so that we no longer smiled incredulously 
when he brought out his iide. In fact ho was a 
splendid shot, as his innnmei-ahle prizes taken at 
toniDaments abundantly proved, hat tho motion of 
the yacht bad at first unsettled his aim. There was 
not more than half a mile between us and the bird, 
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which seemed to loom up higher aud higher ag we 
approached. 

“Hadn't we better make anro of him,” asked 
Seth auidonsly,” we may ncTcr have euoh aaother 
chance. Yon tell mo these cranes are very scm’ce!” 

“Perhaps we had/’ I answered,” what do you 
think wo had better do ? ” 

“Py all means,” interrupted the doctor, who was 
roxised out of his neunl equanimity, “ let us make 
evei-y effort to kill him as a specimen. They aw 
exceedingly rare.” 

“ If you lay to,” i-epUed Seth, “ and let Oliarioy 
i-ow me ashore, I will get behind those bushes, and 
think I can crawl witlhn range of him.” 

“If you are willing to take the trouble on the 
chances,” I answered. “Do, Hr. Green,” bogged 
the ladies both together, their hopes of such feath¬ 
ers ns had never yet graced bonnet quite carrying 
them into enthusiasm. 

Seth did not consider the labor of crawling 
through the matted dense undergrowth in the hot 
sun, nor the danger of asiakes in the long grass, all 
that Ire saw was the immense bird and idl that ho 
wanted was to Jdllit. Li a momenthe and Charley 
were off in the boat, and pulling for the shore. 
Heartsease was Inffgd tip into the wind, and lay 
motionless on the seai^ly ruffled water, coubi-asting 
by its apparent indifference with the eager excite¬ 
ment of the party on board. We watched the small 
boat till it reached the bank, and was hastily con¬ 
cealed by Chai-ley, while Mr. Green disappea^ im- 
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mediately in the bashes. Then we could see noth¬ 
ing further raccpt the big bird, which had not been 
alarmed by the prelijninarie^ and which thei-ewas 
now erery probability would become our pme. The 
ladies were in their hearts already priding them¬ 
selves on the loves of bonnets to which his gorgeous 
attire was in eonliibute, the doctor had already dis¬ 
sected and stofied him in imagiiuition, and I was 
■wondering whether he was good to eat. Wo waited 
till our patieuco was more than exhausted. Crawl¬ 
ing through the tangled mass of a Southern swamp is 
no easy matter, and we could do nothing but watch 
tite imposing bird standing there, unteivified, and as 
still as though he were a graven image, instead of 
being a thing of be.anty and vitality. 

Suddenly bo gave a great leap into the air, and 
then fell upon the sand in death throes which had 
almost censed before the report of the dischai'ged 
rifle came booming over the water. In a moment 
the deceitful calm of the previous momout passed 
away, we hauled lift out sheets, and swinging round 
hei- head, got Heartsease under way. Obarley shoved 
out the dinkey whioh ho had concealed in the 
bushes, und in another minute lii\ Green pnahed his 
■way through the underbrush to tbs side of his 
magnificent victim. When our hoatznan joined him, 
the two stood for some time gazing at and handling 
the crane, while we waited impatiently for their 
return. 

At last they threw the game, it eeemod, to ua 
irreverently, into the bottom of the dinkey, and 
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pushed off. We avaited their approach with eager- 
uess, arisiug from the fact tiiat nooo of us had ever 
seen the Amerieaa ■whooping craho, and "were proud 
of being tlio participants in tffe capture of one. 
The two fortunate sportsmen did not hurrj thetU' 
selves to gratify our dosircs, tint appeared exceed- 
inglj ut their ease, and it vas not till they bad ncurlj 
arrived that we discovered the cause of their mdiifcr- 
once hy perceiving in the boat not a whooping cruno 
at all, but an ordinai-y white heron. The clearu^ 
of the atmosphere, the bright rays of the sun, or the 
nature of the background had tended to mislead via 
and ]tad added immensely to the stature of the 
bird. The ladies retired to the cabin hatless, so to 
speak, the doctor was for throwing tlie deceiver oror- 
boai'd instead of skinning him, and to this day I am 
nneortain as to the taste of the great American 
■whooping crane. 

The Indian River is so sliallowin places, th.vt tlic 
direction on the chart of Ounituck Sound could be 
applied to it: Only three feat of water can be car¬ 
ried, and that vrilh difficulty.” In other parts it is 
deeper; it varies in width from one mile to three, 
and as a general rule where it is narrow, it is deep, 
and where it is wide, it is shallow. Although it 
approaches nearly to Mosquito Lagoon, it does not 
join the latter nnlortnnately, and a canal lias been 
ent called the Haul-over, of which I ha-ve already 
spoken. In the Haul-over, which is only fourteen 
feet -wide, there is hut one foot and a half of water, 
trad lor some distance helow not much more than 
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two. There are zoanj riTers emptying into . the 
Xadiaa Kiver oil the-west or shore side; these are 
generally deep and full of fish, and well repay tlic 
explorer. The only inlets are in the southern end, 
Jupiter lulet at the lowest extremity, and Indiaa 
* JliTer Inlet a short distance aboTe. 

Banana Rirer, which is rather a branch of Indian 
Rivor tlian a distinct stream, is in places broader 
and dee]m'; it coimecte with the main rivor at iia 
southern extremity, and by Banana Orcolr at the 
northerly end. The creek of the name is both nar¬ 
row and eljallow, and can ouly be used by small onift. 
There 5 a most interesting yachting in the Halifax 
and Hillsborough, north and south of Xaw Smyrna 
which is situated on the Hillsborough, about three 
miles from Mosquito lulet, as well as in Mosquito- 
Lagoon, which is reached through a narrow and 
tortuous channel among innumerable islands , frem. 
the Hillsborough, l^o also do the ludiuu aud Bautina 
rirers fumisli safe and delightful cruising grounds, 
with plenty of harbors or shelter for even small open 
vessels, the ouly danger being that of running on 
oyster shoals. 

A narrow strip of sand separates Indian Hirer from 
tire ocean, and the yachtsman can occasionally, by 
climbing into the rigging, see the bine waves of the 
Atlantic. On this bar the bay-birds often collect 
in large Hocks, aud may be killed in numbers more 
than needed. They are of the same kinds which 
have already been described, and are foond in the 
summer at the North. Bear- are occasionally met 
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with, and BOW and then a wild-cat; deer are more 
plenty, but the sportsman will be fortunate if he 
finds any of those unless he goee especially after 
them. 

A yacht-olnb ht^ been established at Kew Smyrna, 
with headquarters in Indian Slver, where the mem¬ 
bers expect to do a l&ige part of their yacshtlug. An 
excellent choice was made ut the first election of 
ofiioors, and its prospects for introdneiug the sport 
into the waters of IHorida are promising. The presi¬ 
dent is Mr. Herman Oekichs, and the vice president 
Mr. Gfiiard Stuyvesaat, both of Now York. 

In extended yachting trips there is often, trouble 
in getting fi-esh water, a difiicnlty which is Increased 
at the South, where the land is low, and tliere are 
none of what at the North woifid be called springs; 
the ice-cold jets of water bubbling from the ground. 
It is not generally known that' sand is so efiectual a 
flltei-, that drinlcublc water can . be obtained by dig¬ 
ging down into it almost anywbei'e. To take ad¬ 
vantage of this, and for many other purposes, it is 
advisable to carry a spade on board. Water so ob¬ 
tained may be a little bi-ackisb, but by boiling it will 
be made, if not quite potable, at least healthy. 
Eain falling on the deck is apt to take up portions 
of the paint, infioitesimally small, perhaps, but suf¬ 
ficient to give .an unpleasant and unhealthy tasto. 
On the western keys a husli with a peculiar rich 
leaf, ejisily dislangnishable by those who have ouce 
seen, it, often grows where water is to bo found. 

It would be easy to go on recounting the attrac- 
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UoQs of MoriOa iiidpfimtel7; ^re is always s<»m&- 
tliing more to eay, a fresh point of interest to speak 
of, ailditional bronties to describe, other and still 
other xeasons for Tieitiog th^ strange and delightful 
country. There is but one way in which eren a slight 
appreciation of the charms of Plori(ia can be ob¬ 
tained; and that is, to go there as often and stay 
thereaslongaspo^iblo. Porhealth, forTocieation, 
for sport, no place in the world can be compared 
with it ATast portion, that of tho Everglades, the 
“ Grassy "W-atei-” of the native Serainoles, has never 
been erploi-ed, and there are thousands of rivers, 
lakes, and ponds which liave ini-ely been disturbed 
by the presence of a white man, and which would 
amply reward the adventurous spirit who would ex¬ 
plore them. 

When we first arrived in Florida, the flowci's, 
which its name promised us, were not to be seen. 
Deceived by the temperature- and a thermometer 
that recorded rarely less than eighty degieea, wo 
fmlcd to recognize the season of the ycai', or I'ecoll 
the truism that, os all nature must have its spring, 
it must also have its winter. The climate and the 
foliage were as summer-hke os we had ever soon 
them. The grand orange trees, with thoir brilliant 
shining green, decked with spots of golden yellow, 
were the most gorgeous sight that onr eyes had ever 
beheld in field or forest. The moss-covered forest 
evergreens, althongh turned slightly brown, weio 
still magnificent in their richn^g of foliage. Tliei-e 
were bare limbs here and there of deciduous trees. 
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but iJieir uakedneaa was nearly coyared by the un¬ 
fading leaves of their neighbors. The shrubs and 
nndevgrowkh were as bright in hue, seemingly, to 
our uuednoated eyes as possible. But by die rime 
we were leaving, even wo could notice a decided 
change. The gi-een had put on a deeper vm-daiicj, 
the brown had disappeu'ed, and suddenly there 
sprang into life a myriad of flowers. The yellow 
josaamine covorod the swamps and filled them with 
a maes of perfume as well as an array of lovcliuos& 
Scarlet lobelia thrust their bright heads boldly 
from the water-side, along with white lilies and 
arrow-heads, and on the higher grounds hundreds 
of wild flowers, many of which we could not name, 
charmed us with their beauty. The magnlUoeut 
magnolia was bursting into bud. As the orange 
kees were being dennded of their ripe fruit, the tiny 
sweet smelling blossoms made their appearaiioc, till 
the branches boro at one and the same time, buds, 
fiowera, and green and ripe fruit. ITio inland lakes 
and ponds were covered with pond lilios, which are 
called '‘bonnets" by the natives, and tnadeadeli- 
cious picture witli the broad green leaves, and the 
bright yellow flowers. Language fails iu describing 
the exquisite beank of the verdure of the country. 
Welonnd Plorida laden with fruit; we left it cov¬ 
ered with flowers. 
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CURRITUCK MARSHES. 

Dock skooting lias held its own better thaa any 
other kind of sport in the States cast of the Missis¬ 
sippi. Ruffed gronschavealuiostdisappeared, wood¬ 
cock have grown scarcer aud scarcer, Bnglisb-suipe 
visit us less abuncUmtly, while the bay-birds have 
nearly ceased to be in sections wlicre they wore once 
overwhelmingly abundant, but it is possible still, on 
Lake Brie, along the coaet, and at many inland plaoes 
to make a fair, if not, as often happens, an ex¬ 
cellent bag, of ducks. Cut the best plam, one where 
the birds seem to exist in their original ahnndanco, 
and where magnidoent eliooting is still to be had, is 
on the costo’a shore of North-Oarolina. Of this 
favored locality Cniritnck is the most famous. So 
celebrated is this county that the . entire marshes, 
tlie dack-hannted lowlands, have been purchased, 
and to-day there is absolutely no free shooting to be 
had. A stranger is as thoroughly debarred os if ho 
were in the most barren portion of our land. No 
ono is allowed to shoot fttun a batteiy unless he is a 
native, and to get a chance to go out at all after tho 
iuDumerablc flocks of wild-fowl that temptingly 
cover the water, the visitor must belong to one of 
the numerous sporting clubs which have so wisely 
and nssidaouslyseaored all the shooting grounds, and 
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most- of which are so pai-tioulaj: that they exclude iu- 
Tited guests. 

But if you are one of the favored sliareholders you 
can have a glorious time. Fifty ducks a day to each 
gun is no uuuaual averagCj and whilo a Imndred 
is a large bag, ahundrodand Q'ftyis uothingTincom- 
mou, and qa raany as two liuudi-cd and Ofty have 
been killed by a sportsman and lis gunner in a single 
day. Moreover the birds are of tho best pos-sible 
kind ; there arc canvas-backs in the open water, rod- 
heads in. still greater abundance, aud broad-bills or 
blue-biUs so plenty that they ai’e rai-aly shot nt, 
while in the i)Oud holes black-dncks, mallards, and 
widgeons abound. Those are all well-fed and fat, 
and such a thing as a poor duck is unknown. The 
law .wis^y forbids shooting before simiise or after 
sunset, and the club members nve wise enough to 
keep the law, Imowing as they do that oneganilted 
after sunset is more injurions than a doseu during 
tho day, so that the ducks do not seem to diminish 
but rather to increase and multiply, and os hue a day’s 
sport has boon had by the raembers of the dab dur¬ 
ing the past few years as at any time in the history 
of the country. A reexilb partly due to brcoch-Ioad- 
ci-s i)erhaps, while from a battery it is nothing nn- 
osual tokill a hundred brace of itxl-heads oroanvas- 
haclcs, aud some times twice as many. 

Tliia favorwi spot is, as it ought to bo, of no easy 
access. The sportamen must first go to Notfolk and 
thence take either the little steamboat Cygnet, en¬ 
deared to so many of ns by the memory of pleasant 
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excuiBiona in the past, or trayel by a new railroad 
just finished whicb passes twenty miles from the 
traveller’s destination^ u place known from the name 
of the enterprising; widow lady who formerly owned 
it, as Van Slyck’e Landing. By boat the entire 
day, is spent in the jonmey, and by mil it is not 
innch shorter, but the boat aiiives so late that it is 
not always possible to make the trip across from tho 
landing to the club honsc the same night. Opposite 
Van Slyck’s ai-e tho two most famous and succ^sful 
sporting clubs in that soction of the United States^ 
the Currituck and the Palmer’s Island clubs. They 
own or control immense tracts of land, and below 
tbom to tho southward the bay widens out so tliat 
there is no chance to kill ducks, to advantage. 
There are a lew good stands at Kitty Hawk Bay, 
tiiirty miles further aouth, and at the lower end 
of Iloanoke Island Ktft ducks can be shot from 
batteries. Tlien again along tho eastern shore 
Pamlico Soand, itt Hatteras and Ooracoke inlets and 
in the weatem part of Core Soxmd, to the south of 
Harkeris Island, them is good duck, andin its season 
brant shooting, but these places can only be reached 
by the fortunate'sportsman who has hia ownpri'V&te 
conveyance. Therefora it may practically be said 
that the Palmer Island marshes arc the ttftsmfs (fmle 
of duck shooting. 

As a general thing, there is attached to every 
sporting club some old cqiorienccd gunner full of 
■wild-fowl lore and quaint and eurioua phrases, who 
is a mine of interestinginforination to him who will 
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explore tlie vein. Such, a one hdonged to the Pal¬ 
mer laiancl olab, in the person of William S. roster, 
areaiJent of Long Island, -who hadfolWedSbinno- 
cock Bay for many years, knew the ways and. habits 
of the birds as well as if hs were one of them, and 
was as fond of shooting as. the most inveterate 
spoi’tsman. Honest to a larlhmg, faithful, anxious 
to give the person he was wi^ the best sport he 
cottid, ]ic was ready to take any amount of trouble, 
endure any labor for a good day among the ducks, 
the members of the club looked on him, lather as a 
fnend than a paid employee. M:my is the hour I 
have spent with him'on the Cucrituok marshes, 
many a day of splendid shooting liavo.I had, many 
the big bag have I made with his aid. One of his 
peouHaritios was that he never was in a hurry. Ko 
matter how thick the birds wore, how easy it seemed 
to choose a point, he would stand quietly in the how 
of tlse boat with the sea-glass in his hand scanning 
the movements of the docks and deliberately select- 
iug the best place. I would often grow impatient 
and fear he was losing valnable tun^ but the result 
rarely failed to justify his judgment and vindicate 
his deliberation. 

The first and most important object, as ho explain¬ 
ed it under such circumstances, was to so antuige 
the stools that the ducks would "come right,” that 
is would approach without fear and wonld offer the 
sporLsman a fair shot. This is a matter of the great¬ 
est moment and is not understood by meu who con¬ 
sider themselyes expert wild-fowlers. Ihrst, there 
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IB the quostion of the ■wind to tiJa: note of, then the 
position of the son, next the cover, and last, hut by 
no means least, tho natoro of the species of duchs 
that are flying. It will not do to string out the ile- 
oovB dead to lee-waid of a point as is so often seen, 
except perhaps ■when canTBS-backs and red-lieads are 
alone expect^, mallards, sprigtmls, and «!i>ecially 
the wary black-duck viE never or rarely approach a 
point. If a iKiint, ■with tlio wind blowing directly 
oSfromithastobo clrosen, itis better to strotch 
the decoys nround to one side of it bo that the 'wind 
“\nll catch tho birds under the wing” as he expressed 
it and swing them in farther tlwn they exijeoted. 
Points projecting far out into the open ■water aw 
the foTorites of tyro guiaiers, but they are especially 
nnenited for any of the marsh ducks, the black- 
ducks, mallards, sprlgUilfi, and oven the widgeons, 
all of whicli give a -wide berth to such apote, espe¬ 
cially after they have been shot at a few times, and 
most of which prefer to idight close under tlie lee 
of a bank, in the “slic^’ as it is called. 

There arc hvo great divisions of ducks, the deep 
■water, diving or ducks, and the shoal water or 
marsh ducks, which teach down for their food and 
can never feed in water more than tw'o feet deep. 
The habits of these twovai’ietieaarerouiarkably dis¬ 
similar. The opon-watcr birds, fearless of ambush, 
arc less • timi d than their pond-loving brethren, "Who 
di-cad an enemy in every tnft of grass or bunch of 
reeds, when canvas-hacks once makeup theii- minds 
to come to the stools, they come sb’aight on regard- 
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]f!ss of defloieneeg in the gunner’s bliad, andveryfro- 
qnentlypass completdy over the stools. On the 
other hand, a blaijc-duck in approaching the stand 
is a model of caution, he is tdl eyes and eare, the 
slightest movement hy the sportsman, the least evi- 
dence of danger will aronse his suspicions, and he will 
vota: suddenly off. Black-dnchs and mallards rarely 
cross the stools to alight at the head of them, but if 
they reach thorn ul all, drop in at the lower end, or 
more often stop short aird alight at a distance just 
tantalizingly out of shot, whorothoy remain to luro 
off every fresh unuval unless they are driven away. 
Tbsir uosos are especiidly keen, and care must be 
taken to so arrange the stand that the wind will not 
carry tho scentof the gunner across the water to the 
loe-ward of the decoys, arid tho birds get it bcfoi'e 
they rcacli them. If they come in contact with such 
.a waraing they jkunpiuto the air as if they had bean 
slrot at, and ilee with all the speed that ten'or can 
lot)d to thoir nsually vigoTons wings. Itis desiinble 
to set tho stools under the lee of a hank of i-ccds or 
rushes, for nono uI this class of ducks likes the open 
water, and Ihe most couTcnicut plan is to placotho 
stools to one side of tho stand, quartering as it wore 
across the wind, so tliat even if tho birds alight be¬ 
fore aotuttily reaching them, they may be within 
gun-shot. 

The location of the stand is most importaut. I 
remember once when I was shooting from what is 
kriown in tho club as “Kidder’s Point,” that I was 
Ijartieulariy impressed with this fact. The day hod 
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been dull Sind rather qniet, irith but afew birds Stir¬ 
ling ail through the inomiag; a haze lay upon tho 
msirsh&i, not dense euou^ to prereut the ducks fly¬ 
ing if they had been so minded, wliich they did not 
seem to b^ the wind scarcely stirred the reeds or 
rippled tlie surface of the bay, which was spread out 
before me. 1 was making a poor bag aud hardly ex¬ 
pected to do better, when about midday there came 
a change orer the sphit of the eaith and air, the 
clouds began to condense, the wind commenced to 
blow, the air became i-apidly colder, a thin steak of 
gray faintly marked the slcy in the nothwest, while 
in the soutii tlio clouds grew blacker and denser, 
Then the rnin fell iu spits and flurries viciously. 
The atmos^')hen3 intimated a decided change in the 
weather, wliich the ducks were the Urst to racognize 
and regulate their proceedings by. Evidontlyavast 
jn-ass cd rndgeons wore bedded to the lee-word of us. 
They commenced to fly not in their individual capac¬ 
ity, but as the part of a great movement, as if sud¬ 
denly they had made up their minds all to go. In 
whisps of threes, fours, tens, tw'cntua, in large flocks, 
OT solitary and idone, they came heading towards me 
directly across the marsh and visible for miles. 
Then it was that I learned tJiat I was -ot in c.Xiietly 
the right place, that the birds for some raasoa best 
known to theraselveg did not care to cross that spot 
in thdr migration. Most of them, esiwcially the 
largest flocks, passed outside of me and just beyond 
the range of my gun. I was hi tho wrong place, I 
knew it, hut I had no time to movo, tlie ducks 
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were llyiiig too fa«t and too many of ttem came with¬ 
in range os it was for mu to loue tire time necessary 
for a obange. The laiu that was falling, althuogh 
nothoa\ 7 , interfered, and would have wet our guns 
and clothes which were ptetly well protected eo long 
as wo rommned stilL So we stayed whore we were, 
and 1)3 it was the ^ort was splendid. The entire 
moss of widgeons had detmuined to oluiiigo their 
feeding grouuds, and that at once, there was no mo¬ 
ment when some of them wwo not visible iu tboaii*, 
they came from ono quarter and flow in. one dirao- 
tion. I had loomed to whistle for widgeon as well 
as a profeseiona], and did my best with the aid of 
■William Vostex to inveigle them within range. Very 
often we wore encosssful, and it was an afternoon of 
excitement. 27ut a miirute passed that wo did not 
have the prospect of a shot, and although the 
larger flocks mostly kept on their course outside 
of ns, the smaller whisps and the single ones came 
in freely. 

" Why is it that the birds seem to be all moving 
at once ?” I asked of William during the first mo¬ 
ment of partial leisure that we had, “ and why are 
they all going in the same direction F’ 

“ It is a question of food with them,” he i-eplied, 
“as is the cose with most other animals. Widgeon 
can only get their food hy reaching down for it, so 
they must keep where the water is not over their 
beads; that is so that they can touch bottom with 
their bills hy tipping up, asyou havo often seen tame 
ducks do. Now in these shallow marshes a cliange 
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of ivmd means a change of depth of water, itis shal¬ 
lower to windward, the water being piled np to leo- 
waid and the dixcks, knowing this, fly against tho 
wind, ^ the shoal feeding birds do so. The 
canvas-backs, ind-heads, and broad-bilU make little 
account of tlio wind.” 

“ Bin,” I answered, “thiswind cannot as yet liave 
aflooted the depth of water.” 

“ No, but the birds know that it soon w'lll, and 
they are getting ready for to-morrow. Tliere will 
probably bo u greater cliange than we e.vpect, wild 
cinunals know much more about the weather than 
man can ever learn, they hayo> sort of instinct that 
is given to them for their protection. Ihave always 
observed that the ducks sought the windward aide 
of the marshes. If the wind is blowing fi-om the 
south, I make it a rule to go to tlie soutliwurd to 
choose a stand, if from tho west I look through the 
western marshes and so on. Of course I amnot al¬ 
ways right.” 

“No,” I interrupted him to remark, “butwehave 
obsm’ved that the member who goes out with you 
generally brings in the most birds, so the results 
tend to demonstrate the theory.” 

“Well, I have studied those marshes as thor¬ 
oughly as I could; tliete is not atree that Ihave not 
climb^, nor an island that I have not explored.” 

“Onn you see much from the trees when you do 
climb them P’ I asked. 

“Yes. A little elevation will enable yon to sec 
over the entire marbh, and many a pond hole liavo I 
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found in that way that is not known to most of the 
grtnners, and not always to the natives.” 

'‘Keep still,” I remarked at tMs pointof our con¬ 
versation, “there comes a magnifloent dock of ducks, 
if they would only tnm this way what a shot they 
Avould give ns.” 

We wore silent except for wrhistlmg, which we 
did with tho finest tonch^ and the utmost skill. 
The flock, spreiid out against tho distant sky in an 
angle-pointed line, was headed directly for our hid¬ 
ing place. We liad crouched dowu on their first ap¬ 
pearance, and grasping our guns and watched them, 
waiting with increasing impatience and aimety. 
Hearer and scaier they came, over the distant 
undisturbed by any other gnnner, and unattracted 
by other decoys until they were directly in front of 
us and not more than tliree liundred yards distant. 
It was a moment of inteiiso excitomont, for if we 
could once get our four baiTcls into those serried 
innks, there wns no tolling how many we m^ht not 
kill. 

On they came still nearer, we whistled more 
softly and they answered with •andiminished confi¬ 
dence. Now they were over the meadow just beyond 
onr stools, a few minutes more of the same course 
and they would be inour power. But alas, just as they 
strxiek the open water they deflected their course a 
little, not much, but enough to carry them heyoud 
fair reach of our guns, so that when wr> fired we were 
onlyrewarded with three birds that plunged from 
the flock headlong into the water. As they were 
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being retriovedby our four companion, Wil¬ 
liam sagely remarked: 

“I hare observed that generally tlioro is some 
misfortune connected witU wliat would tnake the 
finest shots, and that at such times something is sure 
to go wrong j either the birds do not como in right, 
or a tMg or rcod gets in front of you, the gun misses 
fire, or something else happens, so that the best 
cliances nsuallj proTO the worst.” 

There is an awful deal in luck,” I replied, aftor 
all is aswd, ilfapoleon’s star was not an imaginary 
planet by any means. I nerer was a lucky sporta- 
mim, and have had to earn my game by the sweat of 
my brow.” 

“Did yon ever know a sportsman who would ad¬ 
mit Hiat he was lucky ?” inquired William, calmly. 

“I can’t say that I ever did; but if you will keep 
still and not fluster me with unnecessary gen^liza- 
tions, I will kill tlmt pair of widgeons that are com¬ 
ing oYor the marsh, luck or no luck.” 

After uttering that hooat, I had to make my words 
good, and though I detected artwinkle in my com- 
pauioii’a eye, as if ho would not mind should I bap- 
l«n 10 miss j ust that onco, I took care to aim straight, 
not the soi-t of excessive care that inyariably results 
in a mlsa, hut the rapid aud confident deliberation 
thill fli-st holds the gun right and then pulls it off 
when it is right, without waiting until it gets wrong. 

“Good,” saiii William, >o«o voce, in his quiet way, 
as the two ducks, doubled up by the full charge of 
shot came down splash into the mud, close to our 
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[tancl, “I have seuu a good many misses when a 
nail was most sure of liittixig; I haa.’dly expociod 
:hat yon would kill them hoth so neatly.” 

The sport kept np. It is xiseless to describe each 
jidividiial shot that wo made. There is endless 
rarioty in every one that is fired, for no two birds 
jomc to the decoys precisely alike. There aro never 
iho same oondiTions of wind, sun, position, readiness, 
ind what not, bo that each is more or loss nf a snr- 
jrifse. Tliese tlie 8 i)ortsman enjoys at the time, 
ihey constitute the great churm of shootiug; but 
;bey would tiro in the repetition in tbo cold blood 
>f white paper and black, ink. It ia enough that w'e 
lad a magnificent duy^s sport; ‘'mugnibcent” is 
lOb hyperholionl; wo Intd sport tlmtwill bouinemdry 
riirough life, and until the age-weakened arms can 
10 longer wield the faithiul fowling piece, nor the 
rime-dimmed eyes note tho birds approach. Our 
store of game lay in a pile nnoountod; wo know there 
n'as a goodly nnmber, imd when at last the tired sun 
:).ad perCormeO his allotted task luid gone to bed, wo 
were not surprised to add up nearly a hnndred of 
what is one of the finest of all the ducks, the hand- 
iomo little widgeon. Pew of oor gnnuers, even the 
oldest of them, know that there was a time when 
bhe widgeon was valned mote highly tlian tho canvas- 
buck, when in fact in firing » sittiiig shot the market 
gunner would “ shew” the latter out of the way, in 
order that he might have a better chance at the for¬ 
mer. Had we been in exactly the aught spot, there 
is no doubt that I would thou have reached the bag 
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o£ two liTindred, which it has beeu the ambition of 
my life to atUun. 

On another occaedon I had the same misfoitime, 
filth ongh from a difbreat cause. I was with dcssc 
that time, Jesse who, or Jesse what, I cannot tcU. 
So faithful and trustworihy a fellow must have an¬ 
other name, a full name; but often as I have availed 
myself of his cai-e in. the marshes of Currituck, I am 
ashamed to coirfess that I have forgotten it. Every 
one cfdls him simply “ Jesse,” out of kindly feeling 
no doubt, for a better fellow never set out a stand of 
deooys; so as amply Jesse he must go down to the 
immorhility that this hook will giro him. ITe is 
devoted to the pleasure of his employer, and never 
more delighted than when the latter brings home a 
fine hag of birds; bot he is not quite so skillful as 
his older associate, 'William Foster. Ho had observed, 
when ont the dny previous, tliat the birds had a favor¬ 
ite feeding phtcc in a little bay near what in club 
nomenelatni'e is designated as ‘^chc horsc-shoe.” 
To this place wc wended our way as soon us wo could 
cross tiro intervenmg three miles of distance. The 
hay was not large, and at its month was conti-aoted 
into two narrow points which were hardly a hundrwl 
yards apart. I had never’ shot at this particular 
point, and Jesse did not think of the effect of the sun 
when he made his selection. One point was prob¬ 
ably as favorable as the other, with that crccieption, 
hut the one he selected brought the birils directly 
between me and that luminary when he shot his 
burning and blinding rays from mid-heaven. The 
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resnlt was, tbat before the day was oyer, reeds aad 
ducks and spots sworn before my eyes in prismatic 
hnes. 'n »6 heavens become alive with them, mixed 
up with gn^es and flowers, the gorgeous colors of 
condensed sniUight. Scarlet dneks, golden ducks, 
fiery ducks floated brfoie my bewilderedyision, inter¬ 
woven with enoh flaming reeds and mshos as wex'e 
never seen by mortal eye before. To say that under 
the oircumshmues I could not shoot with my accos- 
tomed skill, is uimeoessary; I could, not help occa.- 
siocally mishiking the flaming bird for tho natural 
one, and no doubt would have killed him, b»td ho 
only been iwil enough to kill Tliis was tlie second 
occasion when I might iiaye reached ray stint of two 
hundred, if I had only beeu so fortunate us to locate 
properly in the first place, or oven had had the oour- 
fige to cliange when I found out that I was wrong. 

There ai'O myriads of wild geese and swans in 
Ourrituck Sound and its adjoining waters. The 
swans aie liard to kill, and it rarely falls to the for¬ 
tune of any sportsman to bug more than two or Uiree 
of these beautiful birds in a season, bnt the geese 
are shot in immense numbers on :tovorablc da3r8— 
“goosing days,” as they are called. Such days are 
made by a sonthwesterly wind blowing hard enough 
to constitute a gale, and the l\arder the liettcr, which 
causes the water to rise and enable the geese to reach 
the beaches where they go to sand. For this shoot¬ 
ing a “ stand,” as it is called, of tamed wild geeee 
are required. The sportsman hides himself in a 
large, water-tight box, which has been sunk in the 
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sand at tlie spot -wliioh tbo birds frequcat, and the 
stand ” ol liTing decoys aro tethored in front by 
stout strings fastened to their le^ and pinned to the 
ground. Tlio gecso come to the stools in hoclts, 
and tho slaughter ut times is enormous, as many as 
two hundred being nb unusual bog, and that is often 
rounded out with forty or fifty ducks. It is cus¬ 
tomary on such occasions to put a live swan or two 
with the goese decoys, if tiie sportsman happens to 
I)C so fortunate as to possess them, and I never shall 
forget seeing four swans come to a stand which was 
located some distance from my own, but in full 
view from it. I have always believed tliat birds 
could converse and bad a language of tbeir own, and 
on this occasion my theory leoeived confirmation 
•strong ns holy writ. When I have sat listening hour 
after bonr to the unceasing convomtional caok- 
liugs of geese, who appeal- to bo the most talkative 
of birds, I fanded that I conld almost make out tlie 
•words they uttered, and which were certainly under¬ 
stood by the fowls themselves, as tlie dullest obsemr 
would be convinced by their actions. Their ex¬ 
pressions of comfort, their mild observations about 
the weather may not have been quite comprehen¬ 
sible, but tbeir cries of alarm, tlieir notes of w'arn- 
ing, no one conld mistake. Ignoinnt hearers not 
versed in goose langnago, and a, very pretty tongue 
I have no doubt it is, may call it oontemptuonsly 
"gabble,” but so h the language of any foi-oigner 
“gabble” to thoso who do not understand it. 

In the instance that I am about to mention with 
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the swans, tbei-o could Iw no difticnlty in under- 
shindiiig every woi-d. Tliere were four of fcliem, the 
wiso father, tlie inquisitive mother, and two pretty, 
iuaocciit, dovc-eolored oygnets. They wore sailing 
along fur up in the heavens, away out of danger, when 
the altuntion of the yoting ones was attiuct^ to a 
nice, gcutlo old swan seated hajipily among a body 
of geesu that wore evidently having a good time and 
ubuiidaut food. In all tbo inuocoiico of their uncor- 
riiptcil hearts they uttcued a shout of Joy and staited 
to Join liim, the mother who was ourions to under¬ 
stand tbo meaning of so happy a eonibiuution, fol¬ 
lowing eagerly beliiud them. In vain the eautioxis 
father warned tboiu to “ go slow.” They would not 
stop to listen or to heed. On they ftew or swam after 
aligliting on the water, giving free esprossion to 
t heir feelings of pleassnre. Loader and louder grew 
the warning notes of the head of the house, who 
bniig teii’k and trioil to keep tlic Athol's bi«c 1 c, bub his 
efforts were useless, the young were guileless, and 
the foolish wife inquisitive. He wais too devoted to 
leave his family, although the danger into which 
they were I'linning was apparent to him. Soon his 
worst fftii'S were realized. He was out of gunshot, 
blit his wife and children were within the fatal 
reach of the deadly gun. Several l<»nd I’eprirts fol¬ 
lowed one another, and all was over. In an iusteiit 
he was childless and wifc-l«2. The two cygnets were 
killed dead, hut Hie mother was able to fly a hundred 
yards, .and it was pitiful to see him go to her, braving 
ail dang<T. and to hear his cries of lamentation. He 
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could uot sa 7 e her, howeTer, and vhen the boat ap¬ 
proached ■with a gnimcr to complete the deadly work, 
the poor old a-wan had to loave her. Still he kept 
circliug round for some time and filling the air with 
his bitter iiuuejitations. 

In wild lo-wl sliooting it is essential to leam the 
'\'ariou 8 calls of the different siTeoiea of ducks and of 
the gcoee and s\r>nvs. These it is impossible to 
I'eproduce on paper, and about all that can be said 
is that the rdft ducks make Tarious modifloations 
of the •word “ pritt,” if it can bo called a word; that 
the widgeons whistle, the geese Iionk, and the mal¬ 
lards and hlaok-duc'^ qnaok. Jesse hod a curious 
way of calling the shoal-'watei; ducks hy uttering in 
rapid snccosaon the word " Kek-kekkelc, kek-kek- 
kek-kftkand he seemed to attract them as ■well as 
the patent dnck-call which I had purchased in tlio 
gun store for a dollar. For black-ducks, however, 
I prefer the mauufactixrod duck-call, and in going 
out for them, I cannot too sti-ougly impress upon the 
reader the necessity for the utmost caution and the 
most careful liiding. When shooting at some small 
pond hole in the middle of the marshes, it is better 
to only use on© or two decoys and to he coveted en¬ 
tirely, except for .a single opening in front, just large 
enough to fire throngh, overlooking the stools. A 
single tamed wild duck for this kiud of sport is 
•woith all the wooden decoys in the wwld, and his 
qnack 18better thsin Jesse’s “kek”orray “squawk.” 
Some gnnncaw can set up the birds they have killed 
so to be almost as natural as tho living bird, and 
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to deceive evrai the eloct, but it is not an easy kruusk 
to ttoejuire. TJsuuiiy such imitation stools look so 
fearfully and abnormally dead, that they •would drive 
any duck, •with tbe'feavof ghosts before his rahid, out 
of tho country. It is only the most experienced 
gunner that cun. take such liberties with the dead. 

At the Noiili, •where the winters are colder than 
they are at Currituck, it is cuKtomary to shoot in tbo 
ir.e. No •waters that ducks frctiuent are ever en¬ 
tirely frozen over j there are always what aae called 
" breathing holes,” wlierc the gunner can place bis 
stools, and which the dnclcs frequent for food. He 
dresses himself in white linen over his other clothes, 
so 03 to be as near tire color of the ice as ixiseible, 
and he ases a light skiff provided with h'ou runners 
nnderncath. This he shoves rapidly ovea- die ice 
without mncli labor, ciorying hla doaeii or so of 
stools aboard, and using an iron-pointed pole to 
propel himself with. He has hk Dai's stowed nndor 
the nan-ow dock, so that he can row across ojwn 
ivater, and ia safe in caso his skiff should break 
through tlie ice. When ho lins roacliod the oiwti 
hole that he has selected, he throws out his stools 
and cuts a place in the ice at the edge of the hole, 
to hide himself mid his boat, piling the cakes that 
he takes ont alongside of him, to further assist in 
hiding him. The decoys he nsoa am black-duoks 
and whistlers, "whieh will stool to one anothoi' iiidis- 
eriinmatcly. He must then lie down on his back 
in the skiff, and no matter how cold he may be, he 
must not move or stir.' Though his blood eliillB and 
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tlie maa'TO'w of his houes A-eezes, ho most bear Ifc, for 
there is no tcUing at what instant the birds may dart 
down upon him from the heaTcus, as they LaTe a 
WHY of doing without giving the spt)rt8man. the least 
wamiug. Shooting in the ice has scut many a 
healthy man to a consumpHTo’g grave. 

In closing tills article, let mo give a final bit of 
■wisdom in tlie 'wonls of William Postei'. It is well 
known to every wild-iowler, but his way of putting 
it covers in a few words the ivhole ground : Hc- 
niemher, that ns a general rule, the shoal-water diicka 
go "with the shonl-wakev ducks, and the diving ducks 
go with the diving ducks, so they will pretty well 
stool in the same way. Enuh prefera his own kind 
a little tlie best, I think, but not enough to make a 
decided difference, provided the stooS are of tlie 
same ela#:. Widgeon like widgeon, and canv:^ 
backs will only stool to canvas-backs or iwd-heads, 
blit broad-bills will come to eaiivas-lwck stools al- 
mo.st UR well as they will eoiuo to broad-bill stools. 
Black-ducks prefer black-duck stools, but sprigtails 
and mallards will come to black-duck stools ucttriy 
as readily as they will to their own. Don’t, however, 
use canvas-back stools for black-ducks, uor, above 
all, black-duck stools for canvas-backa.” 
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&AMB AND ns PBOTEOTtON. 

By tie enoiont law of i an^ 2 WiLliiim IV,, chap. 
32, Tinder the designation of game, were included 
“ bares, pbensants, partvidgea, groiiBe, heath or 
moor game, black game, and bustards.” 

Hiinting and hawking date hack to the earliest 
daya of kniglit-errantry, when parties of oavaUers 
:uid ladies fair, mounted on tlieir mcttlesoinc steeds 
caparisoned with all the skill of the cunning arti- 
•ficers of thoao days, pursued certain hivtle of the air 
with the falcon, aaid followed the royrd stag throngh 
the well preecrved and extensive forests with packs 
of hounds. The terra game, therefore, had an early 
signiticance and positive application, hnt was coo- 
Sned to the creatures pursued in one ov the other 
of these two modes. 

The gTui waa first used for the shooting of feather¬ 
ed game in tlio en.rly part of the eighteenth century; 
it aooii became the t'avoritie implement of the sports¬ 
man, and was brought into use, not only agaiast the 
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'birds, bat the be^ta, of game. The honteioan no 
longer depends upon his 'braTe dog and cloth-yard 
ehiift, but upon his own powers of endurance and of 
loarhsman^ip. Instead of watching the sav^e fal- 
con strike his prey lar up in the heavens, he follows 
his high-bred setters, till their wonderful natural in- 
stinct betrays to him the pr^ence of the game. 

Whore he onco rode after the yoliring paolc, sound¬ 
ing the merry uotes of his bugle horn, he now climbs 
and crawls laboriously, until he brings the wary stag 
within range of the deadly rifle, more brilliant 
parties of lovely dames and gallant men, chatting 
merrily on the incidents of the day, ride gaily 
deckedsteeds; no more the luxury of the beautiftd 
faces and pleasant ccmpauionsliip of the gentler 
sex is to be eiijoyed; the ladies of modern tames-- 
except in England, where they oocasioually follow 
foxes, which are rather vermin than game—prefer- 
ring the exriiemeut of ball-rooin flirtations to out¬ 
door ^orts and pleasures, take no part iu the pur- 
snits of the t^ose. 

Together with the change iu tbo mode of captur¬ 
ing game, comes a neoeatity for a change in its 
former resuicted meaning. Wbo w'ould (bink of 
not including among game birds, the gamest of 
them all—the magnificent woodcock; nor the stylish 
Englisli snipe, noi' even posribly the brave little ^nail 
—nnlcss he can be sdentiflcally proved to be a par. 
tridge—which is at least doubtflil! jffigratory birdii 
were not included in the sacred lis^ and the quail 
in Englnuil, as the woodcock and snipe of both 
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England suad America, axe migratory, although the 
more teicporor)' character of theii readenoe does 
not, in onr view, at all alter tie nature of their 
dairas. ^ITie larger European woodcock is hy no 
means so delicious or highly flavored a bird as our 
ydlow-hreasted, round-eyed beauty, and is much 
scavoer 5 while the foraign quail, on the other band, 
is smaller tbaii ours, and in southern Europe is 
found ill vast flocks; but both arc entitled to high 
rank among modorn sportsmen. 

The term Grame Birds, therefore, should bo, and 
has been by genwal consent, greatly extended in its 
appUoation, nnd applied to nil the immeious species 
which, whether migratory or not, arc killed not 
alone for the inaiket, but for sport; and which are 
followed on the stubble fields, in brown November, 
with the BtvoDg-limbed and keen-nosed setter, or 
shot from blind in soovchfaig August; sMn from 
battery in ficeang Docembev, or cliased in a boat, 
or misled by decoys. All wild birds that furnisli 
sport as well as prollt are thei-eforo game; and the 
gentle dowitchers along ovir se-a-coast, lured to the 
deoeitfni stools, are ae much cutHled to the name as 
the SI ately rnflPed groose of onr wild woods, or the 
roynl turkey of the fax west. 

To constitute a legitimate object of true sport, the 
bird must be habitually shot on the wing, and the 
greater the si^l required in its capture, the higher 
its rank. The tnrkey, therefore, although frequently 
killed on the wing, is more a game bird by suffer¬ 
ance than by right, and partly from his gastrononiio 
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as •well as from, bis other qualities. Under this 
dassifioation, tibon, we must include, not merely the 
i-ulfed and jimated grouse, whieli, although the 
only ^ecies in our country coming within the 
nndent debnidon, furnish far less sport than many 
other Tfirieties, but woodcock, suijw, quail, geew?, 
ducks, bay birds, plover, and rail 5 without regard to 
the fact ^at aU, except the quail, arc migratory, 
and most were unkoown to our Biitish ancestry. 
It has been even supposed that the quail, in pans 
of ovtr country hom deep rivers aud inipa»iable 
barriers, are also in a inea8\ire migratory; hut this 
has no other fuuudaiion than thdt habit of wander¬ 
ing from place to jJuce hi search of food, and col¬ 
lecting late in the season, as they will do where they 
oi'e nuoierouK and nndisturbed in Imgc packs. 

To the protection of this vast variety of game it 
is the Kpoi'tsmau’s duty to address himself, iii spite 
of the opposition of the inarket-man audi-eslaurateur, 
the mean-spirited poachiiig of the pot-hunter, and 
the lukewarmness of the &rm<a'. The latter can Ixi 
enlisted ill the cause; he has indirectly the objects 
of the Bporteman at heart; and with proper enlight¬ 
enment will assist, not merely to preserve his fields 
from mihless injury, but to save from deswuciiou 
his friends the song-birds. 

As the true spoi-tsiuau turns his attention only tu 
legitimate sport, desfroying those birds that are but 
little if at ail useful totiie firmer; aod as at the 
same time, out of gratitude for the kindness with 
wliich the latter generally receives him, ho is care- 
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ful nevor to invade the high grass or the npening 
grain—so also, from Ms iunato love of nature, and of 
everything that makes nature more heautiful, he 
^res wd defends the warblers of the woods and the 
iimooent worin-dovourcj-s that stan d guardian over the 
trees and crops.. The smaller birds destroy immense 
numbers of worms; cedar-birds liavo been known 
to cat bnudreds of caterjsOlars, and in tliU city 
have cleared the public S(iuare8 in a morning’s visit 
of the disgnstiag measnring-wonns, that were bang¬ 
ing by thousands pendent fi'om the brnncLce. And 
who has not heard the “woodpecker tapping” idi 
day long in pursuit of his prey ? 

With the barbarous and seuaeiess dcEtructioa oP 
onr sroaU birds, the ravages of tlie worms have 
augmented, until we hear from all the densely-set- 
tier! portions of the country loud complaints of tbeii* 
attacks. Pe.auh-trees perish; cherrlea are no longer 
the beaudfbl fruit they once were; apples are dis¬ 
figured, and plums have almost ceased to exist. 
Worms appear upon every vegetable thing; the 
borers dig their way beneath the bark of the tmiik 
and cut long alleys thiough the wood; weavils 
pierce the grain and eat out its pith; the leal^tere 
of various sorts punch out the delicace membrane by 
individual effort; or collecting in bodies, throw 
their nets, like a spider-web, over the bnvnehes, and 
by combined attacks deliberately devour every leaf. 
While these species are at work openly and in. MU 
eight, othei's are at the roots digging and destroy¬ 
ing and mnltiplyicig; nntil the ti'ee that at first 
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gave evidCDce of bordiuess and ptomise of long 
utility to man, pauses in its groTvth, becomes deli- 
cate, lades, and finally dies. 

The desti'oction of these vermionlai pests is a 
question of life or death to the farmer. He may 
attempt it either with his own labor, by tarritig bis 
trees, fastening obstructions on the trunks, or by 
hilling individuals; or he may have it done for biiu, 
free of’ expsnsp, by innumerable flooks of the deni¬ 
zens of the air. Tho itjvroase of worms must bo 
stopped the means of doing so is a question of 
serious public oonbern, and none have yet been in¬ 
vented 80 cifectual as ibc iiiUmnl course—the res¬ 
toration of the equipoise of nature, It is true that 
the I’ubin, as we call lilm, now and then steals a 
(Jierry, and has been blamed as though he were 
nothing more than a cbeny-tblef; but surely we 
can spare him a littlo fruit for bis dessert, when we 
remember that his meal has been composed mainly 
of tho deadly enemies of that very fruit I Swallows 
ace accused of breeding lice, which, if true, would 
not be a serious chiu-ge, conaideriug that their nests 
arc generally in the loftiest and least ncce^ble cor¬ 
ner they can find; but w'hen we consider how many 
milbons of notions dies and poisonous mosquitoes 
they desti'oy, how they hover over tho swamps and 
meadows for this especial purpose, aud how much 
annoyance tlieir iaboi'K save to hamaa kind, wo owe 
them gratitude instead of nbuse. 

Every tribe of hircls has its allotted pai-t to play; 
and if destroyed, nut only will its pleaeaut songs and 
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bright fcalh^s,-gleaming amid the green leaves, ho 
missed, hot some ^cdes of hog or insect, some 
disgusting caterpillav or injurious fly, will escape 
well merited destiucrion, audmoreasiugly visit upon 
man the punisliment of his wuelty and folly. 

The beautiful blue-birds, the mimevoua wood¬ 
peckers, the tiny wrens, tlio graceful swallows and 
noisy martins, are sacred to the sportsman, and con¬ 
stitute one great division of tlio creatures that he 
dosiies to protect. It is true that enthusiastic for¬ 
eigners, with cast-iron guns, are seen peering into 
teccs and lurldug through the woods, proud of a 
dirty hag half filled with robins, thrushes, and wood¬ 
peckers ; but let no ignorant reader confound such 
persons with ^ortsmen. Their sati.<ifaotion in slay¬ 
ing one beantii'iil little warbler, as full of melody as 
it is bare of meat, with a deadly charge of bTo. 4 
shot; or in chasing fi'Otn tree to tme the agile rod 
sgniiT cl, who, with bushy tail erect, leaps from one 
limb to another, emulating the very birds them¬ 
selves with his agility, is as nusponsnianlikc as to 
kill n cheeping quail, that, struggling from the thick 
weeds in &ptembcr before the pointer’s nose, wiUi 
feeble wings, skirts the low brash; or to murder 
the brooding woodcock, that fluttere up before the 
dog in June, and, with holy maternal instinct, cn- 
deavoiim to lead the pursuer fi'om hei' iufimt brood. 

Prom such acts the veiitable sportsman turns 
with horror; they are cruelty—^the slaughter of 
what is useless for food, or what, by its death, will 
produce misery to others; and no persons in the 
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oommanitj ha^e done nioie to repress this wanton* 
ness of dcstrnction than the Sportsmen’s Olnhs. It 
was at their rcqtiest that tho killiog of song-birds 
wae prohibited nltogetlier; and they nra tbc most 
earnest to restrict the times of lawful sport to snoh 
periods as will not, by any possibility, permit its 
being followed daring the season of incabatiou. 

Not alone by obtaining the passage of appropriate 
laws and their vigorons enforcemeDt^ have these 
clubs elfectcd a great reform; bat by their peKonal 
example and sodal indnence, often, too, at cousider- 
able lom to themselves. For while the poacher, 
taiing tiie cbauco of a legal conviction as an acd- 
dont of bnsiness, and but a slight redactiou of his- 
nnlawfnl profits, anticipates the appointed time, true 
sportsmen, restrained by a feeling of honor .and self- 
respect, slthongh they know that the birds are being 
killed daily hi dedance of the statute, wait till the 
lawful day arrives, and thus often, especially ia 
woodcock shooting, eaciifice their entire season’s 
sport for a principle. 

This honorable spirit, if encouraged and extended, 
is the best protection for song-birds and game that 
can be had. The laws are only uecesaaiy to deter 
those who are dead to honor and decency, and to 
fis the proper times—which ought to be nniform 
thronghont ow outh'c country. But to onfovee them 
requires the assbtanue of public opinion. Every 
encouragement should be ^ven to sportsmen’s aaw- 
ciatious. The absurd prejudice that has oiiginated 
from oonfounding them with a very different class 
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of the commaiiity Kbonld be oTorcorac, and their 
efforts to have good laws passed, and to make them 
offectiial, should bo sustained. The vulgar idea, 
that confounds laws for the proteotiou of tlie wild 
creatures of wood, meadow, lake, and stream, with 
tbo monstrous game-laws of olden time—that mode 
killing a hare moro criminal than killing a man— 
should be corrected. 

In this eountiy, whore every man is expected to 
be a sort of Toluntcer-policemau, all should unite in 
enforcing the laws; and then, in spite of the iwe- 
pressible obstinacy of the German enthusiast, and 
the mean cunuing of the sneaking poacher, our 
cities wonld soon be rid of th.e disgusting worms 
that make their trees hideous, our firms protected 
from the devastations of the curenlio, the weevil, 
the horer, aud the nnny-wovm ; the country would 
once more be populated with its native feathered 
game, and our Helds would resoirod with tlio glad 
sougs of the little birds that Ihere build their 
homes. 

So long as the ignorant of our nonveauat riches, 
imagining themselves to be epicures, will pay for 
unseasonable game an extravagant price, so long 
will unscrupulous market-mco purchase, and loafing, 
disi’eputable,tav 6 ra-lianuting pbacliers6l)00t or other¬ 
wise kill their preyi It must he made a disgrace, 
and if necessary punished as a crime, for any roodorn 
Liietillns to insult his guests by i>resenUng to them 
game out of season; and eariog-honso keepers should 
not only be taught—by persistent espionage, if no- 
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cessary—that illegal profits will sot equal legal 
pnnishineuts ; hnt thoir oustoinere should also dis¬ 
courage, by witlidra^ciDg their patronage, condnct 
that la SO injurious to the public icteresle. Wood- 
ooclc would not he shot in spring, nor quail in sum¬ 
mer, tmlcss the demand ibr them were siiiiicieully 
great to pay both the expense of capture and the 
danger of exposure; and, with a diminution of ptir- 
cbaect s, will be an incxeased diminution of the num¬ 
ber of birdu improperly killed. 

Birds and fish, ezce2)t in their proper seasons, m’e 
always tasteless, and often unhealthy food. A set¬ 
ting quail or a spawning trout is absolutely unfit to 
eat, and to do without them ia do saerificej hut for 
the sportsman to restrain his ardor Eis the close-time 
draws tow'ai'ds an end, and when others less scrupu¬ 
lous are filling their hags daily, or when iu tho 
wilder sections of country there ia no one to com¬ 
plain or object, requires the boroUm of self-deniaL 
hvo-vcrtheless, the effect of example tiioiild not be 
ibi’gotten, and the duty of the true Eportsman is 
clear nnd uninistalcabTe: he must abide by the law; 
or, whci'c there is no law, must govern himself by 
analogous rules. 

Ill the wildeiTJoss, it ia tnie, wiiere bhds arc abun¬ 
dant to excess, ho may wilhout blame supply his 
pot with cheeinDg grouse or wood-duck flappers, if 
he can ofisr hunger ns an excuse; hut not even 
there, nuIcsB driven, by extremity, can lie slay the 
parent of a brood that wilt starve without ^mrental 
cate. In the settled regions, no matter how great 
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tlie provocation, the true sportsmau will never for¬ 
get the chivalrio motto, nohUsse oblige. 

Tlie dose-times of the present statutes are not 
altogether correct; and in so extensive a locality as 
the United States, vhci'e diverse interests are to bo 
ocm^idered, it is nearly impracticable to make the 
laws perfect. For instoace, ■where quail are abun- 
dant) as iu the South, there is no objection to kiiiiug 
them during the entire mouth of January; but, as 
at that period they arc oflen lean and tongb, and 
bave to contend, in the Uorlhcm States, against 
dangers of the dements aud rapacious veriuiu, with 
not too fworablc a chance for life—it is undesiiahle, 
where they arc in the least scarce, to continue the 
pursuit alter December. 

If it were possible to make a uniform latv for t he 
entire Union, and to enforce it evcry^vhcrc, Fnglish 
snipe and ducks should not be killed at all during 
the spring. Tho latter at the time of their flight 
novthw.ard are poor and fishy; but if they can be 
shiin iu New Jersey, it is hardly worth while to 
protect them in Nerv Tork. For every duck or 
snipe that passes towards the hatching-grounds of 
British Amorica in tho early part of the year, four 
or five return In the £dl and winter. Could proper 
protection, therefore, he enforced, the sport in the 
latter season -would be four tiroes as great as in the 
foimer. 

As matters stand, howevei', the 80.15008 for killing 
game birds should bo: For woodcock, from July 
fom’th to December thirty-first; for ruffed aud pin- 
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nsiled gtouBe,.from S^temljer flrst—aud quail fronj 
November first—^to the same period, both days iu- 
clusive; for -wood-cluck from August fii-st llU they 
migrate southward. It is desirablo to fix upon an- 
nivei-saries or days that, aro easily remembered. 
\Toodcock aro often young and weak iu early sum¬ 
mer, and the three days gained between the 'first 
and the fourth of JiUy ai-e quite an advnatage. 
Althougli tlio first brood of quail may bo fully 
grown in October, a vast number of the birds are 
too small, and the brush is too dense and thick 
before the fii-st of the ensuing mouth; whereas it 
is simply moustrous to slay pinnated grouse, put 
up by the punting, overheated pointer from the 
high grass of the western prairie, in tho month of 
August, ere Oiey oat\ half fly. But the migratory 
birds of the coast—the waterfowl and snipe, the 
waders and plovers—may continue to be shot -when 
they cai he found, till their rapidly diminishing 
numbers shall compel a more sensible and consider¬ 
ate treatments 

The bay-snipe lead the advancing army of the 
game birds tliat have sought the cool and secluded 
marshes of Hudson’s Bay and the Is'oi ibem Ocean 
to raise tbdr young, and are bastenuig soutli from 
approhclring cold and darkness to more cougenial 
dimes. Next come the beautiful wood-dnek, and, 
almost simultaneously, tlie English snipe; then tho 
swift but diminutive teal; after him the hroad-bill 
or the blue-biil of the west; and then a host of 
other ducks, till the hardy cauvas-hacks and geese 
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bliug op tlio real’. IVom Ju]y, when the yellow- 
legs and dowitchcrs abogud; tbvougboQt August, in 
which month the largei' hay-birda arc contiiinously 
Ktveaming by; during September, when the English 
sulpe are on the meadows and the wood-ducks In tlie 
lily-pad marshes of the fresh-water lakes; in Octo¬ 
ber, when the. t«jal and bUie-hills are abundant in the 
great west; all through the fall and into winter, 
w’hen Uio geese and eauvaa-baoks aitire, the bay- 
man finds his sport in perfection. 

Many of the upland birds are disapimaring; the 
quail is hmng hilled with merciless energy, and his 
loved haunts of dense brush are cleared away from 
year to year; the woofh>oc>i can hardlyrost in ])eace 
long onongh to rear her young, and finds many of 
her ihrerito secluded spots drained by tho enterpris¬ 
ing fanner; the rjiffed grouse disappcai's with the 
recoding forest, and the prairio ohiokcu with the 
cnitivntion of the open land. But altliougli iiuiu- 
snerahlo ducks, snipe, and plorers are killed every 
season, arid by unjustifiable measures are driven 
from certain localities, thdr vatt flights throngbout 
tho whole country—amounting to myriads in the 
west—arc apparently as innumerable os over. 

From the first of At^ust to the last of Decetuher 
they stretch athwart the sky from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific; and although in looulilies they may 
appear scarce, still consritiite conntless hosts. Wevo 
it possible to stand on some pealc of the Bocky 
Mountains, and take in at a ghincc the vast stretch 
of heavens from ocean to ocean, with the moving 
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myriads of migratory flocks, tflo mind -would be 
aatonished j and it -wonld seem impossible eyer to 
xedneo their ntunbers. This is to a certain degree 
true; for so long as the lagoons of the South shall 
xomain xmdistnrbed, and tho shores of the bays and 
rirers tinoocupiod to any gi-eat extent, this abun- 
dunce of tho migratory birds -will continue. 

Bnt who can tell how long this will last ? The 
methods of destruction are being pcsrfccted, the 
number of destroyers is increasing, until now -the 
reyerberation of the fowling piece acoompaniee the 
water-fowl from the rocky shores of Kaino to the 
sandy coasts of North Cui-oliua with tlw unceasing 
i-oar of threatened death. Twenty yeai-s ago, and 
“batteries,” as they arc called, the sunken floats 
which ai-e the most fatal atnboshes of the gunner, 
were almost Tuikuowti sonth of Harra de Gracej 
now they are so abundant throughout the -waters of 
North Carolina that the migratory bird is never 
out of ear-shoe of them during lus entii-o journey. 

It wonld bo berter for the permanence of -wild¬ 
fowl shooting never to use batteries whei-e fair sport 
can be obtained from points or blinds. Ducks, 
geese, and, above all, swans have great faith in the 
sharpness of their eyes and the acuteness of their 
noses. Dangers that th^ oau see they aro rather 
tempted to scorn. They learn to slinn points 
where man may conceal his muiderons propensities, 
and aro not to be invedglod by the apparent <jeourity 
of -the deceitful likenesses of themselves which are 
innocently nestling near by. They seek the safety 
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of the open •water, and feed in the iiurrow bavs «ad 
marsh-encompass^ ponds during moonlight ulghts, 
if they belong to the tribes that aro compelled to 
gain their Imng by grabbing at the bottom, ■with 
hcadfl down and tads np. And no matter how they 
are harried in certain places, they feel safe in others 
close at hand. But the battery, sunken to a lerel 
with the Tratcr and hidden by the stand of decoys 
around it, placed on their favorite feeding grounds 
and in the broad bosom of the open bays, is too 
much for their courage or sagacity. To sec a man, 
a mcaxialeas and mxu'dei'ous mortal, arise in all his 
horrid aspect from the depths of the sea, from the 
middle of a body of their follows, is a terroi* that 
custom never stales. After a few such experiences, 
they lose faith in thomscl-vcs, and, if possible, take 
flight to safer and more propitious roalms. 

To those who ai'O accustomed to it, there is no 
more delightful method of shooting than from a 
battery, but a novice %vill find much trouble in be¬ 
coming accustomed to the confined position and 
the awkwardness of motion. I remember, yesire 
ago, liearing Mr. Bominy, -who then kept the fa¬ 
mous sporting hostelry at Fire Island, say that if he 
•was to shoot on a wager for his life, ho -would pre¬ 
fer to shoot from a battery rather than in any other 
•way. To one not used to the narrew bos and con¬ 
strained position, lying on one’s hook does not seem 
to be the most cheerful manner of killing any spe¬ 
cies of game. There is evei-y thing in habit, and 
certainly the exhilaration of watching the approach 
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of the 'birds as they oomo neater and nearer^ and 
grow larger and lai-ger,. from mere specks on the 
horizon to tlio size ol broad-bUls, oanvas-baoks, or 
perhaps braut or goeee, is liardly to be sarpaesed by 
any kind of sport. In most of the Sonthera watere 
the destructive imture of tliese machines is so well 
recognizod, that non-rc-aidetits are not permitted to 
use them, and the natives keq) this method of 
wild-fowling to themselves. 

Tlio shootei’ lies on Iiis back in this modified cof¬ 
fin, and whanover a flock approaches he rises to a 
sitting posture and Area. Ho cannot leave his float¬ 
ing home, and is iinable to retrieve his ducks with¬ 
out the aid of an assistant. Tliero have been many 
accidents arising from care]o3sn<^ or inexperience, 
not merely in tlie nse of the machine itself, but 
from the fault of the tender; and so many gnns 
have blown liolea in the bottom of the box, that it 
is the habit of the gojiuers on the south side of 
Long Tflland always to warn gi-een hands, and in¬ 
struct them hn\Y to rest and hold their guns. In 
two instances within my own knowledge, the sailing 
boat that accompanies the shooter, and serves as his 
tender and protector, was unable to return to him. 
In one cose it was driven to leeward, wid, could not 
work back to windward, and in tho other it went 
aground on a falling tide jnat before dark, when 
the tliermoTneter ranged but little above zero. In 
both oases tho sportsmen were saved, but in both 
the hand of death grazed them closely. 

ITiglit shooting is a still more deleterions prac- 
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tiee. "Wild fowl must be allowed to rest at niglit; 
indeed, the same might b© said of most other ani¬ 
mals, including the human family. If they are 
net, they will inevitably wend their way ©Isewhoi'o. 
Tho disohai^ of one shot at night, with its accom¬ 
paniment of flauic, and its noise reverberating 
more horribly in the still and silent hours, will do 
moro to frighten away tho mai^h ditohs tiuu any 
amount of daylight shooting. As the night begins 
to fall, the fowl begin to seek the marshes. They 
rise from the open water where they have bMn 
resting, perhaps without being able to feed at ah, 
and move towards the shore, coming on in a steady 
unbroken flight, until they have all found nesting 
and feeding grounds in the shoal water. Drive 
them fi'om such places in the night, and there will 
bo no shooting during the day. 

The nsc of pivot-guns is another reprehensible 
practice that has been su earnestly condemned, even 
among market-gnuners. that it has been iu a gi-eat 
measure .abandoned. Still, however, in some quiet 
bay of one of the great lakes of the West, where 
thei'o is no one to observe the iniquity, or of a moon¬ 
light night on the Chesapeake, the poaching mur¬ 
derer, sculling his boat down upon au unsuspldous 
foek crowded together and feeding or asleep, will 
discharge a pound or two of coarse shot from his 
diminative cannon; and wounding huedreds, will 
kill scores of ducks at the one £ital discharge. Ihe 
noise, however, reverberating over land and water, 
scatters the tidings of the guilty act fer .and wide; 
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and often tiings upon the criniiual detection and 
pntiishment. To avoid this the pivot-shooter -will 
sometiines, as soon aa be Jias ftred, throw bis gun 
overboard wth a boor attached to it, and if pur- 
soed, pretend bo has need nothing but his small 
fowling-pieoe. The pracUce of pivot-shooting, how¬ 
ever, has almost ceased, never having been exten¬ 
sively adopted; and has nothing whatever sports- 
m-inlit-p about it, being a mixture of oriielty and 
theft. 

Another mode of pursuing ducks, which is at the 
same lime attractivo, exciting, and injurious, is by 
the use of a sail-bont. Not only is there the ex¬ 
citement of the pursuit, the i-oshing down wu)d 
with hollying sail and hissing water—the crested 
waves parting at the prow and lengthening out 
behind in two long lines of foam—but there is the 
free motion and the pleasant breeze to stimulate 
the sportsman. This is really a dollghtfnl sport, 
combining the ciciteinent of shooting -with the ex¬ 
hilaration of sailing j but as it disturbs the flocks 
upon their fecding-gronndu, as it gives them iio rest 
during the noontide hours, when it appears that 
du(^—like idl other sensible i)ooplc—love to in¬ 
dulge in a quiet nap, it eventually drives them 
away; and not only makes them shy of the locality, 
but injures the 6^rt of the point-sliooter, who de¬ 
pends upon their regular flights for his suooess. It 
is not often very remunerative, but is uncommonly 
attractive, and is only condemned with great le- 
luotance on proof of its injurloos i-esnlte. 
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But while euliDg for duolcs is wisely forhiddea 
by the laws of New Yort and of most of the older 
States^ that prohibition should not bo stretched be¬ 
yond the true meaning and intent of the statute.. 
Coots, the big black sea coot of the coast and his 
congeners, not the little mud coot or blue peter of 
the fresh waters, may be ducks from a scieutldc 
point of view, but they were ucrer intended to be 
included in the prohibitiou. These dusky geutle- 
moa aj-e wonderful dirers, they swim under water* 
almost as readily and rapidly as they fly aboTO it, 
and seek their food at the bottom. They do not so 
mnoh liTe on lish, in fact I have never noticed flsh 
in their stomachs, although some authorities say 
that tliey feed on them, hut tliey devour incrodiblo 
numbers of small clams and oysters. They are not 
content to take tlie full grown bivalve, two or three 
of which would make a solid meal even fur a vora- 
cions coot, but tJiey invaa-itibly select the tiny fel¬ 
lows just starting in life, and of whom it takes a 
great many to furnish forth a breakfast or dinner. 
There is little sport in shootiog these tough fellows, 
and no spoi-t except in killing them from a sailboat 
when underway. 

In this chapter on the obligations that man owee 
to his feathered friends, his naturalized assistants 
must not be forgutten. The imported sparrow, 
though small in himself, has done a great work for 
our country, and still more for our cities. We all 
know that gratitude is a fleeting sentiment, and 
looks rather to things hoped for than to those 
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wliich haye already teen conferred, and it is some- 
-ffhat the fashion to decay the bustling busy immi¬ 
grant from abroadj but those who remember the 
condition of our streets and parks, hung full with 
‘ disgostang measuring worms pendent from every 
tree and biimch, till to pass through them was an 
annoyance:, wiE not wJiolly forget our debt to the 
Englislx sparrow. He baa been, wrongfully I 
tliink, aocjused of driving away our nativo birds, 
bnt l^foro we coiidomn him it will have to be 
shown, not only that he has done so, but in addi- 
tioa that he has driven away birds more useful 
than himself. 

It is but a few vcai-s sinoo he was first brought 
among ns, and ali^y hare the caterpillars so thor¬ 
oughly tlisappcai-ed, that one is rarely scon in our 
streets, and the treses are allowed to bear their foli¬ 
age in peac«, instead of boing reduced to bare 
boiigbs, as was their invariable fcvte in old times, 
The sparrow has been accused, and has been com¬ 
pelled to plead guilty of the crime of not eating 
the hairy as well as the smooth-skinned caterpillar, 
bnt it ought to be xirged in mitigation, before he is 
onndSmnod to condign punishment, that his iidver- 
sai-iea do not do so either, while they are guilty of 
tho further crime of not even eating the smooth- 
skinned kinds. 



CHAPTER n. 


GUHHEBT—inrZSLB-LOADliB-S AND BKEECH-tOADBRS. 

To tie yonng sportsman, aiitiod with the finest of 
implements, and Utisting mneh to them for Ws suo* 
cssa, it is a roattor of jnoiiiSoation and anrpriso how 
well a bad gun will shoot in good hands; ncTcr- 
thelesB, no true sportsman ever lived but, if he 
were able by any seir-denial to scrape the means 
togetJjcr, wonld purchase a valuable andnecessai'ily 
expensive fowling-picce. Hot only is a well made, 
and baiidsomely finished gun safer and lighter than 
a chonp affair manufactured for the wholesale trade; 
not only does it ordinaiily carry closer and recoil 
loss; but it needs fewer repaii-8, lasts infinitely longer, 
and is always a matter of pride and delight to its 
owner. 

Many guns of ioforior workmanship throw shot, 
as sti'ongly as those turned out by the best mabera— 
although this is not the fact in general—but greater 
weight li.xs to be given to insure tolerable safety, 
and the locks, if not the barrd.e, arc sure to give 
out in a few years; whereas the high-priced article 
will be as perfect at the end of a dozen years— 
which have accustomed its owner to its easy, rapid, 
and efifeotive management—as it W'as in the begin¬ 
ning. and will endure until failing sight, wasting 
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disease, ov accumulating years, shall coiui)cl its trans¬ 
fer into younger hands. 

Unless a man has continual practice, ov ia an ex¬ 
cellent shot, it 16 a serious undortaking to change 
his gun and accustom himself to another, •yrhioh, 
although apparently identical in weight and shape, 
will inevitably differ in some slight point that will 
he sufficient to destroy, for a time, accuracy in aim 
find prompt execution in cover. Some persons re- 
quivo months to acquire tl»e effective use of a now 
gun under difficult circumstances; and in those 
dense thickets whae so much of oar shooting is 
done, and nhei o it is by instinct founded upon long 
liahit that the Bponsman is enabled at all to kill 
his game, and where he cannot indulge in the de¬ 
liberate care that more open shooting allows— 
this deficiency will be most painfully apparent. 
Pot snob persons to purchase a new piece, is eq*ti- 
valcnt to throwing aw.ay llio sport of an entire sum- 
moi- or fall, and when we consider that few of us 
oan expect to average more than forty summers or 
falls, the loss of onofortieth part oflife’a enjoymont 
is no trivial deprivation. 

A very cheap gun is dangerous; hut it is not ex¬ 
pected that any person reading these lines will trust 
his life with an instruinenf that common seuso tells 
bira is manufactured to kill at both ends. A gun of 
moderate price, that is, from forty to fifty dollars, 
is as safe as the most expensive—the ii on is not so 
tough, l)nt more of it is used; but in a short time 
the barrels will wear away; the locks, losing their 
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original qniok sp^nng and eiarp click, will become 
dull and weak, till they will eoarcdy discharge the 
cap; and the stock, waipiog with the weather, ^yiil 
exhibit yawning fissures between itself and the iron 
iock-platus or false breech. 

In iightoesa, however, is the great superiority of 
the highly wrought implement ; and in hard traiup> 
iug through a dense swamp of a hot July day, 
or deep wading in a soft snipe-meudow, or in a 
wearisonie trudge over hill and dale after Novem¬ 
ber quail, a pound will make itself fait in the uddi- 
tiunol weight of the fow’dag-piecc, and not only bo, 
but a light guu can be Jmndled more readily. In 
open shooting, espeoitilly for tho wild fowl of our 
bays and coasts, niero weight is a positive advan¬ 
tage ; bat in the tangled tbickots, where birds hash 
out of eight iiko gleams of party-colored light, and 
tho instantaneous use of the piece can niono secure 
Eiicccss, a light gull is an absolnte necessity. 

Moreover, on certain oooasionE, when the barrels 
are exposed to an extraordinary strain, when llie 
piece built for light charges and upland shooting is 
used temporarily upon tho larger game of llie coasts 
or woods, and tho two and a half drachma of iwwder 
and onnoc of fine shot arc replaced by a dozen Luck- 
aLot, or an ouneo and a half of No. Jl driven by five 
drachms of powder—then it is pleasant to feel that 
the iron is of the utmost possible tenndty and the 
worlanansbip in every way faultless. 

A learned dissertation on the science of gun¬ 
nery is neither appropriate to the occasion nor 
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posnMe to-the author, aad would probably prove 
aa little enteiiiaining as instnictlvo to the reader. 
Tho majority of purchasers cannot form an exact 
opinion r«ilative to the merits of a gnu prepared 
with tho titmost skill and ingenuity to deceive them, 
and mast vely mftioly on the -vvorcl of the eehev or 
reputation of tho mahcr. There is something, to 
be snrc, in tlic smooth working of tho locks, and 
still more in the perfect fitting of tho stock; hut 
after all, oven to Uie ercpencncod sportsman, there 
Is little diffisi’enoe in appearance between the Sham- 
flfimn, and the purest laminated steel. 

American impoi-ters have a pcouluu'ly moral 
and respectallo habit of vending German gnus 
stamped with the names of English makers, and 
pacify their coneciencos with tho idea that the 
manufaetui'es of Germany are not inferior to those 
ofEuglaud; but they would give more satistaotion 
to tbe public and more ease to tlicir uonscicuces hy 
proving this iu open contest, and establisbing tbe 
reputation of the German makers, than by appro¬ 
priating tbe names and reputations that good 
work has made famous. So fai’ is this deception 
carried, that some houses wen order from, the Belr 
gianmanofactorers a oertniu nnmber, uominally, of 
each of tlio leading gun-makers, It may be that 
there is little real difference, although on the con- 
tinentid guns yovt sometimes pay for useless orna¬ 
ment, money that should have been expended where 
it would tell, on locks and baiTclsbut the mode of 
proceeding is certainly not creditable. 
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In a highly finiBhed artida the locks usually work 
with a smooth oilincss that can he distinguished 
with a little practice, and are fitted with gi-cat 
aeeuvaey into the gtock, so that projections of wood 
Avill be left standing not thicker than a piece of. 
blotting-paper. The hamls will he without flaw 
or indentation, and if looked through with the 
brocch reraove<l, will exhibit a perfect ring of 
light flowing up evenly, as they ax'e raised or low¬ 
ered. The mountings will bo faultless, and the cuts 
in all the screw-heads will point in the same direc¬ 
tion 5 the screws will work easily !ind yet perfectly, 
and the triggers and trigger plate, which aro inva¬ 
riably neglected in n poor gun, will be admirably 
flmslicd and fitted. Examino all these particulais, 
but cspcdidly the bst, and you oaa form some judg¬ 
ment whether the piece comes from a good maker 
or a spurious imitator. 

The greatest nttention, however, m the selection 
of a gun should he pmd to the form of the stock 
and the pull of tlio triggers j if the former is uusuitod 
to the shape o£ the purchaser, or the latter are stiff 
or disrimllar, the eohsegucnce will be utter failure 
that no amount of pvacf.ice will lumedy. If the pur¬ 
chaser’s arms and neck are long, the stock may he 
long andcrooked; birtif the contraryis the case, the 
stock must be short and straight. 

If possible, tlieperson intending touseagun should 
select it for hiinseif; and if it does not come up 
right ” the first time he hiings it to his ©ye, Le should 
refuse it positively. He must not allow himself to 
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1)6 peisuaded to try it again and again; for after 
one or two trials lie will ioslxnotively adapt his eye 
to its couBtraction, and \rfll imagine the gun suits 
him—an iiopi'eesion that tli® sapid flight of the first 
quail bo endeavoi'8 to cover will ^sii)ale. The 
triggers Bhonld give back at a weight of font or five 
pounds; the hammei's of a muzzle-loader at ten or 
twelve, andof a breech-loader at twelve or fourteen. 
For the former, the best cone is what is called the 
inverted, whei-e the bore is larger at the top and 
receives the outirc flame from the cap. 

Tho shape of the breech for the mozzlo-loadei for¬ 
merly gave rise to much learned disquisition nnd 
many plausible theories •, but, in all probability, had 
no infitiencc ou tlie shooting, which is due mainlvto 
the font! and quality of the barrels. Joe Manton 
founded Lis fame on the idea that the lines offeree, 
if reflected from a hollow oup, like rays ©flight from 
a reflector, would he directed pai-allel to one ano¬ 
ther and length-irisG of the barrel 5 but later expe¬ 
riments bare tended to destroy this theory. The 
dmplofact appears to bo, that powder exerts just so 
much force, and, as it c-annot c-scape sideways, it 
must go out at the end of the barrel; and that the 
shape of tho breech, except so fev as it may aflbot 
the rajadily of ignition, has no iufluenoe wliatever. 

These questions, however, are being effectually 
disposed of by tbe march of events and the gener"^ 
diflarion of brecoh-loaiiers; to the latter, ss they are 
not universally known or appreciated in our country 
—to which, by its nature and its game, they are 
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peeuliarJy adapted—the writer’s remarlcs will he 
mainly confined. Feeling entirely convinced, even 
from a short expei-ience, of thdr snperiority in most 
particulars, and ihdr equality in all, ho regards the 
consequence ob inevitahle that they will utterly 
supersede the old-ihstiioaed fowUng-piece; tho few 
d^ects that wei-o originally alleged to exist iu them, 
having been either removed or remedied, and the 
supply of anununition for them in this country 
having become sufiicient They havo won their 
way slowly into piiblle favor against the interested 
oppotition of giui-mahci-s on one baud, and the igno¬ 
rance and superstitions dread of change of gim-usera 
on the other. 

They axe a French invention of forty yeaiu’ 
etanding, and [Toved theii- superiority long ago; 
but prejudice was too strong for them, as it has been 
for many another good thing. Tlieir mciiw, never¬ 
theless, slowly conquered opposition, convinced the 
intelligent, and confounded the ohsciiiato; dll at 
last in Eugland—the very hotbed of prejudice and 
the favorite abiding-place of antiqiiated idea.-3—thcro 
are now sold fifty breech-loaders to one muzzle- 
loader. As they are not universally used with us, 
tho description of them will have to be somewhat 
minine, and would be better undei-stood if the reader 
would take the trouble to examine one for himself. 

The best and naost gcncmlly adopted of the vaii- 
ons kinds Is the JLeflctucheux^ or some slight modi- 
licatioa of it; and to that the attention will be prin¬ 
cipally directed. In this gun the breech, which in 
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the mnulc-Ioader soronrs into the barrel, ia omitted, 
and the barrels are open at both ends; they are 
fastened to tbc stooh bjr a pin and joint a fen’ inobos 
beyond the gnard. When free, the mnzzlc hangs 
down, and the breech end presents itself several 
inches above the stock, so that the cartndge can bo 
readily inscited; wben the ban ds are pressed back 
into their place for firing, they arc caught by a bolt 
that can be opened or dosed by alevcr lying along tbe 
under part of the stock, between the guard and the 
joint. The fiilse bi-cech is flat, solid, aud lioavy, and 
completes tlio barrels, taking tbc place and peribrm- 
ing the doty of the breedi in the muztle-Ioader. 
The liammers liavo a flat surface on tbe striking end, 
and the locks arc bach-actioned, to avoid interferiug 
with the other mcebanistn. 

The pin cam-idge is made of paper, shaped like a 
short section of tbe barrel, with a brass capsule on 
one end and open at the other; it is two or three 
inches long, and has a pod of thick paper beneath 
the capsule. In this pad a hole is punched on tbe 
inade and the percussion-cap is mserted, with a 
brass pin resting in it and projecting above tlic cap- 
sole on the outside. Tbe porensaon-oap is entirely 
within the cartridge-case, and the brass pin passes 
through a hole drilled in oiie side of the capsnle, 
just large enough to admit it and excludo moisture 
entirely. A blow on the projecting end of the pin 
diivos the other end into the cap, and dischargee the 
latter. The cartridge-ease is prepared already 
cupped, and is sold in England from thirty to 
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fifty shillings the thonsand 5 it may Ijg recapped by 
au instrament made for the purpose irith a peculiar 
caps aud mny be used, en an aTorage, three times. 

The cartridge mnst be loaded as the gun would 
be, only by the wse of a short ramrod or a special 
loading implement; the powder is poured u, a wad 
placard above it, and the shot aud auotlier wad follow. 
The cartridge may then be trimmed down and tho 
end bent over, so us to i-etaiu the load securely, if it 
is to be carried for a conriderable distance; but 
where the shooting is from, a boat or stand, tire case 
should be left, untrimmed and of full length. A 
chamber is out away in the lower part of the barrel, 
which corresponds exactly with the cartridgu-case, 
so that the latter fits perfectly in it; but, if there is 
an interval between the end of the cartridge and the 
shoulder in the barrel, no injury to the chaige or the 
shooting appears to result. A small notch is cut ici 
the upper edge of tl>e biin elto contain the brass pin, 
and allow it to project so as to recerre the blow from 
the hammer. 

When the bolt is withdran'n and the barrels are 
allowed to fill so as to bring the opeu breech fhitly 
into view, tho loaded cartridge is inserted, tho bar. 
rcls aro sprang back to their place with a sharp snap 
that sends them home at once, and aro roady to bo 
dischsuged. To allow the cartridge to be inserted, 
tho haminerB most be drawn to half or full cock; 
and wheu the trigger is pulled, they fell upon the 
pin, which penetrates the oap aud fires the load. 
The entire niecbanism is so simple that it can hardly 
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become deraoged, and will last as long as the bar 
rels. The greatest care is necessary in. inakbig the 
chamber that recciTca the cartridge of a proper 
shape, for if this is ianUy the cartridges are apt to 
sU(^ alter explosion. 

There is no decided improrement on the original 
Lefanoheax model, except in the modification of the 
machinery, and a convenient method of separating 
the ban els ftom the stock; and no other innovation 
of a bke character need bo particularly described. 
Tl>e Jioedio-gun, srhicli is made on a somewhat 
rimilar principle, is more carious than valuable, 
being both dangerous and complicated, and pos¬ 
sesses no advantages over the o 4 cr pattern. In it 
tie cartridge has a percassLon-cap so disposed at its 
base that it is penetrated by a needle, wliieh is pro¬ 
jected by a spring through a hole in the lower end 
ofthe cartridge; but tho cuinpositlon of the cartridge, 
and the manner of its insertion, are altogether dif¬ 
ferent from the same in tho Xiciauohetuc gun. 

According to the uri'ongement of some English 
guns, on a plan invented by Jeffries, the lever, 
instead of closing forward, lies under the trigger- 
guard, when the barrels ate closed; aud provision 
is made for tightening tho holt, iu oasoit wears loose 
by long usage. This invention permite of the use 
of forward-aetiem locks, and the easy separation of 
the barrels from tie stock, and has come into vogue 
in England; it is nndon'^edly convonient in both 
those particnlnrs, and has as yet developed no cor¬ 
responding di-awbacks. 
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Pei Hoaally, tie writer has alwava preferred Biitish 
to iVunci or Belgian gnus, although chaaco has 
compelled him to own as many of the latter as the 
former. Tie Eugligh gim is made for work; «jvcn 
when cheaply inanu£vctured, it will be found effec¬ 
tive where eflidency is iteoesaiw j and it is far more 
. beautiful to the eye of a true sportsman, with its 
plain blued look-platre, and total dcficdency of orna¬ 
ment, ti.'ui the Oontinentsl weapon, covered with 
engraving and ornamentation, hut defective iu some 
of those minuti® that lend nothing to its beauty, 
bntadii much td its usefulnoss. This is particularly 
the case with breech-loaders, which, if not roanu- 
factUTCd onreiblly, oi-e almost useless, aud wbioli, 
iilthongh orj^nally invented in France, aro at this 
iky produced in moie servioeublc style—unless 
whore the highest-prieed article is obtmued—in Kiig- 
land than in the couiilry of their origin. G-rcat dis-. 
d'c-clit wns bronght upon brucoli-loadera among us at 
their first introdnetion, in consequence of the impor¬ 
tation of inferior artiulus, and they still labor under 
the disadvantages of that failure, althotigh rapidly 
ovc-rcoiiiing all objections. 

There arc a few implements that are neoessai y to 
the tise of a breech-loader, which are much Rimpler 
tliivn they at first appear. To load the cartridge is 
required either a ijtort ramrod and a machine for 
itiming over the edges of the case upon the wad, to 
retain it in its place, or an apparatus, also invented 
by .leffiies, that combines all the requisites for load¬ 
ing, and by the aid of which a hundred cartridges 
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can be loaded in an honr. As tbe esse can be used 
several times, and the cap, which ia of a peculiar 
aze, has to be placed in its exact position to receive 
tie pin, a «)apper itiv<mted for the purpose is etn- 
plojed, by which the oap is inserted, aud the pin 
pressed into it without the least difficulty; a pair 
of tweezers are used to withdraw the pin after a 
discharge, in order to free the old cap and rooke 
room for the new, and a large gimlet will be found 
nsefol for extracting any discharged caps that may 
happen to stick. 

A cleaning-apparatus is also oocasioiislly used, 
consisting of a brush at one end of a string aud a 
small weight at tbe other; thew^ht is dropped 
through tbo open barrel and tbe brush di-awri after 
it; but, as tbe gun may be fired ten times as often 
as a muzde-loader without foaling, a plain rag and 
cleaning-i-od will answer. Cartridge-oases, of 
course, caoDot be obtained like powder and shot 
at eveiy country store, and to obviate tbe danger 
of hudiog oneself, aftper extraordinary good-luok 
with a gun, without the means of firing it, it is 
well to carry a couple of brass cas^, which can be 
used with a common French cap, and reloaded in¬ 
definitely almost as quickly as a muzzle-loader. 

The sportsman, by the aid of these implements 
and a couple of scoops with handles for powder 
and shot, recaps tho cartridges which have been 
discbai^ed, loads them as he would a gun, only 
much more rapidly, and lays them aside for future 
use. lu the field, he carries them in a leather case, 
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Q1-, wliich is the peforabl© plan, in a belt round the 
waist, or in his poohots, being able to store to the 
pockets of hig vest alone at least twenty. The 
English sportsmen yarry them loose in the poolcets 
of their shooUng-coats; but a belt is convenumt and 
ooQunodious, holding from thirty to fifty, and dis¬ 
tributes the weight pleasantly. Where tho shoot¬ 
ing is to bo done from a boat or stand, of course 
they will be kept in an amiuiinitioD-box, without 
huvhig their edges tamed over, as there will be 
nothing to loosen the wads. 

The reader may naturally suppose that there is 
risk in carrying a number of loaded cartridges ubout 
the peiiion; but in this lie is entir<-ly mistoken. In 
the first place, the difiionlty of diseborging a car¬ 
tridge, except in the gnn, is surprising; no prossuru 
will explode the fAp, luid ho ordinary blow, iinleas 
the ciirtritlge is retained in a fixed posidon 5 and if 
one fiill.s, the weight of the shot comi>ols it inevi- 
tibly to fall on tlie end: bnt in case llieao diffiinihtos 
are overcome, tho result is merely the dLsehargo of 
a large fire-crackcr. 

The writer iiistitnted a number of experiineiits, 
and having succeeded, after many trials, in setting 
off the cartiidge, fonnd that the powder hurst the 
paper, but fiiilecl to diivo the wad out of the ease. 
Tills was tried with cartridges in all positions, hori¬ 
zontal and perpcDdianlat, but pi-odneed .invariably 
the same result, with unhnportant modifications; 
and it was further ascerUuned that the fiic from one 
would not coQuiuiiiicate to another. So that, if a 
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curtrulge does explode accidentally, it, may Beovcl) 
the olotlies or even Ijurn the person slightly, hut 
can inflict no serions injury. These remarks, how¬ 
ever, do not apply to the brass cartridge-easos, 
whioh mast be handled more oarcfully. The com¬ 
mon papor-oasQs may therefore be avrried with per- 
feet impunity, and triuisiroited, if carefully packed, 
willioutrish. 

A mote enrious idea—^for the dread of danger 
from the loaded cartridge is natural—prevailed at 
one tinie, that the barrels wore weakened becanso 
they wero open behind, instead of being closed by 
the breech-screw; us if n cyhndcr would bo rendered 
int»e cohesive by aorewiiig another pieoo of metal 
into one end. In fact, if the breech-sorew has any 
e&ct whatever nj)on tlic strength of the gau, its 
presence is probably an injury. The chaige, it will 
be observed, presses against the shot on one siilo 
and the false breech on the other, and would net he 
retained any mote securely by the addition of a 
brecch-serew, which tends to separate instead of 
closing the barrel. So, also, it mast he borivo in 
mind there is no sti’am worth mcDrioning on the 
hiugc-bolt, and no danger of the barrels blowing 
away with the charge; while the dlspogul of the 
meial at the fiilse breach, and the omission of the 
rjimrod, tends to make the guu light at the rauraJe— 
a great advantage in suap-shootii^. 

Thei’C ia absolutely no escape of gas at thebi'cak- 
otf; none can escape uiilosa the brass capsule, which 
closes the joint hermetically, can be driveu out, and 
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this is a sheer impuaaibiUty. The gas oannob pene¬ 
trate the paper of the carMdge, and if it hursts the 
latter, stall otinnot escape except throrigh the brass; 
and although tho least perceptible amt>unt may conic 
oiit aloQgsiOo of tlio pdn, it is scarcely trsiceahle, and 
nothing like what is lost at the percusaioii-cap in the 
comnioii gua. These cartridges aic wonderfully 
dose, as the reader may conclude wlicii ho is iii- 
Ibniiod that a loirded hrcccli-loader, left entirely 
under water Tor fifteen minut<», was disclmrgcd as 
promptly as llioogh it had never hcca wet; while a 
mtiz^tie-loader, that had not been half so long ex> 
posed, would not go at all, and required au hoar’s 
oleauing. In fact, the breech-loader is entirely im-' 
pervious to any oi-dinary wetting, will not &il in 
the worst ruin, and tlie aTeraga number of miss-fires, 
in well made cartridges, is one in a thousand. 

In the handling of tills gun there is one peculi¬ 
arity: the pms rise from tho middle of the ©ir- 
ti idge, and not at one sdo, like tlio ortlinary conas, 
thus bringing the hammers closer together. To the 
beginner tins may appear awkward, but is no veal 
disadvantage. It would seem also desirable to use 
move powder with a brccdi-loader, alUiough this is 
not necessary to so great an extent as it was for¬ 
merly ; hut, on tlie other hand, the weight at the 
breech appears either to diminish the recoil or red uoe 
its elEicts on the shooter; as the testimony of persons 
using brCfCh-loaders is unanimou.s that the 1-00011 is 
less perceptible than with mnzzle-loadera, although 
the aoales have refused to verify their impression. 
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One immense advantage of tlie breech-Ioadei' is 
its safety in loading, especially in a confined posi¬ 
tion, as on a boat or in a battery. Whereas, in 
the muzzle-loader, immediately after the disobargo, 
while the smolce is still pooring from the barrel, and 
while the fii’e may bo smouldering uivisibie below, 
tl'ie qioi't'^maii deliberately pours in a fresh charge 
of powder, holding his band and tho cudre flask 
ovui- the muzzle, ondangeriug liis life, and inouriing 
injuiy fav more frequently than most persons sup¬ 
pose ; with tlio breech-loader, the barrels are opened 
.and fall into such a position that no discharge oaiL 
take place, and never point towards the person of 
their owner. 

Several of the writer’s friends have been maimed 
for lilb by the prematni-c disdiarge of a load in tho 
mnzzlc-loador from a spark rcDiainlng in the barrel ; 
the lisk coiincctwi with it has ahvaya seemed very 
great; and even witVi the patent flasks, which are 
h.ardly practical inventions, more or less unavoid¬ 
able. ThiadaDgcr isentirely obviated by the breech¬ 
loader, wliich cannot go off until the barrels are 
resTored to position after the charges arc inserted; 
cannot leave hidden sparks to imperil the owner’s 
life or limb; never expose tho hand over the 
loaded. bDiiel, that may have been loft at half-cock, 
if the ^ortsmiVCL is liable to thooghtlessness or 
ovor-exmtement; and whidi can be loaded without 
difficulty in tlie most confined position. So, not 
only do wc Lave rapidity, but entire snfi.'ty in load¬ 
ing-. 
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The ohjf^cdoiia, however, ni^;e<] agaiiiat brcceh- 
loiiders have not hc'en few, atid, if well founded, 
forbid the nae of the gnn; as has been Siiid, the 
target is not ko good, nor the shot sent with as 
mnch force, the requisites of a firsfc-cLass sporting 
implcmont aro wanting. Tiiese chargi’s, freely ad¬ 
vanced, have been sustained in a inoasure by the 
wretched ywi-foraiauco of iwor guns, but were early 
been brought to the only true Ivst—actual ox])crL- 
ence, under equal coridmoua; and by this test Ijavo 
been so utterly annihilated that their discussion is 
only necessary on account of popular igtioranco of 
the expeiiments. Wben breeuli-loodecs rirat came 
prominently bcfoi-o the English public, their sup¬ 
posed merits and demcrite were discussed in the 
8]>orting papers in an animati>d and viole.nt ttianiier; 
mid in order to settle the questions at issue, the 
editor of the London Fidd determuied IrO have uu 
open trial, where lie brccoli-Ioadcvs and muzzle- 
loaders could bo fiivly matched against one another. 
The comests took place Id 1B58 and 1855), and being 
carefully conducted, settled the dispute for the time 
bring, and, even before the iitest miprovciuents, 
established more fully the supeiaoiity of the breech¬ 
loader. The best guns and guu-inakers of England 
wore represented; and in spite of occadonai varia¬ 
tion and accidental luck—as in the pattwin of tlic 
iirst muzzle-loader—^the prejudices against tbe mo¬ 
dem aini were so entirely dissipated that the old- 
fashioned guns are at present tai cly sold. 

Since that trid • conaderablo advance has been 
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nisifle ill iho miautlie of the mamifeotnro; and uow 
it is the gcnm al impression of th<Be acquai nted with 
the arm, that the breech-loader, with a slight addi¬ 
tional inotcasc of powder, shoots both stronger and 
closer ttan its riTal. In the pigeou-matclies, with 
Bcorcely an esceptioii, held both in this country, of 
Into years, ns wsll its iu Great Britain, where it is 
to be snpposeil that the best implemeula tho country 
noohl faruish would bo used, and wiiere sotno of 
tlic shooting was dono at thirty yards, tlio favorite 
and most snccessfnl weapons Imve been broooli- 
lofMlors. "With all allowanco for tljo quality of the 
inKfksmarijtlio quality of the gtm tliatwineamahsli 
at Bngliih “blnwocks” innst uiu|ucatioiiahly 1 m 
good ; and this, tho universal cx];)orien<!e of tliosu 
matter-of-fact John Bulls, who test everything by 
snccess, Lae entirely oondrmed. * 

A trial of gnns was made in 1850, and the results 
wure published in tabular form in The Shot-Ovn 
and Hporting by Stoueheuge, p. 304. The, 
targets were made of double bag-cap paper, 90 Ihs. 
to the ream, droahir, thirty incheijiu diameter, with 
a centre of twelve inches square, aud were nailed 
ngaiiist a smooth surface of deal boards. The centric 
were composed of forty lluckne»<e8 for forty yards, 
and twenty for axty yards, and weighed eighteen 
aud nine onnoes respectively, with such slight vaniv- 
tion as will always occur in brown paper. The 
jwwder wm Laurence’s No. 2, tdio shot No. 6, ooii- 
tnining 290 pellets to die ounce, uiid the charges 
were n eighed in every instance. 
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The guns were classified according lo tbdv weigiit. 
The brecoh-loadera, which used one q_nartor of fl 
(•lrfte.lim more powder, showed about an equal re¬ 
coil ; the rouoil differed suipnsingly, ranging from 
44 to 76 IbSn and was no indication of the power 
with wliich the shot wiS driyen—a greater mimbei- 
of sheets being pierced wlicre the rocoil was tinder 
the average, 'flie patterns prodaced by the muzzle- 
loadens varied rrnra those of the breech-loaders less 
than tiioy (lid from one anothoi', and fai" less than 
that of one barrel Jiflered fiom that of the other j in 
ftMd, the right-hand baiTci seems to have shot much 
the best, and some of the guns that excelled at 40 
yards foil tar behindhand at 30 yards. 

In penetration, whioli is a more valimble quality 
in a gnn than oven piittcm, the lireecli-londera took 
the lead ; one pierced tlirongh 40 shoeta and another 
through SO shoots, so that the vaunted superiority 
of llic nld gnn in this purticular was found not to 
exist. It wan ftirther noted that a groiit improve¬ 
ment in this particular Lad taken place in the breooii- 
loadevs once the of the year ]jrevifni!i, which 
improvement has l>een going on steadily since. The 
trial also proved that, altliongh the hreech-luaders 
required an extra amount of powder to give them 
force, it caused in them no additional i-ccoU, and 
was objectionable in so fiir only as it entailed extra 
expense and weight of animnnition. The muzzle* 
loader was left, to offset its- nnnieroua infcrioritici?, 
nothing more than a dmui to diminished weight of 
gnn ancl ammunition, and a trifling saving in ox- 
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pease; in force and pattern it ■wafi cqtiftllod; in 
safety and liandimss it was far surpassed by itg 
competitor. 

'I’hcso trials were oontinueil. aftcrwanls, but none 
werc or oouM bo moro conclusive than ilio first 
wkicli I Jiave given, and there is no need of 
troubling tiro render with them. Indeed, it would 
almost sootn unnooessary to give tioie and space to 
the ooDsidoration of the superiorities of brcooh- 
loiMloi-g over mnzzle-loadorc at this day, so univer- 
snlly are the former accepted in the hotter informed 
localities, but iu so oxtotisive a country us <mt3, 
there are pan« which are lato to learn and hard 
to bo conTiocecl. To-day, while the muzzle-loader 
has nearly disappeared from the Ivorthern and Eas¬ 
tern States, it still holds its own in. tlie South and 
fju West, and there are at present as many of them 
in service thioughtmt tlio length and breadth of 
our laud, as there arc of bi'ooch-leadors. 

One change that was early made in the cartridges 
was to do away with the pin and subslituto a centra,1 
lire, and so much was this change admircd, that 
pin-fire gnriB have almost gone out of use. Nevor- 
tlicless, I have hctot been conTinoed that tliis was 
’any improrement, mid belioip, that if the pin-fhe 
gnu had oomo into goneral use befoi-e it was intro¬ 
duced, it would not have boon accepted. IIoweTer, 
admitted facts cannot bo ignored, and to-day the 
pin-fire system has been almost as fnlly and far less 
infelligently rel^ated to the past, as tho muzzle- 
loader itself. 1 am also no admirer nf tho snap- 
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action, ■wJiicli Jiaa to a certalu eifccat been sulwti- 
tuteil for tbo lover, on the gi’oond tluit, while tlie 
lever never gots out of order, the spring of tlie snap 
often hreaks. 1 may say, that no guns conld liavo 
been more severely tried than mine that were niauu- 
factnrou by Ltfawltenx, one of which wius tho second 
that was over permanently need in this couiitiy, 
and that tliey hare never giron out in their working 
l>arts, while the oldest and most l)ardly nsed has 
.never given out at all, idQiongli shot in all wonthors 
and nnilcsr very tiying circnmstances. 

Indeed I go fiuther and ir^ist that there have 
been no iuipei-tant impi'oveineuts made in broocdi- 
loiulers since the oi'igmal pattern until 

the iutrodaution of the Lainmci'Iess giin& Thtue 
are still iin 2 )crfect, hut they will probably be soon 
po.i'fected, so that tho last soi-iotis danger from a 
bi-eech-lofuler will be removed, that of premature 
disrhargj in the field- "Were it not for this d.i8Cov- 
cry, it is luy belief tliat sportsmen would jnt giro 
lip tho ccufcral-fire, and return tfj tho pin-fire, thore 
being no aflvantagcs in a eentani fire, while there are 
several ilisiulvantnges. The principal of tha'io con¬ 
sists in the fact t^t no one cim tell whethor it is 
loadoci or not, and a secondary danger lies in the 
loading of the cartridges, which has aircady cost 
several lives. As jut, however, tliohumiucrlossgim 
is not entirely safe. It is thrown back to fall cock 
ii\ opening, and when closed with a hard snap it 
will souietiracs jar off. Tliis happens very rarely, 
hut often enough to make the gan dangerous. 
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It ■will foul alxmt the working imria of the breech 
when it is used hal'd, without cleauiug, so that the 
springs will not act, auda preruaturo discharge may 
foilo'vr, and it somotinics eatobes ou the c%e of t!ie 
bent iu tbe tumbler without slipping into it. As 
soon as these defects are absolutely remedied, the 
gi'iiceful and conTeiiient liwumorloss gun will take 
the place of all others. I know very well it is olaiuiad 
that these, and all other defects litivo been I'cmovod. 
by tbe inti-oduoidon of tbe safety block, wliioli iu- 
terposKi before the tnmblcr, and thus botwoon the 
strikers and the cap, and 1 do not intend to enter 
into an firgumoiit which would Iwid to no practical 
re.=mlt. There ai'e mca ever i-oady to take cerinin 
risks in onler to be ahead of thcirfcllows. Let such 
disreganl the advioc, which common sense augg<ffii'e, 
and make oxporiments, from which they cannot be 
dissnaded, and by wliioh otliei-a uiayproflt. I would, 
however, Kiy -tbat I am suatainod iu my objections 
by solnghan authority, as “ Stonehenge,” but am 
■willing to lulmit that even as they are, I think a 
ImmuierlciH gun is safer than a central fire, for they 
avoid one of the greatest risks which the sportsman 
runs, that of the trigger catching on a twig as he is 
going through the bnehes. Those who liav© used 
■tljcni suf&cienlly to get acenatomed to them,'say 
tbat they omi shoot better with them than witi\ the 
old gnn, ft fact which they attribute to tho absouco 
of the hammers. 



CHAPTER in. 


BAT-SNJi’B snonmye. 

The TArioiui 'wril-ei'* on tlie diflbrcnfp kinds of spovt 
in onr oonntry have generally devoted Obdr .atten- 
lion lo upland sLooting; to the qiiail, woodtiook, 
Eiiglisli snipe, rnffl'd grouse of the hills, dales, and 
nutiklowSjtotlie prairio-clickeii of the far w'cst, or to 
the larger game—the ducks, geese, and swans of our 
ooast^ and the few .suggestions to ho found in 
JS^mk JI\>restei’s Fidd or X-ncis'a A»W‘ 

riom Sportman, are of little assislancc in diauuss- 
ing the rrtode of capture of their lose ftisliioiiahle 
and loss marketable brethren called bay-snipe. 
I shall inevitably make jiilstakcs and om'isaions. 
Tlio liitor works on water-fowl eliooliiig aro limited 
in the considuiaiioii of dnoks, geeso, and brunt, 
as iiiongli bay snipe belonged to the upland. But 
I consider them nearly .ae much of a watei^bird as 
tim black dock, for, like tire latter, they are eliot 
nrostly at pond Irolos in tbo marshes or from sedgy 
points. 

The birds tliul arc shot along onr shores upon the 
sand-bare or broad salt mesadows, or even upon the 
odjcHiiing fields of upl.md, are among eportsmon 
termed bay-birds or bay-snipe; and .olthongh includ¬ 
ing several distinct varieties, present a generel 
siinilaiity in mannera and habits. They are ordi- 
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uMily bi]led "by stratagem over decoys, and not by 
open pursrrit; diffei'cnt Tarietios frequent the saiue 
locality, so that many species tUI bo collected in the 
saiue bag 5 they are for the most part, except the 
upland bii-ds, tough and sedgy, and at times liardiy 
fit for the table; and they arrire and may be killed 
at oertnin periods in vast numbers. 

Althou^ despised by the upland spoi-tsman, trht' 
regnrds the use of the dog as essential to the puco 
• exoi'cise of his ait; aud by the pot-hunter, because 
thuy do not generally bring high pricos In market;— 
to the genuine lover of nature and tlic gim tlicy fur- 
jiish splendid spoil, requiring, if not ns high a de¬ 
gree of skill as mny be needed to cut down a quail 
in the cleiue coverts at least as many line qaalitien 
in the sportsman, and as thorough a knowledge of 
their linbits as any other bird. In upland shooting 
the clog docs the largest part of tlie work, and inva¬ 
riably tlC 8 erv<!a the credit tor 0 sn|jerK:xoellent bug; 
nnd truly glorious is It to fijllow tho dog that can 
make that bag, and wonderful to watch his powers;— 
but ill bay-snipe shooting there ta 110 trusty dog to 
look to, who can lutricvc by hia superiority his mas¬ 
ter’s bluudeiinga. The man i-elies upon himself, and 
himself alone; he it Is that must, witii quick observant 
eye, catch the faint ontHne of the distant flock, and 
with sharp ear diatingnish the first audible call; liis 
experience must detcnninc tho nature of the birds, 
his powers of imitation bring them within gun-shot, 
and his skill drop them advautageoui^ly from the 
crow ded flock. To excel .in all tliis i-equli-es long 
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pitionco, much experiftntse, and great qualities oi 
mind and hody j and few are the sportsmen who ever 
deserve the compliment paid by old Panins Enos of 
Quogno, when ht remarked, “ Colonel P. is a werry 
dostrnciivo man—a werry destructive man in a flock 
of birds.” 

It is trnc that. qnail>^ooting is aIntosC a certainty; 
and d-ay jifler day of liiir wcathw’, with well-trained 
nitiinals and good inavksmcu, will produce neurlythc 
same average, so that an entire liiilure will be almost 
i)rtposiibIo} wbereas, with hay-suipe everything, in 
the flivt iosxancc, depends upou the flight; and if 
there are no birds, the result mast be a total blank; 
bat when the season is propitious—and this cau he 
deteiTciined by the e.'<perienced sportsman with tole¬ 
rable Micnmcy—the sport ie prodipona, and tlio 
niiinher of shots enormous. 

Nor is it so easy to kill the gende game that 
approaches the decoys with sue?! entire confidence, 
and often at so mndenite ;* pace. Tlie upland sports¬ 
man, who can cover the qnail Ihrongb the thick 
soi nb-oalcB, or the woodcock in the dense foliage of 
iho sbatly swamp, and send his charge after them 
with astonialiiiig precision, and who will expect easy 
work with the bay-snipe, will find himself wonder¬ 
fully bothered by their cnrldos motioots and irre¬ 
gular flight, till he has ncqnircd the knack of and- 
cijniting their intentions. He will learn that their 
speed is irregnlar; that while at they wdll 

hang almost motionless in the air, at others they will 
dait past at the rate of a hundred miles an hour; 
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tl»at filthoiigh nsufilly flying steadily, they will fi'e- 
qneutly flirt and twist a« unexpoo.todiy lis ftaEnglisli 
siiipo; and that often they 'vill either suddenly drop 
from beibi'e bis gun and alight, or, tahingthe uhinn, 
will whirl fifty feet into tlie air; and when one 
harrel hns been diacbai'ged into a flock, the refit, will 
“skiver” !>o nft to piizisle oven the bear, marksman. 
It is not enough to kill one bird wth caoh bur¬ 
red from a flock, na in quail-sliooting, bnt a nnin- 
ber must bo eelectcd at the moment they cross one 
another, so tlmt sovoi-al may bo scoured-witli each 
brrrel; to do this will require niueli practice and 
entail many total mi^fsee, and U rarely tlioroughly 
learned by tiio upland sportsman, It will not answer 
to follow tlu3 example of an eiithusisatic French geu- 
tleinim, w-hom I onco Kdl In tho stand while I went 
to the house for dinner; and who, on my return, in 
an excited way reranrkod: 

“ j\hl I have vim bcautifonl shot, I makcsclovdy 
shot; tree big birds come along—vat you call bimV” 
I suggested. 

“ lib, no; ao big brown birds.” 

“Sielde-biOs!” 

“No, notae seeolcle-billB.” 

“ Jacks ?” 

“ No, no j not te jacks.” 

” Marlin 1” 

“ Yes, j’es; tree big marlin couie close by, right 
ovaii' 2 e stool; Kay all fly near ze other; T am sure 
to kill zein, it wns suoh bcaulifool shot. I take ze 
gau and miea zem all 1” 
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Moieovor, the exdtemcat of a rajad flight is 
intense; the birds arrive maoh faster than tbo niu^ 
ale-lotider can bo cliaigecl, smdaflook will hover round 
the stand, returning again and agdn In the most 
bowilderhig manner; ns there arc usually two spoits- 
men in oaoh stand, and Ihe shnuds arc oftou in sight 
of one anoihor, a eenso of rivalry ia added to tbo 
other diflicnlties of the positioii. 

A*- the btj-ds approach, great judgmeat is required 
in selecting the proper tiuio to hru, both as regards 
the condition of the floidc and their position relative 
to thu associate spoi-tmiaii; they must bo allowed 
to ourae well witbiu tlio reach of both, and yet be 
taken when thoj arc most together, mid not allowed 
to pass so far as to endanger the success of the se¬ 
cond barrel. Each ejrortinnan must invariably fii-o 
at hU side of the dock, and wait till it is w’ell abreast 
of him, .'ind never cither shoot over his ucighhor’s 
comer of tlie .stand or at his portion of the birds. 
Nothing i« 80 disagreeable as to have a gun dis¬ 
charged close to one’s head, except perhaps to have 
it discharged at one’s head; the noise and jar pro¬ 
duce painful and dangerous effects, and unsettle a 
person’s nerves for Ijouvs. NTo man who wilt Are 
by liis asMOciate without presonting his gun well be¬ 
fore liim, can know the ftrat prineiplos of guiuicry 
—or who, if knowing them, wilfully disregards their 
elTcc-ts, is a fit compnuion. The concussion from the 
explosion is exceedingly imploajant, even if the gun 
is several feet off, and will produce a slight deafness. 

Of the number of birds which cau be bilged, it 
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is liai'dly possible to spenk within 'boaiids— move llaui 
a liniidred having Ibeen billed at one sliot—but pro¬ 
bably a hundred acpaiute shots arc occasionally tired 
by ejidi spoitsman in the course ot" a day, and with 
the breech-loader even moi-e. There have been limes 
whoj> twenty-five ]>onDds of shot liavc been expend¬ 
ed by one gun, but those days exist no longer, and 
it is rare to uso more than five pounds whei e the 
loud does not exceed an ouDfw and a qimi ler. 

The uuoei-t-ainty of the flight is the prhioipal di-aw- 
bnob to buy-Buipe shoolbig, although csporlenco can 
in a measure overcome the difticiilty; but to the 
oiliscii confined to oeruiin days, a selection of time 
is an impossibility. The height of the season ex¬ 
tends from August ICth to the 35th for the bay- 
hirds proper; and from August 23lh to September 
6 th, for golden plover; and if a north-easterly storm 
shonhl occur at this period, it will bn followed by an 
immense flight. 

Dry seasons are never good, and so long t\» the 
weather remains warm the birds will tarry in tlieir 
northern Ifititndes; when tlio meadows arc parclu"! 
for want of rain, they become too haial for the biida 
to perforate, arid the lattor, being unable to foed, 
must migrate elsewhere; hut when they arc soft 
with moisture, tlic older snipe that have left ihrir 
progeny at the for north, linger on the tcoding- 
grouuds and wait for the latter to arrive. They 
seem to make U a point to send back portions of 
tlioirnnmberfronitinietotimetolookaftei'theyoung; 
and on such occ^ons, both the mcsiicngors and the 
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young stool admirably. Tlius flocks of old birds 
mil frequently be seen wending tboir way towards 
the north, while the miuii Hight is directed soutli- 
wavd; and these flocks will invariably come to the 
decoys, although the main body will take no notice 
of tiiem. 

Of conrse when the meadows aro too pnvclied to 
furnish food, the birds cannot return on thoir ti’acks, 
but must coiititiuo their flight to more Iio!q>itablo 
sborcR, and in tills way one of the host, chnnccs for 
good shooting is lost. Thera ai'e ]>robably, in adOi- 
tion, many ease-loving gluttons among the tronpe,who 
if they find the fueding-groancls well supplied, slop 
for n time to enjoy the luxury after their long nbsti- 
nenoo in the inoleinent north ; and iu pos.'ting to and 
from tlicir fiivonte spot-s, ore said by Ibc native 
huinaii species to have established “ a trade” to those 
places. These bh'ds, of oonvRO. whcruvcr they sec a 
fiock nppfti-ently parLakiug of ft plentiful repast, n.i- 
tuvalty paiwo to obtain theii' slinra, nnd thus full a 
proy to their appetites. 

Bay-snlpo fly during the day and night high up 
ill the Leavens, or close (o the earth, iu rain or shine, 
but cepeoially dunng a cold norLh-oustorly storm, 
wblch, fi'oin its direction, is favorable to tbuirsoiuh- 
orly migrations; and they a vigor of wingthat 
ciinblcs theiu to traverse immense distances in a 
short time. In prueeedmg with tbo wind, it is usu¬ 
ally at ft considerable disiai'oc from the earth; but 
when Sioing fin adverse ourreat, they keep close to 
the suifacc, and conecqneutly are apt to be nttriioted 
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Uy ilw Etuolsi. 'lliey do not movo much daring 
ibi^f weather, for the ample reason that they can¬ 
not aoo tlioiv (lourae, but do not seem to bo troubled 
by a r.iiii. Although clear— that is to say, not rainy 
—we.itbcr is preferable on many aoconnta, for their 
parMiit, good sport b fraqueutly had, especially ou 
Long Island, daring a rain, 

Their lino of flight is peculiar. Except the plover, 
they do LOt follow the entire coast, and aio not 
found to the aastwavd of Massachcaotts, but appear 
to strike directly from their northern liauntato Cape 
Cud, where, in the neighborhood of Barnstable, 
therownsin former times excellent shooting; thence 
they procec-d to Point Judith, or even somewhat to 
the westward of it, and then they m:oss Long Island 
Sound, rarely much to tho eastward of Qnogue; from 
Long Island they make one flight to Squan Boarii, 
and 80 ou Jong the bays and lagoons of the sonth- 
ern coast to the Equator, or perhaps beyond it to 
the Antarctic recoil. The plovers follow the coast 
move clusely, and strike tie easternmost end of Long 
Island iu their career. 

It is very romarkablo, that theso birds which 
generally pas? noi'thwiird in May, and require 
only three months for incubation anil growth of 
young, live the other nine months apparently iiicom- 
imrative idleness at the south, This peoulinrity ha.« 
loci to the suggestion that they may U’&yel to the 
Antarctic ocean dniing thoir absence from, the north 
—which,aUhoiigU probable, is fts yet, from oar entire 
Igiiomnco of their habits, a more suggestion. 



BAY-SNIPE SHOOTING. 


193 


Duriiig tlie norttward flight in May, there is often 
good sport, hut the time is more imcertaiu tlian in 
August; nor do the birds, which are old and wavy,' 
stool qniie so ’well as on their return. In the spring 
they pursue the same course as in the autttmnal 
flight; which, although it is the most direct line, and 
follows the princip<al expanse of salt meadow, neces¬ 
sitates considerable journeys far out at sea. But it 
is doubtless the fact that these birds, in consequence 
of their stretch and power of wing, could sustain an 
unbroken flight from north to south, and accomplish 
the distance in a wonderfully short st^ace of time. 
Unabated speed of one hundred miles an hour is 
equivalent to twenty-four hundred miles in a day, 
and portions of the flock may not pause between 
Labrador and the swamps of Florida. 

When the wind is strong and continuous from the 
■westward, it is supposed that they pass far out to 
sea; and during these seasons there 'will be no flight 
of birds either at Long Island or on the Jersey coast. 
At such periods siDortsraeii often conclude that the 
entire race has been destroyed, till the easterly winds 
and soaking rains of the following year, bring them 
back more numerous than ever. As they must 
migrate, and are not to be found anywhere on the 
land, it is clear that they must have the power of 
completing their journey in one unbroken flight. 

The principal varieties are the sickle-bill, jack-cur¬ 
lew, the marlin and ring-tailed marlin, the willet, the 
black-breast or bull-head, and golden plovers, the 
yelper, yellow-legs, robin-snipe, dowitchers, brant- 
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bird, nndlcrieker. Thenplaadorgrass-ploTerispur- 
saed in a different manner, and the smallei* birds are 
not pursued for spurt at all. 

Th 0 sioWe-Hlk, so named after the beautiful s\reep- 
ing curve of the biil, which lias been known to mea¬ 
sure eleven inches in length, arc the largest of them 
all. They are colored much like a marlin, have a 
beautifol bright eye, a short roed-liko call, and n 
steady, dignified flight. In stretch of wings they 
exceed three feet, and ootbiog can be more impres> 
Qvc than the approach of a large flock of these birds 
•with \ving8 and bills extended and legs dropped in 
pi'epamtioD for alighting amid the stools. 

They ai-e often shy in the first instance, but as 
soon ns one of their number is killed, they return 
and to the fetal spot—apparently in blind 

confidence that bo must have alighted instead of 
fiillen, or ont of brotherly anxiety for his fhte. I 
have on suvcrnl ooousions atti-acted a Urge flock that 
was hesitating whether to iipptoaoh or not, find 
almost resolving to depai't, by killing one of their 
number that incautiously ventured -within long 
range—for immediatsly on seeing him fall, they 
approached, in spite of the i-eport, with full con¬ 
fidence. 

They are easily killed, by reason of their mode- 
rale speed and enstomary steadiness, although they 
can dart rapidly -when aUrmed, and wrill often, like 
all the bay-birds, carry off imicli shot. Their flesh 
is tough, very dark, and scarcely fit for the table, 
except perhaps vrhen they first come on from feed- 
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ing 00 tho more dainty lepasts faniislicd by the up¬ 
lands of Labrador. 

TLo jacb-cnriow is a sUll more wary bird, and al¬ 
though he comes to the stools, rarely pauses over 
them, and never returns after being once fired at. 
He is seldom seen in large ilocks, and flics i-apidly 
Clod steadily. His cry is longer thaji th.at of tho 
sickle-bill, and, like it-, easy to imitate. From his 
wariness and rarity ho is i cgaided as tho greatest 
prize of tho sportsman, ciltbongh his flesh is little 
better than that of the siddo-biil. 

Tlis marlin is qnito common, very gentle, stools 
admii'ably, and goes in lai-go flocks. In color it is 
similar to the sicklo-bill, bat it is much smaller and has 
a straight, if not slightly recurved, bill. It is attracted 
by the same csll, and is equally tough and sedgy as 
food. The ring-tailed marlin differs from it entirely 
in color, resembling a willet—except that its winge 
are darker, and its tcul blaok with a white ring—but 
it has the long, straight, marlin bill. It is a rave bird, 
seldom coUecte in large flocks, and is often fat and 
tolerable eating. It does not stool as well as its 
plainer brother, but from its scarcity and bighci 
gasti'onomio edaims, it k more highly prized. 

The willet is greyish in general color, with a white 
belly and broad b.ands of Idack and white across its 
wings. It has a loud, shrill shriek, stools well, files 
steadily, congregates in large flocks, and when fat is 
quite eatable. It often associates witii marlins and 
siekle-bills, where its light colors make a beautiful 
contrast. 
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The last four varieti^ are ueaxly similar ia siza 
and greatly exceed tie following, hnt aro far less 
desirable in an epiourean point of view. 

The golden plover is one of tie finest birds that 
files; it associates in fiocVs of a thousand, stools well, 
is extremely fat, is delidous ou the table, and has a 
pecnliarly musical whistle. It frequents the uplands, 
and feeds on grasshoppers. Its back is marked with 
ft groenisli red that frintly i cscmbles gold, and gives 
rise to its name. The young are quite different in 
plumage. 

The black-breast or bull-hend is a shy and rather 
solitary bird—although it occasionally collects in 
large flocks—bnt it is quite fat, and frequently killed 
in the salt marshes over the stools used for the ordi- 
narybay-birds. 

The yelper has a strong, rapid, and often iiTegular 
flight, and a loud cry. It stools well, but escapes 
rapidly as soon as shot at, darting from side to side 
in a oonfiiang way, and 3-elurns less confidently than 
the willet or marlin. It pursues its course generally 
high in the clouds, whence it rvill drop like a stone 
when coming to the stools. On Long Isbuid it goe.s 
by the name of big yellow-legs ; its caU (Min be he.ard 
at an immense diatitnee, and is repeated continually 
ft* it flies. Gastronomieally considered, it is passa¬ 
ble, and, when fat, really excellent. 

Tlio yellow-legs, or little yellow-legs, as it is 
termed on Long Island, ia simflar in appearance to 
the yelper, but has a softer and more fluto-liko note, 
and congregates in larger flocks. It stools admi- 
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rably,.Olid is Skilled in imnieuse niuaberg. Its flight 
is vnpid ani] irregalar, e^edally when it is 
ened 5 and, as food, it ranks Mrith the yelpcr. 

The brant-bird is a beauiifnl bird, and stools well; 
it rarely consorts in large flocks, and is quite accept* 
able on the table. 

The robin-snipe is a graceful, beautiful, and doli- 
cioua bii'dj its firvorite localities qre the meadow- 
islands of the salt bays and lagoons; its flight is 
steady, and it doesnot collect iu such imnicnsc flocks 
as the last named variety. Its whistle consists of 
two dear shrill notes, by which it is readily attracted; 
and its predominant colors ai-e giey on the back and 
red on the breast. 

The dowitchcr, wliicU is considered ornithulogl- 
cally QR the ouly true snipe of them all, has the 
habits of the sandpiper and the distincUve attributes 
of the scolopux; it is abuodaul, extremely gentle, 
and cxce 11 ei 3 t eating. It stools admirably, coming 
to any whistle whatever; and although it can skiver 
when alarmed, it usually flics steadily. It associates 
with the smaller birds. 

The krieker feeds on the nieadows, remains till 
late in October, becomes extrmuely &t, and is an 
epicurean deli(«icy; it utters a urealdng cry,but will 
not stool at all. It also flies with the smaller Euipc. 

Having thus mentioned the peculiar distinctive 
qualities and characteristics of each bird, of which a 
fuller description will be given in another place, we 
will now pass to a consideration of the best mode of 
their pursuit. This being by stratagem, the more 
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thoroQgli the decepUon, the more favorable will be 
tho result; and although they can frequently be 
attracted by an accurate imitation of their call 
>ritbin reach of their destroyer, crouched in the open 
field and unaided by decoys, they will approach 
much better to the' concealed sportsman and well 
made stools. A stand is usnally erected near some 
pond or bar wl^^eve tiio birds arc in tho habit of 
alighting—and this can be bnilt in half an hour of 
bushes or reeds—high enough to conceal the sports* 
man comfortably seated iubis arra-ehair; and as the 
grass has become by tho latter part of Angust a dull 
ydlowish green, ho may eveu shelter himself from 
the sun’s rays by a brown cotton umbrella, if he bo 
delicate or ease-loving. His clothes should assi¬ 
milate to the color of the laudscape, uud be as cool as 
possible—for the temperature is often oppressively 
hot; and a waterproof should always be at hand in 
caso of rmn, to cover, not so much the sportsman 
as his gnu and ammunition, which may be-sen- 
oosly injured by dampness and salt jur combin¬ 
ed. 

If it is impracticable to build a stand, and the 
locality is sandy, a hole may he dug, with the exca¬ 
vated sandbanked aroundit, andthosportsniauinay 
deposit himself upon. Lis Mackintosh at the bottom. 
Howorcr, to one unaccustomed to the postare, it is 
difficult to rise and shoot from anoh a position, and a 
oomfortable seat is fet preferable; and besides, the 
mosquitoesaTcthicherneartho earth; the breeze has 
loss effect and the sun more. 
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The stools should be so placed that they cau be 
readily seen from the line of flight, not too high 
above the water, and the farthest nob more than 
thirty.fiVO yards fi-om the shooter. If too near a 
bant, they will he confounded with the grass, aud he 
inviidble even to the keen cyo of the snipe. They 
should be scattered sufficiently to allow each one to 
he distinct, and must he headed in dillerenb direC' 
lions, so that some may present tlreir broadsides to 
every quaitw of the heavens. They should tail 
down wind, in ft measure, from the stand, as the birds, 
no matter what direction they come from, Jiead up 
wind in order to alight, and wih make a circle to do 
so. In this way they teach the lower end of the 
imitation flodc first', and arc led safely dose to the 
sportsman, giving him an admlruble opportunity to 
make his selection from their ranks. 

As the tide varies according to the windandmoon, 
and will often cover with several feet of water places 
usually dry, it is well to have two sots of sticks—one 
set for deep water mndi longer than those foe ordi¬ 
nary U.SO 5 otherwise, it will oocasioually bo found im¬ 
possible to set ont the stools at all, or they will stand 
so high above die grotmd aa to re-wimhle bean-poles 
mote than birds. 

It is enstdmary to have in the flock, which should 
not be less than forty, imitations of the differcut 
species—some being brown to rcpi'esenl marlin, 
others grey, with white breasts and a white and 
black stieak over the tail to stand for willet, aud so 
on; but a more important point is to have them large. 
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Small stools caoDotr be seen fai- enough to attract a 
yelpor sailing amid tbe clouds, or a marlin sweepieg 
along tbo distant horizon} and although it is pietly 
and appropriate to have them of suitable coloi’E,8ize 
is more necessary. A ricMe-biil is a largo bird, and 
I have seen one tethered among the stools towering 
above them, so that the imitations looked x>any by 
comparison, althongh laigcr than they were nsually 
made. The word stool is derived from the Danish 
stoe^ and signifies something set up on less than 
four legs, but of the mode or reason oi its adoption 
we have no record; it is in universal use, to the ex- 
olnrion of the more elegant and appropriate teim, 
decoy, which is confined to imitation of wild fowl. 
Stools are ordinarily made of wood, and occasionally 
painted with great artistic care and skill; and although 
a rough nfialr, coarsely daubed, seems often to an¬ 
swer nearly as well, there are times wtien the birds, 
rendered wild by many hair-breadth escapes, look 
sharply ere they draw near, aud wiU not approach 
unsightly blocks of wood, no matter how sweetly 
they seem to whistle. 

As wooden stools take up much room, and are 
troublesome to c-ariy for any distauoe, tin ones have 
been made that will pack together iti a small space. 
By heading these, differeut ways, they present a good 
view to the aupe, except when the latter arc high 
in fur, from which position they are invisible. To 
remedy this defect, it has been suggested that a strip 
of tin of the width of the body may be soldered 
along the upper edge j and thus, while they pack 
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snugly, a seetioa of the object is ptcscnted in every 
du'celJon. 

■Wooden stools arc decidedly the best, especiaEy 
'where it is desirable that the birds should alight, 
and are in general use. Ihcy arc made of pine, and 
pninted the dislincth'o oolors of their protoQ'-pes; 
thwB siohle-bills, marlin, and jacks, are all brown with 
dark spots on tlio back and wings; ■willoc, aa liercto* 
fore dosoribed; yellow-legs, dark mottled gicy on 
tlio book and wings, and -white beneath; dovvitchere 
brown ontbuback and wings, and yoHowisli-whito 
below; bnlMioad plover light oti the back, with dark 
breasts ; robin-snipe light grey ou the back and side, 
and reddish beneath. But the suijjc arc not alrmya 
disoriminating, and afew varieties ndll answer every 
purpose. 

Stools fire ea^ly made and moderate in cost, und 
every sportsman should have not less than twenty- 
ilvc of his own, so that in case ihoso that he finds at 
the country taverns for the public use are engaged, 
he may have some to fall back upon—although 
twenty-five are not a full anpply. They may be 
carried in a bag or basket, with their Ifeet and bills 
removed; and the basketwill be usefhl to bold lunch, 
ammunition, or game. 

B&teniporo representations can be made from the 
dead birds, although they are not quite ao good as 
the wooden ones, by cutting a forked stick with one 
end much longer Iban the other, and thrusting the 
longer pedut into the bird’s neck and tliurhortcr oiie 
into its body. It may then be stood np in the sand, 
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and will make a decoy scarody distingiiisbable by 
man from the living prototype, but apparently more 
nnnatmul to the birds—■which are sometimes alarm¬ 
ed at its ghastly appoai'ance—than the ordinary 
stools. 

Very perfect stools are made of India-rubber, 
which, bdng compressible and light, cau be readily 
transported, ond are a deceptive imitation; their 
principal defects are their liability to injury from 
shot—which is also the case with wooden ones—and 
the facility with a hicb the hole where their Jong leg 
b inserted becomes torn—an aeddent that entirely 
destroys their iisefnloess. They can be packed in a 
sinaQ compass, ixnd are infinitely the best article 
whero they are to be caniod long dietancea. Ai- 
ihongL of necessity nndevsized, their fail plump shape 
makes them risible at a considerable distance. 

To prevent the bills, which ere the most delicate 
pa>-t, from being injured, it is necessary to make 
them rather thicker than those of the living bird; 
they are to be painted dark-brown, blue, or grey, ac¬ 
cording to cii'camstances; and their loss, although 
it may not diminish the attractiveness, destroys the 
beauty of tho fictitious flock. More important than 
perfection of decoys, is accuracy in ivhistling; this 
shonld be a perfect imitation; and answ^er to the call 
of the bird, and will oilcn allure him to the fowler 
without any decoys whatever. It is ioipossiblo to 
describe the calls on paper, and long praetiioc 'will 
alone give a thorough kno-wlcdge of them'; they are 
generally shrill and. loud; the shriller and louder the 
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better—for man’s best efforts will rarely equal llm 
bird’s natnral powers. THie ydper has a clear, bold 
cry, and.tho willet a fierce shriek that can bo beard 
for miles} and if listened to from a distauco, it will 
bo fonnd that the bird’s oail can be heard twice the 
distance of the man’s answor. It b true that when 
ti)c snipe arc notv at hand aad about alighting, a 
lower whistle is better, for the i-euson that it is more 
perfect, aad bocaase the crj- changes to n note ol 
welcome when tlie flock rcoeiTes its fellows. And 
olloii, wiien the birds once head for the stools, if not 
distracted by ncighboiiag stands, or alarmed, they 
will coiDestrwght on without !«ny wliistluig, alcbough 
this is by no means invariably the case. 

Many persons find insuperable difficulty in whis¬ 
tling the clear, shiill, slmrp calls; aud for them arti¬ 
ficial whistles have been manufactured with a hole 
at the lower end, wlileh, being opei^ed or closed by 
the finger, Hko the holes in a flute, regulates tho 
sonnd. These artificial whistles arc net so good as 
a perfectly trained natural one; tho sound is not 
sufficiently reed-like, and they occu|>y .and confine 
one band when it sliould be free to seek the gun. 
They aresuspendedfromthe bntton-holeby.astring, 
90 that they can be dropped in au instant; but arc 
only used oat of necessity. 

A cmions one, to be held in the mouth, bus been 
invented of a wedge^baped piece of tin in the form 
of an asc-bead, with two holes through the sides. 
The sound is regulated by the tongue, and is 'alto¬ 
gether more correct than that of any olher whistle; 
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bnt tQore time and p&Uenca are required to learn the 
iise of this inTentaoa than of tho lips. It -will he far 
belter for the sportstosui who intends to pursue this 
qiort, to praotifie with the organs that nature has 
given him, however mnch time or persevenmee may 
be necessary, and then there will be no danger of 
leaving Im whistle at home. 

As before romarXed, tho great drawback to the 
spot of shooting bay>6nipe is its nncertainty; if the 
flight has not come on, or a w'estorly wind has driven 
the birds to sea, or aheavy north-easter carries them 
with it high in nir and prevents tbeir stopping— 
there will be no sJiooting; and the most experienced 
hand will often receive the comforting assiu'ance 
whiid) is always bestowed upon the inexperienced, 
that if he had only come two w eeks sooner, or de- 
feiTed his visit two weeks longer, ho would have 
been sure of fine sport. There are nevcilheloss cer¬ 
tain general voles that fomlsh a tolerable criterion; 
and laying aside the spring shooting, which occni-3 
in May, and i.s extremely uncertain, the matii flight 
of small birds—snch as dowitchers andyelldw-legs— 
commences about the tenth of July, and of large 
bircU nhoiit die flfcecutk of August. Each lasts about 
two weeks. 

The flight of large bu ds ttsually terminates with a 
short flight of yellow-legs, and is followed by the 
plover, which are succeeded by the kriokei-s. An 
easterly storm generally brings the bird.s, either by 
bearing tliem from tbeii- northern homes, or by forc¬ 
ing tkem in from the sea, where' the main body is 
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supposed to fly j and if such a storm occur at either 
of these periods, and he succeeded by a sooth-westei- 
ly wind, it will surely be followed by an abundance 
of the appropriate birds. 

I)m-ing an easterly blow they will be seen pasring 
by Point Jadilh iu au almost unbroken line; and 
after it, they abound throughout tbe whole leugth 
of the coast, as though they had been carried to oli 
parts of it at once. Cut if no such storm occur, 
the catching the flight is a meie citance; and whoro 
the suramcr has been dry, tbe snipe trill be scarce. 
If the meadows have been kept moist by continiml 
sliowcis, there will be a moderate supply of game 
the summer through; but iftbero has been a drought, 
the sni'face b^nies too hard for the snails and in¬ 
sects to inhabit, of for tbe birds to penetrate; a scar¬ 
city of food results, and there will bo no flight what¬ 
ever. 

Scatleiing bircte, wandering away from their fel¬ 
lows and t^ahsted with hunger, delighted at be¬ 
holding their friends apparoutly feeding, will be 
killed perhaps iu numbers sufficient to make now 
and then a decent bag; bnt- what is known as the 
“fiiglit”—when the great aimy moves its vast co¬ 
horts, division after division, regiment aftcrrojnment, 
company .after company—will not take place. How 
they reatJi tile south no one can accurately tell; 
they either fly irdand or out at sea high in the air, 
or Late at night; but their returning myriads in the 
spring following, prove that in some way they did 
reach their sOiithel'n winter homes. 
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Notwithstanding the greatest experience, anil de¬ 
spite the roost fsToi'able signs, the oldest gunner will 
find, that move ovlessuaoertauityczistsiuohtalmag 
sport, and that his nnlucky expeditions generally out- 
DumherhisluckyOTios. Often aflightw'iU commence 
nnexpactodly and Tvithout any apparent reason; 
and n change ofweathcr, after along continuance of 
wind from one qiwrtcr, will be followed by good 
shooting for some days, nlthough such w-eaUicr is 
not intrinsically favorable. The follower of bay- 
hii-ds mnsl therefore make uj) his mind to disai> 
pointment, and on such occasions livo on hU hopes 
for the Ihtnre, or his recollections of the past. 

For this sport a heavy gnn, such as is commoiJy 
employed for ducks, is not at all necossary; iuasinuch 
as many of the birds ai-e small and the fiooks fre- 
qnenlly scattered, it is r;uely desirable to use two 
ounces of shot and five drachma of ixiwder; and to 
fire sneb n charge at a solitary do^ltdiei-, as is often 
done, is simply ridiculons. A light field-gun, tvith 
an ounce and a quarter of shot and three drachms 
and a lialf of powder, (or, as I prefer, an ounce of shot 
and three tlraclmis of powder,) is amply sufficient— 
trill confer more pleasure and require more skill in 
the use, will cut do^vn a reasonable number from a 
fiock^ and will kill a single bird handsomely. 

The gun should be kept at half-cock, and may be 
lud tq}on a bendi beside the sporlsman; there is 
iJways time to cook it, even if a flock is not seen till 
it is ov nr the stools; and a gnn at full cook in a stand, 
is a danger that no lesisoDable man will encounter. 



BAT-SNIPB SHOOTIiTa. 


307 


III fieM-shootiag, I tlo not approve of catryiug the 
gmi at half-cock, believing, for certain reasons un¬ 
necessary here to repeat, that it is less dangerous at 
full-cock 5 hnt in a stead or in a house, or in fact 
anywhere but ia the field where it is always in tbe 
spoilsman’s hand, it should ho never otherwise tliao 
at balf-cock. It is eomrnon to pass iu front of guns 
lying on the bench in the stand, and they often fall 
off, and are usvvilly reached fbv by tbe spoitemau 
while his eye is on the .advancing flock, and docs not 
note whether his hand grasps the barrel or the trig- 
gers; and there is an exoitemoDt, when the flight is 
rapid, snfficieatly perilous of itself in connexion with 
fii’e-orras, without uselessly increasing it. Every 
precaution should tliereforcbc taken; and if by acci¬ 
dent the gun which cannot go off at half-cock shall 
be disohavged in cocking or imoocking it, it will 
point forw.ard, away flom the stand, .and in such a 
direction thnt injury to human life cannot follow. 

Next in importenca to caro in preventing the 
gnu’s injuiing a fellow-orcatnre, is care in pi-avent- 
ing its being injnred. The least dampness, whether 
from fog or rain, and even the salt air alone, will rust 
tbe delicate steel and iron, and, penetraiiug farther 
and farther, make indentations thnt will spoil Its 
beanty and injure its effectiveness permauently. To 
prevent this, oil frequently applied is tlie only reme- 
dy ; a rag well oiled, and a bottle to replenish from, 
should be among the ordinary equipments, and in¬ 
variably taken to the shooting-ground; the first 
symptom of mat or even ^sooloratlon ahonidho re- 
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moved, and eveiy portion of tha iroii-wo/k kept 
well liiTji-ieated. At rught a watei-pioof covering 
slioitld fee us€!d, and the charge invariably left nn* 
(h-awn, as the dii-t prevents oaydizatioii for a time ; 
and diu-ing a rain the ntmost care should be taken 
to protect, if not the entire gun, at least the locks mid 
trigger-plate. Kerosene oil is excellent to remove 
mst, bnt is too thin to fonn a coating, and not so 
good a protection as sweet or whale oil. Vaniish 
is highly vccommendmi, but I have never known 
miy one to try it; and in case no oil can be obtain¬ 
ed, the gniioers on Long Island arc in the habit of 
shooting a sntall snipe, which is often extronioly fat, 
and using its skin as an oiled rug. 

Of course with a btocch-Ioader the charge is with¬ 
drawn, and the cleaning npparatua may be forced 
thTongh every evening, although this is uiineuessavy, 
as the dirt is ratliei-a protection; and after diecleauing, 
whether of the mozzlc-loadcr or breochdoadcr, the 
bairels should be well oiled both inside and oat. If, 
however, the gnu is to be left for a long tiino unused 
and exposed to salt air, a piece of greasy rag wound 
upon a stick may be thrust into the baiTels to the 
bottom, and oil idioiild bis libendly applied to the ex¬ 
posed parts. Moreover, the locks, however well 
they may fit, willbeinjoradaftorawhile,and should 
be removed and examined occastohally. The size of 
shot nsed sbonid be changed according to tbe season 
and character of thcfKght; in July, when the yellow- 
legs and dowitchera are the principal victims, No. 8 
38 abimdantly large; but in August, when curlews, 
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rrarlm, and 'willets are flyings wHch are able 
to endure severe punifihineut, Ifo. 8 is preferable. 
Eley’s oartticlges are often nsefol -with gms-plovcr, 
although they ball so frequently that the majority 
of sportsmen have lost ftitb in them. 

Favorable seasons for snipe, when heavy or re¬ 
peated rains have saturated tho meadows, and filled 
evoiy hollow with stagnant pools of dirty water, arc 
also favorable for mosquitoes. Persons who suffer, 
fi-oni the biles of this pestiferous rascot—and the 
difference between Individuals upon this subject is 
remavkable—should prepare themselves with mos¬ 
quito-nets and ill-sceuted oils, as they would for a 
vimt to the wild woods; while those who are much 
afleeted by the sun should bring unguents with 
which to temper its intensity and assuage the pain 
that its burning rays inflict 

Shoes are the proper tluiigs for tho feet, as boots 
become heated and niicomfoi'table; and a brown 
linen jachet with white flanuel pantaloons, thick 
enough to reust the attacks of a mosquito, and 
with thenecessaiy underclothes for an ovceptioiially 
cold day, constitute the most practical tig. 

If the sportsman use a mussle-loadcr—which ho 
shonld not do if he can afford to buy a brooch- 
loader—he must have a loadiug-stick which he can 
extempmize from his cleaning-rod by substituting a 
ramrod he:»d for the jag. This he does by simply 
having a piece of brass of the prop® size and shape 
to screw into the place of the latter. Heshouldalso 
have two guns, or he loses the chance at the return- 
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ing ftocic, vhiob i3 tbe most oxdtiDg, os it is oftct 
tho most auooessful sliet. 

The powder shonlclho coarse j the large grain of 
the cluohiTig-powdei’ being alone fitted to withstand 
the daioterions cffecM of the inoistni-e that is aninva- 
riablo eonoomitant of the salt atraospbore of tho 
ocean. 

Olio great difficulty that tho writci' has cncoiui- 
torod in preparing this work, is a proper selectioa of 
names—the natural history of onr country is popu¬ 
larly so llttlo understood; to copy English names 
and apply them to oreatuvas bearing a faint resem- 
bluaoe in general coloring, thongh neither in habits 
nor soicDtifio distinctions, was so natural to tbe first 
immigrants, avid the introduction of a proper appel¬ 
lation is BO nearly impossible, that the coDfnsioii in 
nomenclature of our birds, beasts, aud fishes is hardly 
surprising. This confusion existing in every depart¬ 
ment of natural history—confounding fish of all vari¬ 
eties, leaving birds namelesfi, or giving tlem too 
many naraea—culminates among the bay-stupe. 

Although the bony-fish or niossbunlkera of New 
ToA become the menhaden of tho Easterc States, 
and kii'ig.fisli are tvansfomed into baib in blew 
Jersey, nnd perch become pickerel in tlio wcet— 
uhcrc are rarely more than two names, niid every 
fish has some desiguatioii; but with bay-snipe, alter 
tm infinite niDUiplicatioii of names for certain species, 
othei-s are left entirely unnamed. Many that arc 
fi'ecjiieutly killed are without a popular designation, 
and more stiil are called frost-birds, and. meadow- 
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snipe, andbeaeh-birds—maaesthat might with justice 
be applied to the entive class, and -which ai-e so 
utterly confused, that persons ftom ddFereut sections 
of the country do not know what others are talking 
about. To noako matters worse, the scientidc gen- 
ileinen have stepped in, and. aftor indulging in plenty 
of bud Latin, have added fresh English appellations, 
more uumeauing and less appropriate if possible than 
the oonnnon ones. 

From this mnss of inoongraities the -writer has 
endeavoied, while pixuserving the best name, to select 
the one in general use, bearing in mind that names 
are mere substiiutcs, and not desoriptive adjectires. 
Theuamc frost-bird or fi ost-snipc—winch belongs to 
entirely different creatures—U applicable to every 
bird thatoppears after a frost, and asne-arlyahundred 
varieties nre in ihi? category, it it not distinctive 5 
the names naeadow-snipo and beach-bird are lidicn- 
Jous, bnt Ihe lattei’, being applied to an miimportant 
class, is nllcwed to stand. The snipe that is hereui 
called a krieker, or, as it may be spelled, creaker, 
which utters a hoarse, creaking note, is called in vari¬ 
ous places meadow-snipe—although most of tho bay- 
birds haunt the mc.ado-W8; &t-bird, whereas others 
are equally fat; and short neck, in spite of tho fiict 
tliat its neck is longer than some species; while 
ornithologists call it pectoral sandpiper, probably 
becanse it has a breast. 80 also with the brant-blrd, 
wliieh is called on the coast of Ifcw Jersey horwifoot- 
snipe, because it feeds on the spawn ot the horse- 
foot; notwithstanding that tho yellow-legs and aeve- 
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ral othera clo the same. The name, howevet-, is cot 
satisfactory on acoonnt of its similarity to the hrant 
or brent-goose; and probably the scieutifio desig¬ 
nation, tui-nstone, if , it -were at all in common 
acceptation, -would be better. It is to be hoped these 
names will at some day be harmonized by universal 
consent, and these, pages -will at least tna^e mutual 
comprehension open tho way for that desirable result. 
The sickle-bill, jadc-carkw, marlin, willot, golden* 
ploYer, yelper, dowitclier, aud kriekei-, are cxcelleut; 
Rod the ring-tailed luarliu, blaclc-broasf plover, ycl- 
low-IegB, and i-ohin-snipe, are at least desoiiptivc. 
Were those generally accepted, a simple and tole¬ 
rably aeourato system of nonicnclaturo would be 
obtained; and it has been my effort, while placing 
the preferable name at the head of the description of 
each variety, to collate all tlio other names that in 
any section of our vast tei-ritory are applied to the 
same Mvd. In this attempt I can only be partially 
successful; for the ingenuity of the American people 
in coiumg now names, added toaprofoundignoraiioe 
of ornithology, has produceda oonfosion that no one 
man cau reduce to order. 

Bay-snipe, except the. plovers, kriekers, and a few 
others, are not conridered delicate catiug, contract¬ 
ing along the salt marshes a sedgy flavor; but on 
tbe shores of the western lakes, where the fresh 
water appears to remove this pecnliaj-lty, the yellow- 
legs and yelpers—which are often found in coi^i- 
derable -nnrahets, and are called by the general 
appellation of plovere—are alniost equal in tender, 
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juicy delicacy to the English siii^ie. Whether the 
aame change is noticeable in the larger varieties, I 
cannot say of iwy own knowledge. 

The gimiiers have an iogcDlous way of stringing 
them in hunches of a half dozen each, on the longest 
feathers taken from their wings, a i>air of these being 
tied together hy the feather ends, and the qnillpoints 
thrnst through the uostrils of tlie birds. It is desh 
rablo to pnt them up in small bunches, as under the 
warm temperature of summer they will, unless every 
precaution is exorcised, soon become tainted. To 
prevent this the enti-nils should also bo carefully 
removed without disturbing tho jdumage; and a 
little salt, or, os many persons vccoromend, cofibc, 
rubbed inade, and they should be at all limes utre- 
ftiily protected from the sun. Their sedgy flavor 
grows stronger wnth every day they .are kept; and 
being extremely oily, the least taint renders them, 
together with all tho wild inhabitants of the coast, 
unfit for food. 

Bay-snipe ai-e esseiHially migratory, rarely &tox>> 
jnng on ©nr shores to build thdr nests and i-car their 
young; during the spring months they pass to or 
beyond the coast of T4abrador, and attend to tho 
duties of maternity in the vast levels and swamps 
that sorroimd. Hnilson’s Bay, and constitute a large 
portion of the northern part of Britidi North Aaue- 
lioa. In inyrambliugs through the Provinces, I was 
froijnently infonned that they abounded daring the 
latter part of summer on the marshes neair tho Bay 
Chaleur in New Brunswick. • This must evidently 
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bavG been doling tliiilr return flight; bot whether 
they were onr bay-birds in their Tsst variety, or 
whether they were merdy the docks of golden 
plover that follow the winding of tho coast and sub¬ 
sequently vi&t Nantucket and Moutauk Point, I had 
DO opportunity to determine by personal experience. 

With u8 they make their appeai-ance in the neigh¬ 
borhood of Boston Bay, and thence they are found, 
•with various iiitermisdons, caused by the nature of 
the ground, all the way to the State of Texas. The 
innnnierable bays, souods^ and lagoons of our South, 
em States, inclosed by broad meadows arid includ¬ 
ing thousands of ruarsby islands, arc their favorite 
feeding-gi-ounds, and are visited by them in unnum¬ 
bered ^onsancls. The larger varieties may be seen 
there .all through the tali quietly feeding, and scarce¬ 
ly noticing the approach of man. In Texas they 
eocm to congregate iu vast bodies, and probably move 
off to or beyond the eqiiatoi- in tho early winter 
months, although, tijis has never been positively as- 
oartained. 

They are not killed as game south of Virginia, 
and rarely south of New Jersey; in fact, it may bo 
said that only on Cape Cod, Long Island, and the 
shore liue of New Jersey, are they scientifically pur¬ 
sued. At these places the sport has greatly ditoi- 
nisliod oflate years; afew years ago Bai-ustahio beach 
w.'is n celebrated resort ; and at Quogue, parties 
used no stools, but stationed themselves along the 
narrow neet that connects the beach with the main 
land, and fired tUl their guns were dirty or their am- 
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inunitaan exJiaiiated. Then it was no unusual thing 
to expend twenty-flve pounds of shot iii a day, where 
HOW the sportsman that could use up five would be 
fortunate. 

Of all the locations ou tlus extent of meadow and 
heaob, no place is so famous, from its natural advai^ 
togos and its ancient reputation, as Quogue. Once 
on a time the best pond was permanentl/ oocupiod by 
a famous Oovemor, a still more famous Genciul, aoid 
a notorious Coloud—although the latter was not "in 
the bond f but there arc other good stands, audfor 
small birds—yellowdogs, dow'itchcrs, and robin-snipe 
—^it has no eqiial. Although many flocks puss it 
high in air, all those that follow tbecoast, low down 
to tho earth, must cross the meadows that arc com¬ 
pressed to a narrow strip at this point, which is the 
dividiug-gronnd between the two great bays on the 
south fide of Long Island. 

Unfoitiiuately, a wntciing-plaee for the suinmor 
resort of the ex<piiatcs of New York has beet* es¬ 
tablished in the aiemity, and the consequent adv'an- 
tages of comfortable beds and a good table are more 
than overborne by the annoj’ance of suchcomiumlou- 
sbip. If there be a flight of bbda, every nnfiodged 
sportsman takes out Itis elegant fowling-picec, and, 
daintily dressed, proceeds to tho meadow, where 
be would bo comparatively harmless, and duogcroas 
only to himself w'ero there room for him and bis 
fellows. But as the ground is limited, and the 
fiivorable points few, heis sore tointei-fere; and, while 
kilhng nothing himself, roios the prospects of those 
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who conld do hotter. At Qnogae, decoys were first 
used about the year 1850 , and thebest day’s sport of 
)ate was one bandred and thirty-eight birds. 

West of Qnogae there are some snipe, and occa¬ 
sionally a good flight at Soath Oyster Bay, aud 
more i-aroly still at Rockaway; but the laige birds 
are not uumeroas noitii of ibTew Jersey. Sqtuin 
Beach, Baroegat, Egg nartior, and Brigauliae Beach 
are &iious for the large biids—the sickle-bills, cur¬ 
lews, willcts, and marlins—that visit them; the 
same nnmber of ahots cannot he obtmnod as at 
Quogue, hilt the bag is larger. At the former 
places there is also a flight, of greater or less extent, 
of dowitchers and yellow-logs, bnt those are not so 
abnndnnt .ns along the ni-wgiu of the Great Sooth 
Bay of Long Island. Co the other hand, a bag of 
one hundred of the laigor varieties is not unusual j 
while at Harbor tlie robiu-snipe, which ofibet 
marshy islands are exceedingly numerous. 

Twenty years i^o theto was good bay-snipe shoot¬ 
ing at what is termed “I’ire Island,” and even in 
the year 1883 there was a lemai'kable flight Into in 
the fall. But the cry of old George, wMch the 
gemners of “long ago” -welcomed in tlieir youth, 
is never heard now; George and his salutation have 
departed, aud '‘iViite up, all them .as is goin’ 
sniping” is a thing of the past. 



CHAPTER W. 
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“Jl Girlji'om 2fhe»Terscy” 

Witt is it that oTsvy one \Tho Tisils Now Jersey 
oomos away witi an ecstatic iinpreesion of Jersey 
girfs that he never can foi^et ? Lovely they arc, it 
is true, bnl not more heantiful than other fait ones 
of Aineiica; affable, gentle, graceful, sprightly—but 
these qualities are oonnnon in our angeI-4vored 
country. Yet no one that lias been blessed with 
their company can foi^ot them, but carries for evei' 
in 1)18 heart tiie image of one, if not two or three, 
Jersey girls. 

These rellections were suggested to the writer by 
the recollection of his first trip, many years ago, to 
the Jersey coast. The snmmer had been oppres* 
Mvely hot, and being detained iu town during the 
fore part of August, be was glad to avail himself of 
the' ftrst chance to escape from tho <aty and betake 
himself to the cool, invigorating breezes of the sea¬ 
shore. Not knowing precisely what route to follow, 
he trusted hirasolf on boai-d the ti-ain without auy 
definite destination, and, ui>on inquiry, was informed 
that a good place for bay-shooting was at Tommy 
Cook’s, near the coast, and about four luiloj from 
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one of the last etatious on the road, TThei-e, under 
the charge of the Quaker host, considerable com¬ 
fort could be hod. 

To OooVh, therefore, upon reaching the station, 
the writer told the driver of wliat seemed to be a 
mongrel public coach, that he wanted to go; but in 
tbongbtlcssnoss, never conceiving that there couldbe 
two Cooks, he omitted the Tommy that should have 
pa-coeded the direction. His surprise was by no 
means moderate to fiud, u 2 )on reaching bis destioa- 
tioii, the supposed Qu.'iker host slightly inebriated, 
dancing a solitary hornpipe to an admiring circle. 
Thinking perhaps that that was tho custom of JeiTsey 
Qnakers—^for the State is oiceptionol in certain 
things—he toot a glass of bad whiskey with the 
jovial landlord, made proposals, innch to every one’s 
sntprisc, to go shooting the day folloAving, and re¬ 
tired early. 

"Next morning a short walk dissipated all idea of 
finding game, and having made the discovery that 
he was still Mceu miles from the proper shooting- 
ground on the beach, ho returned to the house, and 
in order to enjoy a few hoars ore the w^on for his 
i'niriier tran^ortation would bo ready, joined a 
bathing party. It woe quite a sociable affidr; both 
sexes, dressed in their bathii^ clothes—the girls 
without idioGB—crowded down iu the bottom of an 
Open wagon. Bat surely it is not fair to tell how 
one of the fiannel-encascd nymphs nearly foil froiii 
thewagon, and caught in the arms of the writer, 
who had jnmped out for the purpose; nor how tho 
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rest flrove ofif to leave tliem; nor liow he horc his 
lovely burden—plastic grace and heanty Tiersonificd 
—bravely in pursnit; uor howliis foot chanced to 
trip — acddeutallyj of course—and they fell awl 
rolled in the sand together. If ho would tell, ho 
bould not; words do not exist for the purpose. 

He had, however, all ho could do to explain 
the accident and pacify the nymph. If slic had 
known how much of solidity there was in her love¬ 
liness, and ]]ow little of roinauee in the deep yield¬ 
ing sand, she might have moro i-cudily accepted tho 
exoaseof •weaiiness. If the griisslioppot becomes ft 
burden under certain eircumstauecs, why may not 
a naiad f 

The road to the beach lay tbrongli a village for¬ 
merly known by the euphonious on*! distinctive title 
of Crab Town—a village of a thousand inbahitaiits. 
It was evening ore Cinb Town readied, and 
just beyond, the driver e.tme upon a bevy of female 
aeqiiaintancos. In a moment llio suggestion was 
nude that they should ride; nltov a little demur 
they accepted, aud were crowded in. Tlio stage 
was not large, but there would have been room if 
they had been twice .is nnmerous; they filled every 
seat, and every lap besides. 

There are days in one’s lifetime that should be 
celebrated as anniversaries; aud if any gentleman 
has carried in bis arms, albeit with trne tenderness, 
one charming Jea^ey girl iu the moniiug, .and liust 
had another equally charming sit on luB lap in the 
evening, lie may look npon that day us never likely 
to repeat itself. 
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There was a hum of pleasant voicea— woi'<1b like, 
“ Ohl Deb, -ffe should not have got in;’* “ Why, 
Mary, vro may as well ride—it’a all iu our way.” 

But these geutlcmcu iirc strangers, and may thinh 
it •wrong of us,” “Oh, Lib, don’t talk that way; 
they know Irctter.” TVe ass;u'od them that-DOtbing 
could Ixi moro perfectly proiwr. So sitaated, 
the rid© appeared ■very short, and the next 'mile, 
wbioh -was as far as oiir delightful freight would go, 
was passed aeemhigly in about a minate aud a half, 
decidedly tho fastest time on record. At the end 
of it, on a suggestion fi-ora the driver, who hvod iu 
that section .aud knew the country, toll-was taken 
of their rosy lips as passage-money. Jersey is a 
glorious place. 

Passing Charley’s, as ho is generally called, the 
son of tho old man, who for years was famous Jts the 
•first hiintei' in tlij^t laud, v:a turned off beyond, down 
the beach. The bay between tho mainland and the 
sand-bar, knowji everywhere as “ The Bsach,” was 
Harrow, -ft'ideiimg slowly as we advanced, untO, at 
the end of onr seven miles’ jonmey, it was neai'ly 
three miles across. There was little vegetation he. 
aide salt; grass and bay-hen-y bushes; but of tbe 
animal kingdom the only ropresontatives—tho mos* 
q;iitoea—ware tluelrer than the mind of man can 
conceive; Uiey rose in crowds, pursuing us fiercely, 
covering the horses in an unbroken mass, settling 
upon oursolvcs, flying into our eyes, crawling upon 
onr necks, stinging through our clothes, and filling 
the air. Although small, they were lumgry ho* 
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yond belief and, foilo>yIug their prey rolcntlessly, 
compelled us to light them olT vith bashes of bay- 
ben-y for om- lives. 

Hose^nitoes are found pleutifully at our summer 
TFateimg'plnccs, and still more noiucvously in the 
wild tvoocIb, grow abimdatitly in Canada, and arc 
over-plentiful at Lake Superior; but nowhere are 
they so mercilebs, fierce, and numerous, as, on occa- 
dons, at the ITow Jersey beach, Theyaro a beauti- 
fnl little creature, delicate, graceful, and elegant, 
btit obtrusive iu their attentions; aliliongh the 
ardent lover was aosions to he bitten by the same 
mosquito that bod bitten his ladydove, that their 
blood might nungle in the same body. 

One good effect they had, however, was to com¬ 
pel the driver to urge on his wenry team, and leave 
him no lime to gossip at Jokey’s Tnvero, over the 
beach party that was to be hdd there next day. A 
beach party 5s another dcliglitfiil institation of the 
Jerseyites, and consists of a congicgation of the 
youths ofbotl) sexes, eiqwcially the female, collected 
from the main shore, .and meeting on the beach for 
a ff'olic, a dance, and a bath. As It rarely breaks 
Tip till daybght, the pleasantest intlmades are 80010 
times formed, and soft words nttored that could not 
be wrung fi-oin blushing beauty in brontl day. [ 

The ostablisliment of the “ old man”—tho si)f>Ttiiig 
“ old man,” not the political one—since he has been 
g.'ilhurcd to his furefathers, is kept up by his son-in- 
law, nsnally known by the .abbraviaticn—Bill. It 
is sot an elegant place; spoi’tsmen do not demand 
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dogancc, ancl willingly sleep, if not iu the same room, 
in chamliers that lend into one finotherj but it is 
atnatocl -wiiliin ft hnuclred yards of the best shooting 
gi’ORnd, and k ns wull kept as any other tavern on 
the beach. Spoilsmen do not mind wailing their 
turn to U3U the solilaiy wash basin, drawing water 
Irom the hogsheail, or wiping on the same towel, 
hut are thankful for good food, and the liuntry of a 
well filled icc-lionsc. 

In addition to the general directions heretofore 
given, it may be well in llfia connexion to describe 
more particularly tho mode of lining bay^ipe. A 
number of imitation birds, usually called stools, are 
cut from wood, atrd paintscl to raseaihle the rniions 
species; they have a long sUch, or Jog, inserted into 
the lower part of the body, and a suffioiont number 
to constitute a large flock arc sot up in shallow 
water, or upon some bar whero the birds arc accus¬ 
tomed to feed. They are made IVom thin wood, or 
ovcm from tin, and arc licaded various ways so as to 
show in all directions; tbo ooai'sust and least perfect 
Imitations will answer. 

The most remarkable trait of tha ahoi'e birds, or 
bsy-snipe, is their gregarious nature and sociability. 
A flock flying Jiigh in air, apparently intent npon 
some settled conrsc, wiil, tho moment they see ano¬ 
ther flock feeding, turn and join it. Tlieir natural 
history, or the object which they evidently have in 
thus joining forces, does not seem to be nuderstood; 
but tho baymen, by imitation-birds and calls, take 
advuutago of tliia iusiitict. Farther south, along the 
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shores of Florida ancl Tcsxas, these sntpo oollect. sii 
crowds j nnd eitlier this is tic fii-st step towards that 
))niposc, or they are merely attracted by the feeding 
birds to a ptomidng place for a plenlifdl repast. 

Although ovdiiianty they will come to the stools 
of tbemsdves, if they happen to be at a distance fly¬ 
ing fast and high, tho gunner must trust to fie 
sbrillncsB of his -vvhisUe and the perfection of his call, 
to utlraot their attention. If th<y turn towards the 
decoys and answer the whistle—which they wnll do .at 
an immense distance—they are almost sure to come 
straight on, and their confidence once gained, rarely 
wavers. 

There is a comincin cvprcssloa among the bay- 
men, that birds have a trade, or arc trading up and 
dpwn over a certEiiii course, hy which they mean 
that' they l!yl>ackward and foiwardat regular hours, 
and to and from regular idaces. Snipe that are 
thus engaged trading are not only' in the finest con¬ 
dition, but come to the decoys, orstool, as It is term¬ 
ed, tho most readily. They are inobably stopping 
on the meadows, and fly to their feeding-gi-ounda in 
the moming and bm>t at uiglit. Tlie great migra¬ 
tory bodies, which frequently strelcii in hi-oken lines 
.almost aerofss the horizon, and which are pui-su- 
ing their steady course to thriir sonthern liumes, 
rarely heed the whittle, or turn to the silly flock 
that is eating while it should be travelling. 

Tl)e best days are those with a cloudy sky, and a 
south-westerly wind. On such occasions the birds 
often come in mymds, delighting the spoitsman’a 
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Ixcart, testing bis nerves, anfl flllingbis bngtorcplo- 
lion. When the objfot is to kill the greatest nnm* 
her possible, they are permittocl to aligiit among the 
stools and oollcci; together before the gna ia fired; 
then tbc fil-st disclisrgo is followed, rapidly by the 
second, which tears among thek thinned ranks ns 
they rise ; and, if thero bo a second gun, by the third 
and foai tli barrel, till frequently all are killed. The 
scientific and sportsmanlike mode is to fire before 
thoy alight, eek'oting two or three together and fir¬ 
ing at tbc foremost. 

It is a glorious thing to see a fLook of marlin or 
willct, or perliaps the chief of all, the sickle-bills, 
swerve from tlicir course away np in. the heavens, 
and after a tnoment’snncertamiy reply to the sports¬ 
man’s deceitful call and tom towards his false copies 
of themselves. As they approach, the rioh sienna 
brown of the raarlin and cmlcw seems to color tho 
sky and reflect a ruddy hue upon surroanding ob- 
jeots; or the black and white of the barred wings of 
the willet makes them resemble birds hewn from 
veined marble. The sportsman’s heart leaps to bis 
throati as crouching down with straining eye and 
nerve, graspieg hia fhithful gun, lie awaits with 
eager anxiety tho proper moment;, then, rising ere 
they arc aware of tho danger, he selects the epot 
where their crowding bodies and jostling wings shut 
cut the o].ouds beyoiul, and pouiu in ins first most 
deadly bavi-el; and quickly briogiiig to boar tbo 
other as beat he tuay auioog the now ftighteoed 
crentm-es as they dart about, he dulivorsit before he 
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1)33 noticed how many fell to the first, l^roppiiis 
baefe to Jiis position of conwalmoiit, he recniniimnii-# 
wljislling, oadthegoor things, foi^jcttinjrtlu-it fright 
nnd anxious to know-why their Mends nliglitcd jimiil 
a roar like thunder, return to the iiUal spot, and 
ngain give the fortunate qtortanan a cliaiicc for lu« 
reloaded gun. 

It was for sncli glorious sport ns this, with fair 
promise of success—for the flight was on, as say¬ 
ing is, when tho snipe are inoriiig—that I jnviHtrod 
jnyselfthe next morning. Rising at oarlit-st day- 
break, a friend, the gunner, and myself sallied out ft* 
the blind, and having set ont our stools, posa/ssed 
oar souls in patience for what niiglit follow. A blind 
is snothor ingenious invention of tlio devil—as per¬ 
sonified by a bayman, in pursuit of wild fowl—and 
is constructed by planting bushes thickly in a oirolu 
round a bench, ^-aied upon this beuch nnd cnii- 
coaled from tho siis2)ielons cycsoftlio snipe hy the 
dense foliage of the hayborry Imslies, the qimtsman, 
in eoinparalive comfort, awaits his prey. In Io.-'h 
eivilized localities he hides liiinself among tho long 
sedge gl ass, or scooiis out a hole in the s«iu.l and 
lies at length tqion a w.at;*rproof blanket. 

Ihc wind had hatiled, iti nautical language, to tlio 
south’ard and weit’ai-d, and the sun's rays driving 
aside the hazy clouds, illuminated the eastern sky 
with fioiy glory. The land and water, dim with the 
heavy night fog, stretched oat in broad, nndt-Biic-d 
outline, and the lieavens seemed close down upon 
the earth. Tlirougli the Lazy .itraosplnr.* and slug- 
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gish darlsDcss the rays of light penetrated slowly, 
bringing out fcatoi'c after feature of the landscape, 
lighting the tops of distant bUls^ smd rorcaUng the 
fleecy coursers of the sky. 

Amid tho flidiog darkness wc soon heard the 
welcome cry of the bay.sutpe pursuing his comse, 
gnided by light tliat liad notvet reached our portion 
of the cai‘tJi ’8 surface. Instantly we responded with 
a rigor und rapidity on behalf of each, that njust 
liave impressed the travelUng birds with the belief 
tliat wo consUtnled au immense flock. Again and 
again, long beibvo our straining eyes conld catch 
the outline of their forms, came the answering ciy. 

nntil from ont the dim air rushed a glorious flock of 
morbicd willets and swooping down to our stools 
dropped tbeir long legs to alight—we feeling as 
thongh littl.e shining goddesses were descending 
npon ns.. 

Without pausing to discuss their angelic character, 
blit mercilessly bringing oiir double-barrels to boar 
upon the crowded ranks, wu poured iu a destruotire 
broadside that hiirled a dozen upon the bloodied 
sand. Startled at the ftwrful report and its terrible 
consequences, they rose, darting and cros.ring in 
tbeir alarm, and fled at ftiUspeed;hutheaiingagain 
the familiar call, after flying a few' hundred yards, 
they turned and came once more Rtivnight for the 
decoys. Tbeu my friend thought highly of me and 
ray brecch-loadiug gun, for ere ho had reloaded I 
Ihod discharged ray two barrels three times, adding 
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sbc birds to those already npon tbe sand. Elglitecn 
T\'illet from the first floeb, and ere the snn wasCiii ly 
up, gave us a good ^tart; and after the birds were 
gathered, the favorable send-off was duly celebrated 
in a few drops of water wnth enough spirit to take 
the danger out. 

And now ojyiiads ol swallows made their n2)peav- 
anoe, skimming close along the water, bat in one 
steady course, as though they wore going out for 
the day, and would not bo back till night-fall. They 
wore followed by scattering snipe that furnished neat 
but easy shooting till sis o’clock, when the regular 
fight began with a splendid flock of marlin that 
came rapidly from the sonth’aisl, and after hovering 
over the stools and giting ns ono chance, ronimed 
for two more Ihvorsfrom the breeoh-loador, and left 
sistcen of their nnmber. 

Sportsmen of any experience know that nothing 
is easier than to select £i-om a flock a single bird 
with e.ach barrel; but in baj'-shooting, a man who 
claims to excel, must kill several with the first bar¬ 
rel, and one, at le-ast, with tlie second. however, 
to the ordinary excitement he added the natural 
emulation arising from the presence of several sports¬ 
men in the same stand, the foregoing desirable 
result is not always attained. If, therefore, the 
reader- shrewdly snspeots we should have kiUed 
more birds than we did, let him place himself in a 
simihr portion, and rccoi-d h!s success. 

Shore birds of the various species, beginning with 
the magnificent .sicldc-bill, and iuclndlng the wary 
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.iac'k-cni'luw, tlie noisy, larger ydlow-legs or yelper, 
and llie smaller one, down to tho pretty simple- 
hearted dowitcher, wont to make np onr morning’s 
bag. The scorching snn when it bung high over 
our heads stopped the flight, and, nidod by venomous 
mosquitoes, drove us to the slielter of the house, and 
turned our thoughts towards dinner. 

The stands being convenient to the tavern, we 
had run ia and aiatehed a hasty breaklast, but now 
collected to dean gnns, lead cartridges, and talk 
over results. The breech-loader being at that time 
something of a novelty, attracted considcr.able at- 
teutioD, and was accused of lliat defect popularly 
atti'ibutod to it, of not shooting strongly. As tbero 
were several expensive gnus present—atnoug them 
one of William Moore—in allofwhicb the owners 
had gi’oat faith, the question was soon tested and 
settled to the satisfhotio 3 i of the most sceptical. 

That being concluded, black-breast, or bull-he-id 
plover, was the occasion of a terrible contost over 
the entire plovov family—some of the sportsmen 
insisting thei’e were threo, othci-s four or five well- 
known kinds. They all agreed as to there being 
the gi'ass-plovcr, the bull-head, and the golden-plo¬ 
ver; but some churned in addition, the fro.it bird 
and the red-baeked plover. At last ono burst 
forth: 

“Tl)cre is BamweE; he ought to know: wbat 
does ho say ? ” 

As they turned inquiringly, feeling the momeutous 
nature of the occasion, and that nowwas the ohaDoo 
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to estiblish m7 rppulation for ever, witli nn air of 
deep learning, I coinmcQced: 

“In ilie first plauo, you arc mistaken in incIiuUng 
among plovers the grass or grey-jdover, as it is 
eooimoiily called; it is not a plover at all-” 

“Oh! that is noiisenso,” they burst foilh unani- 
monsly“ you don’t'know what yoo’rc talking 
about.” 

Never was a growing leputntiou more snildunly 
nipjjcd. Instantly rediicetl to a state of meekness, 
aod only too glfid to save a shied of cliaraetar, I 
mildly en^ested that Girand’s wort on the birds 
of Long Island was in my valise, and probably eou- 
tained the desired inforniatioD. 

“ "Well,” said one, “ let’s hear what he says.” 

So I proonred the book and read as follows; 

“‘Teikga BAieiRAinA—^n’'n.sos. 

BAJitiuh’s BiynwrEii. 

Bartraia's Sandpiper, Tringa Bartianiia, Wil. Amor. Orn. 

JbfaKun Ba/iramius Boniip. Syn. 

Jbfiinuj BorJtawiKS Buriram T.itler, Sn. iS: Eich. Burtra- 
wifin Tatlar, Nut!. Man. 

Bartranilftn Sandpiper. SbUmus Barlramiits And. Orn, 
Biog.’ 

“After giving the specific character, ami a spii-ited 
uccouiit of the well-knowr. maimer of shooting tiiem 
from a wagon, which is not followed W'Uh any other 
bird, as you well know, he proceeds as i'ollows: 

“‘In Kassiu-hiisolts, Nliodo Island, Now Jci-sey, 
and on iho Shinnecock and ireinijsuad Fbins,LoRg 
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Idand, It is comoioa, w-bere It is kaown by tbe name 
of “sray,” “giaas,” “field,”or “upland” plover. It 
is very Trary, and difficult to be appvoacUcd. On tbe 
ground it has au erect and graceful gait. When 
alarmed it runs rapidly for a short distance before 
taking wing, uttering a whistling note as it rises; 
its flight is rapid, frequently going out of sight 
before alighting. It usually keeps on the open, dry 
grounds—feeding on gr.asshoppore, insects, and seeds. 
In the month of August it is generally in fine condi¬ 
tion, and highly prized as game. Wliou feeding, 
for gi cftter security, tliis species scatter about; the 
insttint tlic alarm is given, all move offi. Id tbe lat¬ 
ter part of August it migrates southward, aud, it is 
said, perfoi-ma the journey at night. Straders fi c- 
qumtly remain behind uutil late iu September.’ ” 

“ It 18 evident ho knew the bird,” replied one of 
the objectove; “bnt as he c-atls itbysLtor seven 
names—the English ones being both sand-piper and 
tatler—lie evidently did not know what it should 
be called.” 

“ lliat is the way with naturalists,” ivipUed auothcr; 
“ they each give a name to a species, but hi this case 
all agree that it is not a plover. ^Vliut is tbe name 
plover derived from ? ” 

“It oomca from the Preneh word 1‘luvier, rain- 
bird, because it generally flics doiiug a vain. Eut 
uaturnlists found distinctions more upon the shape 
of bill and claws tlian on the habits of .my speoies. 
Aecording to them, plovers proper have uo hind too, 
or, at most, only a knob in its place.” 
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“Do yon know what l?rank Forester saya on the 
suhject?” 

Feeling my rcputatiou rlang a little, I resumed: 
“He ooi^ises tVost-hu-d and grass-plover, quoting 
Andnbon as his authority; hut ho points out the 
distinctive poouliarity of tho plover.” 

“ If ho thinks a grass-plover and a frost-bird are 
alike, he knows very little of bis subject. Why, tho 
frost-bird stools adniimhly, while tJio plover never 
rtools at all.” 

“Not so &stl Frank Forestor was a splendid 
writer, and upon matters with which he was futnlliiir 
he woe tliorough. He has conferred an immeRso favor 
upon the American aporting world; but w'here ho 
had not personal experience—and no one caw know 
uvcrythuig—^he had to rely upon orijora. Ho has 
dono as much to correct and elevate sportsmanship 
in this country, to introduce a proper vocabulary, 
and to enforce obedience to gcittlomanly rules, as 
any man possibly could. As a body, we owe it to 
him that we are sportsmen, and not pot-hunters. 
Probably in some places the gra3S-j>tover is called a 
frost-bird.” 

“ I have more fmth in CHrand, and w'ould like to 
hear wh.at lie can tell us about the golden-plover, 
unless he says that is a sandpiper also.” 

“He begins with a description of the black-bellied 
plover, which is known to ns as bull-head, the oha- 
Ta<hi-us helveticus, and then describes the American 
golden-plover, or chwadrius pbeciaiia, and ubos 
these words: ‘ It is better known to our gimncra by 
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the name of firost-hird, bo called from being more 
plcntiftil dnving the eailyfixsls of nutumii, afc which 
son&'onitis generally in fine condition, and oxceed- 
ingly well flavored-’ Then follow the ring-i)lover, or 
ring-neck —charadrius annipalniatui, Wilson’s plo- 
wor; tlie piping-plover, or bcach-hkd —cJuiradnus 
melodiui/ and tlio kildoer ij\ov' 3 i-—chara(&-ius voci- 
fentSy thosn being all the varieties of Ameiican plo¬ 
ver,” 

Bill coaUl stand it no longer; but rising ns the 
book was closed, barst forth at once: 

“ Those writei-s arc queer fellows; they put the 
oddest, hardest, longest names to birds that ever I 
heard. Wlio would have thought of their calling 
.1 two-penny beach-bittl, a i-adish nicllow-douoo! 
What I Ihive to say is—we hayuion will never loam 
these new-fangled names.” 

“That is exactly the trouble,” I replied. “You 
baynien will, in diftereut sections of the country, 
call the same bird by various names, till no one can 
tell what you are talking about; and the man of 
science has to st<p in and dig up a tlur<l naroe, 
nstially some Latin affair, which nobody will accept. 
TIius it is that the older frost-biids, which, strange 
to say, invariably arrive before the youi^, are 
known as golden-plover, and their progeny as frost- 
birds.” 

“ Speaking of the seasons,” replied Bill, evasively, 
“have yon noticed that they arc changing every 
year ? The spring are later than they used to be. 
In old tames the English snipe arrived from the 
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soutJi early in Marclj J now tliey hardly come til! 
.Tune; so, the docks oome later and stay later. The 
springs are colder, and the autumns waimcr, than 
when I was young, and the hay-snipe appear In 
Soptomher instead of Angnst, as it once was.” 

“ As to the English snipe yon are undoubtedly 
eonect, hut tliis is duo prohahly to their increasing 
scarcityj .and although we have no spriug, and the 
summer e.’stends frequently into Septaenher, this ap¬ 
peal's to resnlt C'om the changes in climate effected 
bycleai-ingtho woods, jisthe forests are cut down, 
the cold winds of spring, and the huraiug suns of 
summer, produce a greater effect-, and each ia its 
turn lasts longer. Altogether, however, onv seasons 
BEftra to he moderating.” 

ikt this interesting point in oar discussion, aoino 
one discovered hy the aid of a telescope that a flock 
of willet h.ad settled ou the saud-hank among the 
stools. The annonneemeut was follow'cd hy a gene- 
mi sei:mre of weapons and rush for the blinds. Hy 
friend and niyself hastened to the little heat, used in 
floating quietly down upon dneks, and called a 
“ sneak ho.r,” luid emharkiug, glided silently to¬ 
wards our stand. The tide had left hare a long 
bank of sand, upon which was collected a glorious 
flock, or, mote pi-operlyspeaking, two flpeks united, 
ooe of marlin and the other of wfllct. 

All unconscionB of approaching danger, thepretty 
creatures were budly engj^ed, some in feeding, 
others in w'ashing—dipping under and throwing the 
water over their graoeful bodies—others in running 
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actively nboat, or jompingaip and taking diovfc fligkta 
to diy their ‘wicgg. A happy murmur raw through 
the flock, and so iwaooent and beautiful were they 
that we remomod watdiiog them in eileul admi¬ 
ration, iiRwilting to disturb the romance of the 
<Jiari!nng scene. Tlie ricli brown feithera of the 
irapo^Dg marliu formed an exquisite contrast to the 
white and black of the elegant willot, as the different 
species mixed unreservedly together. 

They did wot exhibit the slightest alarm when our 
boat, after wc had ceased rowing, was home towards 
them by the wiaci, and allow ed ns to approach till it 
grounded on the flat. Ifaving feasted our cy(» on 
the muguiCcent 8|>uctaele, w'c at Last gave the word 
to fire. At the report they rose wildly, and receiving 
the second Oiseliarge, made the best of their way to 
safer quarters. Both barrels of my friend’s gun 
missed fire, and we gathered only seven birds, as the 
flock, nlthongh wumbcritig at least seventy birds, 
was widely scattered and oflered a poor mark, 

Uo sooner were we again enscotieed in our blind, 
than the exhilarating sport of the morning was 
renewed—sport such as only those wholmve tried it 
can appreciate—sjKHt that makes the heart beat and 
ibo nerves tingle—spoit that overwetghs hnmanity 
and compels the remorseless slaughter of these beau¬ 
tiful birds. Flock after flock, seen atgreatdistance, 
and watched in their approach through eliangiug 
hopes and fears, or darting unexpectedly fioni over 
our heads and first uotioed when rushing with ex¬ 
tended wings down to our stools, presented their 
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croT7<lod ranks to our deKghted gaze. From the 
v«7 doiids, would come tie shrill whistle of the 
yelper, or from the horizon, the long sliricfe of the 
wilJet, or nearer at hand would he heard the plab- 
tive note of the gentle dowiteber; they appeared 
Gom all <iuwter8, sailing low along the water or 
pitching directly down from out the sky. 

Towus ds evoniug the Bight diminished, and when 
the horn aiinonnced that auiipcr was lejidy, the dif¬ 
ferent pm-tios met once more at the house to compare 
notes and relate adventures. All had met with 
c?ccel]ent success, hut oar stand carried oB' the palm. 

“Bill,” commenced some nnba^jpy person, after 
we had left the close, hot dining-room, “why do you 
not enlaige yonr house ?” 

“Bill is tvaiting for another wreck,” was the 
volunteer response; “ the whole coast iafeO, clothed, 
and sheltered by the wiecks. The house is built 
ironi tlic remnaots of nnfortartaie ships, as you per¬ 
ceive by the name-boaids of the Arion, Pilgrim, 
Samuel Willets, J.Uarthom, and Johanna, that form 
so conspicuons a part of the front under the porch. 
When a vessel is driven ashore, and the crew and 
passengers who arc not ^olte dead arc disposed of 
by the aid of a stone in the corner of a handkerchief, 
which makes an nnsuspidons bruise, the prize is 
fought for by the natives, and not only the cargo, 
but the very ribs and planks of the vessel appro¬ 
priated,” 

“STow that’s not lair,”replied BiU, arousedj “no 
man, except my fatfaer-inJaw, bi^ done more to save 
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dro'niuDg men than I hare. I tell you it’s an awful 
to see tho poor creatures clinging to the rig¬ 
ging null howipi'it, to sec them crashed off before 
your cyttj, Bomeliuiea close to you, without your 
being able to help them, and their dead bodies 
thrown up by tho waves on the sand. You don't 
feel like steahng oi* romdir at such tiroes; and 
besides, I never knew a dead muu come ashoi-c that 
had uoytlung in his pookots■” 

A peal of laughter greeted this naive l enuu-k, toge¬ 
ther with the ready response; “Bill, you were too 
late; some Bavnegat pirate had been before you.” 

“ No, the Bam^at pirates are kinder than the 
Government.. Wc do our best to save the poor 
fellows, but the Govonmaout puts men in chaigc 
of their station-houses that kno\v nothing about 
thoir business. My father-io-law was tho first man 
that threw a line with tho cannon over a ship, .and 
lie was presented with a medal by the Ilntaane 
Society. lie never was paid a dollar for taking 
charge of the station, the Ufe-hoat^ and tho caanon. 
Since he died I kept it for five years, and was paid 
two years; now men are selected for their polities. 
One Kves back on the main land two miles from his 
station-house, another never fired a gun, and a third 
never rowed a boat. The last got a crew of us togc- 
thei- once to go out to a ship in the life-boat and 
undertook to rteei-, but we told him not oue of ua 
would go unless he stayed on shore. It is a dan¬ 
gerous thing to have a green hand at the helm, or 
even at an oar, in times like that.” 
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“ How far can you leacli a ship with the cannon ?” 
wo inqaii'od. 

“ The iine, you know, is iasteDcd to Iho hall with a 
short wire, so that it won’t burn and is coiled up 
Ihsdde the gun, end of course it keeps tho hall back, 
and then people forget wo always have to fire against 
the wind, as vessels are never wrecked with the wind 
off shore; so although the gnns are exj>ected to 
carry five hundred yards, tlioy will not carry moro 
than one huodied and eighty. That is enough, 
though, if they only have the right sort of men to 
manage them; hut how is alandsman to tell whether 
he must use the oannou or is safe in going oft* iu the 
boat ? In one casc, while the station-master was try¬ 
ing to drag his cannon down to a ship, a party of im 
took a eomraon boat and landed her ci-ow nud pas¬ 
sengers before he arrived. I don’t oaro about 
the pay, for I kept it three ycara without; but I 
hflto to see lives sacrificed for politics. Would 
yon like to sec the medal they gave to the old 
man ?” 

Wo rc.^nded in the affirmative; and he soon pro¬ 
duced a i^ver medal, with an insciiptlon on one side 
iceording tho cirenmstanees, and on the other an 
embossed picture of a ship in distress, a oaunou fi-onr 
which the hall and rope Attached had been dis¬ 
charged and wore viable in mid air, several men 
landing around tho gun, and a life-boat climbing 
the seas. 

“But, Bin, tell us about tho Bamcgat pirates 
ieadingr alaine horse with a lantern tied to his neck 

9 
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over the sand liiUs ia imitntioa of a ship’s light, and 
thus iavcigling vessels. ashore.” 

“ I ca» only say I hare never heard of it. As 
quick as .a vessel comes ashore, the msnr-auw agent 
is telegraphed for, and be takes charge of everything. 
Why, we even huy the wrecks uod pay well for 
them, too. Now and then something is washed up 
like that coal in front of the bouse, but it is not 
often.” 

“ What do you moan by the stations ?” 

“They are lioiisos built by the Govemmeut and 
placed at r<^;u]ai* distances along the beach. TIjs 
gun, and rope, aud life-boat, and lile-car, and all 
other things tluit are needed in case of shipwreclc, 
are kept in them. Then there U a stove and coal 
ready to loake a tire, for if a poor wretch got ashore 
ill mid-winter ho would soon freeze if be couldn’t got 
to a fire. And if tlie man who hsis charge, of the 
station lives two miles off across a bay that he can’t 
cross in a bad storm, wbat can the poorhal&drowiied 
fellows do, if they are too much benumbed to break 
open tlie door? Td stave it in for them pretty quick 
if I was there, law or no law.” 

“ It is a shamo that a matter hfce tliat should not 
be free from politics.” 

“ So it was once,” Bill wont on fluently; for on 
ibis subject be felt that his femily Lad a right to bo 
eloquent; “ at one time some department had it iu 
charge that never wonld either appoint or remove a 
man on political account; bnt that is all chaeged 
now, and the men are exuectedto go out with every 
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aflministi-atioD, aiid sliipm-ccked passengers die 
•whUe political favorites draw tie two liiuidred dol¬ 
lars a year pay for lie station-master.” 

“Now, Bill, stop your talk alwot the public 
wrongs, and tell us something more interesting. 
Ilavo you over heard one of Bill’s ghost stories ?” 
This inquiry was addressed to the public. 

Bill’s face lengthened; ho sat silenliy nursing his 
log and anoklug his brienrood pipe, while a shadow 
seemed to settle on his countenance. “ Come, Bill,” 
we responded, “ let’s have tlio story.” 

Bill answered not, and the shadow deepened, and 
the smoke was puffed in heavier masses from his 
Ups. 

“ Bill is afrsuil 5 ho don’t liko ghosts, and don’t 
dare to talk of them.” 

“ I am not easily skeeved,” he answered fit last; 
“ but if you had seen n hat I have on this sliore, you 
wonld not talk so easy about it ’Ligc, do you re¬ 
member the time we saw that ship t Thex'ehad been 
a henry storm, and when wo got up next day early, 
there lay a ressel on the bea<i; she must have been 
most everlastingly a harpin’ it.” 

“What is that?” was asked •wondevingly, on the 
ntterance of this peculiar expression. 

“Why, she hail come dear in over tho bar, and 
must hare been going some to do that; for there 
she Jay, bow on, with her bowsprit sticking way up 
ashore, just below ibe station yonder. Her masts 
wore standing, and we dappod on our clothes and 
started for tlie beach. The wind was blowiii’ hard. 
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and the sand and drizzle driving in our as we 
w^ked ovei', and we kept onr heads down most of 
the time. When we got to the sand-hills we looked 
«p, mid tbo ship was gone. I thought that likely 
enough, for she must have hrokeu up and gone to 
pieces soon in that surf, eo wo Iiorried along us fast 
as we conld; mid sure enough, when wo rounded 
the point, the little cove in which she lay was full of 
tmei. ’Lige was there, and be saw it as iilaiii as I 
did. The water was fall of drift-boxes, barrels, 
planks, and all sorts of things, pitching and rolling 
nhontj and some of them had been oaianed up onto 
the sand and were strewed about in all direoiions. 

“It was early, and the day was misty, hat wo 
conld soepliUQ enough, tuid wc saw all that stuff 
knocking about ns plain as 1 see you uow. There 
was a big timber in my way—a sUck—^wcll, thirty 
feet long and two feet or two and a half square, so 
that I had lo raise jny foot high to clear it; I step¬ 
ped one leg over, and drew the other .along to feel 
it, but it didn’t touch anything; then I stopped and 
looked down—^thcrc was no timber there; I looked 
hack towards the sea—tlic drift had dieuppoared, the 
barrels oud boxes and trhek of onu sort or another 
was gone. There was nothing on shore nor in the 
water. Kow you may laugli, but ’Lige knouw 
whether what I’vo told yon is true.” 

“ Bill, that is a pretty good story, but it is not the 
ono 1 meant,” persisted the individual who had com¬ 
menced the attack. 

“ Wdl, another time, Zqih aud I wei-e at work 
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getting the copper bolts ont of au old wreck, wbcii 
wo happened to look up and saw two carriages 
coming along, np the beacb. I spoke to Zeph about 
it, but aa they came along slowly, we' went on with 
ouv work, and when we looked np again there was 
only one. That came on dosor and cl<»er till I 
could tell the horses; they were two bays of squire 
Jones’down at tl»6 inlet; they drove right on to* 
wards us till they wore so near that T did not like 
to storo the people in the face, and looked down 
agjun to my work. There wore two ineu, and I saw 
them so plain that I should know ’em anywhere. 
Well, I raised my head a second after, and they 
were gone 5 and there never had been any wagon, 
for Zeph and I hnnted all over the beach to find the 
tracks in the sand.” 

“I guess that was another misty day, and you 
hadn’t had yonr cyc-opeuer,” was the appreebtivo 
response. 

“ No, it was three o’clock in the day, and bright 
sundiloe; bnt at that time, as iieur as can bo, Tommy 
Smith was drowned down at the iiilot, and tho very 
next day at tlio very same hour, tho ’Squire’s wagon 
did come np tho beach, with the same two 
men driviug, and the body in a box in tho back 
part.” 

“ Now, Bill,” condaned the persistent individual, 
“this is all very well, but it isnot the story. Come, 
out with it; you know what I mean.” 

Bill fell silent, again looking off into the diatanoe 
as though he saw something that others could not 
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Bcsj he polled away nervously on his pipe, which 
had gone out, hut answered not 

“ Bill’s afraidwas the tantaliring suggestion. 

“There’s Sam,” said BUI suddenly; “ he’s uot afeard 
of man or devil; ast hint what he saw.” 

The person referred to was a large, broad-shoul» 
dcred, pleosant-ihced man, with a clear blue eye that 
looked ns thoitgh it would not <iuail easily, and he 
re^oiided at once: 

«I never saw anything; hut one night when I was 
coming by the cove where the J'olianna was cast 
away, and whore three hnndred bodies were picked 
np and huriecl, I heard a loud sei'eani. It sounded 
like a woman’s voice, nud was repeated tiirce or 
four times; but I couldn’t find anything, allhotigh I 
spent an hour bunting among the sand-hills, and it 
was bright moonlight. It may havo been some sort 
of animal, but I don’t know exactly what.” 

“ Bill’s adventure happened in the tamo neighbor¬ 
hood, so let’s Ijave it,” oontinued tho persistent 
man. 

“ As Sam says,” commenced BUI, at last, “ the 
Johanna went ashore one awful novlh-oaater in. winter 
abont six miles .above h(ax>, near Old Jockey’s tavern; 
she broke up before we could do anything for her, 
and three htmdrcd men, women, and children—^for 
she wai5 an emigrant ship—were wiishcd ashore dur¬ 
ing the following Aveck; most of them had been 
dviited hy the set of tho tide into the cove, and they 
were buried there; so you see it ain’t anico place of 
a dark night 
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“I was (Iriviog down the boiieL about ayearafti-r 
b1i© was lout, -wilb my old jaggcr wagon, and a hwu y 
load on of groceries and stona of one kind orothnv. 
It was about one o’clock at iiiglit, mighty cold, Imt 
bright moonlight; and I was corouig along by the 
comer of tho fonoc, yon know, jnst above Jackey’s, 
when the mare slopped short. STow, she was jtist 
tho best beast to drive you ever saw. I could drive 
lierinto tho bay or right over into the oc(,*aii, and 
she was never ^oerod at anytUlng. But tiiis time, 
she oome right Iwielc in the shafts and began to trem¬ 
ble all over; I gave her a touch of tlio whip, and rfio 
was just as full of spirit as a horse need be, but slio 
only reared up and snorted and trembled woi’so than 
ever. So I knew something must be wrong, and 
looked ahead pretty sharp; and there, sure tnougli, 
right across the road, lay a man. Jackey was a little 
too fond ofrnin at that time, .and I made xip my 
mind he had got dnmlc and tiunblad down on hh 
way home; it w.ns cold, and I didn’t want to get 
out of the wagon where I was nicely luebed in, and 
thought I would drive round out of the i-oad and 
wake him up with my whip as I passed. I tried to 
pul! the mare off to one side to go by, hut she only 
reared and snorted and trembled, so that I was 
afraid she would fall. She had a tender monfli, but 
altlioagh I pulled my best I eonld not budge her; 
at last, getting mad, I laid the gad over liov just as 
h.arcl as I could draw it. Instead of obeying the 
rein, howcvei’, she plunged straight on, made a tre¬ 
mendous leap overthe body, and dragged the wagou 
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after her. I pulled her in all I knew how, and no 
mistake; but it wasuo use, and I felt the front 'wheels 
strike, Uft, and go over him, and then the hind 
Tvheels, but I oonldnH stop her. That was a heavy 
load, aud enough to cnisb any one, and as soon as I 
could ftitcb the mare down—for she had started to 
roQ—I jumped out quick enough then, you may bet 
your life. 1 tied her up to the fence, although she 
was still so uneasy I daresen’t hardly leave her, and 
liamed back to see if I could do any titiug for Jackey. 
"Would you believe it, there was nothing there! I 
tell yon I folt the wagon go over him, and what’s 
more, Hooked down as 1 passed and saw his clothes 
and his hair stra^liug out overtliesnow,forhehad 
no hat on ; though I noticed at the time that I didn’t 
see any flesh, but supposed his face was turned from 
mo. There was no rise in the ground and not a 
elond in the sky; the moon was nearly full, and there 
wasn’t any man, and, never bad been auy mau there; 
but 'whatever there was, the mare saw it as plaiir as 
I did.” 

“Now lot’s tom in,” said a sleepy iDdi%ddnal, who 
had ftrst been nodding over Bill’s statement of pub¬ 
lic wrongs, and lad taken several short naps in the 
coarse of his ghost story; “ and as there was some¬ 
thing smd yesterday about a smoke driving away 
inosqnUoeH, for heaven’s sake let’s make a h^ one; 
the infernal pests kept me awake all last night.” 

This was excellent advice, and not only •was an 
entire newspaper consumed in out common sleephig 
apartment, hut a quantity of powder was squibhed 
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tili tho placo smelt like the anlecbamber of Tar- 
taras. Tho moaquitoGS wore expelled or silonood at 
Uie cost of a slight suffocation to ourselves, hut iva 
gained sevcrnl hoin-s sleep till the smoke escaped and 
allowed the villaina to return to their prey. 

Ono sporting day r-esembles aaothev in its essen¬ 
tial features, although not often so entirely as with 
the Englishman, who, liavhig devoted his life lo 
woodcock shooting, and heiag called upon to relate 
his experiences, i-epliod Utat bo had shot woodcock 
for forty yenia, hut iiovor noticed anything worth ro- 
cordiiig. Our next clay, however, was enlivened hy 
sport of no onoxpected kind. Wehnd heard there 
was some dispute about the ownership of the stands; 
in fact, that the one occupied hy my friend and my¬ 
self holonged to the Ortleys, a family represented 
as decidedly uninviting j while both Bill and the 
Ortleya claimed that, where another party was 
located. 

In the disputed stand were Bill, a If aw Yorkgen- 
tlemau, wlio, as events proved, seemed to bo soma- 
thing of au athlete, nnd.% sedate, uiiimpasaionohle Jor- 
eey lawyer of considevahlo eminence. Elijah was 
with ua, M'lliii two villanous, red-haired, frcoTtlo- 
Bkinned objects presented themselves, and, after 
some proliininary remarks and a refusal on their 
part of a fi'ieudly glass, which is a clesperato sign in 
a Jerseyinan, mildly suggested that they ivould like 
ft little reuiuaeration for the uso of the stand. As 
their suggestion was moderate, reasoiiahlo, and just, 
and they undoubtedly owned the loud, we complied, 
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and belield them proceed, to Elijali’ii great delight, 
for the same pniposetoirards the other st-and. Elijah 
prophetically annoonced they would probably get 
more than they demanijd. 

The other staod was distant about a hundred 
yards, in full view, and we perceived at once that a 
oominotiou was caused by the unexpected arrival. 
The athletic man was shortly seen outside the blind, 
fiio^ng his arms wildly about iu front of tlie two 
Onlcy brothers, and, as wo were afterwurds iafotnt- 
cd, offering to fight either orbothof them. Matters 
then seemed to progress more favorably, till sud¬ 
denly Bill and the younger Ortlcy cmorgocl, locked 
in un unfriendly embmeo, and oomincncecl dragging 
each other lonnd tho sand-bank, while the demon¬ 
strative sportsman was seoii dancing actlvelyinfi'Oiit 
of the other Ortlcy, and preventing his interfurenoo. 

Of course wo dropped our guns and hastened 
across the shallow, iutcrv’ciibig water, having just 
time to perceive that Bill had thiown his adversary 
.'indremaiued on top. The firet words wo heard were; 
“Take him olT! Oh, my God! take Idm ofil 
Enoogb, eiiongli, take him o£^” from tho one on the 
ground, whose eye —^tlie only vulnemble part to un- 
instructed anger—Bill was busily endeavoriug to 
gouge out, while the other shouted frantically: 
“ He k killing iny brother 5 let me got to 1dm; he is 
gouging his eye out. Ho will kill him, he will kill 
him.” 

“ dfever miml,” answered the athletic man, swing¬ 
ing his aims oraiuonsly, and dexterously itite) |K>ring 



THE JEUSEY COJIST. 


2i0 


between the victim and his brother, whenevei' the 
iattor attempted to dodge past him. “Let lihn be 
i'llod, it would serve him right; ho caino over here 
for a tight, and he shall have enough of it if both of 
his eyes are gonged out.” 

Elijah anived in time to proTont the lattei' cata¬ 
strophe, and hoiiig of a ^maccable and humane dispo¬ 
sition, pulled off liis bixitlier before anything more 
serions tium a little scratching had occurred. In 
fact, them is no position in wiiieh ignorance renders 
a person more pitiably inefficient, than in fighting; 
and, while a skilful man could have hilled his oppo¬ 
nent dnring the time Bill had enjoyed, the latter had 
really ©fleeted nothing worth inondoning. The ugly 
wretch was awfnily fi-ightcned, however; his fhee 
Ixnng ghostly i)ale, streaked with bloody rod, and he 
commenced whining at once: 

“ I am nothing but a boy, only tweuty-two last 
spring, and he’s .a man grown.” 

“Yon know boys have to bo whipped to keep 
them in order,” was the oonaolatory response; for 
we naturally look part with oiu* landlord. 

“ Geutlemeu, jast- look at me.” 

“ Don’t come so close, you’re covered with blood; 
keep back, keep back.” 

“ But look .u mo; he’s bigger than I am, and I am 
only a boy.” 

“ Then you shonldn’t strike a man.” 

“ Oh! gentlemen, I ^dn’t strike him first, indeed 
I didn’t; he struck mo when I wasn’t thinkingin¬ 
deed he did.” 
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“Yes,” broke in his brother, who waa jiist re¬ 
covering from the spell first put upon him by our 
athlete’s oontmual offers to aocommodate him in 
any way he wi^ed. “ Yes, it will be a dear Wow 
for you; J saw yon strike him.” 

“ No,” sudthe lawyer, advancing for the first time 
from behind the blind where be had been anurnnoved 
and impartial umpire of the fray, “ you should not 
say that; your brother ocrtainly struck first; I saw 
him distinctly.” His manner was solemn, and con- 
vinoing, and condoslTo, taken in connexion with 
his perfect equanimity during the affair; hut, of 
course, he was met by contradiction and protests- 
tioji from the two brothers. Tliis dispute would 
have been endless, but at that moment a fine flock 
of willets was descried advancing towaids the 
stools. 

“Down, down,” every oue shouted, and, true to 
tJie baym.'in’s instinct, frieud and foe crowded down 
on the sand together, waiting breathlessly the arri¬ 
val of the birds. Tlie latter came up bandeoincly, 
were received with four barrels, and left several of 
tbeir nnmber as keepsakes or peace-offerings; for, 
of course, anger was dissipated, and the defeated 
enemy retired amid a few meny suggestions, and 
the excellent advice that they had better not repeat 
tbdr joke. 

Such squabbles—^fou it can be called nothing 
graver—lower one’s opinion of humau kind, and it 
makes one ashamed to think that two men mav hug 
and pull one another abont, and roll on the saml for 
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fifteen minutes, the best wiJl in tie woiid to 
do each other all ftie damage possible, and only in* 
fliot, in the feebleness of unedncated Immunity, afcw 
laiserable scratches. Any of the lower aulmala 
would, iu that time, have left serious marks of its 
anger; hut tie pitiful results of these human efforts 
were, that Bill's heard was pnlled and Ortley’s face 
scratched. It makes one hinsh to think be is a 
xnau. 

As onr party returned to the blind we had left, 
Elijah spoke, softly ruminaUng aloud: 

“Wdl, it only costs thirty-five dollars anyhow, 
aud it was worth that.” 

Our humiuie, peaceable friend, it ecente, bad been 
east in a similar case, and had to pay six cents 
damages and thirty-five dollara costs of court. 
There is probably nothing that has so soothing aud 
pacifying an inflnence on the ITcw Jersey mind as 
costs of court. Tl»o words alone act like a charm upon 
.a Jerseyraan in the acme of ficnay, and are as effec¬ 
tive as a policeman in uuiform. If a man commits 
assault and battery, he is fined six cents danLagca 
and costs of court; if he is guilty of trespass it is 
the saino; if he kisses his nmghboi’s wife against 
her will, if he slanders a ftiend’s character, it is 
always six cents damages and costs of court; and 
Jei'seymen ■will probably expect in the nest world 
to get off with tix cents diOm^ea and costs of court. 

The shooting was excellent during the ■whole day, 
and evening found us eoUeoted in.the bar-rootn, ■well 
satisfied and partionlarly jocose over the amusing 



25-i Trrs jeesey coast. 

pugilistic ouoouuter we hail iv-itiies!se<1. It lent point 
to many a good hit at Bill’s expense; oven his wife, 
who is a fine, reaoluto-lQokiiig wommi, saying that 
if ehu had. siiea it sooner, she would have taken a 
broornstiok and flogged them both. The geueial 
impression was, she could have made hei- woi-ds 
good. 

The pleasure of iiidulging in fiin at theoiponse of 
a felloW'Cvoatura Is very great, and Bill’s adventure 
was certainly fair gome. When our wit was ex¬ 
hausted, and tho ©raving for (.obat'co mollified by tho 
steady UBO of our pipes, oiu- thoughts and voices 
turned to our nevcr-weaiying passion, and one of 
tbo party counocuccd: 

“I have shot a nnmbav of the birds yon call 
kriekere, they are a fitt bird, but do not seem to 
stool. I have never, before shot them, except ooca- 
sioufdly on tho moadosvs.” 

“ They don’t stool,” said Bill, “ and only utter & 
kricking kind of cry; hut in October they corae 
here very thick, and wo walk them np over tho 
incaclowB. Why, you can shoot a hundred a day.” 

“A most crcellunt bird they are, too—fat and 
delicate. They lu-e the latest of tbo bay-wiipe in re¬ 
turning from the summev breeding-places; and as 
they rise suid fly from you, they afford extremely 
pretty shoolitig. They are sometimes called short- 
neck, and arc, in a g.utronomic point of view, the 
beet bay-snipe that is put upon the table.” 

“ Wo ott1l the bay-birds usually snipe,” said the 
fli-st Bjoeaker; “ but I have been told they are not 
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Ejnpe iit all. Kefur to Giraod a«ain and ^ve us tht. 
tmtli.” 

Tilts foil, of course, to my rfiare, and I com- 
nienccd as follows: 

“ I rend you yesterday about the plovers, and im¬ 
mediately oftex'lhcm we find aiintjcouiit oftbetunt- 
stono, strq}sila 3 ii}f(Tj>rea, wliieli is iiiiUiing else than 
otir bcantifnl brant-Mrd or lioi-sc-foot sin|)e, ns it is 
called ftrlber soiitli, becatiso it feeds on the spawn 
of tlic boj-sn-foot. This pretty Imt nnfortunate bird 
belongs to no genus wbabcvti-, and liaa been to tlic 
omitholo^sts a source of grwit tribulation. They 
have Bometimes considered it a sandpi[>er and 
sometimes not, so yon may probably call it xvbafc 
yon please 5 and as brant-bird is a rhytbtnicalnanie, 
it will answer as well ns stre^silas inkfjms ; if you 
have not ft fluent tcingne, perhaps soniowbafc bettor. 
Of the snipes, or s<.‘Dlopitdder, the only true repro- 
seiilfttiTC is the dowiteher, sfofojmx nocibom- 
censia. 

“Hold on,” shouted Bill; ‘'say that last wonl 
over again.” 

“ JVbreJora«ns/s.” 

“TJiat is only the Lilf of it; lot’s luivc the 
whole.” 

“ &C’h}xix }iovd>0raccrisisJ* 

“Scoly packs never Irorrow a eensaii^: that is .a 
good sized name for a little dowitdi, and beats the 
radish altogether. Go ahead, we'll learn souiething 
before xve get tbrougli.” 

“ Why, that is only Latin for Xew York 5ni[)e.” 
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“ Oij pshaw I ” responded Bill, in intense dis 
gust, “I thought it mrant a whole hookfal of 
things.” 

“ The sandpipers, however, come undei- the family 
of snipes, and arc called iringm. Among theso are 
enumerated tho rohin-stiipe and the grass-plover, as 
I told you b^ore, tho hlack-hrcast, tho kiieker, or 
ehoit-ncck, and S6ver.al scarcer varieties. The yelj)- 
ers and yellow-legs, tho tiny teeter, and the willet 
are tattlers, genus totafvus, while the raarlla is the 
godwit fMnosu. Tho siekle-hiils, jacks, and fates are 
curlews, genus numeniua.” 

“ And non- that you have got through,” grumbled 
Bill ogaou, “ can you whistle a snipe any bettor or 
shoot him any easier ? Do you know why lie stools 
welt in a sonth-westerly wind, why one stools bettor 
than another, or why any of fheca stool at all ? Do 
yon know' why he flies after a storm, or why some 
go ill flocks and others don’t, or why there is usually 
a flight on the fifteenth and twenty-fifth of August f 
When books tell us these thiiiga, I shall think more 
of the writers.” 

“These matters arc not easy to find out; even 
you gunners, who have been on tho bay all your 
lives, where your fetliets lived before you, do not 
know. But now tell us what other sport vou have 
here.” 

“ On tho mainland there are a good many Eng¬ 
lish snipe in spring, while in the Ml we <avtch blue- 
fish and shoot ducks. The black ducks and teal 
will soon be along; bnt ever since the inlet was 
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dosed, the canvas-bticks and red-beads have been 
scarce.” 

“ What do yon mean by the inlet’s closing ?” 

“ There used to be several inlets across tbe beach 
—one about ten miles below—aad tbeu we lud 
splendid oysters and ducks plenty. There came u 
tremendous storm one winter that washed up the 
sand and closed the inlet, and so it lias reuuiuied 
over smee.” 

“ Oan’t they be dredged oat ?” 

“The people would pay a fortune to any man 
who did that, if be ooold keep it open. In the fall, 
wo go after ducks twenty miles when we wau* any 
great shooting; but wo kill a good many round 
hero.” 

“ How do you catch the bluc-tish that you spoke 
off” 

“They cliase the bony-fish along tho shore, and 
when they cmne doss in, you can stand on the 
beach, and throw the squid right among ihoni. I 
took foxtocn huudi-od pounds in half a day.” 

“ Phew I” was the universal choms. 

“ ’LIge was there, and he knows whether that is 
trao. Hicy averaged Jiftcen pounds apiece. On 
those occasions, the only qoestion is wliother you 
know how to land them, aud can do it quick 
enough.” 

“ Your liands most have been ent to pieces.” 

“Not at all; you’ll never cut your bands if yon 
don’t let the line slip.” 

“ Did you run up ashore with them ? ” 
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“ No, I had uo time for that; I landed them, hand 
over hand.” 

“Well, after that story it’s time we went to bed; 
so good-night.” 

Daring that night tlie mosquitoes, bad as they 
had been, were more terrible tliau at any time pre¬ 
vious. Favored by the late frequent rains, they 
had become more numerous than had ever been 
hooum on tbe beach; and being consequently com¬ 
pelled to subdivide to an unusual degm the ordi¬ 
narily smuU supply of food, they were savagely 
hungiy. Sleep was out of the question, and after 
trying all sorts of devioes fL*om gunpowder to mos¬ 
quito-nets, the party wandered out of doora, and, 
scattering in search of a place of reti'eat, afforded an 
excellent repivsentation of unhappy ghosts ca the 
banks of the Styx. The shore, near tbesur^ and tbe 
bathing-houses h-ad heretofore been tolembly secure 
resorts, but, on this unprecedented niglit, a special 
meeting of mosquitoes suemod to have been called in 
that neighborhood. 

Those that tried the ground, and covered them¬ 
selves carefoUy from, head to foot, found that the 
enterprising long-logs disr^arded the customary 
habits of tljrii’ race, aud consented to crawl down 
tbeir sleeves, up tbrir pouts, or through the folds of 
tbe blanket. The saud-fleas also were numcroius 
and lively, bomuUug about io au unpleasantly active 
way; and where there wore ndthcr mosquitoes nor 
saod-dens, the nervous sufferer imagined every grain 
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of stray sand that aUlcd jnthTongh his clothes to to 
Boma malignaut', Wood-sncting, insect. 

Ons great advantage, however, followed from this 
discomfort—that we were op betimes next inorniiig 
and ready for sport that soou proved equal to any 
we had cxpericDcod. In fvst, so steady and well 
sustained a flight of large birds tvas extremely rare; 
botbre our arrival the shooting had been good, and 
since excellent. There wa? a repetition to a great 
extent of the day previous, in raauy particulars of 
flight, uumbei', and character of bircU; ia infinite 
modification of circumstance, there was nn iacessant 
variety of bcwilderlog sport. 

No two birds ever approach the sportsman’s stand 
in precisely the same way, and there is one round of 
delidonsly torturing uncertainty; the flock we are 
most certain of may turn oS, tbu one that li.os passed 
and been given up, may return; the bird that has 
been carefully covered muy escape, another that 
seems a hopeless chance may fall: it ia these miuute 
diiferences, and this continnnl vni'iety, that lend the 
principal charm to the sportsman’s lifc. 

At midday came again the congregation at the 
house, the discussion over sporting topics, the joke 
or story, and the comparison of luok. Thus passed' 
the d.ays, alike, yet different, affording nndimiiiislied 
pleasure, ercitement, and instractica), witir sport 
admirably adapted to tho hot weaflicr, when the 
cool, shady swamps are desei'ted by tho woodcock. 
The English snipe havo not yet- arrived upon the 
meadows, and the fall footing is still in prospective; 
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tlie labor is easy, tho body c»u be kept cool by 
■wading for dead birds, and to tboae who arc, at tbe 
bost, not vigoioiis, bsy-snipe shooting is a delightib] 
resource. 

Never did mortals pass a pleasanter -wci^ than 
that wcok at the bcaoL, and it is impossiblo to chro¬ 
nicle all the good shots, to repeat all the amusing 
stories or merry jokes, or to record all the valuable 
insti-uotioE 5 and to obtain an inkling evem, the reader 
had better make a firm rosolvo that next Angust will 
not puss over his head without his devoting at least 
one week to bny-soipe shooting. When at last tbe 
time oamc to pni-t, and the bt^g.nge was packed, and 
tbe gnus rolnotnntly bestowed in Ibeii oaeos, webade 
o(ir fiiTewoll with siDOOvo regret, praying that often 
thereafter might we bavo snoh sport, and meet sack 
companionsbip. 

leiR a long journey to the bcaob, but itisalonger 
one back agiuu; noLighhopcsbnoyapthetravcUer, 
regrots accompany Intn instead—no anticipation of 
grand sport, but the gloomy cfatainty that it is over 
for tbe year; nod although tim conveysnoa to the 
beach is irregular, there is abaolntely none away 
ftora it. It is true there are sevei'nl different routes 
to and irom it, bnt sdl by private conveyance, and, 
Tendered by the mosquitoes nearly impracticable. 

BUT liarucsaed his ponies—for, wonrlei'ful tOBay,a 
few horses and cattie manage to Kve on the bench 
and sustain, cxistcuco in spite of the mosquitoes—and 
wo stowed ourselves and onr luggage in bis well 
worn wagou. The road lay over the barren beach, 
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eep and Ixeavy with sand, and hardly distingnibhablo 
after a heavy rain; the oae-story shanty, tliat had ■ 
been our resting-place, soon feded from view, and 
wo had nothing in prospect but the dreary journey 
home. 

Atthoheadoftheboach \re encountered abathing- 
party, and were sorely tempted to join the rollkhing 
girls in afrolic among the breakers; but, byeierdug 
gi'eat Eeif-dcnial, and shutting ont eyes to their attrac¬ 
tions, much to my couipauion's disgust, we kept on 
oar course. We dined at the tavern on the road, 
and having bade fercwell to Bill, and engaged ano¬ 
ther team, we reached Orah Town by dusk. 

How changed the village seemed to us! 'Where 
was the precious and benntifal freight that had paid 
ais sndi delicious toll? Our eyes peered up and 
down tiic road, and into the windows of tho scat¬ 
tered honscs; ont- eai-s listened sharply for the music 
of merry voices ajjd ringing laughter; our thoughts 
reverted to that crowded stage, which had so lately 
bovco tu thi-ongh the tillage. Tire road was vacant 
and desolate; all sound was hushed and still; gracc- 
ftrl forms, clad in yidding drapery, were nowherx' to 
be seen; the dnll lights in the avindows revealed 
nothing to onr earnest gaze. Onr lovely companions 
were invltihle, althongh we pursued our search per¬ 
sistently till late at night, when, woary and discon¬ 
solate, we m-awled up to hed in. a dismal hostelry 
kept by Hnntdngcr. Going sporting into Jersey is 
delightful, but returning is sad indeed. 
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]> licrwer uiM^ble. 

2, UppOT matidible. 

5, Porebwd. 

4. Loral spnco. 

{>. CSrovm of the liead. 

6. Hind part oC the bead. 

1. Scftpiil&rs—loa^; featheni 
from ahonlcea'S OTor aides 
ofback. 

8. Smaller Trisf coveit& 

5. Bend of the vfng 
XO. Larger viDf^eovorte. 


11. TerciaU, arising fboui 'Ae 

eecond bouo of tfis wing 
at the olbow-jolat. 

12. Socondarlee, from Uie bb* 

coud boQO of the wing. 

13. Primaries, Q;o(u the drat 

bone of the wing. 

14. Tibia, tlm thigh. 

15. TaisQS, the shank. 

IS. Upper Udl coreits. 

II. Lower (ail coverts. 

13. fbathers. 


The length of a bird is tDcasutod from the exiromit; of the 
bOl to the eud uf IQio longest kdl father; the leagth of the 
wing is maosured Qvn Ae bend to the tip of the longest ^niU. 
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BAT-BniDS. 

Ai.i'HOirGii a cnrsovy aoooiint of the various bay-Wrds, 
tbelr habits and peooliaritics, has beeu given iq a 
provioas eliapter, it seems desirable to odd a more 
oompiete, exhaustive, and spcdUc description. Tills 
is attempted in the following pages, and although 
the omithologioftl characteristics are taheii from 
GifCluiPs Jiinh of T/mg hland, which seems to 
have boon the resource of all ouv sporting \vritcrs, 
nothing else is derived from him; but the facts aro 
stated, either upon personal ktiowledgo, which iS 
genciolly the c-ase, or upon reliable information. 

As to the abandonee or scarcity of .any particu¬ 
lar species, the experience of sportsmen will differ 
according to the accident of dio^it, or the locality of 
their foTovite spoiting-ground ; and in relation to 
their shyness or gentleness, much depends upon the 
time of yo.ar and the condition of the weather. In 
nonscqncnce of the confusion of nomencLatiirc, it has 
been deemed odvisiblc to give the scientific descrip¬ 
tion of the common species, each oue being placed 
under its most appropriate name, and to collect 
together as many dci^ations as could bo found to 
have been applied to them respectively. Never¬ 
theless, many names wifi no doubt be omitted, and 
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there will be other Ihrds, and some qoite common 
vaiieties, that, aiooug bay-men, have no names what- 
ever. 

It is not intended to furnish a description of all 
tl>o species of diore-sniije that occasiooally are killed, 
but to supply such information as will enable the 
sportsman to distingviishthe or^nary variotics; and 
such facts us have not been fally stated, whi<i are 
more specially applicable to certain members of this 
gi-eat class, are grenped together under scpaiate 
beads. IS’otbing is cspocted to be added to the 
ornithological' learning of the world, and only such 
portions of that science are given as may be consi¬ 
dered desir.able for the ready use of the sportsinaii 
in the intelligent pursuit of bis pleasures. 

PiOTEES. 

<7eftW4 Chaixidrivi, ii«n. 

Generic dletinctiom. —^Bill short, strong, straight, 
about the length of the head, which is rather large 
and prominent in front; eyes large; body full; neck 
short and i-athcr thick j wings long; tah rounded and 
of moderate length j toes connected at the base j iiind 
toe wanting, or consisting of a small knob. 

BLACtr-BliBAST. 

BuB-BeaflcdPlover. Bcode-HeadedPlDTer. Bhck-BeEied 
Plover. 

ClMradriva BSvetKta, 11 ^. 

This bird is killed ^oug our bays indiscriinmately 
with the other snipe, although it does not stool as 
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well as the marlin or yellow-legs. It passes uoith 
eaily in 3fay, when it is often caUccI the Wnok-bel- 
licd plover, and regarded fiwn its plumage as a dis¬ 
tinct variety from tbo fell 'bb’d j it is then quite shy. 
Id, Angnst or Seplemlwr it roturns, being more plen¬ 
tiful in the latter month, and is often found in great 
numbers especially at Montnuk Point; and at that 
period the young, being quite fat, are regarded as 
doliuioos eating. It is ^eu greyer in appearance 
and not so strongly colored as when in full plumage. 
Before the main ftight arrives, scattering individuals 
are beard uttering their peculiar beautiful aud slu'ill 
cry, and are seen shyly approaching the stools, or 
dajfjng round not far off, and yet afraid to draw- 
close to them. Its head is large and round, gi-ving 
rise to the name of bull-bead, -w'bich is common on 
the coast of yew Jei'sey, allbougli in Now York it 
is gonei-ally known ns black-breast 
“ Speai^ C'/wmefer.—Bill stout, along (bo gap 
one inch and five-sixteenths; length of tarsi one inch 
and five-eighths. Adult male -with the hill black, 
strong, shorter than the Iicad; checks, loml space, 
thvdat, fore-neck, breast, with a large portion of tho 
abdomen black; hind part of the abdomen and flanks 
white; forehead, avith a broad hand passing down 
the sides of the neck and breast, white; crown, oc¬ 
ciput, and hind-neck gteydsh -white, spotted with 
dusky; upper parts bbickish-brown, the feathers 
broadly tipped with -white; eye encircled -withwliite; 
tail and upper tail-coverts -white, barred with black, 
the former tipped with white; lower tail-coverta 
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wliite, the outer feather spotted with black; pri- 
iiiuries and their coverts blackiah-brown, the latter 
margined with white; primary shafts about two- 
titirds from the base, white, tips bliwkisli-brown; 
part of the inner webs of tbo outer primaides white; 
both webs of the inuer piimarics parlLally white; 
eooondari^ white at the base, margined at the same; 
feet blaot; toes connected hy a membrane. Female 
smaller. Young with the upper plumage greyish- 
brown, tbo feathers spotted with wliite; throat, foi-c- 
neck, and upper part of the bi-east greyish-white, 
stroukeil with dusky; rest of the lower parts white. 
Length of adiiltmale eleven inches and three quar¬ 
ters, wiug seven and a half.*’—(Jirawef’s Jiwiit of 
Long Ysfcncf. 

Amurioan Golpeh P1.OTKR. 
iKrd, Gweabnek. 

{JAoradrius Piunolw, TPSls. 

This bird fomiehes great sport at MontaukPoint, 
when the fortunate sporisniau happens to arrive 
after a fierce north-easter early in September and 
during one of those wonderful flights tli.at occasiou- 
ally occur. They come readily to the decoys which 
are placed iu the open upland fields, and were once 
killed in great numbers on Hempstead pbins before 
erdtivation ejected them. A large number of de¬ 
coys should used, for they are not so easily seen 
.us when set in the water. After alighting, tbo gold¬ 
en plover mns with great activity in purauit of the 
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iRBocts, mostly gras8liopi>ei-6, on wbieh it feeds; aiid 
whcu killed it coostitntes a prime delicacy for the 
table, nod brings a high price in market. It posies 
to the noithwaid in the lattei- part of April, and re¬ 
turns in the early part of Sej^mber. Its general 
color on the back is greenish, and it has a distinct 
light stripe alongride of the eye. They often con¬ 
gregate in immense nnmbera, and I have certainly 
seen a thousand in a dock. 

"SpeeiJiB Character .—Bill rather slender; along 
the gap one inch and an eighth; tarsi one and nine- 
sixteenths. Adult with the bill black, much slighter 
than (7. Atfoeltcits/forehead, and aband over the eye, 
extending behind tbe eye, white; nppet parts, includ¬ 
ing the crown, brownish-black, the feathers marked 
with spots of golden yellow and dull white; quills 
and ccveits dark gfeyisli-brown; .secondaries paler 
—the inner in.argined with yellowish-white; tail 
fitnthersgreyish-brown, barrc<l with paler, thecontnil 
with dnll yellow; shafts of the wing quills white 
towards tbe end, which, with their bosci', are dark 
brown; lower parts brownish-black, thoi^h in gene¬ 
ral we ftnd them mottled with brown, dnll white, and 
black; lowertaibcoTerts white, the lateral marked 
with black; ibet blnisli-grey. Late in automn, the 
golden markings on the upper parts are not so dis¬ 
tinct, and tbe lower parts are greyiah-blne. Length, 
ten inoh&s and a half, wing sovenandono-eighth,”—• 
Glraucl. 
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Bbach-Bibd. 

Piping Plover. 

Oharx^iia UtaHedii, Wila. 

The beach-bird, as its name implies, prefers the 
beaches to the meadows, and fonows each retreating 
•wave of ocean enif k pursuit of its prey, escaping 
>vith amaang from the next swell. It U a 

pretty little bird, not often associating in flocks, and 
oil baav days coming wx*ll to the decoys, which 
should be placed near to tbe suif, while tbe spoi’ts- 
man oouoeols bimaelf by digging a hollow in the 
loose sand. Although these birds are small, they 
ore plump aud well flavored, and wbeu flying rapid¬ 
ly on a level with the flashing breakers, amid the 
noise and confosion of old ocean’s roar, are by no 
means easy to kill. They are present with us more 
or less all summer, tbeir diminutive size tending to 
protect them ftom destruction. 

“ Specific Charaeter. —shorter than the head 5 
at base orange color, towards the end black; fore- 
iiersk and cheeks pure white, bordered above with 
black; rest of the Lead ■very pale brown. Adult 
male with tbe bill short, orange at the base, anterior 
to the nostrils black; forehead white, with a band of 
black crossing directly above; upperpatt of the head, 
hind neck, back, seapnlars, and wing coverts, pale 
bi-own; rnmp ■white, the central feathers tinged with 
brown; tail Inown, wlute at base, tipped with the 
same; lateral ieathera pure white—^the next with a 
spot of blackisb-brown near the end; upper tail 
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coverts white; primaries brown; a large portion of 
the inner webs white; a spot of the same on the 
outer webs of the inner qnills; secondaries white, 
with a lar ge spot of brown towards the ends; lower 
surface of the wings white, a black band round the 
lower part of tbe neck, broadest on the sides wUei o 
it terminates; entire lower plumage white. Female 
rimibr, with the band on the neok brown. Length 
seven inches, wing fonr and a half”— Giraxtd. 

Oharadrius Votifervt, Wila 

A worthless bird, fornishing no sport, and poor 
eating. 

“ Spee^ Charra(Aer.—A band on the forehead i)a8e- 
iiig back to the eye; a line over the eye, upperpart 
of tlie neok all round, and a band on tbo lower pjirt 
of the fore-neck, white; above and below' the latter, 
a broad black band; rump and upper tail-coverta 
orange red. Adult with the bill black; at the bjuse 
abaud ofblaokisb-brown; cm the forehead a hand 
of white passing back to the eye; directly above a 
band of black; rest of the head bi-owu, with a 
bfuid of white l>ehindtbcoye; throat while; abroad 
band of tbe same color endrdiug the upper part of 
the neok; middle of the neck encircled with black, 
much broader on the fore-neck; below which, on 
the fore-neck, a band of while, followed by a band 
of black on the lower neck, tbe feathers of which are 
tipped with white, of which color are the breast, 
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abdomen, under taitcoverts, and sides, the latter 
faintly tinged with yellow; twl i-atber long, round¬ 
ed j the outer feathers white, barred with browniah- 
blaeh, tbar tips white, with a single spot of black- 
ish-browD on the outer web; the rest pale reddish- 
brown at the base, obaoging into brownish-black 
towards the ends, which are white; some of the in¬ 
ner fealbera tipped with yellowish-brown; the mid¬ 
dle feathers arc plain brown, with a darker spot 
towards the ends, which are slightly tipped wlU) 
white ; upper lail-ooverts and rump reddish-brown, 
the latter brighter; npper parte brown, the feathers 
niai^ned withreddish-brotni; primaries dark brown, 
wdth a large portion of the inner web white j a spot 
of same color on the outer webs towards the tips, 
excepting the firsttwo; thehrcorortsblaoVishJjrown 
tipped with white; secondaries white, with a large 
spot of brown towards the ends; their tips, wnth 
those of the primaries, while; secondary cotx-rts 
brown, broadly tipped with white. Length ton 
inches, wing seven Inches.”— Gircatd. 

SaRXIEBUNIt. 

Charadrifu Rubidua, Wila. . 

CharaeUr .—^BHl straight, black, along 
the gap one inch and one.mghth; length of laiei one 
inch; hind toe wanting. Adult with the bill straight, 
about as Icmg as the head, lipring plumage, upper 
parts, with the throat, fore-ne^ and upper part of 
the breast rufous, intei'inixed with dusky and grey- 
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ish wiite; 8eepei‘ red on the back; lowei' part of 
the breast, abdomen, and sides of the body pure 
white; tand and feet bladt; olawg small, compress¬ 
ed ; primaries, outer wobs, block; inner webs light 
It-own; abafts brown at the base, tips black, rest 
parts white; secondaries light brown, broadly mar- 
giired with white. ■Winter di-ess, lower parts white; 
upper parts greyish-white, ititerinixed witli black or 
dusky, darkest on t he back. Length seven incljos 
and three-(]uar(ers, wing four .and soven-eightlis.”— 
Giraitd. 

Tokkstone. 

Gwvt Sir^>tila$. 

Generie J)istim:Uoni. —Bill shortertban the bead, 
strong, tapering, compressed, imdbinnt; neck rather 
short; body full; wings long, of moderate breadth, 
and pointed; tail round, i-atber short, and composed 
of twelve feathers; tarsus equal to the middle toe, 
and Mthcr stottli; hind toe small, fore-toes free, with 
a narrow margin, 

BltlKT-BlUD. 

Horso-fbot Snipe, Turnstone, Beacb-^hiiia. 

• Str(^Taa htlerpra. 

This is a beanlifnl bird, and stools pretty well, 
but is rare and mostly solitary; its young are at Egg 
Harbor sometimes termed beach-birds. The brant- 
bird is considered good eating. Itfeods on the eggs 
of the king-crab or horee-foot, which it digs up by 
jumping in the air and striking with both ita feet at 
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once into the sand, thns scratiddiig aliole about three 
inches deep nnd an inch and a half across. 

" Okaraeter. —^Bill black; foot orange; the 

Lead and udcs of the neck streaked and patched 
■with black and white; fore part of the neck and 
upper portion of the sides of the breast, black; lo *'• 
er pans, hind part of the back, and upper tail-cov¬ 
erts wbite; romp dusky; rest of the np{»er iwrts 
reddish-brown, mottled with black; primaries duskj; 
a band across the avings and the throat white. 
Young with the head and neck all round, fore part 
of the back, and sides of the breast, dusky brown, 
sti'caked and margined with greyish-white; wing- 
coverts and tei-tiaU broadly inargineil with dull red¬ 
dish-brown. It can at all times be identiSed by its 
having the throat, lower pans, hind part of the back, 
and the upper tail-coverts white, and the foatlieni 
on the rump dusky. Adult with the bill black, 
throut white, sides of the bead mottled with blaok 
and white; crown streaked with blaok on white 
gronud; on the hiud neck a patch of white; a j>atcli 
of black on the sides of the neck, of which color are 
the fore-neck and the aides of the breast; lower 
parts white; tsul blackish-brown, white at tlie base, 
of which color are the lateral feathers, with a spot 
of black on the inner vanes near the end—the rest 
margined with reddish-brown, and tipped with 
white; nppet tnil-eovorfa white; hiud iiart of the 
back white; the feathers on the rump black; fore 
part of the hack mottled with black and roddUb- 
brown; primaries dark brown, inner webs white; 
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aecoiidaricB broadly edged with white, forming & 
b^md OD the wings; outer secondary ooverts reddish- 
brown, inner black; outer scapulars vlute, with 
dosiky spots; inner aa^ulars reddish-brown. In 
winter the colors .ire dullCT. length nine inches, 
wing five and three-quarters.”— Gir/vid. 

Sandpiper. 

Otnut TringA. 

Qmerk Disthiclims .—^Bill straight slender, and 
tapering, compressed towards the end, and but little 
longer than the head; body ratJicr full; wings very- 
long And pointed; tail rather short and nearly even; 
tami moderate; hind toe very small, and sometimee 
wanting; fore toes slender, of moderate length, and 
generally divided. 


RoniN-S.virB. 

Bed-bre.-isted Sendpipei-. 

JHngh, Oinirea, VPEs. Winter. 

Tringi Rufa, Wils. Spring. 

This delimons and beautiful bird, although far 
from plentiful, furnishes excellent sport., coming 
readily to stool, and flying regularly and steadily. It 
mostly aflects the marshy islands lying between the 
ealt water cieeka, and derives its luune from a 
fancied resemblance to the robin, as he is termed 
atiioiig IIS. It is always gentle, occasionally abun¬ 
dant, and generally fat and tender; by reason of its 
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steafly ffigLt it iB not difficult to kill; and its food, 
mostly ghelL-ffisb, does not contribute an unpleasant 
flayov to its flesh. It arrives ffom the north about 
the middle of August, aud often liugors for some 
time on the meadows. As the season advances its 
pl rnnag n beoonies pslorj till it acquires the name of 
wlnle robin-snipe—although I have often seen them 
late in August of the most beautiful and strongly 
inaibcd coloring, the breast being a rich brownish 
rod nncl the back a flue grey. 

The robin-snipe is of about the size of the dow- 
Itcber, with a shorter iind more pointed bill, and 
is killed indiaciimiiiatcly on the stools with the 
otheir bay-birds. Its eall consists of two notes, aud 
is sharp and clear; when wull imitated, it will often 
attract the eoniiding snipe to the gunner, exposed 
in full view, and without decoys, lids bird is very 
beautiful, and a groat ftivorite. 

'^Specific CJMraoter .—Bill straight, longer than the 
head; tarsi one inch and three-dxteonths long; 
rump and upper tail-coyerts white, barrod with 
daik brown; regiou of the vent aud the lower tail- 
covens white, with dusky markings. In spring the 
upper parts are ash-grey, variegated with black aud 
pale yellowisb-«d; lowei’parts, inclucbng the throat 
and fore-neck, brownish-orange. In autumn the 
upper parts are ash-grey, margined with dull white; 
rump and upper taibcoverts barred with black aud 
white; lower parts white; the sides of the body 
marked with dusky; a dull white Une over the eye. 
Adult in spring—bill black; a broad band of reddbh 
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brown eornmenoea at the base ofthe tippei' mandible, 
cxlenda half-way to the eye, where it changes to 
reddish-brown; npper part of head and the hind 
neok dasky, the feathers laatgiacd with groyisK- 
wbJto—a few tooehes of pjile reddish-brown on the 
latter; throat, fore-neck, breast, and abdomen red- 
dish-bixiwn; vent white; lower tml coverts white, 
spotted witli dusky; upper plumage blackish-brown, 
npper tail-covei-ts barred with black and white; Lail 
pale brown, maigiued with white; pi-ituary coverts 
black, tipped wilh white; secondary coverts gray- 
t»h-browm, margined with white. Young with the 
upper parts greyish-brown; the fe-athers witli cen¬ 
tral dusky streaks, a narrow line of cinnamon-oolor 
towards their margins, which are dull white; the 
lower parts ash-grey. Length of adult, ten indies; 
wing, dx and three-quarters.”— Giraud. 

XJPLAin) PtOTER. 

(Jrey, Gfmse, or PicM Plover. 

Bartrom’s Soodpiper. 

HHngd Sariramia, Wila 

T^iis bird, althougli scientifically not a plover, is, 
by its habits, entitled to an appellation that common 
consent has bestowed upon it. It is foond upon the 
uplands, never freqneniing the marshes except by 
crossing them while migrating, and feeds, not on 
shell-fish or the innumerable minute insects that live 
In sand and salt mud, bat on the grasslioppers mid 
seeds of the open fields. It never takes the slightest 
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notjue of tbe Stools, is eomparativoly a solitary bird, 
and although oootinnally uttering its melodious cry, 
does not heed a responrive calL 

On the eastern ertremity of Long Island, and 
along the coast of Kew England, arc vast rolling 
and hilly sti etohes of land, where there are no trow 
and litde vegetation, beades a short thin grass, and 
here the plovers rest and feed. They migrate to the 
southward in August, and appear about the same 
time Bcatlevod from Niuitucliet to New Jersey. In 
spite of thdr shyness and the difficulty of kilbng 
them, they are pursued relentlessly by man with 
every device that he finds will outwit their cunning 
or deceive their vigilance. 

Ehpde Inland has long been one of their ffivoritc 
resorts, but has been overnm with gunners, who 
Mow the vocation eirhci- for sport or pleasure, and 
there, for many years, the grey plover were killed 
in considerable quantities. Many are still found in 
the same locality, or farther east, as well aa at 
Montank Point; but at Hempstead Plains, where 
tliey were once found quite numerous, they appear no 
longer; and the eastern shore of New Jersey being 
nnsnited to their bnUts, they rarely sojourn or even 
panse upon it. They travel as well by night as by 
day; and in the sdll summer nights their sweet trill¬ 
ing cry may be heard at short intervals; while dur¬ 
ing the daythey will often bo seen in small bodies, or 
siugly, winging their way rapidly tovrarcbi the south. 

They are wary, fly ra|iidly, and are difficult to 
shoot, and, were it not for one peculiarity, would 
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escape almost 5catheUs& Alighting onl^ in the open 
fielils, where the thin grass i-eveals every enemy am! 
otposea every uppronching object to their view; 
readily alarmed at the first ejuiptcm of clanger, and 
shmiolng the slightest familiarity with man, thoy ore 
impossible to reach exoept with laborious and pain 
fal creeping that no sportsmnn cares to undertake. 
Not aofficicntly gregarious or friendly in their na¬ 
ture to desire the company of wooden decoys, they 
cannot he lured within gunshot; and it is only 
through their oontidenee in their fellow-beasts that 
their destmotion can be aooooiplished. 

A horse, they know, has no evil design, docs not 
lire on plover, and may he peimittcsd to como and 
go as ho pleases; a horse drawing a wagon ia to be 
pitied, not feared; and, most fortunately, the bLda 
oannot conceive that a man wonld bo inaan enough 
to bide in that wagon, md drive riinl horse in an 
ingenious manner round and round them, every 
lime narrowiDg the mrcle till he gets wltiihx shot. 
Man, however, is ready for any subterfuge to gain 
his plover; aud, seated on the tail-board, or a place 
behind prepared for the purpose, he steps to the 
gronnd the moment the wagon stops, and an tho 
bh'd iiaraediatelyrises, fires—being oftoi compelled, 
in spite of his ingenuity, to take a long shot 
Even ia this mode no laige nuiubor of birds is 
killed, aud by creeping or stalkiitg few indeed are- 
obuiined. One iuTontive ganins made an imitation 
cow of sluts and canvas p.uinted to reproseat the 
liviug luiimol, and, loounting it upon his shoulders, 
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was often able to approach without detection j 
when near enough, or if the bird beoatne alarmed, 
he east off Ms false s3dn and used his fowling-piece. 
This was certtuoly an oiigi.ual and successful mode of 
modif;^»g an idea denved from the times of ancient 
Troy. 

Ihis bird is so delicious and so highly prized by 
the epicure, that no paius arc spared in its capture; 
it is by many superior judges regarded as the rich¬ 
est and most delicately flavored of the birds of 
Ainoiica; while its timid and wary dispoation I’en- 
tiers it the most dlfBcolt to kilL It is, thorefbi'e, 
jtistly esteemed the riohest prize of the sportsman 
aud the gourmand, and holds as high a rank m the 
flcld as in the inarhcb 

It is not, properly speaking, a bay-bird 5 but as it 
is fi-oqnentiy shot from the stand when passing near 
the decoys, these few remarks concemii^ it are in¬ 
serted. It is essentially an npland bird, although 
from the nature of its migration it passes along the 
const and ocuaaionally ikr out at sea. 

“ Specijic Character .—Bill slender, rather longer 
than the hcail; Isrti one inch and seven-eighths; 
neck rather long, slender; axillars distinctly baiTcd 
with black and grcyish-vvhite; upper parts dark 
brown, margbied with yellowish-brown; fore-neck 
and fore part of the breast with arrow-shuped mark¬ 
ings; rest of the lower parts yellowish-white. 
Adult with the bill slender, yellowlah-green, dusky 
at the tip; upper part of the head dark brown, with 
a central yellowish-brown line, tlie feathers mar- 
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gtiiQd wiUi tlie same color; hind part and sides ot 
tliu nock ycllowlsli-brovu, sti'eslced with duskv; 
fore jiait of the ueok and breast paler, with pointed 
Streaks of Onsky; sides of the body barred with the 
same; rest of lower parts yellowish-white; lower 
wing-coverts white, Wred with bn^wcUh black; 
n|)per phnnage dark-brown, jna)giaed with yellow¬ 
ish-brown, darker on Unj Jiind part of the back; 
primaries dark-brown; coverts the same color; inner 
webs of the immnrics burred with white, more par- 
tionlarly on the first—^tho sltaft of which is white; 
the rest brown, all tippetl with while; secondarica 
more broadly tapped with the same; coverts and 
scapulars dark-brown, margined with yellowish- 
brown, and tipped with wlucn; tail barred with 
black and yellowish-brown, tipped with white; mid¬ 
dle fentlievs darker, tipped with black. Length ten 
inches and a half, wing tax and five-eighths.”— 
&iraud. 


Hed-Bacexd Samcpipeb. 

Winter Snipe.—Black-breast. 

TiingA AJpina, Wils. 

This bird absolutely has no common name. 

"Spidfle Ofuxraeter .—Bill about one-third longer 
than tbe bend, bent towards the end; length of tarsi, 
one incii. Adult with the bill black—one-third 
longer than the head, slightly bent towards the end, 
and I'-iiber shorter than that of T. Subarquata; 
npi^er port of the bead, back, aud scapular, chestnat- 
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red, the centre of each feather blaoV, which color 
occnpiee a lai^e portion of the euapularg; wing- 
coverts and qniUs greyish-brown; the bases and tips 
of ti»e secondaries and parts of the outer webs of 
the middle primaries, white; forehead, sides of tii>* 
head, and hind neck, pale reddish-grey, streaked 
witii dusky; fore neck and upper pai-t 6f breast 
greyiali-whUo, stivakod witli dusky; ou the lower 
part of the bi-east a largo black patch; abdomeji 
white; lower tiul coverts white, marked with dusky; 
tail light-brownish giey, streaked—the ctmtral lea¬ 
thers darker. 

“Winter diess, upper parts brownish-grey; throat, 
greyish-white; fore part and sides of nook, sides of 
the head, and ride^ of the body, pale btownish^rsy, 
faintly streaked with darker; rest of the lower pai-rs 
white. Length, seven inches and a half; wing, font 
and an eighth.”— Giraud, 

LoNe-LEGGBU Sandpiper. 

Pe^, Blind Snipe, Frost Snipe. Stilu 
iWnpd ^tiua^put. 

This bird also is nameless: it is i-are, sJthcugh 1 
have killed quite a nuiuber of them, and 1 believe it-v 
nninbers ore increasing; it tardy consorts iu liocks 
of more than five or six, stools readily, and is often 
mistaken for the yellow-lega 

‘^Specific OAaniater. —KU about one-thtid longor 
than the head, slightly arched; length of tard. oni; 
inch and. tliree-eightha. Adult, with the upper ttfirt - 
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brownidi-black, the feathers margiaed Tvith reddisli- 
while; the edges of the scapulars with semiform 
m!u-kii>gs of the same; mmp and nppcr tadl-ooverts 
white, li-ansversely barred with dnsky; tail, light 
grey, the feathers white at the base and along the 
middle; primary quills and coverts bvownish-blnok— 
inner tinged with grey; the shaft of the onler pri¬ 
mary, •white; secondai-ies, brownish-grey, margined 
with reddish-white,the inner dusky; abroad whitWi 
line over the eye; loral space dusky; auvioulars, 
pale brownish-red; fore part and sjdes of iiech^ 
greyish white, tinged with red, and longitudinally 
streaked -with dusky; the rest of the lower parts, 
pale reddi^, transversely barred with dusky; the 
middle of the breast and the abdomen without 
markings; legs long and slender, of a yellowish- 
green color. In autumn, the plamage duller, of a 
more greyish appearance, and tiie reddish markiugs 
wanting, excepting on the sid^ of the head, and a 
few touches on the scapular. Length, nine inches; 
wing, five.”— Oiraud. 

Bihs-kscil. 

American Eing Plover. 

JJbtUeiHa, Wils. 

Ttiis is a small, bat delicate, fat, and pretQr bird; it 
does not stool well, and accompanies the small snipe. 

“ Gharader .—^Bill shorter than tlie head; 

base, orange color, towards the point, black; a broad 
band on the forehead white, marked below with 
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& narrow black band, above with a broad band of 
the same color; rest part of the bead wood-brown; 
lateral toes connected by a membrane as far aa tbe 
first joint; inner toes, aboot half that distance. 
Adult male wdth the bill flesh color at base, auterior 
to the nostrils black; a line of black commences at 
tbe base of the upper mandible, passes back to the 
eye, curving downward on the sides of the neck; a 
band on the fore part of the head pure white; ibre 
part of crown, black; occiput, wobd-browa; chin, 
throat, and fore neck, pasaag round on the bind 
neck, pure white; directly below, on the lower por¬ 
tion of the neck, a broad band of black; upper 
pinnace, wood-brown; primaries, blackish-brown; 
shaits, white—^blackish-brown at their tips; secon¬ 
daries sliglitly edged with white on the inner webs; 
outer webs, nearest to the shafts, an elongated spot 
of white; wing-coverts wood-biown; secondary 
coverts broadly tipped with while; breast, abdo¬ 
men, sides, and lower tail-coverts, pure white; tail 
brown, lighter at the base; outer feathers white— 
the rest broadly tipped with white, excepting the 
middle pair, which ate slightly tipped with the 
same. Female similar, with the upper part of the 
head and the band on tbe nock brown. Length, 
seven inobes and a quarter; wing five.”— Oiraud. 
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Meadow Snipe, Fat Biid, Rhoct ^wk, Jack Snipe, Pce- 
toial Sandpiper. 

Siiitffa ^Ptctoralis, Aud. 

Tills is an oxoellent bird, remaining in the meadows 
till October, and beooanng fat, rich, and fine fla- 
voi'od, but nnfoitunately it will not come to the 
stools. Althongli fvequentlj assouiatiug in (loclcs, it 
can bai-dly be said to be truly gi-(gavious, aud » as 
often found with the different vaiiotics of small snipe 
as with its own number. It is quite a difficult bird to 
kill when on the wing, its flight being i-apid and 
irregular, and its size small; but when it becomes 
fat and lazy, after a long residence in well supplied 
fbeding.grounds, not only u« its flight slower and it¬ 
self easier to hit, bnt it is often shot sitting. Its 
general color is grey, with white on the abdomen ; 
and its> size varies greaily ncooi diug to its i^e and 
condition, some being of more than double the size 
of othcie. As a natural eonacquenue, considerable 
practice is rcqnii'cd to dtstlognial) it readily ftom the 
ox-eyes by which it is often surrounded, when the 
meadow gi-ass hides it, in a measure, from view. It 
feeds aud dwells altogether in the meadows, finding 
its food in the stagnant water collected upon their 
surface, and is only pdentiM when these are wet. 
When alarmed, it rises rapidly, and makes off in a 
zigzag way, that reminds the sportsman of the flight 
of English snipe; and earlyin the season it Is wild 
and shy. It occMisionally passes over the stooLs, but 
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never pauses or seems to notioe them; and for this 
reason, in spite of its epicurean recommendations, 
it is generally neglected. In the cool days of Sep¬ 
tember and October, wJien the mosquitoes imve sue- 
cmitbed in a measure to the frost, its pursuit over 
tbe open meodon'S is pleasant and exhilarating. It 
is oftuD killed to the nnmber of eighty in a day, and 
is so fat that its body ^ absolutely round. 

“ Specific Ohcaxieter. —Bill straight, base orange- 
green ; length of tai'si one inch and one-sixteenth; 
upper ijarts brownish-black, edired witJi reddUb- 
brown; throat white; fore part of neck and upper 
part of the breast light brownish-grey, streaked with 
dusky; rest of lower parts, includiag the lower tail- 
ooverts, white. Adult with the bill straight; top 
of the head dark-brown, intermixed with black; 
sides of the head, neck, and a laige portion of the 
breast, greyish-brown, strealced witli dusky; chin 
white ; a streak of dark brown hefbro the eye, con- 
tinning to the nostril, directly above a fhlnt line oi 
white; back dark-brown; feathers margined with 
white; primary qmlls dark-brown—shaft of the first 
white; outer secondaries sightly edged with white; 
tail-feathers brown, margined with brownish-white 
—^two middle feathers darker, longest, and more 
pointed; lower part of tho breast, abdomen, and 
sides of the body and under tail-corcrts white; feet 
dull yellow; tibia bare, about half the length. 
Female, the general plumage lighter. I<eagth nine 
umhes and a half wing five and a quarter.’'— 
Giraud. 
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Oz-Era. 

Tringd Sempdhnata, Wils. 

“ Gharaefer .—ffill rather stout, broad 

toTirrds the point; along the gap about one inch; 
rength of tarsi seYen-eighths of an inch; bill attd 
legs black; toes half webbed. Adalt with the bill 
Mender, about the length of the head—dark-green, 
nearly approadtiog to black; bead, sides, and hind- 
pari; of neck ash-grey, streakal with dusky; upper 
parts blaokish-bvown, the feathors edged with 
greyish-white; secoiidaiy coverts tipped with white; 
primary coverts brownish-black, as are the feathers 
<iu the rump; upper tail-coverts the same; wing- 
quills dusky, their shafts white; tail-feathers ash- 
grey, the inner webs of the middle pair much darker; 
over the eye a white line; lower parts white ; legs 
black. Lengtir sir inches and a hal^ wiug four.”— 

This and the following variety arc generally con¬ 
founded by bay-men; and heiug too small to 
demand much consideration, and never shot un¬ 
less huddled together, so that a large number 
may be bagged, they are called promiscuously by the 
odd name ox-eye. They are &t, aud almost as good 
eating when in pnme order as the reed-biid. 

Ox-Eye. 

Wflson’s Sandpiper. 

Hwgi J^tuiBir, WQe. 

“ Sp&^jio Charaeto'. —Bill along the gap thiee- 
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quarters of au iocb, pleader; tarsi tliree-quartcrs of 
an mch; legs yellowiah-greeu. Adult with tlie hill 
hifwiiisli-black; upper part of the breast grey- 
hiown, mixoti with white; back aad upper parts 
black; the whole plumage above broadly edged 
with bright bay and ydlow ochre; primaries black 
—greater coverts the same, tipped with white; tail 
Toaoded, the four exterior feathers on each side dull 
wliite—^the rest dark-brown; terlials oe long as 
the primaries; bead above dark-brown, with paler 
edges; over the eye a streak of whitish; belly and 
vent white. Length five inches and a half, wing 
three and a half. With many of our birds wo ob¬ 
serve that individuals of the same species racy in 
length, extent, and sometimes differ slightly in their 
bills, even wiib those which have arrived at 
maturity.—On consulting ornithnlogtcal works, we 
notice that there arc do two writei's whose 
measurement is in all oases alike. With specimens 
of the Wilson’s sandpiper, we find in their pro- 
poitiona greater discrepancy than in many other 
species—and out of these differences we are inclined 
to the opinion that two spurious species have been 
created.”— ixi^aud. 

Tatlbr. 

^ Qcdds Totanos. 

&eruHe Distinctions .—Bill longer than the head, 
striught, hard and slender; neck slender, and both it 
and body rather long; wings long and pointed; ttul 
short and rounded; legs long; hind-toe very small, 
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and tlie anterioc onua connected at the 1)aae by 
KObs, iJie inner being slightly webbed. 

WlLtET. 

Sem^i&tinated Tstler. 

3bbmu Smipexhnatut, Lath. 

Seohpm Semipahnata, Wik 

This 5a a fine, laige, and beautiful bird; the 
sharply diatinct white and black of its u'iiigs con¬ 
trasting adinimhiy with the reddisb-brown tints of 
the marlin and sicklc-billa with wliich it often 
associates | it stools well, flying steadily, and often 
returning after the first, and even second visit j hat 
even when fat, it is tough and ill-flavoi cd. It con¬ 
gregates in lai'ge flocks, and reaches the Middle 
States on its southern journey in tlio latter part of 
August. Its cry is a fieice wild shriek, which is 
rarely, if over, accurately ituitated; but it reapoads 
to tlje call of the siekle-bill, .nid when once beiuied 
fortbe stools, i-aiely altera its conrso. In exposed 
situations it. is shy and diflicnit of approach, like 
most of the shore-birds, which, although they come 
np 80 unsiispidonsly to the decoys, arc wary of the 
gunner, and rarely permit him to crawl within 
range of them. 

“ Sj)eci^c OharcKtc }-.—iiJccciadarios and basal pajt 
of the primaries white; toes connected at base by 
broad membranes. Adult with the head aud neck 
brown, intermixed with gr(^li-white; breuat and 
sides of the body spotted, and waved with brown 
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ou white grouad; abdomen white; tail-covorte 
white, barred witli brown; tail greyisb-brown, 
boned with darker brown—the outer two feathers 
lighter; rump brown; fore part of tbe back imicI 
wbig-coTem brown, largely spotted with dull white; 
|}rimaries bIa<.ikish-brown, broadly banded with 
white; sooondarieH white. Lengtli htteen iuohes 
!ind a hab^ wing eighk”— Giraud. 


Yelfeu. 

Big TeEow-Lega—Gtestei-Ydlow-Shanka—Tcll-ta3eTa{ler. 

Tubffuis Wila 

This ie one of the most nnmerous of the bay- 
btrds, and among the most highly prized for its 
Bportroonfening properties. It stools well, although 
occasionally sospiaioua, and will oilen drop like a 
stone from the olouds, where it is fond of flying, upon 
receiving a response to its strong, clear, and easily 
imitated cry. It will also frequently come within 
shot in the open, when the sportsioao is unaided by 
his decoys. Its flight is uneven, being often slow 
when appronching or pausing over the stools, and 
tlieu ozooodingly ra;nd and irregular when alarmed; 
aud if there are no stools to make the Yclper hesi- 
^le, it has a bobbing motion, as if searubing for the 
origin of the call, that makes it exceedingly cliifloiilt 
to kill. Moreover, it is vigorous, and will carry off 
much shot, as in fhot u the habit wi^ all the shore- 
birds, and is tough and sedgy on the table. 
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Tf 3ocs not as.sooiato in lai-go flocks, but roams 
about in parties of three or fonr. 

"Sjtecifio Charaoter .—Bill along the ridge t?ro 
and a qnarlcv inches; tard two and a half; lags yel¬ 
low. Adult with the bill black, at the base bluish; 
Tipper part of the head, loral space, oheelcs,and neck, 
streaked with brownish-blade and white; throat 
white; q white lino from the hill to the eye; a white 
ring round the «yo; breast and abdomen white, 
spotted and baired irithbrownish-black; sides and 
tail-coverts the same; lowoi* surfaoo of the priiuurios 
light grey—-upper hrownish-hlaok, the inuer spotted 
white; wing-corerts and back brown, spotted with 
white, and dnsky; soapnlars the same; tail brown, 
barred with white. Winter plumage, the upper 
parts lighter—lai'ger portion of the breast and abdo¬ 
men white; sides of the body barred with dusky. 
Length, fourteen inches; wing, seven and a quar¬ 
ter.”— Qmmd. 


Tellow-Ldgs. 

little Tcllow-Legs—Tellow-Shanka Taller. 

TOlaims Flaasipei, Ladi. 

5i»?c>paa! Fhvipes, IVjlson. 

This bird in appearance is almost identical with 
the yelper, except that it is much smaller, not 
being more than half as large. It has several calls, 
consisting of one or more flnte-like tmd slnill notes, 
which arc rather difScnlt to imitate. It is probably 
the most plentlfnl of all the b.iy-snipe, making its 
siiminei- visit in .Tnly, and continuing to uivivo till 
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late in September. It collects in immensa ilcoks, 
and stools excellentlj, bat its flight is irccgulav m}d 
rapid, and when frightened, it darts abont in a con- 
fh^g wnj that often baffles the sportsman. Wlien 
woonded it will swim awa)', and, if possible, crawl 
into tiio glass to hide. 

Although a pleasant bird to shoot, It is uitaltrno- 
iive on the table, even when in best condition, unless 
killed along the ftcsli vater, where it .Ututus an 
agreeable and delicate flavor. Both it and the 
yelpcr ace found in considerable numbers on the 
marshy ebores of the weslam lakes, where it and the 
other smaJler bay-birds are c.illed, indiscrimurately, 
plarer. 

"Wondcrfal stoiies are told of the iiambcr of yel- 
lowdega killed at one shot, and as it is a small bird, 
these are probably not exaggerated. By ^Vill5on 
the yollow-legs, the yelper, and willet are classed 
among the Boolopacid'M, or snipe, but the other oini- 
ibologists have erected a separate genus for them. 

Sp&oific Character .—^BiU along the ridge one 
inch and three-eighths; length of tarsi one inch and 
fleveu-mghths; legs yellow. Adult with the bill 
black; throat white ; upper part of the head, lores, 
checks, hind part and side parts of the neck, deep 
btownish-groy, streaked •with, grej-ish-white | eye 
endrcled with white, a Land of the same color from 
the bill to the eye; fore neck, sides of the body, and 
upper part of the breast, gi-eyish-white, streaked 
with greyish-brown; lower part of the breast and 
abdomen white; lower t»l-coTcita whits, the outer 
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feathers baried with brown; scopalars and fore part 
of the bach brown, the feathcra biiiTcd and spotted 
with blnt-i and white; primaries blackiah-bi-own, tiie 
shaftoftbcoalerbvownisb-wlute, whiter towards the 
tip, the rest dart-brown; secondaries margined with 
white; hind part of the back brownish-grey; tail 
baiTcd with greyish-bi-own, white at the tip; legs, 
feet, and toes, yellow; claws black. Length, ten. 
inches and ihrec-qnmters; wing, six. Young with 
the logs greenish—and by those who have not recog¬ 
nised it as the young of tlio year, I have heard the 
propriety of its name queslioued.”— Oiraud. 

Godwit. 

Gcuus Iiimoex 

Generic Distinctiom. —Bill very long, aEttlo re- 
cui-ved from the middle, r.ather slender, and with the 
lower mandible the shorter. Wings long and very 
oeutc; tail short and even; legs long; toes four, and 
rather slender, the hind one being small and the 
middle toe the longest; anterior toes counoclod at 
the base by webs, the outer web being much tlie 
larger. 

Maklix. 

Great Warbled GodwtL 
Limosa laun. 

Scdlojiaji Udoa, \nis. 

This is tbc gentlest and most ubuadaut of the 
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large birds, approaching the decoys with great oon- 
fitlcDCO and TetniniDg agnin nud again, tillfte<^uontly 
the entire flock is killed. In color it is a reddish* 
'bronn, lighter on the abdomen, and its flight is 
steady and rather slow. AUhongh better eating 
than the willet, and very ridt and juicy, its flesh 
cannot be called dclicato. The Ting^tailed marlin 
or Hudsonian Godwit, JAmosa n^jdMniea, Xtoth. 
is a finer bat mnch soareer bird, and resembles some¬ 
what in color the willot, but has the nuirlui bill, 
which is longer than that of the last-named spe¬ 
cies. 

“ Speaifis CTioractei -.—Bill at base yellow, toivards 
the end blackish-brown 3 upper parts spotted and 
barred with yellowish-grey and brownish-black; 
lower paiie pale reddiah-brown; tail darker, barred 
with black. Adnlt mala with the bill at the b«0 
yellowish-brown, towards the end black; head ond 
Qcok gi-eyi^-browD, dngod with pale reddish, streak¬ 
ed with dusky—dmrter on the upper part of the 
head aud hind neck; throat whitish, lower parts 
pale reddish-brown; under tail-coverta barred with 
brown; tail ruddIsh'brown,ban'od with dusky; up¬ 
per tail-GOTorts the same; upper parts barred with 
brownish-black and pale reddish-brown, spotted with 
dusky; inner primaries tipped with ycllowisb-wHto; 
scapulars and wing-coverta barred with pale reddish- 
brown and greyish-while; shaft of the lii'St prim.'iry 
white, dusky at the tip; inner shafts at the huso 
white, rest part light brown, excepting the tips, 
which are dusky. Length, sixteen inuhes; wing, 
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nine and a half. l<'emate larger, exceeduig the male 
from three to four ioohes.”— Giraud. 

Rthg-Tailed Mabun-. 

HttiUoDian God-wit. 

Limota SacUomta, Lath. 

“ j^ecpic Character.—BiU hlactisli-brown, at hose 
of lotror maoilible yoUowj upper parts light bro-wn, 
marked with dnll brown, and afew'sinoll while spots; 
neck all aroniid brownish-grey; lower parts whUe, 
largely marked with feri-ugluoas; bas'ul part of tall- 
featheiK and a band crossing the rump, white. Adult 
with the bill slender, blackish to wards the tip, lighter 
at tiic base, particularly at the. base of the lower 
mandible; a lino of hiownish-whltc from tho bill to 
thoeye; lower eydid white; thro.at white, spotted 
■with lust color; head and neck bi-ownUh-grey; 
lower parts white, marked with largo spots of ferni- 
ginons; tinrlcr tail-coveiis barred with brownish- 
black, and fermginons; trdi browmish-black, with a 
while band .at the base; a hand over the rump; tips 
of piimaiy coverts and bases of quills white; upt>cr 
tail-coverts hrownish-bUck—their base white; upper 
pai'ts greyish-brown, scapulam marked with darker; 
feet blui^ Length, fifteen iuebes and a half; wing, 
eight and a half. Young with tho lower paits hrown- 
ish-grey, the fenniginoits markings wanting.”— 
Giravd. 

Sunpe. 

Genua Seol^a^ Linn. 

Generic Distinetione. —^Bill long, at least twice the 



294 


BAT-BIBl®. 


leugtli of Uio head; Btraight, tapering, and flattened 
towards the end; eyes rather large, placed high in 
the head, and for hack from the Vdl; neck of mode- 
rate length, and rather thick; body full; wings 
latlier long and pointed; tail moderate and rounded; 
1(^ modomle; toes slender and rather long, except 
the hind <me; middle too longest, and connected at 
tiio base with the inn« by a slight web, the enter 
one being free. 

Dowitcueu. 

Dow tth—Bi own Back—Quail-Snipe—Ead-Brcasled Snipe. 

Seolop<Ke NwsioraccTiSis, tVils. 

This is a beautiful, oxocllont, and plentiful biifl 5 it 
abounds in Wie rciarebes during the eiuiro summer, 
congregates in \ast flocks, and although irtteiing a 
fiunt coll itself, is attracted to the decoys by tSie cry 
of the yellow-legs, or almost any sharp whistle. It is 
remarkably gentle, individuals often aUghflng when 
their associates arc slain, in spite of the unosiml 
uproar; and It can be more readily approached than 
any of the bay-birds. Its flesh, inorcorer, ia quite 
delicate, and when fat souibwbat similar to that of 
the English snipe, which it greatly resembles in 
aj^eamnec. In general color it is brownish, with a 
light abdomen, but occasdonally tlio breast is ns red 
as thit of a robin in full plumage. Its flight is 
steady, alUiungh when alarmed it" ekivera,” or darts 
abont rapidly, and as it flies in dose ranks, it Buffera 
proportionally. Although it is ratlicr looked down 
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upon by persona wio wisli ta mate a stow of lai'go 
birds, I am always cntii-ely satisfied witli a good bag 
of well-conditioned dowitehers. 

CAameter.-^pnag plumage, upper 
parts brownish-blaclr, variegated with light hiown- 
islw*ed 5 lower parts dull orange-red, abdomen paler, 
spotted and barred with black; rump white; the 
tail feathers and the upper and lower tail-coverts, 
alternately barred with whit© mid black. In autuma 
the upper parts are brownish-grey; the low'ev parts 
greyish-white; the tail feathers and the njjper 
and lower tnil-coverts the same as in spriag. 
Adult with tho bill towards the end black, lighter 
at the base; top of the head, back of the nook, 
scapulars, tcrtials, and fore part of the back, 
blactish-brovn), variegated with feiTuginons; second¬ 
aries and wing-coverts clovc-brown, the latter edged 
with white, the former tipped with tho same; 
hind part of back white; the minp marked with 
roundish spots of blaokisli-brown; upper taU-eoverts 
dull white, barred with black; ttil feathers crossed 
with numerous black bands, their tips white; loral 
band dusky, the space between which aad the medial 
band on the fore part of the head, greyish-white, 
tinged with ferntginons, and slightly toadied with 
dusky; sides of the head spotted wiih dark-brown; 
lower parts dull orange-red, the abdoinon lighter; 
the neck and fore part of breast sjiotted with dusky; 
the sides of the body with numerous bars of the 
same color; legs and feet dull yellowish-green. 
Young with tho lower parts paler. Winter dress, 
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the tipper parts fer<twDiah.*grcy; neck ash-grey, 
Btrcahed with dnsky j lower parts groyish-wbite, 
with duslry bars on the aides of tiie body. Length, 
ten inches and a half; wing, six.”— Oiraiul. 

0US!JL-W. 

Otutu Kumenbis, Bciss. 

Gonerlo —Bill Tory long, aletidor, ds- 

oni-ved or arched, with the upper mandihle the 
longer, and ohlnso at tho endj head rounded and 
compressed above; ueuk long, body full, wings long, 
feet rather long; toes connected at the base; tidiil 
bare n sliort space above the knee; logs i-aiher long; 
tail short and.rounded. 

Jaoje CuanEW. 

Short-billeil GluIcw. Hudscdcu Curlew. 
^fvmeTiiut Sudtmicut, Lath. 

This is a graceful and elegant bird, but so shy 
and BO well able to cany oii' shot, that it is regarded 
as the most diflicult to TJll of all the bay-birds. It 
lias a long, rolling cry, nnd nlthough it approaches 
the decoys, it rarely uUghts, or even pauses over 
them; bat, dcteeUog the deception, it tarns off or 
iweses on in its course. For this ronsou, iho fortn- 
iiate sportsman who kills a “Jack” is eniineutly 
satisfied, although Its (lusli is not remarkably fine. 

ISpecifio Uharaoter. —^Length of bill, three inches 
and threo-quaners; tarsi, two inches; lower parts 
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white. Atlnlt with the upper part of the hesul deep 
hi'owDj with a central and two lateral linos of 
whitish; a brown lino from the bill to the eye, and 
another behind tho oyp; neck all round, pale yel¬ 
lowish-grey, longitudinally streaked with brown, ox- 
oopUng the upper pait of the throat, which is grey- 
ish'wMtej upper parts in general blaoklsh-browo, 
marked with nuinerons epots of brownish-white, 
there being several along the margins of each 
feather; wings and nuap somewhat lighter; upper 
tail-ooverts aud tsul barred ndth darb-bromi and 
oILvaoeous grey; primaries and tlicir coverts black¬ 
ish-brown, all trith transverse yellowish-grey mark- 
iugs on the iuiicr web; the shaft of the quill, 
white—of tho rest, brown; breast aud abdomen 
greyish-white, iho sides tinged with cream color, 
and bai-red with gi-eyibli-bi-own; bill rather more 
than twice the length of the head, of a brownish- 
black color—at the hase of tho lower mandible, flesh 
colored. Length, eighteen inches; wing, nino and 
a half”— GirauS. 


Srcjoe-Bir.!, CtmLitw. 

Long-billed Ourlew. 

Zon^irostris, Wils. 

Hio flnesl, largest, most graceful, and elegant of 
all (he bay-birds is the magnifloent sicklG-hill; asso¬ 
ciating in large flecks, and with a spread of wings 
of little less than three fee^ when it approaches the 
stand, the sportsman’s heart palpitates irith excite- 
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iDent> and tbe sky seems to have lost its natural 
bine and become of a xich brown tint. As Iheso 
splendid birds, sbiieking their hoarse cali, set their 
wings for the stool, and ci-ossing one another in their 
flight, pnuso in donbt; or, after alighting individu- 
uUy, rise again, and hesitate whether to remain or 
continne their course—the sportsman, coweriag in 
Ins lair, and anxious to take advantage of this glori¬ 
ous oppoi'tunity, becomes wildly eager with exoito- 
mmit; and if, alter liaving by a judkdous selection 
brought several to the ground, he recalls the de- 
pnrtiug flock which again pi-cseiits itself to his aiiu, 
Iris rapture knows no beuuda, and with his reloaded 
breech-loader, he repeats, {rorliaps more than once, 
the exhilarating performance. 

This lordly bh-d, the largest of the bay-snipe, is 
often extremely gentle, and may be lured by the 
imitation of its cry at an immense distance, and 
brought back to tbe decoys several time-s, where one 
or more of its com][)aniau8 may liavo fallen; but at 
other times it is wild and shy. Individnals diSbv 
considerably in size, the Largest I ever saw having a 
bill eleven inches long, and some weighing nearly 
double os much as others; but all are of a beautiful 
reddish-brown or burnt sicuna tint, with a yellowish 
shade on tbe abdomen. Their flight is steady, and 
their flesh tough, dark, and <aly. Their eye is ex¬ 
tremely blight, and their shape graceful 

“ Specie Character .—Bill towards the end de- 
enrved; upper part of the throat, and a band froui 
the bin to the eye, light buff; general plumage. 
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polo rcildieli-brown} head aod nock streaked Ttith 
dusky; upper parts nisrked with blackish-brown; 
tail barred wiihtho same; abdomen, plain, reddish- 
bromi; foot, bloisb. Lwtgth, twenty-six inches; 
wing, elevon.. ITio bill of the specimen from which 
this description is takai measures dgUt inches. 
Tiio bills of iudivIdnaU of this species rary, but the 
length is at nil times snllicient to dotermioe the 
species.”— (ftraui. 


Fute, 

I>05-bird.—EsipJinuiox Curkw. 

KvMOiiits .fforcoJis, Lath. 

'i'itisis an upland bird, quite rare, but large, and 
r.athcr delicate caiJng. 

“ CliaracUr. —Bill, along the gap, about 

two inches and a quarter; lai-si, one inch and fivo- 
cighths; upper* pai*ts, dusky brown, wUh pale yel- 
lowisb-white, marked all over with pale reddish- 
brown. Adalt with a line of white from the bill to 
the f^e; eyelids, white; upper part of the head 
dusky, .‘■potted in ii'ont with greyish-white, a medial 
band nf the same color; threat, white; ueck and 
breast yellowish-grey, with longitudinal marlra of 
dnsky on the former, pointed spots of the same color 
on the latter ; abdomen, dnUyellowlsh-whltc; ilmks, 
barred with brown; lower tail coverts the same aa 
the abdomen; tail and npper coverts barred 
with pale x*eddish-brown and dusky, tipped with 
yellowish-white; upper parts browmsh, the feathers 
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tipped with ])alo'reddish-brown, t )»<3 scapulai-s mar¬ 
gined rad tipped with lighter; piimaries, dark- 
browu, margined intemaUy with lighter—the first 
pliaft white, with tlio tip dusky—the vest brown. 
Lengtli, fourteen inehes and a half; wing, eight.”— 
(ih'mid. 




CHAPTER VI. 


jrOSTATTK rOIST. 

The eastern cnci of Long Island, tliat oxtreniitf 
wliioh seems to stretch out like the fund of welcome 
towards the nations of the old world, beckoning 
their inhabitants to onr hospUablo shores, is divided 
into two long points like the tines of a /ork. Tbo 
opper point shuts in Longlslaod Sound, and protects 
our inland cominoree fiom, tlic violence of tlio “ Great 
Deep;” while tlic lower prong, which is kissed on 
the one side by the bine waters of the Peeonic Bay, 
.and on the otbor is bnficted by the billows of the 
great Atlantic, is known ns Montauk Point. The 
heaving ocean seems hmx' to have solidldcd Itself 
into a s.ondy soil, which rises and swells and rolls; 
ronch after the m-anner of its mighty prototype, 
except that a scanty garment of tawny grass clothes 
the omiines of the billowy waste. “ Cattle on a 
thousand hills” here roam in a stato ot^ at least, 
semi-independence, which they occasionally assert 
by charging upon the intruding sportsman in a 
manner whidi may bo intended as playful, but 
which looks somewhat seriona. For a dozen miles 
or so only a few houses break the monotony of the 
dreary expanse, and it is to one of tliese, distant 
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some uiue miles from the extreme point, that I ani 
about to cairy the reader, for here alone can plorer- 
shootiiig be enjoyed iu its fullest perfection. 

There are numerous kinds of plorer that make 
their migratory passages along our coasts j but tbo 
one to •whieh I refer, while to tho epicai'o it ranks 
almost, if not absolutely, the Sret upon the list, and 
affoi-da, by tho swiftness of its flight and the ecceu- 
trioity of its habits, a prize not unworthy of the 
highest oftbrts of the ^rtsnian, has heen the tictlm 
of many a misnonier, but ie correctly known by the 
appellation American (Joldcn Plover, Charadrim 
plmialis (C.). The Plover-family is large and of high 
i-eepectability; bnt, when “ npou his native heath,” 
no one of its clans is catitlcd to wear a loftier crest 
than that which wo now have under dlscustion. 
His near relative, the Bartramian Sandpiper or 
Grey Plover, is ]>erhapsmore aristocratically delicate 
in his figure, and is welcomed as heartily at the 
table of the epicure. Bnt he is less social iti his 
habits, and rarely affords any but single shots. He 
do^ not fraternize with wooden counterfolts, and 
his mellow whistle, as he rises at an impi'acticable 
distance, mroly responds to even the most seductive 
(rffoHs of his pnrsner. Bnt our Golden Mead, 
notwithstanding his aurlferons title, his superior 
beauty of plumage, his swiftness aud strength, and 
tho savory repntation which he enjoys among the 
ksowing-ones, is possessed of gregarious habits, of 
a singalarly ftonk and unsnspltions nature, and is 
generally ready to stop and have a chat with any- 
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thing which bears tho Mntest resemblance to a bird 
ond .a brother. It is well for his admirers that such 
is bis nature; and although the aridc .appreciation 
of his merits certainly cnnscs great destruction among 
bis rniibs, still the Taat flocha which, sometimes for 
days togeuier, fly past, withm sight of the stands, 
unshot at, seem to warrant the hope that the boar 
of tho final extinction of his raca is very far distant. 

Taking the I-ong Island railroad to Gi-eenport in 
the early part of Septemher, audliaving encountered 
and overcome the ordinary delay and difficulty of 
obtaining a sailboat to fnriber prosecute oar Toy age, 
we find ooreelves at Iasi gliding on the waves of the 
heaotlfiil bay, past Shelter and Gardiner’s islands, 
and appioachiug the long low line of the Nepeagne 
bench. With a favorable breeze wc may expect to 
bo l-onded on the smooth sand in a litUe cove, about 
cue mile from our destination, in two hours from 
our time of departure; but if the wind is adverse 
and the fates iinpropitioua,we may liavo to follow tlie 
path from the shore in the diirlc, which will ret^uire 
onr best instincts, aided by the guidance of the dis¬ 
tant booming of tlic surf, and the assistance of our 
especial gti.ardian angel. 

Once there, however, and we will be ropjiid for 
onr sufferings; we may find a table covered with 
“ South-side ’’ dclic-odea, and. bearing in the centre 
a huge dish of beantiful, odorous, meltiug plovor, 
cooked to a turn, and we will imdoubtcdly meet 
kindred spirits and generous sportsmen who aio on 
the satue errand as onrsclvcs. As wc dispose of the 
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former, tlie latter will pour into our sTmpatfacdo 
ears ■womlerfol acconntB of their $port, and rival one 
auothei* in recounting the long shots and the good 
shots they have made, the numbers of biids they 
baveiitlod, and the pounds of boss tboy have caught. 

Under tho inflaouces of a delicious supper and 
Tuodcrale “nightcap,” we seek our couch with fond 
vidons of the great flocks, and hopeful dreams that 
wc "will do as well on tho morrow. At earliest dawn 
we spring fhom our bed, and rushing to tho priiuitire 
little oaBcroent have only lime to rejoice in the pro- 
niisa of a fine day, ere we note the welcome cry of 
our noble prey Luirying westward over t!ie beach. 

To ilon our shooting costume, to grasp our gvtn 
and ammunition, to load ourselves with tho basket 
containing decoys and incidentals, and to emerge 
into the cool air of the September morning, require 
bo* a few minutes; wc Jiastcn across tho sandy hil¬ 
locks to out appointed spot, marked by a hollow 
scooped out for the concealment of former visitants, 
and by the qnautity of feathers and cigar^tnmps 
lying loosely around; and with hands trcmhliug 
with impatience, we distribute the stools in what 
seems to us to bo the most artistic and soductlvo 
manner,—for the birds are now beginning to fly 
justwithina tautalialngyetimpi-actioable i-ango, and 
we long for action. 

How wild, howglorions is the hoar and the seoae! 
The heavy boom of the ocean, which rolls almost at 
our feet, is relieved by the soft, mellow notes of the 
sea-birds which float through the air in varied yet 
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haxmonions cadence>and bythe Iott of distant calUe, 
just shaldng off thoir slothAil dreams. Hardly liave 
we disposed onr body to the requisite flatness, when 
a chatleiiug chorus of melody makes onv heart leap 
with eagerness, and our oyos strain with impalkiice 
to discern its soorco. Aha, we have them now I 
that Bmall, erratic cloud to the eastward, heanng 
directly before Uie wind towards our covert, sco^ 
a thrill through our being, •wLioli the-whole “spa- 
doDS flrmamont on high,” even on the loveliest of 
nights, has, we honesdy confess it, never succeeded 
in imparting. On they come, nearer, nearer, nearer. 
*W6 pucker op oar lips to greet their approach, but 
the saucy gale rendci-s our rude efibrts futile, and 
■\V 0 commit onr tmst to Providence and our pniated 
counterfeits. Now they arc within easy range, but 
somewhat scattered; with a violent effort at self- 
command, worthy of a Jjighcr cause, we remain mo¬ 
tionless, for there are evident Indications of a social 
spii-it in that joyous gi-onp, Tlioy pause, they 
swerve, they wheel npoii their tracks, and with 
motionless wings and a sweet low-mnrmui-ed greet¬ 
ing, they approach the fatal stools. How rash the 
confldonceJ How foul the troaeheiyl But, we 
mast also confess, how intense the excitement, as 
wepnil the right trigger at the ciiUcalmomont,aud 
then, as the deluded victims scatter wildly, with an 
out’oui-st- of appeal against man’s cmelty, give thorn 
the left barrel, and add three move to the list of 
feathered martyrs. With lightning speed, their 
thiDced ranks vanish beyond the nmghhoring sand- 
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}tiI1s, and reloading our gun, we haaten to gather tip 
the sltuD. 

Six i?ith the right and three with the left harrel, 
are pretty •wolllbr ahoglnniog; but «e had better 
have remained at our poet, for while we are ehasmg 
up one of the wounded birds, two more docks pass 
willdn easy range of our hiding-place. Huniedly 
twisting the neck of the fngitirc, wo resume onr 
lonely watdi, and before the broakfiist-Iiour of eight, 
which onrnnwontedly early oxcrtloDS have made n 
somewhat serious epoch, we have had two mom 
double shots, and increase J our score to twenty-ouo. 
BeantifnI, “beauiiful exceedingly” is the harden of 
game which we proudly carry back to our inn, leav¬ 
ing onr stools ns they stand. 

A hearty breakfast ntakes us feel like a neto man, 
and, lifter a fair discn-ision of its merits, lighting our 
pipe, wo again wend our way to the scene of out 
triumph. The cry is still they come; flock after 
flock presents its compliments, and leaves memen¬ 
toes of its presence; but towards noon the hot sun 
disposes the birds to listle&t inactivity, the flight 
diminishes, and finally stops. Returning to the house 
with a bag larger by only three birds than that of 
the morning, we kill the horns befovo dinner by a 
few casts into the breakers, and bind a ten-pound 
bass. 

With sharpened appetite, we welcome the savory 
dinner, and are quite contented to rest and let our 
prey rest till fivo o’clock, when fifteen more birds 
reward OUT post-prandial exertions, and make up a 
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total for the day of sixty plover aod one baaa. Wo 
alnk to sleep that night with the proud consdous- 
ncss that our iirst day’s pIoTer-tshooting has been a 
great sncocss; onr heart prays silently for a con- 
tiuiisoice of our good fortune, and wo indulge in 
sweet thonghts of home, and the pleasure our return 
laden with spoils will oanso, when our fiiends greet 
us and th<m at tho social hoard. 

The next day is as delightful; the sweet, thiilling 
mnsie agiun fills the air at short intervals; again our 
trusty hreech-loader sends its charge into the thidc- 
est of the “ brown,” or cuts down tlie straggler loot¬ 
ing for “former connpwuons all vanished and gone.” 
Again we call the swift-travelling flock from the 
very zenith, or whistle our lips into .a blister, endea¬ 
voring to attract tho waiy knowing ones that pause 
to look, only lo flee the faster; and the night finds 
us with a still larger bag, but without a bass. So 
cagor have we become, so fearful that wesliouldlosc 
a shot, and judging by the accnmnlatlug clouds in 
tho east that on the moiTow it may stoim, that wo 
stay oirt all day, except tho necessary moments for 
our tne.al8, and give no thought to tho monsters of 
the deep. 

Nor wero wo mistaken; llie movinw comas, Iho 
gathering storm has broken, .and no ereatnro of 
mortal mould ©au face its fury—at least no bird, 
with any pretensions to common sense or respeota- 
bility, wonld imperil his plumes by an unnecessary 
exposure to such an ordeal. So witb foi'oed patience, 
we get tlirongh tbe live-long day as best we <«n; 
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and on tie following day, baU a sky ns cloudless as 
tbe most ardent sportsmau could desire. Bat aUsI 
tbe f iglit has gooo hy, scared away pcrliaps by the 
storm, or retreating before the advanoiug fall; and 
when Ave take oar scat at the breakfast-table, we 
are obliged to admit that only uine birds haro fallen 
to onr gnu. 

But tbe irreprussihle and incstinguisbable host 
rises triumphant in this emergency. Hoboldlyeug* 
gusts that there must ht some sUiggarda, who have 
taiTicd, spell-bonnd by the attractions of such' a ter¬ 
restrial, or, rather ornithological, pmadiso; and 
accordingly, he hitchts up a vcneniblo specimen of 
the genns '■'JHquus” and we stait for an excnrsioti 
“ oTor the hills and far away.” Before we have ad¬ 
vanced a conple of miles we have bagged a half 
dozen solitary specimens of Bartram’s Sandpiper or 
Grey Plover, so dear- to the sportsman and the 
gonrmand, but have seen no trace of the object of 
our pursuit. When, suddenly, as we sutmount one 
of the swelling eminences which ai e the prevailing 
feature of tins district of couulry, we come upon a 
sight such as, perhaps, but few sportsmen have ovor- 
bchcld. A gentle hollow spreads before us, for 
several acres, literally covered with the ranks of the 
much-derire<l, the matchless Golden Plover. 

As they stand in sereied lemons, the white mark 
on their heads gives a strange chequered weirdness 
to the phalanx; and we involuntarily pause, S])el!' 
bound by the novelty of the qwctacle. Our host 
himself, though an old hand, owns that be has never 
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before gazed on such a sight. There they stand 
with hcacla erects nhd bodies motionlf^, just out of 
guiialiot. Their number is computed by our com¬ 
panion to be not less than three thousand, closely 
packed, and apparently awaiting our onset. What 
is to be done ? Delay may be fetal, but precipi¬ 
tancy would bo equally so: and our pulses stop 
beating under tbo stress of the einergenoy. Our 
horse also stops, obedient to an mvoluuiavy pull of 
the reins. We accept tho omen, and cautiously de¬ 
scend from our veliide; wurily crawling to within 
serenty yards, wo halt as wo sec iiomistaksble otI- 
dences of uneasiness and suspicion among Uic 
crowded ranks. They stoop, they run, they rise 
with “ a sounding roar,” to which the united report 
of our four barrels savagely responds. Away, away 
with headlong speed, scatter's and dissoh'os tLst 
moltitnclinons host, and we hasten to secure our 
spoils. 

Bnt, seventy yards make a long range for plover- 
sLootiug, and we nre somewhat chagrined to find 
that only six dead and seven wounded birds I'cmaiu 
as proofs of the accuracy of otir aim, and tho effi¬ 
ciency of our weapons. Hurriedly we plant our 
stools, hoping for the return of at least a consider¬ 
able portion of the vanished forces; but they have 
apparently had enough of our society, and, after 
two hours spent in ambush, with only an occasional 
shot at single stragglers or small flocks, wo wend 
our way bad: to the house. 

On the morrow we kill a dozen birds over the 
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(tools, before breakfast, among Thiuh are o spe< 
cimens of tlic beautiful Eequimaox Ourlcw or Futo, 
as he is commonly called, uiid which seems to be on 
tcj-cns of tho rlosoBt iniimacy mth onrGoldou friend. 
We Sad him to be a heavier bird, eqnaliy inclined 
to obesity, and, a-s ftiture experiments satisfy us, 
nearly as perfect in delicalo riebnees of fiaror. 

At nine o’clock Dobbin is again baruessed, and 
vn start for the scene of yesterday’s exploit Bnl 
the sighing wiud now sweeps over only a deserted 
moor, and. we dlreot our conrBe la a direction 
to make an inspection of Gi'eat Foud. Here, by 
good lock and maoagetnent, wo bag five teal and a 
black dnok, as woll as three passing plover. A few 
large fioeks of the latter are seen, but they are wary 
and unapproachable; and after sevcml fruitless ef¬ 
forts, we abandon their pursuit and start for dinner. 

Havii^ rendered foil justice to the merits of a 
bonntifol repast, which, if it is made prominent in 
this account, was still more proruiuent in out hungry 
thoughts, we stroll to the oceau-^e aud make a 
doKon casts for baas, but our luck seems to be on the 
turn and wo decide to leave on the morrow for 
Greenport. About an hour before sunset, a few 
birds are on tho wing, and we again seek the field 
of our first success. Here we make our fn,il efibrt, 
nnd ore rewarded with five noblo victims, kUled singly 
at long shuts, mid wo restore our breech-loader to 
its case. Wo have no tenson to bo dissatisfied with 
our four-days' sport, aud it is with n certain reliio- 
tfluc^ and a sincere resolve to renew our visit at an 
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oarly date, that we paA otaTaliae in anticipation of 
a sUrrt on the raorrow. 

0«r team is at the door; we hid adieu to some 
ladies of the hoofiohold (of whom while wi-iting 
these lines we hate thought ranch, though wo have, 
until now, said nothing), and, mounting by our host’s 
side, wc trot merrily over the hilU, rill we reach the 
deep sandy desert of the Kepcagne hcach. “A 
long pull, and a strong poll ” for an hour, brings us 
to “terra flrma” again, and rattling through the 
quaint old town of Eosthomptoii, after a charming 
drive, we reach Sag Harbor, where a most absurdly 
diminutive steamer, of just seveii-horse power, awaits 
to convey us to Oreenport We part flrom our host 
with sincere gratitude for the genial kindness which 
he has shown to ns dnving onv vidt, and step on the 
narrow deck of the tiny craft. Avoyagcofthirteeti 
miles, made under a full head of steam in just two 
honrs and a qnm tor, brings us once more to the 
beautiful village of (Ircenport, whoro the tatrs are 
awaiting us. 

We return with a hag full of guoic, nud the follow* 
ing general conclusions and precepts impressed upon 
our raind; In plover shooting use Xo. 6 shot iu the 
left barrel, for the birds ai-e of wonderful strength 
and require to be hit hard, orthey will fly an immense 
disi'ince even if “sick onto death,” and if crippled, 
will sneak, and hide, and nm, and c.au8e mach loss 
of time that is precious indeed. Do not fire too 
soonj asthe flock will generalIy“double” if allowed 
sitfficicDt time, and then is the chance to “take ’em 
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ao-wn.” Be patient, keep cool, aim aLcad of tlio 
Hide, aud keep tride awuke. 

On almost any day, fi'om tlie 25ili of Aogiwt to 
the lOih of September, there are sport and pleasuro 
;to be lad among lie wild sand-hills of Moctaui; 
aid if flierc has been a north-easterly storm, •with 
pitchforks full of rain and caps fuU of ■vv'ind, there 
will be Buoh an abundance of birds as only crperienco 
can concoivo of or appremto. That is an crent 
that most of us have yet to wait for. Reader, I 
wiailw'ere suffiolently nnselfsh to say honestly— 
may you enjoy it fii-sL 

Since I first •went to Montank, when large and jolly 
paifrieii of !>portnnen congregated every fall at Les¬ 
ter’s and Stiatton’s, some changes have taken place. 
The plover hare diminislied until tie chance of 
sport is nneertain, although occasional good days 
arc had; and there is a probability that tlio raUroad 
will intrude on its “ eveilasting hill^” and that 
fashionable watering places will replace the old-tiiDO 
sporting hotels. Then bid farewell, a long fare¬ 
well, to all the shooting. 
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Success in this cloligbtfiil sport dopends as nmcli 
upon the proper ncoeseories, together with experi¬ 
ence in minor matters, as in the gi-eat art of pro- 
poriy baudliiig tUo gnn. The best shot, badly 
equipped, will be snrpassed by an inferior murks- 
mau acenstomod. to the business, and thoroughly 
fitted ont for it. The shooting is done among high 
vepds, and h-nm small, light, and nnetablo skiCfe, 
which ai'e poled over muddy ehallon's with an un¬ 
steady motion that puts an end to skill which is not 
foanded on long praciioe. Tlic sport lasts only during 
the few hours of l»igli water, whoa the entire day’s 
bag must be made, end requires, after the bird lias 
been killed, a sharp eyo to rotrieve him amid the 
weeds and ftoating grass. 

The nnmber bagged, however, is eomoUmes pro¬ 
digious ; and althongh we rarely now hair of hun¬ 
dreds killed “in ntide,” ns was formerly not unnsual, 
the shots arc still frequently rapid, and the Fe.suU 
satisfactory. The bird rises heavily, its long legs 
Iiangiug down bebind; .flying slowly, it irrescnts au 
easy mark to any oncupoii terra firma, andif not shot 
at, will idigbt after proceeding thirty or forty yards. 

It comes on fi-om the north during the early part 
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of September, ami disappears so instautaiieously 
with the first heavy frosr, that our supeistitious 
hajmeu imagine it retires into the mud. It can, 
liowevor, fly strongly, as I have ocensionally had 
uupleaBant ovidoneo under peculiar circumstunoes, 
and in wid, windy weather. During low water, 
when it can run upon the muddy bottom among the 
thick stalks, whioU it does vapidly, it can hardly be 
flwbed by any bni die strongest and toughest dog, 
and is not frequently pursued; although many per¬ 
sons enjoy the hard ■walking and exposure of this 
plan, preferring to tramp over the quaking surftiee 
of our broad salt meadows, aud flushing the rail 
from amid Bome tnlk of reeds, kill him with the aid 
of their loved fellow-playmate, a liigh-atrung aettor 
or nntiring water spaniel. 

As the tide rises, however, and covers the bottom 
with a few incbc’s of water, the ridl, cniu;ht tbeding 
among its favorite wild oats, or on the grains of the 
high reeds, and ulai-mod at the advaudng boat, m 
forced to hake wing and present an easy mark to its 
destroyer. But if missed, although mutked down 
to an inch, it i-aroly rises a second time, having pro¬ 
bably escajied by swimming—a thorough knowledge 
of whioh is among its numerous accoiiiplialimcnt'S. 
The rail li-as a long, thin, and soft body, which it 
appears to have the faculty of compi'cssing; as it can 
glide amid the thick stems of reeds aud grass with 
wobderfnl rapidity; and if woondecl, it -will dive 
and swim under ■water, leavii^ its bill only project¬ 
ing, so as to I^d deflanoe to pursnlt. 
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Tfic first neceffidty of eqnipnifflit for thK sport, is 
a l)]'Cooli-loafling gnn, which not only auablos the 
sportsnuin to kUI double the numlMr of birds, but 
will occa4onalIy give him the benefit, by a rapid 
change in the charge, of a favorable pveseutation of 
n chance flock of ducks. Sut os many persons, out 
of a wait of knowledge or of funds, still oUng to 
the old inu7zle-loader, it may bo well briefly to men¬ 
tion the artadfs that tend to modify its infmority. 

Of course, as the shooting occupies but a few 
hours, nnd in good days the birds are peipetuully on 
the wing, it is essential to load rapidly; and to do 
this the sportsman places on .a thwart before him a 
tin box divided into coTupanmcntsfor powder, shot, 
caps, and wads, or, as I prefer, two boxes, one ftllod 
•with po’wdor und the other with the other materials. 
For many reasons there should be a lid over the 
jxiwder—to prevent its bouig ignited by a clianee 
spark or blown away by a strong wind—aud the 
ordinary flask is frequently used in sintc of the con¬ 
sequent delay. A double scoop, made of tiu or 
brass, and regulated to the precise load, is i>bced 
among the powder and the shot, and a solid loading 
stick hes near at hand. 

By these means the vapidity of loadlug is more 
than doubled; the powder is dropped into botli bar 
riils at once by means of the double scoop, wads are 
driven home by a single blow of the rod, both bfw- 
vols are cliargcd with shot at once in the same man¬ 
ner, the caps arc within easy reach, and tbo gun is 
loaded in less Ibau half the time consuoied in the 



31B 


EAUr SHOOTING. 


ordinary process. The shot may be made into cuv- 
tridges of paper mth a wad at the upper end, and 
thoa a few additional of tbo predoas seoonds saved. 
Both barrels arc discharged before either is reloaded,. 
and the birds are I'etricved immediately. 

The sportsman stands oi-eot, without any support 
to modify the unsteadiness consequent upon the 
in-egolnr motion of the boat, and requires praolioo, 
not merely to enable him to talce aim, but eren to 
retain his footing. Where the water is low and the 
I'oeds strong, this diffioulty is augmented, as the boat 
entirely loses its way after orery push, and advances 
by jerks that utterly confuund a novice. Experi' 
ence, however, being acquired in loading rapidly 
and In i-cuvining his bal^uicc, the sportsman’s labors 
are ea.sy; but the punter requires many Ulffercnt 
qualities, and u[)on bis excellence mainly depends 
the final result. 

He must possess juilguient to select the best 
gronnd, strength to mge on the boat unllaggiugly, 
and an inordinate dcvelopmcntoftbebmnp of locality 
to mark the dead birds. Tlie bird once killed and 
the sportsman part ended, then the pniitor displays 
1)18 ability; and if thoroughly versed in Hs craft 
will push the boat through tall reeds, and matted 
weeib, and fallen oat-atalks, aud drifted grass, with 
wonderfnl acenraoy to the very spot, and peering 
down amid the roots, will distiugiuah the brown 
featbors almost covered with water and hidden by 
the vegetable growth. 

In order to retrieve quickly, a wide-mesbed soap- 
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net is a great convenience 5 but to macli: well, a man 
must be endowefl by nature with that peculiar gilt. 
Atnoug the vast mass of nndistinguiahable marine 
plants that spring from the muddy bottom and rise a 
few iiicbea or many feot above the surface, it would 
seem iinposwblc to determine, within an approach to 
accuracy, where some bird, vi^le only for a moment 
and cut down when just topping the reeds, has 
falleu ; and when another bird rises to meet the same 
fate, and perhaps a dozen arc down before the lirst 
is Tctrieved, buccossfnl marking becomes a mU-aolo. 
With some pnntere on the Delawai-e, where their 
names nee &moi)S, so wonderful is the precision that 
nvery bird, if killed outright, will be recovered, and 
even a poormarksinau will make a respeetalile return; 
but when the gentleman shoots badly and the mnn 
marks wome, mil-shooting is unprofitable. 

For this sport, thus followed, it will be seen that 
a punter is indispensable, and it is made thcbudiiass 
of a hurge class of men along the salt marshes wheic 
the rail most do congregate; and wherever a punter 
eiunot be obtained, ns in the wilder portions of our 
country, rail-shooang cannot be had. 

From the neccfssity for rapid firing, the immense 
advantage of a breech-loader mmtbe apparent; the 
tide rarely serves for over two or three hours, and 
to kill more than a hundred birds in that time with 
a mu^le-loader is a remarkable feat, as it requires 
almost the entiretimeforthe mere loading and firing 
of the gnn; but the breech-loader may be chaiged 
ill an instant, and enables the sportsman to improve 
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ih© luvky ehnnoe of coming npua a goodly collection 
of birds, imd mabo tbo most of tbe scanty tune 
permitted to him. 

Nono of tho^e vexatioTis mistakes that ocoasionaUy 
bappeo to til© best Sportsmen can befall him; tbo shot 
cannot get into tbe wrong barrel, nor tho cap be for- 
gotton; tho powder is not exposed to ash<» from a 
careless man’s dgav; mid there being no huiny, tiiero 
is more probability of steady nci-vea and a true 
aim. 

Tlio charge should be light—tliree^iiarters of an 
onnee of shot and two drachms of powder being abun¬ 
dant to kill the soil and gentle rail—and pellets at 
least as fine as Ko. 9 are preferable to coarsor sizes. 
01<1 c-arlridges, that have boon split and mended by 
gnmniiiig a jncco of paj^cr over tlie oi-aek, may be 
need in tbe bi'eeoh-londer, provided tlie sportsman 
desires to indulge in pralseworiliy economy, or is 
deficient in a supply. 

The sport is extremely exciting; the boat is fowed 
ntong with considerable, rusth'ng ;md breaking of 
stems nud stalks; the bright sun streams down 
npon the yellow reeds and lights up tho vnriogatod 
foliage of the distant shore; the weaves of the bay or 
river, I’ising apparently to a level with the eye, 
sparkle in the gentJe breeze that bends tbe sedge 
grass in successive waves; neighboring boats come 
and go, approach and recede; the rapid reports are 
heal'd in all directimis, like drcwoiks on tho Fourth 
of Jidy; the spoitsman stands erect, and eager with 
do’jrious exwtement, near the bow; the punter 
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halancea himself, and iriolda Ilia long pole dextci- 
ously on a small platfcnn at the stern. 

Silently a bird, riang close to tic boat, wings its 
way, with pendeut logs and feeble sti-okes, towards 
some one of its miinerons hiding-plaoes; instantly 
the pimier plants his pole di-mly in the bottom, hold¬ 
ing die skiff stationary, the sjiortsinau biings up his 
pieec, mid, -with deliberate aim, scuds the charge 
straight after the doomed vail, which pitches hea<l- 
long out of sight, 'fho piuiter has marked him by 
tliat single wild rice-stalk with the broken top, and 
heads the boat at once towards the place ; but ero 
he has advanced a dozen feel, another bird starts niid 
offers to the expectant sportsman, who has hie gun 
still “at a ready,” another favorable chance, and, 
meeting the same Jhte, falls into that low bunch of 
matted wild outs. The brccch-loiider opens, the 
charges are extracted and oihei-s insei-ted, just in 
time to iiinke sure of two rail that rise simul- 
laneonsly, still ero the first has been reached, and 
which are both tumbled over and marked down— 
one, however, wing-tipped, and never- to be seen by 
mortal eye t^mn. 

Thus have I experienced it on the Dolawai'c, at 
llaokensaok, and, in foi-mor days, among the tribu¬ 
taries of Jamaica Bay, and at many other places where 
mure or loss success has attended me. Although 
never having enjoyed great Inolc, never having 
sidvancoil beyond the fli-st hundred, and claiming to 
be no such nioiksuian as sevei-al of my friends, I 
have had wondrous spoi-t. Of a good day, when thu 
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tide is f.ivoraljlo and the game plenty, the oxeitouieiit 
is eoDtinnoDs, and increased hy a sense ef compe- 
titaon. 

Other sportsmen are on the same ground, stop¬ 
ping probably at the same hotel and shooting in 
close proximity—occasionally too close, if th^ arc 
thoughtless or careless. ITot only will a clinige of 
mnstavd seed sometinies rattle against tlie boat, hut 
ix aptjuow and dien, to pierce the clothes and[X)nc- 
trate the sWn, followed by an irritation of mind and 
body; but when tbo tide has Men, and the sport is 
over, a comparison of the bag made by caoh sports- 
n»an is inevitable, and no general assertions of round 
nambers will answer, but the birds must be pi-o- 
diiced. Itisvmu to claim what cannot be exlublted, 
and more than useless to talk of the itninonse (Quan¬ 
tities that Were Idlled but not retiiured; such ex¬ 
cuses are answered by ridicule, and if the poor shot 
would avoid being a butt, ha must bo modost and 
enbiuissive. 

There is danger too, at limes, althougli an miset 
in the weeds can resnlt in nothing worse than a wet¬ 
ting of oneself and one’s aiainunitlon, and the ruin 
of the day’s enjoyment; but 1 was once on the Dela¬ 
ware, oppogte Chester, when a fierce noi th-wester 
va6 blowing, wMoh bad driven much of tbo water out 
of the bay and river. The tide, of course, was poor, 
having difficulty to rise at all against the gale, which 
kept on inci'earing every moment, and tbo birds 
were scarce and difficult to fluslu The work of 
poling was Laborious; the boats stopped aftew evei y 
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pnsb, and tbo lieavy swell from tlie bvoflcl vItov, roll- 
fug ia a long disUiros atnong the I'uedi^, added a new 
motion to their naturid insteadine.ss. 

Of coarse the apoit was not oncoaroging, and the 
accidents were nntnerous; several sportsinen fell over¬ 
board, one Tii>fet his boat, uiid my man came so near 
it—his polo slipinng at the moment he was exerting 
bis atmoat strength (ipon it—that lus efforts to re¬ 
cover hw balance reminded me of dancing tlie lioi'n- 
pipe in a state of frenzy. Ho ticked np more ea|>er», 
and indnlgcd in more contortions on the little pial- 
form, scarcely a foot squai’e, which he occupied, than 
I sn|>po8ed possible wiiliout dislocation of a limb; 
but he imvusgcd, however, to regain his equDihriiitn, 
and neither fell overhoai-d nor upset the skiff 

These little incidents, and tho shooting, such as it 
was, kept the p.arty, which was niimei-ous, interustc^l 
until the time cniiie for reci'ossing the river to oiir 
hotcl. Tliei'8 w.as no stopping-place on our present 
side of the river, which presented one appm-eiilly 
undless view of waving reeds j and the jUternativo 
was simply to cross tho open river, or pass the night 
ill our boats. The swell had inorcaaed 'into high 
waves capped with snowy foam, and threatened de- 
slrucliun to our low-sided, short., and narrow boats. 
Many were the coiiBultatioas between tho I’arions 
punters, and grave were the doubts expressed of a 
safe crossing; but ns thei'e wne no help for it, the 
trial had to be made. 

Selections were chosen of favorable startlng-pointa, 
and moat of the party put out at about the enme 
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limo—the spertemae lying on the bottom at full 
length in the etein, and the oai’stnan timing his 
fiti okes to Ihe •noicneo of tho scit. Tiie wnves broke 
over US coutanually; it was ueccssaiy to bail every 
few miimtes, and several hod to put buck wlicu they 
uict with some more than usually heavy wave, and 
take a fresh start-, alter emptying the snperlluons 
■water. Of course we were drenched to tho skin, 
but found H spoedos of consolntion in knowing that 
no one had the advautage of another. Had any of 
our boats upset, although -wo might have clung to 
them and drifted back among tiie reo<ls, wo could 
ha'vc eftbeted a landing uo^vherc, and would proba¬ 
bly have terminated our career then and there; had 
ibis happened to a Ccrtiiin little skiff tliat bold two 
men and very few rail, this account would probably 
nevor have been writceu. However, ftite ordained 
otherwise, nnd we reached our destination in safety. 

'ITie best locality for rail-shooting is along tho 
marshy shores of the Delaware River, above and 
below Philadelphia; many birds are also killed on 
the Haokenssick and the Connecticut; they are 
abiinilaut on the James River, and donhtlcss firthor 
south, but are not shot there; and ihoy are found 
scattered over the ftesh as well as the salt marshes 
thronghont the entire country. I have killed them 
in the eoi'n-hclds of Tlinois while iu pursuit of the 
prairie (diicken, and have bagged several smd heard 
many among the wild rice of the di-owaed shores of 
Luke Erie, They are a migratory bird, and pass to 
the sontbwoi'd in tlie early fiill rather in advance of 
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the Euglish enipe, and alight at any damp qwta foi- 
a temporary rest -wherever the growth of plauta 
promisee nutriment. 

They arc often AuAhed by the snipe-shooter, to- 
getiter with the larger ii-esh-wa-ter rail, raUm elegms, 
and their ciirioTis cry resounds along the reedy 
marshes -wheie the wild-fowler pnrsues the early 
clucks. Nevertheless, they ai-e difficult to flush aud 
kill where there is no tide to drive them from their 
mndcly retreats, and where the ground is too heavy 
for a dogj nml, oompai-atively speaking, on fresh 
water, imTesx the wind shall hare caused a tempo¬ 
rary rise, they arc safe from iiyury. 

'ITieir voices reply with the guttuial “kiek-krek- 
krek” to the noise of tim boat, and taiinbiDgly bo:ist 
of thinr nhondaDce .and their security. Moreover, in 
a now eonntry, wliere larger game is still plontifnl, 
tlio cxcellenceci of the tender hut diounutive rail are 
lost sight of by compariBon -witli his more profitaiile 
compeers; and except along the Atlantic coast, he 
is known as a game-bird neither to the sportsman 
nor the couk. 

Prom the frict that he is rarely seen in the spring, 
and iloM not at that season give his enemies a chance 
to ])revent his reaching his nesting-places at the ihr 
north—hut only-risite ns during a few short weeks in 
the fall, and then is notmudi e:qiosed, except la cer¬ 
tain localities—bis race will he pi-eseived iu uudimi- 
nished numbers for manygeoei'ations; the light ski^ 
wilt carry tlie eager dty sportsman along the shores 
of the Delaware, the Hackensack, and the cove on 
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the Connecticut, and the lafnd reports trill ooniuiua 
to reverberate over the reedy marshes. 

There are two varfetdcs, the short-biUod or sora- 
i-oil, ra/lus CaroUtaa ; and the long-billed, or Yir- 
^nia rail, ro/fcw Virffinianui, trhioh aro easily dis- 
tiugaiBhed by this peculiarity, and differ, also, 
idightlyin plumage. The soya-rail are by far tbe 
most numerous, especially along the sea-ooast, and 
are usually reforred to as “the rail,” but both are 
shot and oaten mdiscriminatcly. Their habits, mode 
of fiigh(, and gasti-ouomic qualities, appear to be 
idenlioal, but 1 think tho Virginia luil are propor- 
tionnlly more numerous at the West, having a 
slight prefftionoe, perhaps, for. tho fresh water. 
Their food must be, however, essentially different 5 
for while tlie sora, on account of its short bill, must; 
be confined to the seeds of its fiivorite reed, zimosa, 
or Uie grains of the wild oats, the Virginia rail, with 
its longer bill, also draws much of its nourishment 
from snails and aquatic insects, aud is considered by 
some less delicate in fiavor than the former variety. 

About the fifth of September, before the English 
snipo are numerous, although their taunting “soaip ” 
may be oocaaonally heard on tluur broad, open 
fee^ng-gronnd 3 ;.cre the dneks have maralialled 
their legions in retreat &oni the chilly blasts of tho 
north, after the bay-birds, with the erception of tho 
“ short-neck,” shall have mainly passed to the south' 
ward, and before the quail are laige enough to kill— 
the sportsman arms himself with bis breech-loader, 
and diiviiigto Uaokensnek or laldug slcambcat from 
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Pliiladelpbia, embai-is in the eKglit skill' usually 
called n “ rail-boat,” and practises his hand—^possi- 
V>iy out of exerdse sineo the woodcock days of early 
July—^upon tbo tome and languid rail 

His cartridges are prepared for the occasion; as 
be does nut intend to devote more than a dayor 
tvvo to the amusement, he takes with him a light 
Biiit, appropriate to the boat and the ^eatlier, gaitor 
eboos, diimud punts and shirt, and bis 7ateri)roof, to 
meet a temporary shower, and be lays in snlbcient 
liquid for bims^Jf uud his idud, knowing that salt air 
produces thirst, and country inns bad spirits. Thus 
armed and equipped, if he is fortunate Guongh to 
have high tides, he is almost sure to enjoyfiue sport, 
and bring bonro a bag of game that will ihmish forth 
his table riglrt handsomely to a goodly compauy, or 
go far and apreadmnchsalisiHocion among his friends 
who may he the fovtunaic rociiiicnts. Tiio lieate of 
the enmmer solstice are over, the birds will keep 
several clays ndth care, and the sportsman has not to 
dread mthertJjehnitiingsimof August or the freeing 
blasts of winter. 

Many double shots present thomselTea in rail- 
shooting; uud upon tlie iniinucr in wliich these aro 
turned to account, and the brilliancy with which a 
bird that rises while the spoitsmaii is in the act of 
loading, is covered with the hastily charged bairel 
and cut down, depends the superiority of one marks- 
ninn over another. In the days of the mn^elcdoade)', 
I buve killed many a bird with one barrel while the 
I'ainrod was still in the other, and hare shot several 
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with tlie "barrels resti)^ on my arm, when they had 
slipped from my hand in hilo^g the gun «p hur¬ 
riedly to my ehonlder. Eroty angle vise should he 
secured as matter-of-course, and most of the double 
ones, care being taken in the latter to obey that 
great ruin, of always killing the more diflicnitshot 
hint 5 if you shoot right-liandcd, as the majority of 
persons do, and one bird flies to thv right and the 
olhox to The loft, shoot first at the former, and you 
will have less difficulty in biingiiig back the gun 
towards the latter 

Fever relax your vigilance, as the birds rise 
sUently, without the warning wliistle of the wood¬ 
cock or whirr of the ^nail, at the least expected 
inomont; and if the pnntci- attempts to direct your 
attention, the elioiices are ton to one that you look 
in the wrong qnaitcr. 

Tlie rail, while being a pleasant bud to shoot, is 
also a pleasant bird to eat. There is no variety of 
ont wild ganie,largeor small, that U more delidoua j 
its flavoris excellent,audits teudomess beyond oom- 
liarison; it may not have the rich full flavor of that 
noblest of them all, the big-eyed woodcock, nor the 
savory raeiness of the full-breasted quail, nor the 
.strong game taste of the stylish ruffed grouse, nor 
the unequalled richness of the kingly canvas-back— 
but in tender, melting delicacy it is hardly sui-passcd. 
If cooked in perfection, it drops to pieces iu the 
month, leaving only a delightful residuum of onjoy- 
mciit. It should be floated in rosy wine, and wash¬ 
ed doum with the ruby daret, and accompanied by 
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ffied potatoes, tiin and crisp as a new bank note. 
Tt may bo preceded by th© piiee ds reaiitame^ and 
tbould be followed only by salad, wMcli may in fact 
bo eaten with it, if dressed with sofficient purity. 

Kill your rail handsomely in the field, missing not 
more than one in twenty, present him pi oporly and 
with doe appreciation on the table, and cat him with 
the grautndc that ho deserves. 

It is only of late years tiiat many mil were killed 
at tho Koiith. Tlio old-timo buttue of the negroes 
at. night-time, with puddles and torchc.?, did not 
amount to mnch, hub now hundreds arc Wiled daily' 
through the season in the rivers below Washington, 
(tlUiongh the weather is usnally so hot that half of 
them spoil. In tiiose extensive marshes, two hun¬ 
dred to Q giiii is a moderate day’s bag. Still the 
nambers of this excellent little bird Itave not sen¬ 
sibly diininishcd, .and good sjH>rt ia liatl every year 
on the Conneetiunt and tho Delaware. 



CHAPTER Vin. 


WILD-POWI SHOO-J'ITG. 

It is 0 ot proposed to give any extended accunnt 
of wild-fowl sliooting as practised on the waters of 
T/3rg Island, or in the neighborliood of the great 
Northern oities; the unsportsmanlike modes of 
proceeding wbich are there in vogue, and wliich, 
while oontravening all true ideas of sport, insult com¬ 
mon sense by the rnthlees injury they indict, have 
been fhlly set forth by other writers. 

Ill stationing a battery—that imitation coffin, 
wliioh should be a veritable one, if justice had its 
way, to every man who enters it—and in lying prone 
in it through the cold days of winter, the inarkel- 
maii may find his pecuniary profit, but the gentleioau 
can receive no pleasoie; while the penu.animt injury 
iu&oted by driving away the duolcs from their feed- 
iug-grounds, and making them timorous of stop- 
jjing at all in Wfitei's from any and all portions of 
wbioh unseen fees uiay arise, is ten times as great 
as the temporary advantage gained; and as for calling 
that sport, wliioli is merely the weai'isome eodur- 
ance of cold and tedium to obtain game that might be 
killed more liandsomely, and in the long ran more 
abundantly, by other roetliods, is an entire misappli 
cstiou of the word. 
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So long ns the stiootor confines himself to points 
of land or sedge, 'whether he uses decoys or awaits 
^0 accMcntid passage of the birds, he not onlyper- 
mits himself a change! of position andsufficient motion 
to koep his blood in circulation, but he allows tfao 
frightened docks that Lutc already lost sereial of 
their number in runuing the gannClet, a secure 
rc^at in the open 'watei's, and undisturbed rest at 
nionl time. And so long as this is granted them they 
will tai ry, and trost to their sharp eyes atid rinick 
ears to save their lives; bat when they cannot feed 
in peace, and -when they can find no haven of safety 
in the broad expanse of w.ater, they will inevitably 
coniinne their migration, and seek more hospitable 
quarters. 

Wild-fowl shooting, as pursued at the West, or 
even at the South, is glorious and exliilaruting; 
thei'e the spovuman has exercise, or the assistance 
of his fiiitbfiil and Intelligent retriever, and U re¬ 
quired to bring info playtlie higher power's of his 
nature. He manages his own boat, or he stands 
Kecnrely npou the firm ground, and if he has riot a 
canine compauiou, diases bis crippled birds and re> 
tiieves the dead ones by bis own unaided efforts. 

At the West, althoii^ the vast n'ornbcrs do not 
collect that congregate in the Chesapeake Bay and 
Oanituek Inlet, there is an indepeudenoe in the 
mode of pnrsnit that has a peculiar ohaitn; and from 
the facilities afforded by the nature of the ground, 
the excellent cover' finuished by the high i-eeds, and 
the immense number of single shots, the average 
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success ia as great aa in the more open watera of the 
Southern const. 

Tiie employment of retrievers is not general in 
onr country', which is, hy the character of its marslics 
nnS growth of plants, hotter suited for the full dis¬ 
play of their capacities than any ether. There are 
certaiii objoctiems to the use of a dog in wild*fowl 
shooting, which, although entirely ovcrbulaneed in 
the •writer’s opinion by the torrespondiug advan¬ 
tages, are onqu^tionably seiious. The season for 
duck-shooting is mtunly late and cold, when it is 
essential to the shooter’s comfort that his boat 
shonld be dry; but the dog, with every retrieved 
bird, comes hack dripping with wet, and if he 
docs not let it drain into the bottom of the skiff, 
where it “swashes” about ovoi' dothes and boots, 
shakos himself iu a way to deluge with a mimic 
Mtaract every person and tiling within yards of 
him. 

It is onreasonable to ask of the intclhgent Mid 
devotod but sliiveriug creature, that he should re¬ 
main standing in the IVeezing water or upon the 
damp sedge; and if the master is as little of a brute 
as his companion, and has a spai-o coat, the dog will 
have it for a bed, regardless of the oonrequenoes. 

Kor is this the only difliculty; tbr unless the 
niiinnd has instinctive judgment as well aa careful 
ti-ainiiig, he may iu open water upset the frail skiff, 
by either jumping out of it, or clambering into it 
injudiciously. AthonghlM creature nrnybe taught 
to make his entry and exit over the stern, but un- 
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furtiinAlely, some of tiie most enthu^tic and scr 
vioc'iiWe dogs have Uttlo discrciion ov forethought; 
and unless lie is trained to pei-ftot quiet, aud biokeu 
to citire immobility at the most exdling momeuca, 
he is apt to mterfere sadly with the sport. 

In spite of tliise inconvooiencQS, however, the loss 
of miiiiy of Ins birds—araouiiting, amid tUe ileiiao 
reeds of the western lakes, to nearly onci-half of the 
whole number—will satisty the sportsman that the 
retriever, with his devoted and wonderful sagadty, 
to say nothing of his delightful companionship, is a 
most dcidrahle acquisition. Where the 8j>ortaman 
is forced to pursno his cahing solitary and alone, so 
far as human associates arc concerned, he will find 
tho presence of his fom'-footed friend a great satis- 
fiicfioa, and, fimid the solitary aud unemployed mid¬ 
day bom's, a pleasant resource. 

Tlio dog is the natural companion of llie sporta- 
nuui—the partaker of his plcusui'ca, the coadjutor of 
his triumphs; and whenever his peculiar gills can 
he used to advantage, It is a gi-atiheation to both to 
call upon him. The knowledge that be will acquire 
in time is truly marvellous. Not only does he pos¬ 
sess the power of smell, hut his eyes^ht and bear¬ 
ing far mitpnss those of man; he will often discorn 
a deck long Irefore it is viable to human cyoa, and 
his motions will warn bis master of its apiiroach. 

£tis training can be carried on beyond limit; his 
knowledge increases daily, and bis devotion Is un¬ 
bounded. Of all the race, the retriever k peolmbly 
the most intelligent; as, in fact, intelligence is one 
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of hiB necessnry c(naUficatiou9. For tlais work no 
breed has the slightest valae artless the individuala 
possess i-ftre sagacity and almost buiuau judgment. 
'Some of the roost valaablo Fiigllslt dogs hare been 
from an accidental cross; and a pave cur with ahoavj 
coat is often as good as any other. 

There is in England a strain of dogs known as 
retrievers; they are mostly used in connexion with 
upland sliootiog, as English pointers and setters avo 
not broken to feloh; bnt tbo favorite niiitnals for 
wjld-fowl shooting, which have made their namo 
nolorions in counezion with this specialty, have 
genanlly come from parents neither of wLiuli pos¬ 
sesses the trnc retriever blood. 

In this country the best breed will Imve some of 
iho Kowfoondland strain; the animal mast be 
clothed with n dense coat of tliiok hair to endure 
the severe ezposnre to which he is subjected, and 
must be endowed with a natural aptitude and pas¬ 
sion for swimming. The usual color is dark, whioh, 
in the writer’s judgment, is a great mistake; aud the 
only rtolly distinct breed of retrievers is known as 
that of Baltimore. 

In the Svmberii States the dog, as nn assistant in 
wild-fowl shooting, has always been in far greater 
r(^nte than at the liTorth; although the inland lakas 
of the latter, the extenmve marehes do'-ely grown 
up with tall eimosas, matted wild oats, and thick 
weeds, make his services fer more desirable. At 
the South alone has any intelligent attention been 
given to raising a superior strain of retrievers; and 
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w}iutb(s Beek on aoiioal tliut 1)7 his coriuus 
moltons will toll diuiks np to the staud, or hy liis 
■mtm-Al intelligence will ad the pnutrshootor in 
recovering bis garaO) it is at the South alone tliat 
we can iind ony .'idmilted pedigree. 

In tlie Northern States, however, tlio “native,” 
as bo is called at the West—probably from the fact 
that lie is hivariahly a foreigner—selects any pro¬ 
mising pup, and by means of much flogging and 
steady tvork trains him to a Xliiat knowledge of his 
duties. A youug dog loves to letcb, and will tako 
pleasure in diasiog a ball throw for bUu round the 
room, and if be is a water-dog, naturally brings from 
' the water a stick cast into it, so that the routine part 
is easily impressed upon liim; but an animal with 
this proficiency alone is sesuoely worth keeping. 

A good dog must have intuitive quickness of 
thought and judgment; he roust know enough to 
lie peifcctly motionloss wbon a flock is approaohiag; 
he must understand how to rcti'icrc his birds judi- 
doitsly, hrluging ^the cripples fii-st; ho must have 
perseverance, endui-anee, and great personal v%or. 
A duck is onnuiog, and to outwit its many artifices 
and ovanons the rdaiever must have greater shi'ewd- 
ness; it can skulk, and hide, nud swim, and simak, 
.and be must have the patience to follow it, and the 
strengtli to capture it. Woudeifol stories are told of 
the many exhibitions of what seems inuoh like human 
reason, evinced by some of the celebrated, retrievers. 

But probably tho rarest quality for a dog or man 
to posso^ and the most ueoessury to both, if they 
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would excel io field sports, is the power of seU-re- 
Btrdnt. To ask an animal, trembllog all over with 
deliriona excitenient, to lie down and remain per¬ 
fectly niodooless daring those most trying moments 
when the duoks aro approaching aud being k^led, 
is to demand of him s sel^ntrol greater than 
would be often found in his master. Yot upon this 
quality iu tlio dog depends the entire question of 
bis value or wortlfiessness; if he makes the slightest 
motion, the quick eyes of tho birds ai-e sure to dis¬ 
corn it; aud if ho bounces up at the first disobarge, 
he will certainly destroy bis inusi.er’s chance* of 
using Jiis second barrel, and perhaps iqwet him over 
the side of the boat. 

It is to avoid the sharp eyes of the duoks that a 
black color for the dog has been condemued. Amid 
the yellow aud brown reoils of tho marshes, or upon 
tho reflectiTo eurftice of the open water, black, from 
its cap:icity for absorbing the rays of light, is visible 
at au immense distance. Yellow, brown, or grey 
axe tlio best shades 5 and auy color is preferable to 
black, JElod is selected by the Southeruei's lor their 
tolling dogs, but this is with tho purpose of making 
them attractive. 

Many persons conomre that a dark coat is warmer 
for .an animal than white, an idea that is carried into 
praoiice in the ordinaiy winter dross of human be¬ 
ings ; but it is refuted not only by the daiplest prin¬ 
ciples of science, but by the natural covering of the 
animals that inhabit the cold olimesof the north. The 
polar bear is clothed in white, while tho aoulfaern hoar 
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is a deep black; acdmwyof the animals and some 
birds that pass tbo winter in the ai-otic regions, change 
their di'«iS3 in winter Jromdarkto grey or pare wJiite. 

Undoubtedly wth a retriever the first point is to 
oonsder bis protection a^iunst cold; plangiug as be 
does at short intervalB into water at a low' tempera- 
tare, and exposed when emerging to the still colder 
blasts of .Jlolne, ho must be rendered comfortable 
as far us possible at the sacrifice of cvoiy ether oon> 
sideratioQ. This is attained by the thickness more 
than tbu otOor tri* liis coat; and the writer has al¬ 
ways fancied, whether correctly or not, that curiy 
hair is warmer than sli-aight hair. 

I'he matted coat of the Newfoundland dogs—^the 
smafier breed being preferable by reason of sire—is 
extremely warm, and where its color is modified by 
jndirious crossing, is oil that can be desired; while 
the instinctive intelligence, the devotion, faithful¬ 
ness, docility, and interest iu the sport, of these 
admirable animals, fit them in tin extraordinary 
degree for wild-fowl shooting. Ooming from the 
north and ucciistomed to playing iu the water, they 
can, without clanger, face the element in Ha colder 
state; and whetberit be to chase astink thrown into 
the waves by their yonthftil human playmates, or 
to recover ducks shot by their spotting ow'ner, they 
take naturally to all agnatic amusements. 

Nevertheless, ae has been heretofore remarked, 
ultLongh it is well to have a slight stiunoftheNew- 
fonnclland, no distinct hreed'is necessary to make a 
good retriever. Our ordinary setters are sometimes 
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l1Qstlr][)»s^able for the jnirpose; aad au^ traotable 
(log, if well tmoed, •w’iU answer in a measure. 

How different it is to stand in tie narrow skiff 
among the tall reeds at earl)' dawn, with tie eager 
and expectant, though bumble, associate, crouched 
in the bottom upon hie especial mat, and there in 
the iuoreasing light that paints the east with many 
oiangittg hu^ to ^gle out the best ohances from 
the passing iiooks, and have your skill doubly en¬ 
hanced by lie intelligent oobperatiou of your com¬ 
panion ; than to lie, cramped, cold, and euffuiiug, all 
through the weary hours, stretched at fall length 
upon your back with eyes staling up to Heaven and 
straining to catch a glimpse of ^e horizon over 
your beard or forehead; and oeoasionally to rise to 
an equally oonstralnod posture that is neither sitting 
nor lying, and do your best to discharge youi- gun 
with some judgment at a passing frock of fowl! 
Who can hesitate in selecring the mode in which ho 
will pursue the spoit of wild-fowl shooting? Most 
of the favorito varieties of ducks, iacluding many 
that are known among ornithologists as sea-ducks, 
ftdigvice, are foimd in the many scattered ponds, 
the shallow marshes, or the extensive inland seas 
of the great west; whQe the swaus and geese are 
shot, the former along the larger rivers and lakes, 
and the latter hi the corn fields. It is true that the 
enormous flo^s that collect in the lagoons and bays 
of the Simth are rarely seen; but the flight of small 
bodies or mngle Mrds is more conthmous, and pro 
bably tbe total number even laiga. 
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It is impossiblo to pai-tionbirize locdities as pro- 
emlneut ibr this sport where so many are good; 
aiid the Bwamps, riTWB, lakes, oultiratod -delds, and. 
evon open praiiies of Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Michi¬ 
gan, Iowa, Nebraska, Dakota, Colorado, Minnesota, 
and ‘Wyooting, and the "ff estern Jiouutry generally, 
abound- in their seasons ndth Ttu-ious deacrixifclons 
of Avild-fowl. An English Bportainuu, who had 
spent many years in the West, gave it as his opinion 
ibat tho place for all varieties of sport in the 
■world was Son^em Minnesota. 

Althoagh tho use of a light siciff is always dearable 
and adds enormously to the comfort of the shooter,, 
circumstances will oilcn wise Uiat will depri'vo him 
of its use; and in such case be has no bettor re¬ 
source than to don his long wading boots, and tramp 
through the shallow water until he comes to a Ihvor- 
able ^ot, perhaps the deserted bouse of a family 
ofbeavers; and there, perched upon its eiimimt and 
couceolcd by the snirornidiog i-ecda, torerngu him¬ 
self to lire inevitable inconveniences of his positioa. 
When bis feet grow cold in spite of dieir india- 
rubber casing, and Ms mnsdes weary for want of 
rest, 1)0 will long &r the dry skiff; .and when he 
comes to “back” his load eff game—consisting, if 
he is snccoa^nl, of geese, eauvas-backs, red-heads, 
mallards, blne-bDIs, widgeons, and perhaps a swan— 
across the mnddy -HatB a mile or two to di-y land, hc- 
wili long ibr it still more intensely. 

For shooting ducks the best weather is dark, or 
even rainy, as at such times the birds fly closer tu 
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the earth, beang unable to follow their course, and 
do not percMTB tie aportsiuan so readily. But as a 
natural consequaice, the sportsman’s atnmuuitiou 
becojues damp and his clothes wot, while the old- 
fogy owner of the muzzle-loader will unj ustly anathe- 
inatize Bley’s water-proof caps when liis gun misses 
fire, instead of blaming his own stupidity. The iii- 
ades of bands will fonl and the outsides rust; the 
loading-stiolc will become dirty and the sportsman’s 
hands and face grimy; and then the happy possessor 
of the breecWoader, when he bandies his clean car¬ 
tridges, although one occasionally may stick, will 
thank his good fortune and bless Lefhucheaux. 

A strong wind forces the birds out of their safe 
course, up and down tlie open “leads,” upon the 
various points where the fowler, selecting the mt«t 
favorable by watching the Sight, takes hU stand; 
and, when they are heading against it, reduce their 
speed fiom the lightning rate of ninety miles an 
bonr to reasonable delibei-ation 5 but when they are 
travelling with it, renders the art of IdlUng them 
one of no easy acqmsition. 

Li shooting wild-fowl, or in fiict auy rapid flying 
birds, it is necessary to aim ahead of them—not 
that the gnu is actually fired ahead of them, but to 
allow for the time, hardly perceptible to mwi, but 
noticeable in the changed position of die birds, ne- 
oessaiy to discharge the piece; and the dbtaaoe 
allowed must depend not only on the rapidity of 
th^ flight, but on the customary quickness of tho 
inarkamnn. Tlie great fault of sportemmi is, that 
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they shoot below and behind tbcir birds; aud this is 
pariicntarly apt to be the case where the game, as 
with wild-fowl, appears to move more slowly ihaa it 
really does. 

To the uovieo ia this pocnliax sport, tbe second 
diffionlty to orercome will be tbe inability to judge 
distances. Not only do objects appear orev the 
water nearer than they really are, bat tbcrc is no 
neighboring object that will wd tbe judgment in 
coming to a correct conclurion; and by changes 
in tbc weather birds in the air will seem to be 
nearer or ftirtber off, Rod their plura^o will be 
mcne or less distinctly visible, according to oircum- 
stunoea After several days’ experience in dark, 
cloudy weather, tbe greatest proHoient will, ou tho 
first ensuing day of bright sunshine, throw awny 
m.'iny useless shots at impracticable distances. 

There is no oriterion to determine tho distauco 
of .any bird high above the liorlxon, and any recom¬ 
mendation to W'nit till the uyes can be seen—the 
boob-innlier’s rule—is worse than useless; it is a 
matter of experience and judgment. 

There is no better time to kill ducks than when 
tliey are coming bead on, tbe commonly promulgated 
idea that their feathers will turn tbs heavy shot 
being simply nbsnrd; and all the inarksman has to 
do is to coTor his bird, pitch his gun a trifle up¬ 
wards, and pull the trigger. 

In the matter of ammutiUion, the high numbers 
of shot and the light chaiges of powder of old 
times have changed by general consent; aud for 
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^tiulcs, one ounce and a quarter of Ifo, 4 or 5 , and 
perlmps No. .S late in the season, and of No. 1 or 3 
for geese, driveo out of tlie ordiaary ficld^nn by 
ttree and a half draohms of pomlev, will be found 
preferaWe. I say a field-gun, because, although the 
l>«avy duck-gun, with its enormous charge of six 
drachms of powder and three ouu<es of shot, is 
undoubtedly more killing when disobaig^ into 
large flocks, the waste of ninmnnitiou would be 
imm^e v-ere it used at the eoalteiing flight of 
the western countiy. 

Many kinds of wild-fowl will, like bay-snipe, be 
attracted by an imitation of their cry; and, when 
decoys are used, the mastery of these calls is uecses- 
sttry to the profieienoy of the bayinau. But at the 
West, where the use of decoys is not customary, 
and where the nature of the ground picveats full 
advimtago being obtained from these devices, s 
knowledge of the art is not so nccessaiy. Never- 
theless, there is something tbrUliiig in the "honk” 
of the wild goose; when it is heard, the sportsman 
is earnest in his efibrts to imitate it, and if suc¬ 
cessful—which he often is, for the hrid responds 
readily—^is not only proud of the result, but amply 
rewarded for his skill. 

In shooting from any species of cover, when ducks 
are approaching, it is more hnpoi-taut not to move 
than to be wdl liid; the slightest motion startles 
and alnms the birds, that would possibly have ap- 
oroaebed the sportsman in full view' if he had re¬ 
mained motionless. If they arc suddeuly perceived 
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near at band while the sportsman is standing ereiir, 
lot him remun so without stirring a muscle, and not 
attempt to dodge down into the hllml. Tlic ducks 
may not notice him—espedsTly if his dress is of a 
snitaWe color—among the reeds, but will ineTitably 
eatch iDglit of 0e lenst movement. 

So much for general soggeatioiis nnd advico, which 
will bo regarded or disregarded by the gentlemen 
for w'hom this work is written, much according to 
their pi'ONiously conowed Ideas j and which may or 
may not be correct according to the epportanities 
of judging, and the shill of turning them to account, 
of the writer; and now we will I’ccord a few per¬ 
sonal expcriciioes,io the hope, if not of further elnd.- 
dating and snpporting the views herein expressed, 
of famishing the reader witi) more intereating nat¬ 
ter. 


OEAPTER TX. 

©ucK-sHOomrG os tq® oxato iakfa 

Otit West—V(i7 ont West—a xery long distance 
from OUT eastern cities in miles, but, tlianks to steam 
Bud iron, arery short one in hours, iipon. an island ly- 
ingina hay that debouches into one of tlie great chain 
of lakes, is situated a largo, neat, white-painted aod 
comIbrtaUe bouse, where a club of sportsmen ment 
to celebrate the advent and presrace of the wild 
dncliis. The mansion—for it deserves that name 
from its extent and many waveoiences—^peepa out 
from amid the ulms and hiokotiee that cover the 
point upon which It stands, almost concealed in 
summer by their foliage, but in winter protected, as 
it were, by their bare, gannt limbs. From the 
piazza that extends along the front a plank pathway 
leads to the wharf, which slidves into the water, 
like the levees on the Mississippi, and down or up 
which each sportsmim can, unaided, run his light 
boat at his own sweet will. Adjoining the wharf is 
the ont-hou8c, where the boats are stored in tiers, 
one above another, and are protected summer and 
winter from the weather. Not fer off stswds that 
most important building, a commodious ice-house, 
suggestive of the luxuries and comforts that a better 
acquaintance with the ways of the place will realize. 
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The island is not liitge, but wherever it ie tillable, 
a garden, orchard, and grapery havo been planted, 
and furnish the household wdtli delitnous fruit juwl 
vegetables. Qasiil have been introduced, and, being 
protected by the regulations of the establishment, 
have increased and multiplied; and wild turkeys 
occasionally commit tipon the vines depredations 
which are condignly punisbe<l. It is a lovely sjwt, 
fur from other hubitatione, and affords shelter during 
the fall months to ns pleasant a set of eportemen as 
can be found the world over. 

The President, with his short figure and grey hair, 
but sharp, clear eye, was selected for bis superior 
success as a marksman, aud itirely retuma from a 
day’s esouraion without a bout-load of game. The 
Vice-President and Secretary arc the only other 
olfiooi-s, and upon their fiat it depends whether any 
onieidor shall trespass upon their inland Paradise. 
Promisoiicits iDvit-itions were once extended to the 
bTOthren of the gnn and rod, but so inuuy spurious 
counterfeits presented themselves, that a stringent 
rule had to 1» adopted to exclude all but the genuine 
article. 

The shooting laste from the 1st of September' till 
the chill breall) of winter closes the bay and drives 
the birds to more ho.spitahle locaUdes. It is pursued 
in a small, light, flat-bottomed bo-at, nmilar, on a 
larger pattern, to the rail-boats used on the Dcla- 
wai e. Each boat is provided with a pair of oam 
working on pins that fit into outri^^m; and also 
with a long setting-pole, which has a bent wire, like 
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!i tiny two-pronged pitchfort, on the end, to ealcti 
ngaiust the reeds in poling. A x>laeo is made to rest 
the gon on nj^ou one of the thwarts; ati amnmnition. 
bi>x. coQttiiuiiig separate compartments for shot of 
several siaea, wads, and caps, is stowed away in the 
bottom, !ind a heavy loading-stick, in addition to 
the ramrod, is canied. Two gnns are an absolute 
necessity, unless the sportsman has a breech-loader j 
for many birds are cripjdcd and require a second 
shot l>efo>u they escape into the thick weeds, where 
they Hi-o hopelessly lost-; and when the flight is 
rapid, he requires, at least, four barrels, and would 
be thankful if ho could mnuage more. 

Tim bay, which slrciohes in vast extent, is flllod 
wilJi high reeds and wild rice, and rarely exceeds 
a few feet iu depth except where open passages 
mark the deeper cbaimols. It is a matter of no lit¬ 
tle iutricaoy for a stranger to find bis way, and 
after nightfall the oldest hahitu^ will often become 
bewildered, as the various bundles of weeds, 
tufts of rice, or stretches of i>oud liftes look alike, 
and when a southerly wind is blowing the water 
falls and leaves all but the deep ebann^ nearly or 
quite bare. If a man under such circumstances once 
loses his course he may as well make up his mind to 
paw the night in his boat; tiiough he work himself 
almost to deatl) trying to pole over bare spots, he 
will but travel in a circle and grow momentarily 
more bewildered, 

I lauded at the wharf in the middle of October, 
of a yew ever ftmious for the immense numbers of 
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birds that were killed during it, and met with a 
hearty grcedbg from a goodly comirany collected 
round the groaning board of mine host of the white¬ 
flowing locks, '.ftevo was our worthy President, 
and ouv Secretary and Ti casuier gi-acefhlly combined 
in one; there our lucky man and the unlucky man, 
and there a famous blaek-bt^a fisbennan, and there 
my special friend, and otbers of lesser uote. 

We sat down to ton with roasted canvas-hacks at 
one end of tlm table, broiled steaks at the other, 
and beautiful potatoes flanking eimh that had been 
reised on our own premists and were tumbliog to 
white particles, as though they were trying to be 
flour; jolly, round, baked apples sitting complacent¬ 
ly in tbeiv own juice, vegetables of all sorts, grapes 
from our grapery, and so many other inward oom- 
forts that one hardly knew whei-o to begin and never 
knew where to leave off. Our comely hostess, who 
had prepared ihcsn good things, poured out the lea 
for ns, and pnt in sly remarks to her favorites; and, 
altogether, it was truly pleusaut. 

After lea and adjonrament to the sitting-room, 
while enjoying the practical cigar or comfortable 
pipe, we discussed the varied fortunes of the day 
and the probabilities of the morrow; compared 
views on the habits of firii, flesh, or fowl, and related 
experiences of former expeditions. But e^er for 
the ruoroing sun, we retired early and dreamed of 
victory. 

As soon as the lazy dawn streaked the east, dress¬ 
ing being done by candle-light, we hastily disposed 
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of onr breafcfest and prepared for tho start. Hav¬ 
ing selected onr boats and ari'anged tbem on tlio 
•wharf, wo stowed onr guM, ammtniitiou-boxcs, over- 
dothes, alew decoys, and sneh otbei- articles as faucy 
suggested; and then taking two little tin pails, we 
pat a iiioo Innoh of cold dock, steak, bread, pioktcs, 
cake, and froit in one, and into the other water with 
a large lump of ice bobbing around in the centre; 
!ad thus equipped, each man slid his boat down the 
inclined wharf, luid shipping his oars, pulled for his 
favorite lociition. 

My friend and myself joiued forces, and made our 
first pause at a little biinoh of wild rice not far from 
tlie house, called Fort Ossawatotnie. Decoys are 
not generally need in this region, as they cannot bo 
seen Ji'om any considernble distance by the birds on 
account of the reeds; but my friend had left his at 
this place over night, and they were still “bobbing 
arouud ”—]>retoDdiug to swim and looking deceit¬ 
fully innocent—when wc ensconced ourselves among 
the reeds near by, crowding down into the bottom 
csf our boats well out of view. 

Several flocks were seen hovering over the hori¬ 
zon, or moving along in the distauoe, scarcely discer¬ 
nible agaiost the morning clouds; and although occo- 
fflonally they bade feir to approach, our hopes ■were 
destined to disappointment, till a single bird turned 
and headed directly towards us. When a bird is 
iipproacbiDg bead on, it is almost impo^ible to tell 
whether he is not going directly fi-om you; and at 
times, except ibr bis Rowing plaiucr every moment, 
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wo ahonld have {loubtod wliicli way tl«s bird wah 
llyiug. Onoo be tiinii’d, from a ciinoge of fimoy or 
feni'iiig danger, but perceiving some other cauae of 
alarm lio ngslu striiightened hie conreo towards iw. 

We were bent down, iwcring eagerly tlirongh the 
liigU reeds, as at last lui canio by, within ii long gun¬ 
shot, OR tiic side of tny comirauion. Tlie latter, ris¬ 
ing at tlie eiaot moment, wheeled round, brought 
up hia guu, and fired in an instant. It was jnst with¬ 
in r.ange, but the bird turned over, killed dead, and 
fell with a great S^ilash into the water, sending the 
spray six feet into the air. Sei^g the pole, I pushed 
out to him, and found that he was a hlae-bill, one 
of the best birds of the Western waters, and at this 
time in perfection. 

Wo agaia concealed ourselves; but noticing that 
the birds shunned the spot, I determined to leave it, 
and pa.'jhud out alone to one of the piindpal land¬ 
marks, where the landscape presents so great a niii- 
fonnity—a large nuibrella-likc elm upon the distant 
flliorc. I did not follow the rcgniai- channel; and 
at first the way was a difficult one, being directly 
through .a fringe of wild rice, where the water was 
sli.allow and the stalks readied high above my bead, 
but beyond, an open patch of water-lilies stretched 
for half a mile. 

Tlie broad, smooth leaves of this remarkable 
plant, ihr larger th.an those of the poiid-lilies of the 
Eastern States, lay in numbers upon, or half buried 
in, the water; wbilc standing upafuw feet above 
its surface with ihdr slmiglit stems, and gracefully 
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waving in the wind, wcto the cnp-like pods that 
contain the seeds. 

"When the pods first form the seeds arc entirely 
hidden from view, bnt as tliey increase in size, holes 
form in the covering, through which they peep as 
tlirongli a window. The seeds and pod aic originally 
green, hut darken and turn bine, and then brown, 
as the season advaocesj and the boles, which bogia 
by being small, become larger till they open suffi¬ 
ciently for the seeds to Ml out. The seeds or ber¬ 
ries are elliptical in shape and of almost the size of 
a chestnut; in the green state they arc soft, and can 
ho readily cat with a knife; but when ripe and black, 
they are as hard as stone, and wiE turn the edgo of 
a knife like agate. 

When about half ripe, or bluish in color, they axe 
good to eat, and after the removal of a little green 
sprout Ijidden in tho centre, are sweet, tasting much 
the same as a chestnut. As they ripen and their 
covering recedes, their stems hold them upright; 
bnt the finjt heavy frost breaks down the steals, and 
lets the seed fall ont into the water, where they lie 
till next year. 

The working of nature is w'onderful, as no one 
observes more frequently than the sportsman; aE 
this care is taken to preserve the seeds for their ap¬ 
pointed woi'k. If they were permitted to fall out 
when green or even half ripe, the action of the water 
would soften and destroy them; extreme hai-dnesa 
is necessary to resist its action for so long a time; 
while, on ihe other hand, if they were retained 
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longer and exposed to excessive cold, their geraii 
naling principle wonld be annihilated. 

Wood-dn^a are fond of them in their unripe 
state, aud frequent the marshes, especially in 
enrly fidl, to proonre a srqtply. With a view to 
nuts and grapes for dessert, I paused to gather a 
number of pods, and was carelessly pushing along, 
when from out a bunch of weeds, with a gi-eat clat¬ 
ter, sprang a couple of those birds. Dropping the 
Botdng-pole, I throw myself forward to seize tlia 
gun; but for this shooting, infinite practice and 
great aptitude arc reqnired ; and althon|^ well 
uccustomed to kill rail from the fiuating cockle- 
sheile on the Delaware river, and able to take one 
end of a birch canoe with any man, 1 was bun- 
ghngly in my own way, and, when at lust one 
barrel was discharged, a shameful miss was the 
only result. Anathematizing my awkwardness, I 
was dropping tiie butt to reload, when, roused by 
the report, another bird sprang not moi'o than 
twenty yards off. Iii an instant the gim was at 
my shoulder, and, when tlie fire streamed fi^rth, 
the Irdrd doubled up, riddled with shot, lund pitched 
forward into the weeds. D; was a drake, and, al- 
thongh young, the plumage was i-esplendent with 
the green, brown, and mottle of the moat heau- 
thul denizen of our waters—the elegant wood- 
duefc. 

Several more rose, far out of range, before the 
lilies were passed and my destination in the open 
channel reached. Stopping on the brink of the lat- 
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ter, U» watch the flight of the birds, I noticed that 
tliejr ii'cqaently croas^ a reedy island in the middle 
of tJje channel, and consequently proceeded to con¬ 
ceal myself in what among our association is called 
the Little Bunker. It was an adjuiiiiblc location; 
the dhaiinel on each adc did not exceed one hun¬ 
dred yards in width, and the weather having be¬ 
come thick, with on easterly wind blowing and a 
slight rain dming, the promise of sport was ex¬ 
cellent. 

Oijcc fairly hidden, and my work comuienced; 
bird after bird and flock after flock approaciied, 
and althotigh the bo-nt, even while pressed in 
among and staidied by the stiff roods, was fiir 
from firm, a goodly number was soon collected. 
How much more e.thilai-ating is this noble sport as 
it. is pursued in the West th.an upon onr Atlantic 
coast, where, stretched npon his back in a coflin-like 
battery, the sportsman has to lie for hours cooling 
his heels and exhansiiDg his patienoc! Thera he is 
not confined to one position; but, after shooting 
down a bird, has the excitement of positing after it, 
suid, if it is only wounded, of following it, perhaps 
in a long diase before it is retiievod; and then he 
must make all haste to retnrn'to the l)i<hug-placc, 
over which the birds are flying tmelyin hut absence, 
and thus he keeps up a glow and fire of activity 
and exercise. 

It is » glorious sight to see a noble flook of ducks 
approach; to watch them with trembling alterna- 
Uons of fear and hope as they waver in their course, 
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as they crowd together or separate, as thej awing 
first raie dauk of their luray forward, then the 
other; as they draw nearer and nearer, hreathlofflly 
to 'vait the proper time, and, with quick eye and 
siire aim, select a pair, or perhaps more, with each 
barrel. It is still more gloiiona to see tliem fall— 
donbled np if killed dead, taming over and over 
if shot in the head, nnd slioiting down if only 
wonnded, dvi\ing up the spray in ininiin fountains 
os they stnkc j and glorions, too, tl^o ebase after 
the wonnded—with striuniug mnscles to follow his 
rapid wake, and, wheo he dives, catobiug the first 
glimpse of lus reappearance to plant the shot from 
an extra gun in a vital spot. Glorious to survey 
the pviKee, glorious to think over and relate the suc¬ 
cessful ereut, and glorious to listen to the tales of 
others. 

Sad, however, is it when the flock tnms off and 
pushes far out to the open w.ttev; sadder at,ill when 
tlie aim is not true and tho bird goes by iminjured; 
sad when the chase is nnsnoccssfiil and the weeds 
hide the prey, or he dives to grasp a root and never 
reappears; and saddest of all to Ml overboard out 
of your frail bark—a fate that sooucr or later awaits 
every one that shoots dneks from little boats. 

1 had had all these experiences except the last, 
and rdmost that—when pnshing through the weeds, 
my friend appeared, attracted by my rapid firing, 
and after comparing ow respective counts, enscouo- 
ed himself in one of the points oppofflte me on the 
cliannel. By tliis plan all birds that came betwe-cn 
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ns gave ooe or the other a shot, and each uonld 
mark blrda approaching the other from behind. 

The monimg passed rapidly away .amid splendid 
shooting, and nooa found us ooited in my hiding- 
place to eat a sociable meal together. Daring the 
middle of the day the birds repose, and the ^orunian 
employs the time in satisfying the cravings of hon- 
gor or ov'en in a nap, interrupted though he may he 
in either by an ocoitsiaanl whirr of wings, that, when 
it is ton late, informs him of lost opportunities. 

"We talked over raattci'R. As the day had cleared 
off and bsoomo warm, tho prospect of sport for 
some boni-s at least w.i8 over, and my friend sag- 
gested wo should Tisit the snipe ground. To ap¬ 
prove the suggestion, to push out and to sliip onr 
001 * 6 , was the work of a moment, and we were 
soon at Mud Creek bridge, a pull of about two miles 
tlirough ail open lead, from which the dnoka were 
ccmuiiaouBly springing on ooi- approach. Having 
anchored ouv boats a short distance from shore, to 
prevent tho wild hogs paying us a visit, we waded 
to land, and siibstitaang small shot for the heavy 
charges in our guns, walked a few yards up the rood 
and ci'osaed the fence. 

I hud brought my setter with me, and he had 
proved hlmaelf a model of quietness in the boat, 
from the bottom of which lie had raised liia head 
only once »11 day; when my first dock dropped be 
rose on liis hanuohes, and watching where it fell, 
sniffed at it as I pushed up, .md then, satisfied he 
Iiud no pan in sncli sport, lay down to sleep. 
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The morueat he touched land his vigor retarned; 
at n motion, he dai-tpod out into the umndoir of nltei’- 
n&ting hrond stanhb mid high Cold grass that lay be¬ 
fore ns, and ere he had travcfsed fifty yards, as he 
np))roacbod an open spot, hesitated, dref^cauiionsly, 
and finally paused on a firm point. Stepping to him 
ns fast lus the impressible natnre of the ground per¬ 
mitted, Tve Hushed three birds, rising as they aro apt 
to do one after the oilier, imd killed two, one spiing- 
Ing wide and escaping unshot at. 

While going to l etriere the dead birds we flush¬ 
ed two more, both of which were bi^^ed, one a 
long shot, wing-tipped, and not recovered till some 
time afterwards; for, ere we reached him, we bad 
sprung a dosen, most of which were dnlyaccounted 
for. Tl)« missed birds, after oucling round high in 
tlie air, returned to tlie ndghborbood of thtdj oiagi- 
ual locality, and pitching down head-fordniost-, con¬ 
cealed thomscives among the lugh grass near enough 
to lure us to their puesnit. 

The walking was terribly bard; the clayey mud 
UDCommouly tenadous; the day was already well 
advanced, and ^leudid as was the sport, we resolv- 
ecl, after hating pretty well exhausted ourselves and 
bagged twcuty-aix birds, that we must haatea back 
to the nee swamp, or we should lose the eveuing's 
shooting. 

We retumecl to our boats, and stowing the game, 
polled with the ntmost vigor down the diatinel of 
Jldud Creek, and in a short time were agaio hidden 
nmoTig the high reeds, awaiting the duoks. This 
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time my fiieud selected a spot near a sort of semi- 
island, tlist was submerged or not, according to the 
state of ttie trator, and near which was a favorite 
roosling-plaoc. 

The sun was leisnrely dropping down the west- 
eru sky, throwing bis slanting laj'S across the broad 
bay, find lighting np the distant club-bonse ns by a 
lire. The fringe of land, trees, and bushes, that 
shut out the horizon and rose but little above the 
water level, was giowing dim and hazy of outline. 
The wind had died away; and stillness, but for the 
quacking of the ducks, the splashing of the coots, or 
BO-callod mnd-hens, and the occasional I'eport of fi 
gun, rdgned supreme. A lethargy scorned to liavo 
fallen upon the birds; a diitaut dock alone would at 
long intervals greet onr eyes, and for some tiino our 
evening's sport bade fail- to prove a failure. 

However, ns the sun was about to sink, the birds 
began to airive, at first one or two at a time, then 
luoro rajjidly and in larger- flocks, till at last it wm 
one steady stream and whirr of wings. ■ Faster than 
we ODuld load, firster than we could shoot, or could 
Lave shot had wo had fifty guns, from all quarters 
aud of all kinds they sb-eamod past; uow the sharp 
whistle of the teal, then Ae rush of the mallard, 
sometimes high over our headii, at otbui-a darting 
close beade us; by ones, by twos, by dozens, by 
hundreds, crowded together in masses or atrctcfaod 
Ill open lines, in all variety of ways, but in one un¬ 
interrupted flight. 

Such siiooting rarely blesses the fortnnate sports- 
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man} we drove down oiu" charges as best we conld, 
sometimes hsiviug one batrbl loaded or half loaded, 
aoractiniea the other, oftener neither, when wo wore 
interropted with such'glorious t'hanccs; oui’ nerves, 
eyes, and innselcss wore on the strain, and to this day 
we bave only to regret that we did not tlien pos¬ 
sess a breet:h4oader. 

The air was alivo with birds; the rnatle of their 
wings made one oontinoons hnm; the heavy flocks 
npproaehed and paesed us with a sound like the 
giisty. breeze of an aotuian night rattling tlirough 
the dying leaves. When the eun fled and darkness 
seemed to spring up nrottud oa, they appeared in 
the most unexpeolod and bewildering maiuer; at 
one time from out of the glorious brilliancy of tho 
westom sky, then from tho deep gloom of the op¬ 
posite qaart.er, darting .across ua or plongii^ down 
into tho weeds near by. 

Our birds lay where they fell, and when the ap¬ 
proaching night bode iia depart, we retrieved sixty- 
seven—the result of about one hour’s shooting— 
doubtless losing uuiobcrs that were not noticed, or 
wliich, being wounded, escaped. Had w'o not been 
awkward from a year’s idleness, or had we shot as 
(ho profcsslouais of Long hdaiid and ead' used a 
breech-loader, I couM linrdly say Low many wo 
might not have lulled. As it wii*stlio sport w'as won¬ 
derful, and the I'esult suffldent to satisfy oar am- 
biUoa. 

We lost no time in escaping from the weeds into 
tho ohnnuel-ways, whither tho open-water docks— 
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the red-hcsacis and canvas-hacks—^had preceded ns, 
and were still direct'ing their flight; and then 
started for ih© few dim trees that wc knew sar- 
roundcd tie club-hoase, roasing io our coai'se im¬ 
mense flocks of tie wortlilMS American coot, Fvlica 
Amerieema, the mnd-hen of the natives. 

Tlie wharf rcucied, the heats landed, supper over, 
Uia birds counted and registered, the social pipe il- 
Ininined, and we gathered ic a ou'cle round the firo 
of onr parlor for improTiug conversation. 

“How many birds have wc lulled this year?” in* 
qiiired a member. 

“Tho record shows a goodly total of 2,331,” re¬ 
plied the Secretary, turning to the r<^ister; “al¬ 
most as many already aa the entire letiirn of lost 
season, during wlucli we only killed 2,908.” 

“And the belter varieties seem this year to he 
more numerous.” 

“lu that pardoular there is surprising unitbmity 
from year to year. Last season the i-oturn is made 
up as follows: canvas-hacks, 24G; red-hoads, 122; 
bine-bills, 895; mnllarda, 640; dusky-duoks, 108; 
wood-dnoks, eOJ; blue-winged teal, 474; greeu- 
winged tetd, DO; widgeons, 204; pln-tmls, 50; gad- 
walls, 67; spoonbills, 11; ruddy-ducks, 2; butter- 
balls, 7 } geese, 2 ; quml, 14 ; coimoranta, 2 ; 
tmkeyj, 3; great hoU-diver, 1; and this year the 
average is about the same.” 

“Bnt I think,” smd the President, “ the canvas- 
backs and red-heads are earlier and bettor than 
usual” 
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“Thoy nre ratliox- eaiiier in making their ap- 
pearani-u abundantly. TIuj variation w never great, 
Ijowcver, a>id the birds appear in the following 
(jrder: Ihc wood-flncks first, being plcnlifnl early in 
September; the blue-winged teal begin to aurpaae 
llti'tn .about the 20 th of that month, and soon after¬ 
ward tlie mallards arrive; widgeons arc abundant 
by the middle of October, .and canvas-hacks and 
red-heads are the latest” 

“Ah,” Inir^ forth the unlucky man, entliusiasti- 
Killy, “the wood-duck shooting is my ihvorite; 
when they rise fi’om the lilies they are easier to 
kill th.an when flying past at full speed; and you 
have a punter to pole the boat and help mark the 
wounded birds.” 

“October has my preference,” responded the 
President, with glowing eye; “Iho laigc docks—• 
the multards, eanvas-bneks, and red-heads—have 
then arrived; tlic blue-bills ami teal arc numerous; 
aiul, when a dnglo leal flies past, a man has to 
know liow to handle his gmi to keel him over 
handsomely.” 

“Blit mallards dodge, when you rise to shoot, at 
the report of the first barrel; and rcd-hcads and 
canvas-baeks, if not killed stone dead, dive and 
swim off under water, or, catching tic weeds iu 
their bills, hold on after death and never reappear. 
n.avc you noticed the large tcetli, or nicks, in tho 
lulls, espoeiallyof rmi-heads?” 

“Yes. Those long, recurved teeth aid them hi 
tearing up the wild celoiy, on which they feed. I 
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hav® had them servo me the trick yon complaiti of 
•o-heii they ■were at the lost gaB[)—so nearly dead, 
that I have poshed oot and keen on the point of 
picking them op. "When not so hadly hurt, they 
will swim oft' -with their hill only piojecliag above 
the Bnrface, and if there is the least wiitd this is 
entirely invidWe. The trick Js known to othera of 
the duck ftvmily; even the higcnnous wood-daclr 
will have rocoinse to the same mean sabterfugo 
ooc:»8ionally, tis one that was but slightly wounded 
proved to me to-day.” 

“Ir it tmo,” inquired the ftshorman, “that other 
ducks steal from the canvas-bachs the wild celery 
that tJ]®y have exhausted themselvee in proour- 
ing ? ” 

“ liie widgeons have the credit of doing so; but 
I iiarc never seen, and somewhat doubt it. The 
canvsis-back is too large and strong a duck to be 
readily trifled witb, and is by no means exhausted 
liy diving to the depth of a few feet after celeiy. 
This celery, as we call it—whicli lias a long, deli¬ 
cate leaf, reseanbling broud-gi-ass, and bears the 
name oi Zostera valimena among the botanists— 
grows in water about five feet deep, and its roots 
furnish the favorite and most fattening food of the 
eanvns-backs, r-cd-heade, and, strange to say, niud- 
bens. The widgeon is not a large nor powerful 
duck; can dive no fuitiier than to put its head 
under water, wMie its tail stands perpendicularly 
above the sur&cv; and, although a teirible torment 
to the weak and gentle mud-hen, n'ould think twice 
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before ineeuaing tlie fierce aad perwetful oanvas-back. 
Of a calm ilay it is aninsing to watch the fiocks 
of noisy mud-hens, collected in front of the club¬ 
house, diving for thoir food, and being robbed of 
it by the widgeons, 'fhe latter swims rapidly 
among them, and no sooner docs bt espy one com- 
iog to the surface, -wilb bis bill full of celoiy, than 
he pounces tipon and carries it off He is watchful 
and voracious, and quioHy derours the food; while 
the injured mud-hen, wHh a resigned look, takes a 
long breath and dives for another morsel” 

“ Do they not combino to diive the robber away?” 

“ Oocasionallyj but he minds their blows as little 
as their scoldings, and generally swims o(f with his 
prize. The canvas-back, however, would soon teach 
lum better manners.’’ 

“Arc the western canvas-backs as delicate and 
higb-flavored as tliose of the Chesapeake?” 

“Fnlly so, as my fiieiids in New York, who have 
been fortunate enough tu shore my luck, have oftcu 
testified. Of course, when they first come they are 
thin and poor, but having the same food as is found 
in the Chesapeake, and being less disturbed, tlioy 
soon attain excellent condition, and ace cutiiely IVee 
from the slightest sedgy fiavor.” 

“That sedgy or fishy taste is confined mainly to 
birds shot on the salt water, and is rarely found in 
any birds killed upon the inland lakes, so that many 
—for in.stance the bay-snipe—that arc barely pass¬ 
able when shot along the coast, are excdlcutia tiio 
interior.” 
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‘^And yet the naturalists class tho cauvae-back 
ELjTiongyWi^c^ or sea docks.” 

“That arises &oni some sdentifo pecoliarity, and 
is not tmiversal. lie k ceitaliily a fvcsh-water duck, 
and thonsands arc shot here yearly.” 

" 1 lose a great many crippled birds,” said the 
nuluoky roan, meditatively; “I wonder what be¬ 
comes of theui all?” 

“ Many die, a icw recover, some are frozea in 
when the bay freezes over; after the first hard frost 
large numbers can be piokodup,but theysrosopoor 
as Only to bo fit to send to the New York market. 
Most sportsmen lose many ducks that they should 
recover; considerable practice is required to mark 
well, bnt the search after a bird should he thorough, 
and not lightly abandoned. The boat, when pushed 
inlo tho reede, must be so placed that it can be easily 
shoTed ol]^ and tbc pole kept ready for instant use. 
If, however, a mallard is only wounded, and falls 
into the weeds, it is useless to go after biro. 

“ On the other hand, if a cauvas-baok, but slightly 
touched, falls in open water, he will be rarely leco- 
vered; the one hides in the weeds, tho other dives 
and swims under water prodigiously. The mallard 
aiid canvas-back are the types of two clt^ses—the 
ibirner is a roarsh duck, the latter on open-water 
dnek. The inallirod lives on the pond-lily seeds, nnd 
affects the shallow, muddypond-holce; tho canvas- 
back seeks the broad channels, and devours the 
roots of plants; the one dodges at the flash, of tho 
gnu or sight of the sportsman, the other moves ma- 
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jestictvlly onwautl, rcgarilloss of the La%'Oo that the 
hoav)’ ilisehai^os tnitke in his Taulcs. Of ueariy the 
same sisie, of nnsnrpaasahle delicacy on the table, of 
equal vigor, tlioy (lifter nttcriy in thoir habits.” 

“Speaking of types,” said the nnluchy man, re¬ 
calling unpleasant rcmmtsccuces of numerous misses, 
“you might call blue-bills types of the fast-flying 
•and dodging dneks. When ^ey come down before 
a stift' wind, and are making ^teii* best time, light¬ 
ning is slow by cempaiison, and sliot does not ecetu 
to me to go tjiiite fast enough.” 

“They nve the scaup or broad-bill of the East, Fu- 
Ufful(iJlfaHUi,ani\ are aptly tonued tbebullot-winged 
dwek. They are imdonbtedly tlto most difficult doclc 
to kill tlmt flies. I have known a thorough sports¬ 
man and excellent shot on quail, shoot all day at 
them without killing one. Tou must mako great 
iillovance fbr their speed.” 

“And,moreover,” added the rrosulent, “youmust 
load jiroperly; there must be powder enough behind 
the shot to send it clear through the bird; one pellet 
driven in that way will kill a bird that would can-y 
off .a dozen lodged bentath tho skin oc in the flesh.” 

“Perhaps so, but I doubt its feasibility,” was the 
response; “no small shot was ever, in my opinion, 
driven through the body of a duck with any charge 
of powder -at over thirty yards. I nae light powder 
and plenty of diot.” 

Tins announcement was received with unanimous 
dissent, and tlic President expressed tho general 
feeling when he continued— 
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“Heavy sliot will ma1;e a gun recoil painfully; 
but if tLe shot is light the diarge of powder may 
be large without produclog wnpleasiint effects; the 
shot will be diiven quick and strong, and the bird 
(lepriyed of life instantnneonslj. Perhaps the pellets 
are not driven through the body, bat the blow is 
severer and the shock is more stouuiug. I use ono 
ounce of shot and three dradims of jjowder, and 
would prefer to iuorease ratber tlum diminish the 
powdor. It is a mistake to suppose powder does 
not burn bewiuse black particles fall to the ground 
if it is iirird over snow or white paper; these, I tako 
it, ni-e flakes of chareoal and not powder, and some 
will fall, no matter Low light may be tho load.” 

“For my part,” persisted the unlncky man, “I 
tliiuk the crippling of birds arises from bur inability 
to judge distances, aud from our firing at birds out 
of reasonable range. Tlio patent breech was meant 
to remedy the necessity for snch heavy cfiargcs of 
powder as .arc nsed in the old-fit^hioaed flint-looks. 
Johnston, the author of an admirable treatise on 
shooting, which is now oat of print, is my authority, 
and ho says that an over-charge of powder makes a 
gnn scatter prodi^onsly without adding proportion¬ 
ately to the force.” 

“That depends upon the character of the bore,” 
answered the Secretary; “if it is relieved at the 
brooch, and after ti.arrowing above, made a perfect 
cylinder towards the muzzle, the more tho powdor 
the better it will dioot.” 

Seeing that an intermioablo discussion was about 
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to open, branching off, in all likelihood, into the 
comparative qtuditica of po'rder and Tnanafuotai'ea 
of gons, the President intoi-poaeit 

I alipped off and -went to '^d. Being a compam* 
tivc strangor at the club house, for this tho first 
year of myioemhersliip, I had made it a rule tofol- 
lotr the advice and direction of the older habitues, 
but I Tran ted to get a chance to tiy some experi¬ 
ments of my own. Tliis would require a little prep¬ 
aration for which I needed the early houLs before 
the others should be up. 

As I have said, the members were not at the time 
of which I am writing in the hahit of using de¬ 
coys. There was a prejudice against them, their 
weight in the boat was an admitted disadvantogo, 
which it WM claimed was not comptauated by any 
corresponding benefit. My csjKjrience in a country 
whei'e birds wera not so plenty, assured me that 
this was a miEtnke, but having come to the club 
house unexpectedly, I had not brought my decoys 
with me, and bad to rely upon snch substitutes as 
coaid be got up on Uie spur of the moment. It 
was with the intention of prep>iring tlicv. tliat I 
retired so early. 

In those ancimit days of Westepn civilization, it 
was the habit not only co put several beds in one 
room, but often to devote one hod to Llio aooommo- 
dation of two inoii, but by being content with a 
very smull apartment, I had suoceedod in getting a 
room all to myself. Tho bedstead was nothing 
more than a oot, none too long aud by no means 
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too witle. There was a feather bed on it, a conch 
we Eastern people do not al tots approve, but which 
has its compeixssUdons of a cold ni^ht in a looselj 
framed house. 'When I bad once felt the insidious 
■wind creeping down my back where tho clothes loft 
an open plooo lor it, 1 learned the superiority of cx- 
perience to theory. I slept, however, as only tlie 
just and the sportsman sleep, my head dropping 
into tmconsciotisncss as it touched the pillow, and 
never returning to it until tho daylight penetrated 
the open window -with its welcome rays—sleep 
TPithont a dream, sudi as youth and health and 
tired nature only know. 

IToxt morning I borrowed a saw and a batchot, 
all the tools that tho place boasted, and fashioned as 
best I could some floats. These I carefully conceal¬ 
ed in my boat, and said nothing alioufc them. After 
bniakfttst, when we puslied oil, I took my course 
alone. 1 went pietty well up into the marsh, in fact 
as far as in my ignorance of the intricacies of the 
swamp I dared. Ichoseapoint between two orcoks, 
and going carefully into my blind from behind, so 
as not to break it down in front, aprccftution which 
I observed most rf the sportsmen neglected, I con¬ 
cealed myself, and ■waited the course of events. 
Mere waiting never suited my views, but on this oc¬ 
casion there was nothing else to do. It was some 
time before I killed a duck, and I was wondering 
whether I should have any opportunity to try my 
floats, when n solitary mallard came within long 
range, and I 'was so fortunate as to bog him. 
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It -R'as a be^nning, I get him on one of the blocks 
of wood I had roughly trimmed into shai)e tliafc 
laoniing. I hud noticed the day before that LUe 
•water wos too deep to set np a de^ dncb iu Uie or¬ 
dinary way. Neither had I been able to find weights 
of half bricks, which are the main reliance of the 
Long Island gonner, or stones, whioh wore an un¬ 
known quantity in that muddy coimtry. So the 
best I could do, •was, toUirnstdoaTi along i-ced with 
a string tied to it at the proper distance from the 
bottom. My decoy "was not as natural as I could 
Lave mado it with better appliances, but it tm tho 
best I could manufacture, and it did some sertica. 
In loss than five minutes it was joined by another 
mallurd, which first came to look, and was then per¬ 
suaded to stay by tho gentle infiucuce of an ounce 
and a half of shot. 

In a short time all ray lloats vrcrc occupied, and 
althougli they bothered me, and -n'Jisted my time by 
breakingaway in consequence of not being properly 
arranged, they brought me, I do not doubt, twice as 
many birds os I should Lave got withoiit them. I 
have much faith in being -well hidden. For black 
ducks, which ore the most wary, it is absolutely 
necessary not to disturb a leaf that their sharp eyes 
will notice. If the reeds are thick enough of them¬ 
selves to concoal the shooter, do not either add to 
them or break them down. I have seen blinds 
bnilt up, till they looked like straw mattresses set 
oil end, of which tiie birds would be more shy than of 
tho man himself. I wh killing slioal-water ducks. 
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not of coorse getting canvas-bacbe, red-heads, or 
broad-billa so far back in the marsh, and it was not 
double to have many stools for the same reasor. 
that it is not right to havo too large a blind, they 
arc apt to awaken snspicion. 

One great- improvement noticeable after the de¬ 
coys wore set one was, that the birds came in closer, 
and gave me better shots. Without them there is 
nothing to attract the ducks out of their liuo of 
flight, they drive straight along, perhaps in a direc¬ 
tion to bring them to the gunner, more likely 
not, blit if there are a few decoys, they will at least 
make u dash toward the stand. Situated as 1 was, 
surrounded almost onthely with marsh, only a little 
open water on front and on either side of me, Ifelt 
the want of a dog sadly. My setter, which I lisd 
brought from tho East solely lor snipe shooting, liad 
shown himself on the day before so utterly worthless 
as a retriever, that I had not taken, him with me 
again. Mtmy of my ducks fell into the reeds, and 
if they were killed dead, they were liard to find, and 
if they ha<l the least life in them, they would crawl 
away, and sneak so effectually that if I got them at 
all it would be after I had wasted much valuable 
time. Had my retriever boon with me, I am sure 
that I should have doubled my hag. 

Of all the retrievers which, hare ever been used 
in this country', none equal tho.se whieli. ai'C called 
the Chesapeake Bay dogs. Their hair is so thick 
and matted that they can stand any anmnnt of cold 
without sufloring, they are capital Gwimmers; and I 
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haYO seen tkem dive f»r a Tvotindod duck, and they 
seem to have aa adaptation for this thootiag, devel¬ 
oped perhaps by generations of truning, which no 
other dogs possess. On one occasion I remember 
taking ont a pnp for tho second time that he liad 
ever been shot over. Ho was bo eager that I bad to 
tie him in the blind, and only let him loose after a 
hii-d had been shot down. Yot on that day I saw 
him recover a woanded duck after following him 
half a mile, twice drop a dead one which he bad in 
his mouth, to bring a live one, and jump on another 
and liold him with Ms paws till ho could reach him 
by putting his head entirely under water. The 
wonderful instances of intelligence i-eportod of this 
brood would bo incredible, if something only a little 
less nstouishing were nob known to every man wIjo 
has owned one. 

On this occasion I did not have my dog, and 
ranch was the time and many the duck I lost in 
consequence. It seemed as thongh moat of those 
which were killed dead, fell into 'tlic maiali where I 
could not find the half of them, and that the 
wounded fell into the open water, whence they matle 
tlieirway to cover, before I could nm the bwvt out 
and pick them np. The sun was shining brightly 
from a cloudless heaven, and although the air was 
cold, I was so sheltered by the reeds that I was 
as warm as I desired to be. That is one of the 
points of superiority of inland oyer battery slioot- 
ing; had I been lying in tho battery with tlie same 
wind, no amount of sun would have kept me worm. 
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I had to pick up ^Ij, as it would be no joke to 
be lust iu those monotoDOvs marshes during die 
night. To get out after dark would hare beeu im- 
poEsible, and almost oqnallj impossible for any 
assistance to reach me. 1 was fain to be satisfied 
with a moderate bog, and lose the erening’s flight 
rather than lose myself. When I anived at tlie 
club house, I found that with the aid of my impro- 
Tised stools I had made the second-best bag of tbo 
day. Comparative sti-angov os I was to the marshes, 
this result was more than satisfactory. 31y supper 
tasted all the better in consequenoo, but I did not 
say anything about tbe means which I liad taken to 
bring about the result. 

That evening, when we liad collected around the 
social fire and lighted our still more social pipes, 
the preddeut I'eferred to the fact that the night 
before, after I had gone to my welcome conch, the 
i-est of the members had been reiieating stories and 
oullod upon the unlucky man to fulfill a promise he 
hod made to give some personal cxpeiicuce of trout 
fishing. 

Fsxuoar Mah.—“ But my adventure oecarred 
on Long IslMd, whither I had gone to learn trout- 
fishing. I hail a new rod of Conroy’s best and most 
expensive patten, a book full of flies, a basket, a 
bait-box, a net, a gaff, and all things appurtenant, 
and was especl.ally proud of my fishing suit, wliich a 
brother of the angle had kindly selected forme. My 
boots came above my knees, and were of yellow Eus- 
dan leather, with which my brown pants matched ad- 
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mlraUy, •while a hluc vest, a 'wlutc flannel coat, red 
neck-tie ami cninson caj), comhined all the colora 
that trere least likely to iflarni the fish. 

“The other anglcre eoUoclcd at the liotel kindly 
aided me with their ndviee, tw which I was truly 
gvftteful. They ri^efl ont ray leader with flies, 
and convincingly proving that the more flies n8e<l 
the more fish must bo tukcii, Cistcncd on thirteen. 
Conroy had iiardly Bevved me fairly in Hclecting my 
aswrtment, for they were pronounced by all not to 
bo half large or bright ciiougli. It was clear lhattlie 
larger the fly the cader the fish covild see it, and tlie 
more surely it avould catch j so they loaned me a 
cumber, principally yellow, green, and blue, •which 
was the more generous of them, as tlieyha4, but few 
of the same sort themselves. 

"Tiiey impressed upon me to be up early, heeanse 
trout will not bite after sunrise—besides, I knew 
from tiie proverb that worms were more easily ob¬ 
tained early; and it was still dark when, having 
passed a restless few hours, I awoke and di'osscd. 
The liouse was aicnt, not a person to interfere with 
me, and having set tip my tod tlie night before, I 
crept cuitioiisly down stairs. The lip would slash 
about and kivock at the doors and on the walls as I 
passed, and gave me gi’eat trouble la turning the 
coraera of the stairs, hnt I reached the hall door 
safely and stepped out upon llie piazza. 

“I had Imdiy congratulated myself when, hear¬ 
ing a siisjntaous growl, and recollecting that the 
tareni-iceper had a cress mastiif, I turned, and saw 
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}iim in the dim maUng stiiught for me. Eun* 
Ding was never my forte, hnt, gentlemen, my sjjccd 
round that house with that niaetilf after me has 
rarely been equalled; bo kept it up well, however, 
and if he could have turned a comer readily, would 
have caught mo. Kecoveriiig roy presence of miud 
in tho third roiind, I darted through the liall door, 
and damming it to hohind me, heard my enemy 
honuce against H, and after a growl and a sniff or 
two, turn away in disgust. 

“Upon regaining iny breath, I nscoudod to my 
room,nud loading the revolver which I always cany 
on dangerous joumeyis, returned to the attack, dc- 
tcimined on rovenge. Straoge to eay,howevur, the 
cowardly huast, the moment tho pistol was presented 
at him, nttcred a low whine and shrank away. Dis* 
gustedwith his cowardice,! seiaedupmyrod, which 
had been di opped in my first flight, and pui'Sukig 
him howling piteously three times round the house, 
laid it on him sonndly. 

“Itmost h.ave been poor stuff, for the tip broke. 
Conroy mended it afterwards, without charge, 
when I told him the dreumstauces. But I put hi 
a spare one, and having dag my hojc full of worms, 
went to the abed whoi-e my horse was left stand¬ 
ing, ready harnessed, firom the night hetbro. There 
is nothing like attention to these little inattei's In 
thne; for, if the hostler had had to h.arnesfi him, ho 
might have detained me many inreclous minutes. 

“A half-hours drive soon brought me to the 
pond, and, after hitching the animal to the fence— 



DTJOK-anooTiNa 


375 


for it was necessary to tnra iato tho field from tUe 
niaia road—I walked down to fhe l>axik and jumt>cd 
into a boat. TTnfortimately, it was cliained to a 
staple and padlocked; tho iau-keepcr bad forgotten 
to give roe tho key. They wore all tho same hut 
one, Ijing ou the shore and tnrned bottom up, that 
did not seero to ho ecraod. No time, however, was 
to be lost 5 t]»e streaks in the cast were beginniog 
to turn red—an indication that tho sun was lising— 
and the hour for fishiog would soon bo orcr. I 
launohod tho boat-, such ns it was, and pushed off. 

“Casting tlie fly is diflionlt, but casting thirteen 
flies 58 almost impossible. Tlio boat was leaky ; the 
fish did not rise, and the water did. 1 bailed as 
well as I (sould with one l)and, and fished with tho 
other, till at last, almost exhausted, I saw the sim 
rise. As a despemte resource, however, the bsdt- 
boz ciunc into play. I removed the files and subsd- 
tuted a hook and worm; but while tiuu employed, 
and nnoble to ball, the water gainod on me rapidly. 
Hardly had the bait touched file water before a fine 
fish seized it. I tiled uiy best to pull him out, but 
he wonid not come—^tbe rod was such a miserable, 
weak affair th-it it bent like a switch. The treut 
swam about in cvei 7 direction, and tried to get 
under stumps and weeds and to break my line; but 
I held him fast and reeled in—^for luy friends had 
explained to mo what the reel was for-—and, was 
•about to lay down my rod and lish Mm out xvilh 
the landing-net, when—tho boat sank.’’ 

Ciionns—“ Could you swim ? ” 
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“No; "bat the water waa only np to my aim-pits, 
and I was abont to wade ashore, when a colored 
gentleman, who bad amred and been silting on the 
bank for the last few minutes, shouted to mo that it 
was bis boat and 1 roust bring it with me. 1 an¬ 
swered, savagely, that 1 would do nothing of the 
sort, when be began to abuse me trod call roc tble^ 
and say I hud stolen bis boat, and he would have 
me arrested. So I thought I had better comply, 
and waded along, dragging it after me. The bot¬ 
tom was mnddy, .and I slipped once or twice 
and went all under. It was probably then that 
the Bsb got off; hut roy colored fViend took pity 
on roe, and pointed out to roc the best places to 
walk. 

“I was nearly ashore, and Lad clambered upon a 
bog, as the gcntlman advised, and, by his dbeotion, 
I jumped to a piece of nice-looking green gi-ass. I 
have ^wnys thought ho deceived me in this, for it 
turned out to be a quagmire, and 1 sank at once 
above my waist in solid, sticky mud. The matter 
now became serioue; my weight is no trifle, and 
ovary motion sank me deeper and deeper. I im¬ 
plored the colored man to help roe out; to wade in 
to me, and let me clhnh on his bade; I ofter-cd him 
money profusely; and—tvould you believe it?—he 
Innghcd, he roared, ho shouted, he rolled over in an 
agtmr of mirth. He asked me whether I was afiTtid 
to die—^that only cowards were afraid to die. I 
did not dare to say no, lest be should take me at 
my word, and was ashamed to say yes; but, as 1 
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kopt on anting, I had to own nj) tliat I was afraid, 
niid tlien he only laughed loader tlism ever. 

"hlyfeelinga wore beyond description—fury docs 
not ndeqnately describe my lagc; but fear so tern- 
pered it, that I seeracil to change suddenly from 
the extreme of beat to the extreme of cold. I 
>Yould iMSgiii by swearing at him, and end by im¬ 
ploring j I boggctl, cursed, pmyod, and raved. 
Overcome by bis unrestrained delight, at last I 
threatened—pouriog out upon bini the vilest abuse, 
and dire ineixiccs of what I would do when X did 
get out. The prospect of that, howcvei', rapidly 
diminished—the nasty, slinjy jnud rose by percep¬ 
tible degrees—and then bo made mo take back all 
my tlireats and apologise to him. In the agouy ef 
my returning terror, he actu.a1!y made me beg ha 
pardon. 

“ When, however, hope was nearly over- with me, 
bo slowly, with maddening deliberatiou, took a mil 
from the nearest fence, and, interspersing the opera¬ 
tion with much improving adrice, began to pry me 
ouL As I rtsc towards tic upper world my courage 
returned, and my revenge was merely waiting till 
my body touched ienrafinna to take ample amends. 
Even tibat satisfaction was destined to disappoint¬ 
ment ; Ibr when I was so far out, tliat with tiie aid 
of the rail I conld help mysdf, ho dropped it, and, 
snspeeting my intention, he scuttled off as fiist as 
Ids black legs would earay him. 

“What an object I juresented after effecting my 
escape—from head to foot one mass of mud; my 
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handsome clotbes,- my hands and face, all Slacker 
than my ehony friend, and sllfP and heavy 'vvitU the 
noisome conglomeration. After resting for a fsTT 
minutos, I gathered np my rod and started for the 
•wagon, when what should I see in the other end of 
tho lot hnt a hu'L A single glance showed me 
whatl hadtoeipect; nohnUconld stand such an 
object as 1 was. I ran and ho ran. I m.ado for tho 
•wagon and ho after me. Such a picturo as 1 most 
have prevailed, flying from au infurialo bull, may 
seem fnnny to yon, gentlemen, but was not to me. 
We both reached the tvagon and both went into it 
together—I into the scat, he into the body; tlic re¬ 
sult being that I went flying out again, on tho other 
side, over the fence. The horse, which at that nio- 
ment mnsc have been dre.'in)ing, or sleeping the sleep 
he didnot have the night before, aroused by the crash, 
cast one look behind and burst Ida bonda and fled. 

“It was a long walk homo; people looked 
sti-angcly at me on the way, and some unfeeling 
ones langhed. My •n-agon was broken, my horse 
was mined, my clothes •were spoiled; and the only 
cousolation I had, was that roy brother augleis at 
tho hotel felt and expressed such intense syiui^athy 
for my sidfuriogs.” 

The reined tones and maoncr of the speaker 
wcri? inimitable, and hia story was received with 
great satisfaction and dosed the evening’s am\xse- 
ments. All parties having resolved upon un e-arly 
start, reth'ed early, and enjoyed a rest such as tho 
sportsman only knows. 
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One of the altacliv a of our clab-housc, without 
u'liiun it wonlil be <'lc‘juiYeil of raany pleasant fea- 
tiiws, anti who is a rcioarkalilo anti cewntrio 
churactor, is calUnl lli-nry—a Canailian Prcncltmoo. 
He j)osse!fSc-s the lighihcartctlncBS, tbo Jioncsty 
ami inisiwortlunoss of that peculiar class, with the 
Strongest projudictts agiunst mean ami unJerhanded 
ai'Uons ami those wlio arc guilty of them; he is, in 
his own ohstiiiato "way, devoted to the eeivlce of 
those who enjoy his ostoera. Aiiiiiuiled with strong 
dislikes, he ia hareJy polite to those who have ex¬ 
cited his distrust, while he will do auytliing for liis 
favorites. Ho is n good shot, and thoroughly iw- 
quaintol with the marsh and the habits of tlic 
birds, but on no tenns will hu make any suggest- 
lions ns to the most proinisiug localiiies. To the 
question, no matter iiow casmilly or confidingly 
tittered; 

“‘Well, Henry, where had I better go, to-duy?” 
He will respond, looking you calmly in the lace, 
and In a slightly admonitory tone: 

“ Yoti know I never give advice, sir.” 

Ilis greatest ftvorites can ohtuiu no more satisfac¬ 
tory answer, and in £»ct not much infoimation of 
liny Idinl, from him hi relation to the flight or 
hiiunis of the birds. He appears to have dis¬ 
covered that knowledge worth having is worth 
working lor, and is resolved that every man shall 
be his own schoolmaster, lie has quite an insight 
into character, and appremates the members of the 
club and their peculiarities. 
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One day a party, indading a namber who wero 
not raemhers, had been snipe-sliooting, and some 
of the latter indulged tbe haWt of pushing on be¬ 
fore their neighbor to shoot any bird they may have 
seen alight, or bad reiuon to believe was upon his 
beat. Afterwards Henry romarkod, as a sort of sO' 
liloquy, “He was a poor man—did not have much 
eduoatioQ, and supposed he did not know; but he 
did not thbk it ri^t for one sportsman to inn in 
ahead of another in order to shoot a bird before 
him. Probably ho was wrong; but that was the 
way ho felt, and could not help it.” 

It w.as this curious individual who waked us the 
next morning at an hour 1)efore daylight, and enjoyed 
heartily the satls&ction of rousing us up at that nn* 
seemly limo. We were no way loth, however, and 
hastily swaHowing our breakfasts and launchiug our 
boats, pushed out under cover of the darkness for 
our respective points. As yet the water and land 
were scarcely distanguishable, and localities could 
only be detennined by intuition. Night was still 
brooding with outstretched wiugs on the earth; the 
sky sconod to be close overhead, and the clouds 
could not be distinguished from the open heavens. 
Slowly, however, the outlines of the horizon be¬ 
came apparent; th«r the heavy masses of lowering 
cloud ttmt hung iu the eastern sky, .*u)d left a nar¬ 
row, trausparent strip of light heta'een themselves 
and the horizon, came out in strong relief; the stars 
faded and turned dim; ti'ees, bushes, and distant 
elevations—the miiintue of the landscape—ap- 
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peared 5 long Unes of sedgo-graes and. reeds sprang 
up from tho water; tlio eastern sky, and especially 
the bright strip beneath the oldnd, became lighter} 
a roseate Ungo spread itself orer the meadows, 
deepesing to intensity in the east, aud at last the 
KUn peeped over the horizon. 

Occasionally daol» will move at the first break 
of dawn; but frcqneutly, as in the present imitance, 
they do not fiy till about snnruc; ^ea the canvas- 
hades oommeuced coming iu from the open water; 
the reddreads accoiupanicd them; and the mallards, 
aroused from safe beds among the reeds, flew with 
loud qanckiiigs overhead. Lata-, the rapid blue- 
bills and te^ darted past, the plu-lails moved 
majestically in stately lines, and the dimlnntivo 
butter-halls hurried by. The rising sun dissipated 
the clouds, and tho increasing wind aiinounccd a 
glorions ducking-day. 

To enjoy this sport tlioroughly, or to make the 
most of the chances offered, i-equircs long practice 
and pecoliar skill; but, when this skill has been ac¬ 
quired, no specialty in sportmansbip can be carried 
to higher perfection, or confer move intense delight. 
To observe quickly and note the direction of flight 
of the distant flock; to catch sight of tho single 
bird jnst topping the reeds; to hide well from the 
»harp eyes of the approaching ducks; to keep a 
steady footing, yielding to the treacherous motions 
of tlie nnsleady boat without loaing self coaimaad; 
to measure the distance accurately from birds pass¬ 
ing high in air; to select the proper moment to 
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fire, and to cletermine correcstly tho speed of tho 
moving object'} to do all these things at once, witli- 
ont hesitation or fciluro in any particular, requires 
in a man the highMt qualities of a.sportsman, liie 
^vonderisthot sucooes is so often attained; for there 
aro many men irho will kill almost every bird that 
comes fturly •ffithio rangit, and who will tell youbefore 
they shoot whether they arc sure of killing or not. 

Unfortunately our pai ty, although tolerably pro¬ 
ficient, were far fixtm perfect. Many were tho fair 
shots missed, or only half hit, and more still wci'c 
the impossible shots that wei-« w.asted. The wind 
drove the birds upon tlie long neck of reeds called 
Grassy Point, ^vhere several of iia had located 
ourselves, and tho river-scows, or small boats, oo- 
carionally passing kept them in motion. 

During the morning Rcveial flouks of 6\faiia wore 
seen, looking, when they passed in front of a dark 
idoud, like flying snow-flakes. AUUov^h somewhat 
resembling the appearance of geese, at a distanoo, 
the bfeit of their wings and llieir trumpet-voiced 
cry are altogether dlflerent. They wci-e very shy, 
keeping far out of range; but ezdted our uerves 
at tho mere thought of what glory would be con¬ 
ferred if they should haj^ten to come wiUiiti the 
jjroper distaiit-e. 

One of our party, however, acquired but little 
credit by a shot which he made at a flock of geese 
that passed within twenty yards of him. He was 
of Milesian descent, and explained the occurrouee 
afterwards as follows: 
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“Tou see, I was watctung them conic closer and 
closer, and maldng my calculation to pick ont two 
fine ones. I know tbe fijllow »t the bead was au 
old gander, and tough; but right behind him came 
two loader, juicy youngsters—^together the &i;tcst 
and best in the whole flock. "Well, it took me some 
time to make this selection, and, letting ibc old one 
go by, I was jnst about preparing to knock over the 
two others right and loft—and done it I sliould 
have, because I intended to, you know. 'Well, I 
put up my gun, and was about taking aim, and 
was waiting for them to get just in the right po- 
sitiou—^for I was as cool as I am this moment; an 
old hunter like me is not easily flurried. IVelkthcy 
were almost ready, and I was on the point of cat¬ 
ting them down, when somebody else—bad luck to 
him—nbont a liundrcd yards ofi| fired into the 
flock, or CO1JI-S0 they flii-tcd in every dhection, 
and darted about so, that I lost sight of those I 
selected; and how could you expect me to kill any 
others when I had made up my mind to have 
those? Toil need not Jangh because I missed 
with both barrels; I wouldn’t have missed if the 
birds had been in thmr proper placca, whcie I was 
pointing my gnn.” 

So it was that we obtained no geeae. But tho 
canvas-backs and mallards, iu the caily morning, 
made up fortbe deficiency; and when, towards mid¬ 
day, they ceased flying, some of our party resolved 
to pole for wood-ducks. 

To do this, ns has been heretofore intimated, re- . 
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quiies more prActice than eren shooting from 
“pointa”—exacting from the sportsman not merely 
reaihness in handling the gnn, hnt activity of mo¬ 
tion and aocniacy of balance. The gun, at full 
cock, is laid in its rack across the tinvart; or, as I 
prefer, from one thwart to another, with the trig¬ 
gers up; the sportsman, standing erect on the stem, 
-wields his pole -with care, av<dding noise, and never 
by any cbancc tonching the side of tiie beat with 
it, for nothing abrms the birds so much as rapping 
on the ride of the boat, although it is not easy tu 
avoid doing so. He faces forward, raises the pole 
cnrefully, and replacing it without a splash or a blow 
on the craoklbg stems or leaves of the lilies, uses 
liis body as a fulcrum as often as ho wishes to alter 
the direction of the boat. He works bis way against 
the wind as much as possible, and, casting his eyes 
in every direction, is always on the alert Suddenly, 
with a roar like distant thunder, a wood-duck, gene¬ 
rally the male, starts from tho weeds, and with o 
. envious cry, Hke that of a wailing infant, makes the 
"best of his way from the approaching danger; in¬ 
stantly the sportsman drops the pole, wherever it 
may be—in mid air or deep in tho mnd; just plsoited 
or at its full roach—and spiinging to his gun, raises 
it with rapidity bnt deliberation, and, if the bird 
has not already gained a e.nfe distance, dischargcB 
it ■^vitll the best effect he Is able to commaiul. Fre¬ 
quently, at the report, another bird will start, and 
offer n to and generally successfal shot 
To one accustomed to kill quail, this shooting, 
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after the awkwardness arising from toe motion of 
the boat is oveteome, is not difflcnlt; but the knack 
of dropping tbo pole at once is almost unattainable. 
Most persons, at first, frantically endeavor to de¬ 
posit the pole in tbo hout, and cannot drop it 
instantly; others give it an energotlo push. The 
former allow the birds lime to escape, while the lat¬ 
ter increase the nnsteadiuess of the boat. 

The birds nsually rise well, attaining the beiglit 
of twenty feet before they moTO diicctly away, and 
lienee pfosent a good ^ot. If they arc missed, 
they may be marked down, pursued, and started 
agiiin; and as they are fi equeiitly very munerous, 
and rise at unexpected momenta, they keep the 
sportsman excited, nuUl, worn out with the oxccs- 
aive and nnoccusiomed labor, ho has to stop and 
rest. If tho watei' is low the poling is hard work, 
and at the most favorable times will be found .snt- 
fiolently exhausting. The birds principally frequent 
the lily bods, which stvetoh out in broad patches 
whore the watci* is moderately deep; but they are 
also found in open spots among tho high reeds, and 
occasionally among the doer-tongue. 

There arc several kinds of weeds growing in the 
shallows of the bay, and restricted in their extent 
by its depth. The reeds, wWch in the foil I'cscmble 
a ripe field of grain, have crimson stems, and nar- 
roir yellow loaves, almost inclosing tho atoms at 
their base and streaming gracefully in the wind at 
the top; they thrive in sballow water, and, attain¬ 
ing a height of twelve feet, form the hiding-plaeos 
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of tlie sportsman. Tfae wild rico has a greenish- 
yellow stem, with longer Joints and without leaves; 
it hranehes at the end into the seed-receptacles, and 
is not found in such large patches. The deer- 
toDgne gi-ows in deeper water, and retains its green 
hoe till the weather intimates that winter is present, 
It has a leaf like a doll spear-head, that projects hut 
a few inches above the surface; and its stout stems, 
springing up close tc^ether, constitute a serious 
obstacle to the adviuicing boat. There are also 
scattered patches of weeds, usually called grass 
because they are green, but with a round, hollow, 
tapering stein, or leaf, that has no resemblance 
whatever to gitss. 

Early in tho season, when there are fow birds fly¬ 
ing over the points, and the young, tender, and gen¬ 
tle wood-ducks ovowd the marshes and wiM perrait 
an easy approach, it is customary to employ a p-ao- 
ter, wliO poles tho boat wldle the sportsman sits on 
the forward thwart, gun in hand, I'cady in a moment 
to ent down the feeble birds. But if any of the 
shooting is to be done li-om the points, the puiuor 
will be found in the way, increasing the unsteadi¬ 
ness of the boat and aagiueuting the danger, already 
snfficiently great. Although by no means proficient, 
I alwa}^ prefer poling myself, and rvill never permit 
any gnus in the boat but my owu. 

On the day more parUcularly i-eferrod to in this 
chapter, we fonnd the birds pleotiful, althongh ra- 
thOT wild, and had. grand sport, starting the ciying 
wood-dnoks and the quacking mallards from theif 
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liWiiigr-pIaces, aj»d kiiUns a goodly numljer in spite 
of tlioii' sharp ears and strong -wings. 

Of the partaculav shots, the numcrocia misses, the 
various inishaj)?, it vrero vain to tell. A baptism in 
tlie shallow Iray-water is reganled as a necessary 
initiation, and not being dangcroris, tins cei emouy is 
frequently repeated. Gocnl shots avo rarer flian bad 
ones, even with the best marksmen, and perhaps the 
autiior would have to vindicate truth by telliog some 
a-wkward blmitlers of his ow3i, and tints forfeit tlio 
readt'r's respect for ever. It issnfRcient for the i-ead- 
cr to recall the best day’s sport at ducks he ever 
ijad, to imagine his own shooting condderably im* 
proved,his slnmgth nnil activity augmented,and his 
promptest delibenitlon surjwssed; and he will have 
a faint idea of onr perforin:mce. It Is enough to 
say the birds were llicre, and wo were there. 

Towards night Ave ocenpiod a scries of points 
above the Gap, as it is called—an opening between 
the islaud where the house is situated and the land 
beyond—and waited for the evening flight. *1310 
■wind had died away, nod as the sun was setting, the 
mallards came in from the lake to pass the night. 
Innumerable floek.?, one after another, appeared from 
behind the trees, .anil passing overhead, settled down 
into the reecls. By twos, threes, or hundreds in a 
flock, in straight, even lines of battle, or beut like 
t!ie two aides of a triangle, or in long single file, their 
wings ArliBtling in the still air, or jjrodumng reporta 
like pop-guns as they flirted or touched one another 
—immense numbers moved over us. 
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Haring ascertained by several ineffectual abota 
that they were fer ont of raoge, we watched them 
with delight and cariosity, wondering whence they 
could aQ come, and whither they were going. There 
was no abatement or pause till the increasing dark¬ 
ness shut them out fiwra our sight. Had we been 
prepared with Ely’s wire cartridge we could have 
rained destruction among them, but as it was we 
only killed a few chance birds; and then reassem¬ 
bling our party where the open lead joined the bay, 
wo returned to the olnb-iiouse together. 

The next day being clear and still, it was devoted 
to fishing and exploring. A Kcutuclciau who was 
among our nuinbci's, having no fishing in liis own 
State, and knowing uolbiag of salmon or striped- 
bass, and little oftrout, was devoted to black-buss fish¬ 
ing. Persuading the writer to go in the boat with 
l)im, while two fi iends accompanied us in another, 
we crossed tUc bay, and having fastened laigo Bud’s 
^oons to the cud of stout band-lines, proceeded to 
troll in the most primitive inauuer. 

The bass were plentiful, and ru&biiig from their 
loirs in tlic weeds close to the shore, darted out 
nlior the boot hod passed, and dcvoui'cd our baits. 
Although quite large, they gave feeble play, turning 
over and over in the water, .and laroly jumping with 
the vigor of fish brought up in cooler latitudes j in 
fact, tho river and lake buss differ so greatly ivs to 
seem almost to belong to di^rent species. The river 
fish, which lie in the discolored water whore long 
weeds gi^ow from a bottom of deep mad, are yellow 
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in color, have a largo head, and a yellow iris to tho 
eye. The lake fish, which prefer the cleai'er element 
near rocky shoals, liave a smaE head aud red- 
dish eye, arc dark-sided imd vigoroas, have a large 
forked tail, and are in finitely proferablo on the table. 

One of oai' iVieiids lu the other bo-it was a pitwli- 
oal joker, and of a lively turn of mind. Ho at first 
aroused liimselfhy jerking the lino of his conipauiou 
who sat nearer the how, to induce him to think 
it was a bite; then he lauded ail tho fish that were 
taken on dihor hook; aiid finally, having aeciden* 
tally caught his hook into bis companion’s and ditvwri 
it In withoat tho letter’s knowledge, he himg it on 
the gunwale and had the fishing to himsolfi As the 
poi-tion of the line, or bight as sailors call it, which 
still towed overboard kept up tho ordinary stmn, 
bis osiKMuato was in great wondoinucnt .at his b.ad 
Inok, and did not disoover the rca:.an till the fishhig 
was OTcr. 

Having absolntely filled our boats with ba.‘>a that 
weighed from two to four pounds, and having or- 
dorecl a good dinner ut the cinb-hoitse to entertain 
some strangens, we returned, rather disgusted with 
stich tame qiort. 

We caught, besides the bass, a few jjickcrcl and a 
small pike-perch, lueic^erea Americana ; and found 
the most successful bait was a red and tin siKioii, 
with a wliite feather on the hook. Tho natives call 
the pickerel a grass-pike, and tho pike-perch a 
pickerel. Those curious nondoscripfs—half fish, 
half reptile—bill or gar-fiab, le^idoateua, relies of on- 
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tccliluvian ages, were seen iu Uie water, bat are only 
taken in the net. 

The weather had been dear, mild, and still; it 
cootinued so for several days, and as storm and 
wind are neoessarj" to duck-shooting, onr sport, al¬ 
though pleasant, was greatly dicniuislied. Conse* 
queatly we rose at reasonable hoars, ate comforta¬ 
ble breakfasts, fmd smoked oui* pipes before we loft 
the house. One momog, as I was about departing, 
the Kontacky fishertnao, who had found tho weather 
admirable for his sport, nUered to bet ten of the 
largest fish be would catch against the largest bird 
I dionld shoot, that I would uot kill a do^ ducks. 
Of course I accejjtod the wager. 

It was unproinieing weather, still and wai-m, and 
there was absolutely no flight either duiing the 
morning or evening; but by chance two cormo¬ 
rants oanie close to my stand. Without waiting 
to distinguish wliat tlicy were I fired, kiUbg one 
dead, and dropping the other some distance off in 
the open water. My disgust on picking np tho one 
nearest, and observing tlm thick legs, ugly shape, 
and crooked yellow bill, was only diminished by the 
recollection of my bet. I lost, fiuling in the end to 
bring home tiie dozen birds—although I shot moro 
than that number, but was unable to recover several 
that fell in the weeds—aud on my return, using that 
fact as an exense, endeavored to beg off. Tim Kea- 
tuckian was delighted; imagining from my conversa¬ 
tion that I had shot .a cauvaaback, and antidpatiog an 
amQsngtriumph, hcintistedupontbelcttcrofOie law. 
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Otir as was inti-nSed on my part, at- 

1 ra<'tpd llto atli?Mii<ni and interest of all the mein- 
Ijors, and tny opjionmit waited witi a victorious air 
1 ,iil I Bliiudd l)rin'' him my Ian»est bird. At last, 
after njuch procrastination, it was prodneed amid 
Riicii shouts as rarely wing through the old clnh- 
Imuse. Ill vain did n»y Kentucky friend attempt to 
disclaim his ni-qubition or jiroposo to waive his 
lights; '• he would have (be bii-d, and be must take 
him; it u us a rcmarkahly fine one of the kind, and 
a good fijiceimen.’* At last ho burst forth: 

“Oil, gel out with your cormorant 5 take him 
away; do, and I'll never make anotlior bet with 
you as long as I live.” 

To this day, in tiiat section of the "West, a mau 
who is too exacting occasionally wins a cormorant. 

Ttip time tlmt ciriaimslances permitted me to de¬ 
vote to ]»leasnre was drawing to .v close, and the 
last mtirtiing that was to bo appropriated to tho 
docks liad arrived, when, as I was about loading 
my boat, Ilcniy stood before me, and with great 
earnestness pc-marked: 

“I am going to shoot with j'ou to-ilay, air." 

If 1m? hail said, “I am going to shoot yon,” h« 
could not Iiavo spoken with more firmness and so- 
lemuityj or, if he had anticipated the most violent 
coutriulivlioM, he could not have assumed a more 
coDvinring mammr. The propt^al, as it suggested 
an aogroeiitcfl bag for my last day, was, however, 
cordially welcome; and, as soon as he was ready, I 
inquired in an unconcerned manner: 
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“'Wtjll, wliidi way shall we g*?” 

Ilie effrontery of the question Mrly took him 
and, pausing in apparent irresolution as to 
whether he was not in danger of being caught at 
last, he seemed for a moment half indined to run 
for it Incoherently he commenced his usual re- 
f^nse about not giving advice; paused, and tiien, 
in a sadly reproachful tone, remonstinted as fol* 
lows: 

“ Yon know if I were to give advice to gentle¬ 
men, and they weto to have bad luck, they would 
blame me; and how can I know all the time where 
the ducks are flying ? ” 

“ But, Ileniy, as we are going together, I must 
certainly bo told where the place is to be.” 

This appeared to euipnsc him; for, after a mo¬ 
ment’s deliberation, he jumped into bis boat-, and, 
seizing his paddle, said, “I am going to Grassy 
Point,” and made off as fast as he couU. 

“■VTcll, Heiny, I suppose I shall Lave to go with 
yon, instead of you with me; but the diffei'ence is 
not very gieat” 

He seemed confused, imd in doubt whether ho 
bad not otnnpTomiscd Mmself, and paddled with 
such speed that I could scarcely keep up with him. 
Soatod with his feee towards the bow of tho boat, 
his gnns lying ready for instant use in frout of him, 
he plied his doable paddle—that is to say, a long 
paddle with a blade at both ends, which are dipped 
alternately—with a vigor that would have distanced, 
ibr a short stretch, the most ejq)ert rower. Xike 
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the other n&taTeo, he pieferred the doable paddle to 
the oars. While u.sing it he could make an accii- 
rate eourae—an important oonaideration in tho 
iutriente channels; could watch foe a chance shot 
ahead of him, or chase a wounded duck advanta¬ 
geously ; at a modoiiito epeed, could tnivel a long 
journey; and, for a spurt, oould surpass the same 
boat propelled by oars; and wi>s not annoyed by 
catohiog the blades in tho iimnmarable weeds. 5o 
great was the respect that I acquired for the double 
paddle, from his manner of wielding it, that I there¬ 
upon resolved to have one and learn to use it, even 
if I did suffer somewhat iu tbo aitcmpt. 

We proceeded in unbroken silence, and, reaching 
the point, located ourselyes well upon it, not far 
apart, and awmted llio duidcs. llenvy was an ex¬ 
cellent shot, and sot me an example that I did my 
best to follow; bnt as tho birds did not fly well, wo 
left at the expiration of a conplo of how's, and 
crossed Mud Oi-eet into tho main swamp, called 
Lattimer Marsh. On the way, happening to pass 
an old muskrat lioogc, my curiosity was excited, 
and I mqnired: 

“ Are there any animals in that house now ? ” 

“ I don’t know whether there are any atilmals, 
sir; there might be some sort of animals, but thci'e 
are not any rats.” 

“ Where are the vats, then f ” 

“ They all disappear in summer; they leave tlicii- 
houses, and in the fall build new ones. I can’t tell 
what becomes of them; but they have queer ways. 
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They "build a "big house—a sort of family house, as 
I call it—-where a nninher of them dwell; and 
around it, about fifty rods smaller ones, where 
each rat appears to feed or go when ho -wants to be 
alone. There are geneiaUy two entrances, ono 
above and Uie other under walCT, so that when the 
hay is frozen over tliey can get in.” 

“ How do yon catch them ? ” 

“"We set spriog-trajxs of iron, but without teetb, 
so not to hurt the shin, near their bouses, and 
-\rhere wo think they will be apt to step into them. 
Tlio time to catch them is from the let of March till 
the lOlh of April.” 

“ Caa anybody trap them ? ” 

“Oh no, sir; tliat wouldn’t do at all; a pci’soti 
has to own the land, or have the right to trap. The 
land isn’t -worth much, though—only about a dollar 
an acre.” 

“The Indian name of oiuski'at la Kiid to be 
musksipash ? ” 

“I don’t know how that is; "but I have beard 
people call thom so. There are .a good many in the 
marsh, and we sometimes make three or four hun¬ 
dred dollars a year from them.” 

“•But, os the swamp fills up and the land, makes, 
-wmi’t they disappear?” 

“Ho, sir; the swamp isn’t filling up; but the 
land is sinking, or the water rising—eliiier on© or 
the oQier; for the swamp is growhig larger. The 
trees on the island are h^g killed by the water- 
some are dead already; and every year more high 
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land Ijccomea meadow, and the meadow tuma into 
swamp.” 

“I thoHght the Westera lakes wei'e growing 
shallow, aud receding yearly.” 

“Not here, sir. Why, ttet long spit of reeds 
beyond Grassy Point was dry land once, so that 
you oouH drive a team dear over to Squaw Island; 
there were largo ti-oea on it, hut they are all dead, 
and the channel between it and the island is rix 
feet deep.” 

“ All the better for us spoi'tsmen. Have yon any 
other valnable animals besides the rats ? *’ 

“A few otter; but not many. No, sir; the 
ducks are the most valuablo things we have.” 

“They will soon be killed oft” 

“No, air; as there is no shooting allowed in 
spriug they are becoming more plenliful. They are 
tamer, too; and some stay here all summer and 
breed. It was the spring shooting, when tliey were 
poor and thin, that killed them oft* or drove them 
away.” 

“ How many birds can a good shot average daily 
the season tlirongli ? ” 

“ I think I can kill forty a day, but perhaps there 
are some men who can shoot better. But now, sir, 
if you will choose yenr stand, I will go a little way 
below.” 

I ensconced myself in a bunch of high weeds sur- 
rounded by a pond ef open watei-, and killed a few 
mallards. The birds did not fly wdl, however, and 
wo moved from place to place in the hope of better 
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luck, and vpith a restiessneas that sliowcd iiicmaing 
dissa^s&etioD on tile port of Heniy; so that 1 was 
not Bnrprised when, early in ilie aftenioou, he told 
me that he must rclara to the club-hoase. I re¬ 
mained for some hours whevo he left me; bnthear¬ 
ing rapid shoolmg near the Gap, I poled ruy way 
there through a hroad field of lilies, koowu as the 
Pood Lily Channel, and there, to my surprise, found 
Henry. 

■Whether it was the desire to be alone, for his 
peculiarity of preferring to shoot by himself has 
been mentioned, or whether ho was tempted by a 
favorable fiight of birds, I never kuew 5 when I ap¬ 
peared, ho paddled hastily away as though ashamed, 
and made no answer to ray inquiries as to what 
detained him, or how they could mantle without 
him at the house. Unceremoniously occupying his 
place, I completed the evening, and the nllottod 
hours of my stay, with some exccllout shooting at 
fiocks of mallards, widgeons, and hlue-hills, that poui-- 
ed tbron^i the Gap in ©udlcss flights, till after dmk. 

Then, for ths last lime, I rowed through the dark¬ 
ness towards the well-known point; fur the last time 
sat down at the groaning board which our kind- 
hearted landlady had fnrnidiod so liberally; played 
laylast game with the enulu'e-loving son of Kontnoky; 
smoked a farewell pipe of KiUMneiok in the so¬ 
ciable drele around tho air-tight ; slept for the last 
time in the comfortable bed nnder the hoajribible 
roof of the club-honso; and next morning, having 
seen my associates depai't, each in Lis little boat, and 
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bid them farewell, I set ont, witli my blrda pack* 
cd iu 5ce, for the City of New York. My friendfl 
welcomed iBo and my birds gladly. Header, had 
you been my fiicnd, you would also hare welcomed 
us both. 

It is surprising howwcU the duck-shooting in the 
confluents of tlio great lakes has hold out iu spite 
of time and breech-loaders. Wild ducks, like tame 
ones, lay fifteen to twenty eggs, not like the English 
snipe, which rarely lays moro than four. They go 
to inaccessible places to brood, aud are so tough, 
strong, and aotirc, that tlicy can put tlieir natural 
enemies almost at defiance, l^riog shooting has 
been forbidden, and tbo result is that as many are 
now killed every fall as were killed twenty years ago. 
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STTSaESTlOlCS TO SFOUTSUSSr. 

THB^Tord “sport” hfis been more abused, ill-ti-eatcd, 
and misapplied than any other in ottr language;, of a 
higb, pnre, nnd noblo signification, it bos been 
debased to uuwortby objects; of a restricted and 
refined siguiiicanoe, it has been extended to amass 
of improper matters; fi'om its natural elegant appro¬ 
priateness, it bns been degraded to vnlgar and dis¬ 
honest associations. 

The miserable wretoli who lives on the moat oob- 
templiblo passion in boman nature, and with practised 
skill cheats those who would cheat him—winning by 
the ua&irrnlesofgamcs, so-called, of chance—or, with 
less conscicnoe, converting that chance into a oortain- 
ty, culls himselfa sporting man. The individual who, 
baviug tJ'ained a horse np to the finest condition of 
actiri^ and endurance, drives or rides him under 
lash and spur round a coarse to win a sum of money, 
although ho may call himself a sportsman, is really 
a bosiness man. The daruig backwoodsman of the 
Far West, who follows the fleet elk or timiddeer, and 
who attacks the formidable buffalo or grizzly boar, 
is less a sportsman than a mighly hunter; the man 
who shoots with a view of selling his game is a 
markot-gunnev; and he who kills that he may eat is 
a pot-hunter. 
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The sportsman pnvsnea his game for pleasure; Le 
does not aspire to follovr the grander auimals of the 
ohascj makes no profit of his success, giving to hie 
friends more than he retains, shoots invamhly upon 
tie \ving, and never takes a mean advantage of bird 
or man. It is his prido to kill •what he does kill 
elegantly, soientiScsdly, andmerdfiiUy. Quantity is 
not his niobition; he never slays more than he can 
use; he never inflicts an unnecessary pang or fires 
an nnfeir shot. 

The man ■who, happening to find birds plenliful 
io warm weather, and, after murdering all that he can, 
loaves them to spoil, is no more a sportsman than he 
who fires into a huddled bevy of qujul, or who eon- 
eidera every bird as representing eo much money 
value, and to be converted into i t .is soon as possible. 

The sportsman is generous to his associate, not 
seeking to obtain the most shots, but giving away 
the advantage in that particular, and recovering it 
if possible by superiority of aim j for alchongli to be 
a sportsman a person must naturally be an enilin- 
siasC, he should never forget wbat he owes to his 
friend, and above all wbat he owes to liimselfi 

Boys and Qermaua need not imagine that killing 
robins or blackbirds on trees, no umtteic how nu¬ 
merously, is q>ort. Robins and blackbiids, the 
latter eq)e(aally, if the old song is to be believed, 
make daintypie8,but do not constitute an object of 
pursuit to the sportsman. Diminutive birds shot 
silting are as far beneath sport as gigantic wild 
animals shot standing or runnijig are above it. The 
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only objects of the sport-sman’e pni-sait are the game 
birds; not in the confined sense used in old times by 
the English, when the vei^ prince of all—the wood- 
coefe—^was excluded from the list, but embracing crery 
bird» fit for the table, that is babituaJly shot on the 
wing. Many of these, perliaps the finest, gamest, 
and brarcst, are shot over dogs, where the wonderful 
insUnol of the animal aids the iutelUgence of the 
human 5 but whether followed by the faithful setter, 
or lured to bobbing decoy; killedfrom points where, 
prone in therecds, the eager i^orlsmau, insensible to 
cold or wet, at the grey of dawn or dusk of night, 
awaits his pi’ey; or from the convenient bliud whioh 
tlie delndcd birds approach without suspicion, or 
pni'Sned with horac and wagon on the open plaiu— 
these all are game birds, and he who foUows them 
legitimately is a sportsman. 

Wild birds, like the tame ones, are given for man’s 
nsc, and the best use that can be made of them is the 
one that will confer most health, nourishment, and 
happiness on mankind. Fanatics imagino that 
although birds may be killed, it must be done only 
to furnish food; as if there was nothiug beyond eat¬ 
ing in this world, and as if coutribulion to health 
were not as essoitial as st^pUes to the stomach. The 
two may and should be combined; a man who is 
hungry may kill that he may be satisfied, the man 
who is sickly may kill that he may recover—ueilher 
may kill in excess; and a third may kill lest ho 
become sick, provided notluog is injured that b uot 
used. 
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Death befoi'o the laxmle ofa gnn, in the hands of 
an exporleoced tuarkaixan, when the body of the 
cliarge strithig the object tciminates life instantly— 
and oTen whenjintbchmids ofabnngler, the wounded 
bii'cl 3S not pnt out of his pain (dll be is retrieved—is 
&r more nierdful than tdter capture in a trap, aoeoiii* 
panied with agonies of apprehonsiou and perhaps 
days of starva^on, till the thoughtless boy shall 
remember his snare and awkwardly end life. Tlie 
birds of the air and bensts of the field are given for 
man’s use and advantage, wliedier doincsticntcc, 
or wild as they once all were 5 and if they servo to 
snpply him with food or healthful exercise, and csj>c> 
cially if they do both, they have answered th<ni- pur¬ 
pose. It is certainly no more brutalizing to shoot 
them on the wing or in thu open field, wlieii they 
haTC a reasonable ohauce to escape, than to wring 
their uedks in the barn-yard, or knoot them on the 
hoad with an axe. 

To become a sportsman, the first thing to acquii'C 
—provided nature 1ms kiadly furnished tl\e pro¬ 
per groundwork of heart and body, without which 
little can be done—^is the art of shooting. A few, 
very few men become, through fortuitous mrenm- 
sttmoes of jiatnre and practice, splondid shote; many 
shoot weQ, and some cannot dioot at all. The 
author of this work has handled a gun ftom his 
twelfth year, and been ont with thonaauda of sports¬ 
men, blit be never yet saw a dead shot^ue who 
can kill every time. 

Crack shots, howevm', are nnmeroua; and include, 
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according to Frank Foirater, those who, in covert 
and out of cM)vert, the season through, will kill three 
out of five of tie birds that rise fairly within l•a^Ig8; 
bnt in the opinion of the author, the application 
sbonld ho extended to any man who can kill two 
out of five on an average. This oaloulatioii, how¬ 
ever, has no reference to feir shots; every bird that 
rises within twenty-five yards and is seen, though it 
be hut for an instant, and many that rise at thirty- 
five yards, are to be oonulcd. 

In onr country Ujere is so muck covert, that the 
mnu who picks his birds aod only fires at open 
chances, isapottercr, nawortliy even of the com¬ 
mon-place name of gunner; ho has uotiuiig of the 
eportstnan and little of the man about him. Afraid 
to Jni&s anxious to boast of bis skill, desirous of sui'- 
pasiing his friends, he unites the qualities of braggart 
and sneak. 

Bo liberal in your shots; do not grudge ammuni¬ 
tion, nor dread the disgrace of a rotss—the disgrace 
of elndiog the trial is far greater j and no man who 
waits for open shots, and acquires a hesitating man¬ 
ner, will ever eflfect anything brilliant. If you miss, 
there are always plenty of excellent excuses at hand 
—your foot slipped, the bird dodged, a tree iutev- 
vcDcd; or, yon liit him hard, out out Ms feathera, 
or even killed him stone dead, hut be did not fall at 
once.. If you doubt the validity of these exousos, 
go out with the best shot you know, and obseive 
whether he does not furnish you with ten times tho 
number in a week. 
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X«>w, llio author cniiiiot atioot, on<l never could; 
l)ut lie inuiiagei; to liriii;; home ns many qnail, wood 
cot^h, snipe, rail, nifloil gronso, aiul dncke, on the 
avora;'i’, as any of }iis frifixla. JIc observes that 
nia*!t of them ijiu» as often as ho does, with no bet¬ 
ter excuses, and some lar oftencr; but stiQ lio never, 
to the best of his bclicli saw the season during whidi 
ho hilleii—that M, bagged—one-half of tho bii-ds he 
shot at. Some professionals, of course, shoot at one 
kind of game wondei-fiJly; the guuners of Long 
Island Bay are a-Htoimdliigly accurate on wilj-fowl, 
but would not kill one <in;ul in a week; wliUc some 
men w ho coxild scarcely touch ft duck, baniLc their 
guns s]dc*iiilidty in the tliiekost cover. Professionals, 
howevoi’, tisnally j'ield the best chmieea to tliclr em¬ 
ployers, and irta}' be more siilfnl than they seem; 
but among ainatenrs the author claims a rank that 
will at least entitle liinv to judge of othcia. 

Tlio iiuijority of pcr.sons rarely consider how many 
birtls cacape, wkhoiit the liiult of the mar^maa; at 
over thirty yards the best gun, esjweiaUy when a 
little dirty, wUl leave openings in the charge where 
a bird may be hit with only one sliot, if at all. 
Ducks, the larger bay-snipe, ruffed grouse, and, 
above all, qii-til lalo in the season, will can-y off 
Bcveral shots—flying away apparently unhurt, al¬ 
though in the end they ntay 4ll dead. If the gun 
was held perfectly straight this woiild happen less fre- 
queuily; but to so hold it is almost impossdble, for no 
living man could kill, once in a down times, a flying 
bird with a singlo ball; and even then the probabb 
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Mcs are, that a yeUow-leg snipe shot at more than 
thirty-five yards o^ would once in five times carry 
away the few peJlets that may strike him; and at 
forty yards escape entirely untouched. If the reader 
will select the l^t tai^et bis gun can male© ftitb an 
ounce of No. 8 shot at forty yards, and see how 
many spaces there are entirely vacant huge enough 
to contain a snipe, be will he conviaoed that the 
above statement is correct; and at fifty yards, the 
chances are three to one against the marksman. Sii- 
Prands Frands, who is a good authority in Eng¬ 
land, says, iliat to hill one bird in two shots is good 
shooting; and there tlie grounds are almost always 
open, while Ibo revoi-se is the case with us. 

Do not be disconiugcd, therefore, if the sun gets 
in your eyes, your foot slips, the bird dodges, a few 
floating feathers are the only result of your effort, 
or you malco a deau miss; others do the same. 
Neither lose your temper nor curse your liiet, .as by 
BO doing yim may excite your nerves jind injure 
your shooting, and cannot improve it. Be cool, 
never shoot without an attempt at aim, if it is only 
where the bird disappeared; take your disappoint¬ 
ments pleasantly, stiive to do your besf^ atid you 
will improve. 

Btmy docks fly at least ninety miles an hour; 
that is, twenty-six hnndred yards a minute, or forty- 
four yards a second; if, therefore, a duck starts at 
your feet with Uiat velocity, and yon require a 
sfjoond to cover him, he trill be out of range; or 
if he is flying across, aud you dwell one forty-foui-th 
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pavt of a second on your aim, yon mil miss him. A 
qnaU, late in tl>e scason,flies as fast as this, and rises 
with a rajndily equsii to his flight. He is often found in 
covort.s, dodges and twists with lemai-kable skill and 
jtulgment, frequently flies off in a direct line behind 
tbo thiekrat bnsh, mid requires the perfection of 
training to bring down anth certmuty. These arc 
difticnltios that patience alouo can ovcccorao; for if 
ftiiooting wore simple-, there would bo no art or pleas¬ 
ure in it. 

All hooks on sporting tell yon to fire ahead of 
cross shotB, and in this they are right; hut tlie rea¬ 
son they give is, that time is necessary for the shot 
to reach the object—in this they are wrong; shot 
moves infinitely faster than the bird, and for prao- 
ticiil purposes, roaches its mark inskuitaneausly. 
Human nerves and muscles, however, are imperfect, 
.and it requires an instant, an important one, to dis- 
ehavge the gun after the aim is taken. The result, 
tberefoTO, is the same, and you must endeavor to 
shoot ahead of the bird; and if he is flylug fast, for 
ahead, of him. If the motion of the object is follow¬ 
ed and the gun kept moving before the discharge, 
some wrilera allege no allowance need be made, but 
it is so dHficnlt not to pause slightly, that it is bet¬ 
ter in all cases to allow some inches. 

To follow the motion of a very fast-flying bird, is 
almost, if not quite impossible, and the attempt to 
do so at all, is apt to create a popping habit. When 
a hroad-bili, driving before a strong northwester, 
darts piwt, the best plan is to try and fire many feet, 
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even ten or fifteen, aliead of bim; and then you will 
rarely snccced in discharging your piece before lie is 
abi’oast of the muzzle, and frequently wiQ lag behind 
Mm. The aim most bo taken on the line of fiigbt, 
and a little attention will convince you that the bird 
ie up with the sight ere the trigger is fairly pulled. 
A i^owlodgc of this principle, and an ability to 
practise it, may be said to be the art of duck-shoot¬ 
ing; as in that there arc a vast majority of cross 
shots, and the birds fly rapidly. 

There is an erroneous idea that the eye must be 
lowered close down to the breech, m order to have 
a correct sum; but, while it is apparent if the neck is 
sot bent ut all there can be no aim, a slight inaccuracy 
will not only make no difference, but will give an 
advantage by throwing the shut high. It will be 
perceived, on fastening the gun in sin immovable 
position, that the eye may bo moved from near one 
hammer to the other, and the aim altered but a fow 
inches, on an object tliirty yards dislant^—an inao- 
cnracy, con.sidcriDg the spread of shot, which is 
utterly unimportant. 

So also, althoogb by the attraction of giavitation 
the charge falls somewhat, the deflection is too in- 
conriderable to merit attention. 

After watching himself ctwefully, i-eading what 
the best auftiors have written, and conq)arii^ ex¬ 
periences with his friends, the author has concluded 
that experienced sportiimen misa ftoni hesitation in 
pulling the trigger, dwelling on the aim, and nerv- 
onsly shrinking ftom the reooil. The first fault 
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aiisea jVom roiuo temporary or permanent con¬ 
dition of miiitl or body, tiic second from anxiety 
to nia^n nsanrance donWy sure, nnd die last from 
)>aUt^ 

If a luftii is naturally e^lon* he can never shoot fast- 
flying l3ird>»» but if bis iiugers are stiff from cold be 
can wann them. A resolution to fire boldly, and not 
to dread mbtiii", will cure the over-anxiety tliat 
deslroye its own intent, but to meet the recoil with¬ 
out giving to it, or pushinj against it, which is the 
more common mistake, Is often extremely difficult. 
This unfortunate habit, occurring at the moment of 
higlu'St cxcdlesut-nt amid the noise and smoke, is 
rarely noticed by the guUfy party, and some will at 
first stoDtly deny its existence. 

To mind the recoil of a gnu seems puBiUauImous, 
and few can believe, till assured by actual experi- 
Bjcnt, that it equals sixty or seventy pounds, and, 
will crush the bones of the body if immovably fixed. 
Let llic reader observe tbo next time that his gun is 
unwillingly left at half-cock, how far hewillpullit 
cut of aim, and how he will pnsli against it, when at¬ 
tempting to dischargo it at game. An aequaiutaueo 
of ibo writer, who would scout tho idea of bmng 
aftccted by the recoil of hh gun, and indeed would 
have sworn “hdidnotkidcabit,” was once chas¬ 
ing a diver on aplacid, ^ugguli stream, in a dug-ont. 
WliCa tho bird rose close to tho boat, the sportsman 
was standing erect, poMng himself with care in the 
unsteady craft, but as he pulled the ttigger he in- 
stinctavely pushed so hard, that, as the cap snapped, 
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he lost Ms haliulce, upset the canoe, and pitched for¬ 
ward l»cad-foreiBOst OTevhoard 1 

ProhaMy.onehalf ofthe&ir shots that are missed 
escape oa account of .this nofortimatc nciToiiKnesa; 
and it is a hahit that c»u only he cured by inces¬ 
sant care and anielaxcd wat<^u1ne8s. Anything 
that aifects the nerves, as siaokuig or drinhing, in¬ 
creases the difficulty, and the sudden flushing of a 
bird will cause it TJnbappily it is apt to he most 
prevalent when the sliootingis good and tlie sports¬ 
man excited, thus mining many of Ms best days. 
With heavy loads, or what is known as a kicking 
gun, the error will bo a^ravated; and most per¬ 
sons have no idea of the proper proportions of 
powdei- and shot, putting in immense quantities of 
the latter and sparing the formev. 

The true load for a guu not exceeding eight 
pounds in weight, regardless of its sixe or bore, Is 
one ounce and a quarter of sbot aud three drachms 
of the strongest jrawder, or three and a half di'achins 
of commoti powder. The same proportion should 
be reUdned if the gun is heavier or the charge in¬ 
creased. 'Where more shot is used power is lost 
and recoil aggravated ; and if the powder Is not 
augmented one ounce of drot will do better execution 
than two. 

lifony petvons who have asoeitaiucd tlus fiiot aud 
practise upon it, will inform you that tlrey drive 
their shot through the birds^ and consequently Mil 
them-instantly. TMsis a mistake; small shot arc 
rarely, if ever, driven thror^h a bird; but where 
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tlie force ia increased the blow is much harder, and 
atuus. It is the. relodlT rather than the size or 
number of the shot that tells. A. soldier in hattlo 
was struck on Iho hdt-plato by a spent roinie bullet 
not a half inch in diameter, and he described him- 
Belf as feeling that ho had been tom to pieces, and 
that a csamon-ball had gone ditediy through his 
body. 

The size of the shot is to be proportioned to the 
site of the bird—weigl»t, of conrso, being an ele¬ 
ment of power and teUing ou each iiuHvidual pellet 
—but the more the aggregate fimount can be re¬ 
duced the less the rcooiL Sii drachms of powdet 
and one onnee of shot, will not occasion ae mnoh re¬ 
coil as three drachms of powder and an ounce and a 
half of shot. 

The gnn slionid always be held firmly to the 
shonlder, and the shoulder never rested flgwost 
a solid substance; indeed, the collar-bone may be 
broken by simply firing directly upwards. Tlicrcr 
fore, neror fire in the air while lying on your back 
upon the ground, and be careful when shooting at 
ducks from n boat not to support yonrself upon the 
latter. 

If the reader still doubts the umversally disas¬ 
trous elfcets of cringiDg at the moment of dlschaige, 
let him have an assistant to load tho gun out of 
sight, who without his knowledge sh-oll vary the 
load, Dud occasionally put in none at all. Then let 
the reader fire at a mark, and in spite of the oiFoite 
which he will naturally make, he will find when 
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there is no load, and consequently nothing to dis¬ 
tract his attentioo, that ho does shrink, nnd pnll the 
mozrie somewliat offfthe object 

This book 13 not vnittea ibv beginners; tiieie are 
plenty of works 171111 every variety of instruction 
in them, and the reader Is supposed to have read 
thtiio, digested tbeircouteats, acquired a knowledge 
of tbe gnn, and some skill in Its nse, and to have 
boes frequently in tbe field, but to be i>evfeot 
neithev in the use of the gun, nor the practice of the 
spoitsmaii’s ai-t There are, however, a few simple 
suggestions that may prove valuable, not only in 
acquiring the ability to shoot, but in restor¬ 
ing it where, from want of practice, it has dimi¬ 
nished. 

The sportsman must be as quick and ready in 
handling his gun as tbe juggler in haadllng bis 
tools; ho innst bo able to briug it to his slioulder 
and point tho muzzle at .a stationary mark siinul- 
taoeously, to aim in every direction with equal 
facility, and to follow a moving object accurately. 
Hiis is merely mcobiiuical, and is acquired, like 
every other mechanical art, by dint of practice. 

Some writers recommend filing at turnips tossed 
through lie air by an asristant, and this is well; 
but an eqnally advantageous plan is to throw a soft 
hall about a room and take aim at it, pulling the 
trigger every time, mth an unloaded and uucocked 
gnn. Tbe sole, but important, recommendation of 
this ide.a is, that it may be carried out anywhere 
and at ifil seasons, and if the render will try it daily 
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for a week before going into the field, lie will per¬ 
ceive the cfiecta. 

So also, to actinire ^uiukoess: if the reader will 
tlirow two small objects—pcDuies, or the like—into 
the air, and endeavor to dm at or bit them both 
before they reacli the gronnd, he wDl in a short time 
obtain such facility that be will be able to lay down 
his gun, and after throwing the penoios, to pick it 
up and bit them both twice out of three times. 

To shoot at pigeons from a tr-ap, vobiiia from 
trees, mrd even sw allows on tbe wing, aUhongli the 
practice differs gi'eitly from shootbg at game, is 
useful ton certain extout; but steady and loug-con* 
tinned praotice (if this nature is injurious rather 
than beneficial. It is somewhat notorious diat tbe 
celebrated pigeon-shots are generally poor marks¬ 
men in tho field; and entirely at a loss in thick 
covei-t. 

•After all, however, the best place to learn the use 
of the gnn, while it is by all odds the pleasantest', is 
ill the field; where, amid the thousand beauties of 
nature, and nnder the excitement of the presence of 
game, tlie sptwtsmau by slow degrees overcoroes 
the innuiuoi-ablc diffiotilfics that sarround tho art 
of shooting dying. 

Closely allied to skill in killing the right object is 
tlie ability to avoid MEng the wrong one. A gun is 
extrancly dangerons—^how much so is known only 
to thoso who have handled it long; in spite of the 
best care it will occasionally go off at uueipectod 
times, and in careless hands is sure, sooner or later, 
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to do terriUo damage. Ereiy possible precaution 
nn^t be tabcn, vi^lance mast never be relaxed, tiie 
nnizzlc mnet under no (nrcnmstaoces point toaravds 
tbe owner or bis companions; if two men are crawl¬ 
ing through thick brush, the gun of tlie first must 
point forwards, and of the last, backwards; tho caps 
oi muado-londers should be removed on getting 
into a •wagon, and when the loaded weapon is left 
in a house the liaiiinrers ought nover to bo left 
down on tho cups; bnt, above all, no mmr who is 
not in search of an early gmve should pull a guu 
towards him by tho barrels. 

The.'io rules are eim^de, and the reasons for them 
apparent; if ibe hammer is on the oaj), a blow on it, 
or its catclniig on a twig, will dUcliarge the load; 
if a horse runs away, as boi-aos have an unpleasant 
habit of doing, even if the loch is at balfoock, the 
tumbler mny be Iwoken dorni; If a gun is capped in 
ft house, every one bat an idiot kuou's it Is loaded; 
and if it is drawn towanU a pei-son—as will bo 
often done by thonghtless people in taking it from 
a wagon or lifting it- frotfi a boat or from tho ground 
—it is almost sure to go off. 

In tbc field it should be aanled either at whole or 
bali^ock; nuldiorities differ as to which of these 
two modes is the ssifur. If tbc liauuuer is at fall 
cock, a touch on the tri^ev will set it loose; If it is 
at hnl^cock, iu the excitement of cocking it wlieu a 
bird rises unexpectedlf, it will often slip uninten¬ 
tionally. I prefer the fornier method, believiug 
that the sense of danger makes the person more 
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careful, and that the risk of a twig’s tonctog tho 
trigger in spite of the tii^ev-goard is very slight, 
while the weapon is ready for instant nse, and only 
has to be pointed at the object and discharged. 
Moreover, I have twice seen a gtiu that was at balf- 
cook dischwged when the sportsman was in'the act 
of cocking it hastily, and twice whoa putting it 
biek to half-cock; but tho piece should iiet'or for a 
moment be trusted oat of the sportsman's hands 
without his first jrntting it at balf-cockj nor should 
he ever cross a fence without tho s.'ime precaution. 
In chan^ng ikoTn whole to hiilf-coek, pass the ham¬ 
mer below the first notch, so as to hear a distinct 
click wlicn it is drawi back. 

Countiymen when about to walk a log over a 
inpid stream, will nsiially carefully put iho liammere 
down on the cap?, and placing tho butt on tlic log, 
steady themselves by ik thus insuring their destruc¬ 
tion if they.should happen to slip; and if they stand 
on a fence they do the same thing, and i-est the 
stock on tlie upper raih JTot only should 8 u<fii fol¬ 
lies he avoided, W the gun should never he leaned 
agsunst a tree, as thoughtless people avo apt to do 
when they stop at a qiiing to drink, and never 
placed where it can slip or roll. 

When you desire to reload a mnzzle-loader, put the 
hammer of the loaded barrel at half-cock, aud if the 
right baiTcl lias been discharged, set down the butt 
80 that the hammers arc towards you, and ilio oon- 
traxy way if the left- ban-el is to be loaded; in this 
manner yon will avoid brining your hand over tho 
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loaded band, and ia case the other cliargo should 
go offyou would lose the endofyonrth ninb, perhaps, 
but save most of your fingers. 

ITrom the foregoing rules, which apply mainly to 
itiuzrie-loadera, it will be seen, bow much safer arc 
brocch'loaclers > with tliem the entire charge can bo, 
withdrawn on entering a house or goUing into a 
wagon, and thoi e is absolutely no danger to fingers 
or timmb in the process of loading. And in carrying 
the weapon on long ti-arops in the woock, where it 
is frequently removed from boat to slioiiIdcT, from 
shoulder to boat, and from wagon to case, and when 
it has to bo ready at any instant, with the muzzle- 
loader the only possible precaution is to leave the 
nipples withont caps, which are to be carried in the 
vegt pochet, and must be resnaved after evoiy vain 
alarm; wlrile with the breech-loader, the charge 
itself is not inserted till needed. 

With these few suggestions, which are applicable 
not merely to the kIncU of sport treated of in this 
volume, blit to every species of shooting, we leave 
the young sportsmaii to hla own resources and to the 
knowledge that ho will acquire in the field, hoping 
that be may find something iulhem tliat will aid him 
to kill reasonably often the game he iwiuts at, and 
to avoid the dreadful misforlano of injuring a Mend 
or companion. 
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DIRECTION3 FOB BUILDING A BATTERY. 

A battery, oi- sink-boat o3 it is called in. some 
parts of the counti^, is a naiTow box ■with a plat¬ 
form wound it, 50 amnged that the "weight of the 
shooter will sink it so nearly lovd with the water 
that the dncks will not liotioe it when it is hiddoo 
among the stand of stools that are always anchored 
around it. The box is almost sqimro, narrowed a 
little on the bottom and at the foot, twenty-two. 
inches across at the head, eighteen at tho foot on the 
top, and four less on the bottom; tho two end pieces 
arc of one and a hall inch oat, tho sides of three- 
quarter inch white pine. It is fifteen inches deep, 
except at tlie Lead, which shoals np to six inches, 
beginning about two feet abaft the end. This ia 
done in wder to enable the sportsman, to look over 
the edge of the box without getting a cramp in Ids 
ueek, and besides to reduce the flotation of tho bat¬ 
tery ns much as possible, which ia a moat important 
thing to effect. Tlie narrowing of the bottom is for 
the same purpose of diminishing the buoyancy, for 
08 it has to be sunk to the lerol of the water if the 
weight of tho sportsman will not bring it dowm suf¬ 
ficiently, iron weights, or what is far preferable, 
iron decoys. Lave to be placed in it or on it, and 
weights in the box aro always in the way. 
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Two oak'carlings are cnt oat sis foot long, one 
and a qnarter inch, thick, and two and a half wide 
in the middle, tapering off to one and a qviartor at 
the ends, with a bow or spring of an inch from tlio 
center to the extremitias. ITailtbese firmly on each 
end on inch below the top of the box, and to them 
fasten tho platform, which is made of -planed stuiJ 
ten feet long, and to each end of which a batten is 
nailed as well as ashore additionalcarling in the 
middle, piojecting from the side of the box.. Fill 
in the head and foot of the phitfoinn with short 
pieces, so as tu make it compact, and take special 
care tu ]iave it fit tightly around the box. .Aa it is 
made of thme-cionTter inch stuff, there will bo Irffca 
quai-ter of an inch ull aroand the box to wliiqh, 
when the other work is done, a iiarrow piece of lead 
is nailed that can be raised tu keep out tho water in 
rough weather. Two boards, or what is better, two 
flumes covoi’ed with duck, ai'e hinged together by 
leather hinges. Those .are one foot wide each, and 
as longns tlic platfcam, and are hinged to it on both 
sides. A foot-piece made of two boai-ds is hinged 
to the foot in the same way. To the head it is cus¬ 
tomary, on Long Island, to fasten a fender of the 
width of tho battery and wings, and eighteen or 
twenty fcetlong. It is made of dack nailed to thin 
wooden slats, is tied on to the battery wlieii in use, 
and token off at other times. In othei" parts of the 
country it is costomary to dispense with the fender 
and substituto a head wing of tlunu boards hinged 
on nice the foot and dde wings. A single bo^rd, 
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fouiicon to sixteen inches wid^ can be used at the 
foot in place of the double foot wing. Sometimes 
an additional row of lead is put on abouttho middle 
of the platform as an additional breakwater. 

Tim bafclerj' is anchored at both ends. From the 
head of the fender a sort of bridle, a short rope tied 
into the two corners, is fastened at the center or 
bight to the anchor rope. A small grapnel or light 
anchor is used at the head, as it is imporlant that it 
should not drag, while at the stern, to a roi>c led 
tlirough a hole in the foot board, a stone is fastened. 
This is arranged in this way as it is occasionally 
necessary to haul it in and throw it out again on a 
change of wind. The entire surface of the battery, 
wings and all, is to be painted a dn1l bine, as near 
the color of tbe water as possible. Tlie necessary 
iron decoys, to bring the whole structure down to a 
level with the water, ai-o set upon the platform, and 
the stand of stools,, not less ihait a hundred and 
fifty, and double that numher is better, are placed 
around the battery, mostly at the foot and towards 
the left side if the shooter is right-handed. A bot¬ 
tom board of half-inch staff, Tvith hall-inch cleats 
under it, is put in the bottom of the bor lor tlio 
girnner to lie on, aiidall is ready for the cKeroisos to 
begin. A rink-box made on this plan will stand 
c^tritc f, heavy sea, but care must be exewised in tak¬ 
ing it up that the wind does not get under the len¬ 
der when it is being hauled aboard tho sailing vessel, 
that is ordinarily used in this kind of shooting, for 
if it does, and it is blowing at all hard, the fender. 
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box. platform and all irill be lifted out of Hi© Trai©r 
and tossed skyward "Wear dull-colored clothes, nev¬ 
er a red shirt, and a cap in battei'y sliootiug. Aud 
first and last, romemb^ neverto rise to shoot before 
tbo birds arc well into tbo lover jxirtion of the 
stools. More birds are lost by getting up too soon 
to shoot than from any other cause. 
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Tub following technical dcseriptioiu arc taken 
mainly from “ Girand’s Birds of Long Island,” a 
work tliot is now almost out of print, but whicli is 
more valuable to iho student of nature tbau some of 
its more pretentious rivals; and I have interpolated 
such' suggestions and made such aiterations as mv 
experieuce diotaied and the purposes of this work 
de^nouded. A disooorsc on the wild-foui of the 
iN'otthem States hardly seemed complete without 
such a description of ihenr as would enable the sports¬ 
man to distingnieh ouo from noother; and yet it was 
not within the puiwiew of a work intended for 
sportsmen, to devote much attention or many of its 
pages to ornithology. This is therefore coudensed 
into an Appendir, where it will not trouble the 
general reader, but will be easy of reference wben the 
information it contains is wanted. 

Thje Goose. 

Genu$ Awr, Briss, 

Generic XHslineiion $.—^In this class of birds, the 
bill is shorter than the head, rather higher than 
broad at the base; head small, compressed; neck 
long and slender; hodyfull; feet short, stout,mid 
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ceDtral, wbicli enables them to walk with ease; -iringa 
long; tail ehoTt, ronoded. 

'fHE Wju) Goose. 

Canada Goose. 

Anas Canadeasit, Wils. 

GAoroefer.—Length of bill from tbs corner 
of the month to the eud, two inches and tlives-sbr- 
tcenths; kmgtU of tavai, two'inchos and seTon- 
eighths; length fi-oni the point of the hill to the end 
of the tail, about forty inches; wing, eighteen; the 
head and gre.'itev portion of the neck hlack; checks 
and throat white. Adult with the head, gi-eaWv 
part of tijo neck, primaiies, rump, and tail, hlack; 
hack and wmgs hrown, margined with paler hvowa; 
lower part of the neck and under plumage, wLltuh- 
grey; flanks, darker- grey; cheeks and throat white, 
as are the nppev and under tail-coverts. The pin* 
inago of the femsdo rather duUej-. 

This bird is nowhere very ahuadant, but migrates 
across the 2 forthem States in their eutire breadth 
from ocean to ocean; it obeys the call well, and 
stools readily if the gunner is carefully coucealed. 
It is the latest in its toigratiuns of the wild-fowl. 

Toe BsAirr. 

Biuiucle .Gocse—Breot Goose. 

Anas Bemicia, Wlis. 

Specific Gfiaracier -.—^Bill bLnck; head and neck all 
ronnd black; a patdiOD the sides of tbo neck white; 
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ijppor pajtB broTTuisa-grey, the fcathera raargiiied 
with light grcyish-hrown; qnilla and primary coverts 
greyisU-blackj foro part of breast light browiiisli- 
grey, the ll-alhers terminally margfaied with greyish- 
w’hito; .abdomen and lo'vor tail-coverte wbito; sides 
grey; feathers rather broadly tipped with white. 
I.<cngth two feet 5 wing fonrtecn inches and a lialf. 
Female rather smaller. 

The bi'Mil is not fond of th c fresh lakes and streams, 
b\it piefers the ocean and its contiguous bays and 
lagoons; it is far more abundant along the sea-Coast 
than upon the westeni w.alcrs, and in facst I am not 
aware tliat I b.av6 ever killed one in the inland States. 
It responds to its peonlinr note, stools well, and is 
often killea in great numbers on the South Bay of 
Long Island. 


Tnir SwAK. 

Oernu Oygnui. Meyer. 

Generic I>istinctione .—Bill longer than the head, 
higher than broad at tho base, depressed and a little 
widened towards the end; upper mandible, rounded, 
with the dorsal line doping; lower mandible flat¬ 
tened, with the angle very long, and rather nari'ow; 
nostrils placed near the ridge; head of moderate 
size, oblong, comprised; neck Oxtremely long and 
slender; body very large, compact,' depressed; feet 
short, stont, placed a little behind the centre of the 
body; tarmshort; wingslong,broad; taiheryshoit, 
gv.idnatod. 
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The WnTTB SwAJir. 

American Swou. 
dygntt* Ammeantis, Aud 

Spse^ Characier. —^Hnmago, pui-e wMte; bill 
and feet black ^ length of the spedmat bejbi-e us, 
four ftet; Tring twaity-one and a half inches. 

Those rot^niiicent bii-ds, the most majestic of the 
gaine-bh'ds of our ooalinent, ai-c rarely shot to tie 
northward and eastward of Cbcsapci^e bay, but 
are much move abundant in the far West—even to 
and beyond tbe Rooky Moujitniiis. 

Fuesh-Waibr Pl'ces. 

Qenxa .lna«, Lino. 

GeneHc I>i 6 tincti 07 ts. —Bill higher than broad at 
tbe base, widening towards tbe end, and about the 
some loDgUi as the head; tlic upper mandiblowith a 
slight nsul at the end; nock latber long; body full; 
wings moderate, pointed jfeetshort, stont, and placed 
behind tbe centre of the body; walks with a wad¬ 
dling gait; hind toe famished with a narrow mem¬ 
brane. 


MatxaBo. 

Green Head, English Docki Qtey Duck (female), the 
Dock, tbe YRld I>i:ck. 

Anas Soselvis, Wile. 

Spedfia ChdraOer .—Speculum bright purple, re¬ 
flecting green, bordered with black; secondaries 
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broadly lippod with black; secondary ccfverls to- 
^v.irds tlidr orwls wWto, broadly tipped with black; 
.adult male with the entire head and ujipcv part of 
tlio neck bright green, wilh n tcwtonelics of red- 
cljslr-browii jxi.'Kmg from the forehead, on the occi¬ 
put; middle of tho neck with a white ring; the 
lower part of the jieck and breast reddish-brown, 
approaching to chocolate; fore part of the back light 
brown, rest of the back darker; rump black; upper 
tail ciivertfi greenisli-bfack; upper parts of the wings 
brown, intermixed with grey; breast, ades, flanks, 
and abdomen, grey, transversely barred with dusky; 
bill greenish-yellow; feetveddisli-orange; tail round¬ 
ed, consisling of axteen pointed feathers, nearly 
white; ei>ecidom -violet; length two feet, wing 
eleven inclics. 

Female smaller than tlic male; spccuhitn less bril¬ 
liant; general plumage brown; head and neck 
streaked with dnsky; the feathers on the back a-nd 
flanks mai-gincd -with while, with a central spot of 
brown on the outer wehs; bill black, oUauging to 
orange at the extremity. 

Tills bird is abundant both at tho "West and along 
the coast, but on the fresh water it freqaents the 
mad-hidcs and shallow marshc?, in eontradistlnotlon 
to the open watet-dneks that affect the broad un¬ 
broken stretolns of water. 



4'Zi APFSITDIX. 

Buck Bock. 
l>usky Dock. 

Anoi Obsatra, Wils. 

Gharaotir. — Gederal plumage dusky; 
speculum green. Teflectiog pntple, bordered with 
blaci; secondaries tipped irith wliito. Adult with 
tie forehead, crown, occiput, and middle space on 
tlie hind neck hrownish-blaok, tbe feathers slightly 
mm^ned mth greyuh-hrown; cheeks, loial spiioc, 
and tides of the neck dusky grey, streaked with 
black; tiimat reddish-brown; generid plumage dusky, 
lighter beneath; nnder wiDg covci'ts irhite 5 specu¬ 
lum brilliaot green; bill yclionish; feet reddish- 
oi-angc. Pemnle i-atiier smaller, plumage lighter, 
specnluia Jess brillumt. Length of niale about two 
feet 5 wing eleven inches. 

Theso ducks are killed equally in the fi-esh and 
salt waters; they come to the decoys warily. 

(lAnwatL. 

Welsh Drake, German Duck. 

Ar4a» Slreptra, Wlls. 

Speoifio ChcaxKier. —Speculum white; secondary 
coverts hlack; oijper wing-covorU chestnut red; 
general plumage dusky grey, waved 'witii white; 
abdomen white. Adult with the bill blulsh-hlack; 
Jiead and npper part of the neck grey, streaked with 
dusky—darkest oa the upper part of the bead, as 
well as tbe middle space on the liind neck; lower 
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iiect, upper part of the breast and fore part of the 
back blacldsh-broTxii, the feathers raavlccd ndtlt scuii- 
ciroitlav bands of -white, more distinctly on tho fore 
part of the neck and upper part of the breast; sides 
of the body pencilled with greyisb'\?Mte and dusky; 
lower part of the breast and abdomen white, tho 
latter barred wiUj dnsky towards tho vent; lower 
anij upper tail-eovevts aud sides of the rump green¬ 
ish-black ; tail greyish-brown, margined with white; 
hind part of the back dark bro»vn, faintly barred 
with white; primaries brown; secondaries greyish- 
brown, tapped with while; middle coverts reddish- 
brown ; a few of the outer sccoudaries broadly mar- 
gtncil with greenish-black; iunor scapiilai's brown, 
broadly margined with dull yellowish-brown; outer 
undulated with dark brown and yellowish-white; 
feet dull orange. Fenwlc two inches shorter; about 
fonr inches less in extent. Length twenty-one inohes 
nrtd a half; -wing eleven. 

This is an ngly duck, and not much esteemed by 
epicure or sportsman. 

"WiDaEOS. 

Bald-pste. 

Ana* Ama-icoTUt, Wila. 

Speeijio Charaeter.—^xW short, the color light 
greyish-bine; speculnih green, bandod with black; 
under wing-coverts white. Adult male with ihc 
loral space, ^es of the bead below the eye, upper 
part of the neck and throat, brownish-white, spotted 
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mtli blacQc; a broad band of vMte, comoienolDg at 
the base of the tipper mandible, passing over the 
crown 5 bebind the eye, a broad band of light 
green, extending backwards on the hind neck about 
three inches; the feather's on the Dai>e rather long; 
lower neck and sides of tlw breast, with a portion 
of the upper- part of the br east, reddish-brown; rest 
of the lower parts, white, oxcepdiig a ixitcL of black 
at the base of the tail; under tail-coverts some 
color; flanks brown, barred with dusky; tdl grey- 
ish-brown, tipped vnth white; two middle feathers 
darker aud longest; upper tail-coverts white, 
barred with dusky; lower part of the hind-neck 
and fore part of the back undulated 171111 brownish 
aud light broivnisli-red, bind part nndutated with 
greyish-white; primaries brown; outer webs of 
iiiuer secondaries black, margined with white—in* 
ner webs greyish-brown; secondary coverts white 
tipped with black; speculum brilliant green, ibtmcd 
by the middle secondaries. XiehgUi twenty-one 
inches, wing ten and a half Female smaller, plu¬ 
mage duller, withont the green markings. 

This dock is much prized along the sea-coast, but 
at the West he holds an inferior rank. 

PonrAU. 

Sprig-toE—Pigeon-tail—Qrey-Duok. 

Anar Acuta, Wila. 

Spe^fio Character .—^Bill long and narrow, lead 
color; at the tip a spot of blaok, at the corner of 
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the niontii a spot of similar color; neck loug tuid 
slender; s^eeiiluDi bright purple, with roflecUng 
deep green bordered with black; the feathers 
broadly tipped with white; tail loug and pointed. 
Adult malo with head, cheeks, tliroat, upper parts 
of the neck id front and sides, dark brovm; ahand 
of light purple behind the eye, extending about 
three inches on the sides of the acek; on the hind 
neck a bund of black, with greeu reflections, lading 
as it extends on the back—a band of white com- 
mencing between the two Ibrmer, passing down 
the ucok on the lower part of the fore neck; breast 
andfoi'e part of the abdomen white, tinged with 
pale yellow—^hind part of the abdomen and vent 
greyish-white tinged with yellow, and marked with 
tmdalated lines of brown or dusky; at the base of 
the tail a patch of black; under •tail-covei-ts black, 
margined with whitish; two middle feathers black, 
with green reflections, narrow, and about three 
inches longer than the rest, which are rather long 
and tapering; upper tail-oovetta ash-grey, margined 
with ycllowifih-white, with a central streak of 
dusky. ■RnnipgreyiBh-hrowTi, marked with undnlat- 
iiig lines of white; iddcs of the mmp cream color; 
sides of the body, back, and mdes of iho breast, 
marked with uiidulaticg linos of black and white. 
Primwies brown ; shafts browuish-white, darker at 
their tips; secondaries and scapulars black, with 
greeu reflections, the former marked with grey, 
which is the color of tho greater part of the outer 
web, the latter msi^inod with white; speculum 
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bright purple, with Eplendid green refioedoos edged 
with blac^ the feathers broadly tipped with white. 
Length twonty-mne ioebes, mng eleven. Female 
with the upper port of the bead and bind neelc daib 
brown, streaked with dus^; sides of tUo tbi’oat Mid 
fore neck lighter; a few toaclies of rust color ou 
die ohu) and on the base of the bill. Upper plu¬ 
mage brown, the feathers mar^ned and tipped 
with brownish-white; lower plumage brownish- 
white, mottled with brown 5 epcoulum lees exten- 
t^e, and wlthont the lengthened tall feathers so 
conspicuous in the male. 

This duck is more abundant in the neighl^othcod 
of the great lakes than along tho margin of the 
ccoan; in epicoroan (qualities it ranks with the 
black duck. 

Woon-DocK. 

SQBimer-DacL 
J.nas ^ensa, Ajid 

Speei/te Oharacter.—^\i(t pendant ci-est, the 
throat, upper portion of tho fore neck, and bands 
on the mdes of the ueck white, with the speculum 
bine, glossed with green and tipped with white. 
Adult male with the bill blight red at the base, the 
ades yellow; between the nostrils a black spot 
reaching ne.arly to the black, hooked nail; the head 
is lumi^ed with long dlkon ieathors, which fall 
gi-acefully over the hind necl^ in certain lights 
mchIbitiDg all the colors of the rainbow; a narrow 
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white Une from the base of the upper mandible, 
paasmg orer the eye; a broader band of the same 
color behind the eye, both bande muigliog with the 
long feathers on the oecipnt? threat and upper 
portion of the fore neeb pure white, a baud of the 
same color inclining towards the eye; a similar band 
on the sides of the nect, nearly meeting on the 
nape} lower portion of the nedcreddUh-purple, tho 
fore part marted with triangular spots of wUto; 
breast and abdomen dull white; sides of the body 
yellowish-grey, undulated with hloch; the .feathers 
towards the ends markod with ahroatl band ofhlaoK, 
Bnoccedod by ahand of white; tips black; tail and 
upper tail-coverts greenish-hlact; lower tail-cot'eits 
brown; sides of the rump dnlt reddish-pnrplo; 
lump, back, and middle portions of the bind nock, 
dark reddish-brown, tinged with green; a broad 
white hand before tlte wings, terminating u-ith 
black; lesser wing-coverte and primaries brown, 
most of the latter with a portion of their outer 
webs silvery white; the Inner webs glossed irith 
green towards the ends; secondaries tipped with 
white; their irehs blue, glossed with green; the 
inner webs brown, their crowns violet-hlne; sccou- 
darias black. 

Female, upper part of-the head dusky, glossed 
with green; sides of the head, upper portion of the 
sides of the neck, with the nape, greylsh-hrowu; a 
white patch behind the eye ; throat white, the 
bands ou the sides of the neck fmntly developed; 
fore part and sides of the neck, with the sides of the 
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body, yellowiah-browD, marked with grcjish-brow^n; 
breast and abdomen wMte, the former spotted witli 
brown; lower tJul-ooTalB gveylsli-wbite, mottled 
with brown; tafl and upper tail-coverts dark bvowu, 
glossed .with green; rump, back, and hhid ueok, 
dork brown, glossed with giecn and purple; bill 
dusky, feet dnil green. The ci'ost less than that 
of the male, and plain dull brown. Length ttreuty 
inches; wing eight inches and a half. 

This is .in extremely befnrtifol duck, but of mode¬ 
rate dze; it is rare on the sea-coast, but absolutely 
swarms during tlie month of September among the 
lily-pads of the Westem swamps. Fed upon the 
berry of this plant, called at the South cMncapln, it 
becomes lat and deliciously tender. It does not 
pay much attention to decoys. 

Giwtm-Wikgbi) Tbal. 

^na». 

Ana$ Craceoy Wile. 

^60^ Character .—Bill black, short, and nar¬ 
row ; the outer webs of the first five secondaries 
black, tipped with white; the next five plain rich 
green, forming the spccnlnm; sceondary coverts 
tipped with p-ale reddish-bnfli Adult male with a 
dusky bund at the base of the bil], of which color is 
the throat; a fiiiot whtto band under the eye; upper 
p.'trt of the neck, sides of the head, and the crown, 
chestnut brorvn; a broadband of bright green com¬ 
mencing behind the eye, pas&iog down on the nape, 
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where it is separated by the terminal porfciou of the 
crest, which is darh blue; lower part of the hind 
nedc, a small ttpacc on the fore ncch^ and the sides 
of the body, undulated with lines of black and 
white; loww portion of the fore neck and upper 
part of the breast reddish-brown, distinctly marked 
with round q»ots of bromndi-black; abdomen yel- 
lowisb-wUte, faintly undulated with dosky; a patch 
of black nnder the tail; outer tuilfealhcrs bu^ in- 
nor white, with a large spot of black on the inner 
wobe; tail brown, margined with whitish, the outer 
feathers greonishblaek; upper parts brown, faintly 
undulated with black and white, on the fore part <k 
the back; outer scnpulais similar, with a portion of 
their outer webs bhvck; lesser wiug-coverta brown- 
ash; greater coverts tipped with rcddishcream; 
thefirst fivesecondaiies velvety-black; the next five 
bright green, forming the speculum, which Is 
bounded above by pale reddidi-bnfT, and on each 
side by deep black; before the wing a transverse, 
broad white band. 

Female smaller; head, and neck streaked with 
browBish-wbite aiid dusky, darker on the upper 
part of the head; lower parts reddish-brown, the 
feathers mai-giued vrfth dusky, upper parts dusky- 
brown, the feathers marked and spotted with pale 
reddish-white, without the chestnnt red and. the 
green on the head; the black patch is wanting, as is 
the white b-ond before the wings, the conspicuous 
spot on the wings is less ettendve. Its short and 
narrow bill is at all times a strong specific character; 
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length fifteen indies; •wing seven inches and a 
bdf. 

This is an excellent little duck, too confidbg for its 
own security, bnt capable of saving itself by great 
rapidity of flight. It is greatly attracted by decoys, 
and will generally alight among Iheiu if permitted. 

BLVE-WnruED Teal. 

Ams Dimort, Wife. 

CftaraclcTi —bluish-black and long in 
proportion with tho other dimensions of this species; 
smaller vring-ooverts light-blue; speculum purplish- 
green. Adult mate with tho upper part of the head 
black; a brotad band of white on tho rides of the 
head; before tho oyo margined with bl.aek; rest part 
ofthobend, and upper part ofthenoefc groyish-browti, 
with parple reflections on the hind neck; chin blade; 
lower parts redclisli-brown 5 lower part of the fore 
neck and rides of lh« body spotted with blackish- 
brown; breast .and abdomen barred with the same 
color; lower tail-coverts blackish-brown ; tail brown, 
margined vrith palor, the feathers pointed, a patch 
of white on the sides of the vamp: back brownish- 
block, glossed wi(h green; the feathers on the fore 
pMTt of the back and lower poi Hoii of the hind neck 
margined with yellowish-wHte; primaries brown; 
inner wobs of tiie secondaries same color; outer 
vanes dark green, which form the speculum; second¬ 
ary ooverts brown, the outer broadly tipped with 
white, tbe inner tipped with blae; teitials dark- 
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groen, with central niarltings of deep buff; feet dull 
yellow. 

Fcmalo without the wliite patch pn the sides of 
tho head; throat white; lower parts grejnsh-brotru, 
the feathers spotted with darker; upper parts 
hlaokish-bi'own, the featliera margined with bluish- 
white and pale buff; smaller -wing^coverts blue; 
spconlum gi-oen; secondary coverts the same as 
those- of tlio male; length fourteen inohes, wing 
seven icebe? and a half. 

This spedes greatly resembles the last. 

Spooimiti,. 

SkoyeHer. 

Anas C'4'j3«aia, 'W’ils. 

Speei/io CAaivct^r .—Bill hrownish-blaek, about 
three inclien in length, near the end k ia more than 
twiofi as broad as it ia n.t tho base; much rounded 
and closely pectinated, the sko of the upxier nnndi* 
bio at the base having tho appeaTTiiico of a fine- 
toothed comb. Adult male with the head and the 
neck for abont half itslenglh gloasy green, with purple 
reflcatioQs; lower pai-t of tho neck and upper part 
of the breast wiiite; rest of the lowov plumage deep 
choainut-brown, excapting tho lowei” tail-oovcrts and 
a band across the vent, whioh is black, soioc of the 
feathers partly green; flanks browuiish-yollow iron- 
cilled with black and blaekish-browu; inner second- 
orics dark green with tonnbial spot of white; oulcr 
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secondaries lighter green; primaries dark brown, 
their shafts white, with du^)r lips; lesser wing- 
coverts light bine; ^ecnlum golden-green; rump 
and upper tail-coTorts greenish-black, a patch of 
white at the sides of the rump; tail dark brown, the 
feathers pointed, hvoadly edged with •white, of 
which color arc the inner wohs of the tlu'ee outer 
feathers. 

Female with the ctowti dusky; upper ploiaiage 
blackish-brown, the fouthei-s edged with reddish- 
brown ; breast yeilowish-wbite, mni'ked with eemi- 
(arcnlar spots of white. Yonng male with similar 
markings on the breast; length twentj inohes and 
a half, •wing ten. 

SGa-DncE. 

Germ Fxiigvia. 

Generic IHsttTuaiene.—'hi this class the head is 
rather larger, neck rather shorter and thicker, than 
in tJje preceding genus (Anas), plumage more dense, 
feet stronger, and the hind toe with a broad ap¬ 
pendage, which is the priuoipal distinction. , 

CaMTAS-B^cc;. 

FuUfpda FaZisrifria, Wils. 

Bptdfic CAoroeta’.—Bill black, the length about 
three inclies, and voiyhighat the base; fore part of 
the head and tlio tiibat dusky; irides deep rod; 
breast brownish-black. Adult male with the fore- 
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ticdd, Ion'll sp.iee, throat, and upper part of the head 
dtisky; sides of the head, ueelc all round for nearly 
the outire length, ix'ddlsli>ch6stnut; lou'or neck, 
fore part of the breast and hack black; rest oftho 
back tvhife, clostdy inaried with uniliilating lines 
of black; rump and upper tail-coverts blackish; 
wiug-coveits grey, speckled nith blackish; prima¬ 
ries and sccoDdnries light slate color; tail short, the 
feathers pointed; lower part of tho breast and ab¬ 
domen white; flanks same color, finely pencilled 
with dusky; lower tail-coverts blackish-brown, in¬ 
termixed with white; length twenty-two inches, 
iviug uiuc and a cinartcx. 

Fttinaie, upper pacts greyish-browu ; neck, sides, 
and abdomen the same; upper part of tlio breast 
brown; belly white, j>en<aUo<l wiih blaekiali; rather 
smaller tb.tn tlie male, with the crown blaukUh- 
brown. 

This is without cjneslion the finest duct that flies, 
as it istlie largest audgamest; it is abundant late in 
the season, bnt wai7. 

11ei>-Uead. 

FitliipilA Fmaa, tTila. 

Sp^dUc CVi<B'<icIer.—Bill bluish, towards tho end 
black, and about two inidies and a quarter long; 
irides yellowisij-red. Adult male with, head, whioli 
is ratlsw large, aud the upper part of tho neck 
all round, dark reddish chestnut, brightest on the 
hind neck j lower part of the neck, exfiencUng on the 
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■back and tipper part of the breast, black; abdomen 
wbite, darker towarfls the vent, where it is barred 
with tindulatbig lines of dosky; flanks grey, closely 
barredwitli black; scapnlars the same; primaries 
bvownish-gi-oy; secoudavies Jiglitor; back greyish- 
brown, barred with fine lines of white; vuirtp and 
npper tail ooverte blackish-brown ; tail feathers 
grejisli-brown, lighter at the base; lower tail-coverts 
browuish-black, rather lighter than the upper; length 
twenty inches; wing nine aod a half. Female about 
two inehes smaller, with the bead, neck, breast, 
and general color of the upper parts brown; darker 
on the upper part of the head, lighter on the back 5 
bin, legs, and feet, riinilsir to those of the male. 

Tins duck, as it is scarcely distinguishable from 
the ennvns-back, and has ma'miy the same habits, is 
bnt little inferior to that incomparable bird. 

Bkoau-Bill. 

Blue Bill. Scaup, Black Head, lUfl Buck. 

FiiUgvla Manta, Linn. 

Specula Character .—^The head and neck all round, 
wjlh the foro p.art of the breast nuAforo part of back, 
black; the sides uf the head and the sides and hind 
pai-t of the ncek dark green, reflecting parple; length 
of bill, when measured along the gap, two inclio aud 
five-sixteenths; length of tarei one inch and three- 
eighths ; length from the point of the bill to the cud 
of the tail nineteen inches; wing c-igbt inches and 
five-eighths; a broad white band crossing tho secon- 
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Uarios andcontinacs on tlio inner primaries. Adult 
mak witli l)ic finvhead, crown, throat, and upper 
part of tlio fore iicck l>rownislj-bIiick; sides of the 
hendf nt'ctjandliindncpk, dark green; losver portion 
of the neck all round, with the upper port of the 
breast, i>iiq)lish-l>iack; rest- of the lowor parts white, 
uiidnlaieil with black towards the vent; under tuil- 
corerts Uaokislibrown ; tiiilshort, duk brown, mar¬ 
gined and Tipped with lighter brown; upper tail- 
coverts and rump blackish-brown j mil die of the back 
undulated will! black and white; fore pari black; 
u iiig.s brown, darker at the base and tipsj speculnm 
white, formed "by the band crossing the secondaries 
and inner primaries; scapulars andiaDor secondaries 
iindxdated witli black and wlute; secondary covert-s 
blackish-brown, nndulated with white. I’emalewith 
a broad patch of wiiite on the forehead; bead, neck, 
andfore jxivt of tliebreast umber brown; upper parte 
blackish-browJi; abdomen and lower portions of 
breast white; sc-apulars faintly marked with white. 

IVlllSTLEn. 

Golden Eye, GreatHcad. 

FaVgiJa Chnffuh, lana 

aptclfic Character. —Bid black, liigh at the base, 
u here there U quite abirge spot of white; head oma- 
ineiitcd with a 'bcaufifiil crest, and feathers more 
than an iuch long and loose; iusides yellow; the 
entire head and upper pait of the neck Jich glossy- 
green, with purple i-efleciions, more particularly so 
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on the throat and fovchcadj rest o? the neck, •with 
the entire plumage, white; sides of the rump and 
vent dusky grey 5 tail greyish-hi’own; back and 
•wings brownish-black—a largo patch of wiritc on the 
latter, foruiedby the laigei- portion of the seconda¬ 
ries and the ups of its cov»jrts; legs reddish-orange. 
Length twen'fcy inches; ifiog nine Inches- Female 
head and upper part of the ncok dull brown 5 wings 
dusky ; lower parts white, as ai^e six of the seoouda- 
i-icB and their corerts; tho tips of the latter dusky. 
About three inches smaller than the male. 

Dirrna. 

Butter Ball, BufiVt-Headed Duck, Spirit Duck. 

FuHjvla Albcokt, Lieu. 

Specific Character .—Bill blue, from the comer of 
the mouth to the cud about one inch and a half, tho 
sides rounded, narrowed totrards the point; head 
thickly crested, a patch behind the oyc aud a baud 
on the Avings white. Adnlt uiole with the plumage 
of tho head aud neck thick, aud long forchoad; loral 
qiacc and hind neck rich glossy gi-ocn, chauging 
into purple on the crownandsidoaof the head; from 
the eye backwards over the head a b-iaagwLr patch 
of white; tho entire breast aud sides of tho body 
pure white; abdomen dusky white; tiul 1 oauded, 
grcyisb-biowii; ttppci- tail-coverts- lighter; under 
tail-eo'verls soiled white; back and wiuga black, •with 
a patch of white on the latter. Female upper plu¬ 
mage sooty-brown, with a band of white on the sides 
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rtf iho ; o«(i,*r wcTis of a fijw of t l»c Kvooiularios 
same color; lower pan of llic fori* neck asli-c:olov; 
l»re:»n ami aljilomeii soilod wliite; tail iValliora 
ralUer ilarker tluiti tho.so <>1* the male. 3Iale fouitecoi 
ami a lull' iiidies long; winjr si.t inches and tlirce- 
fcoirths. Female rather .'iinaller. 

Tin: dipper is quite plcntilhl everywhere in the 
Xorthent Sta1i-«, Imt not much valued. 

Ol.I> ll’lFE. 

S:jutS Socliicriy, Old rffpiaw, Long-Tinled Duck. 

Fiiliffvla GUiciuiif, Linn. 

SjKefJt'^ C/i'vavtvr .—Length of bill, IVom the tet^ 
juinatiou of the fiamllet feathers to the point, one 
i'leh ami l.•Ilt■•sisteont^l—the npper Jiiandlhlo roiinclccl; 
the shlvs Yi'i-y thin; the bill inther deeply serrated, 
aii'l funji4ietl with ft long nnil; tail feathers acute. 
In the ninU* the Jiu-ldlc pair of tail feathei'S luc 
extended about ibtu' iiu-hos lioyond the next longest, 
nliieh character is wanting nich the female. Adult 
malo with the hill black .at the base; anterior to the 
nostril n'lldlsh-ornnge, >vHh a dusky Hue margining 
tlie nail; fore part of the head white, the same color 
passing over the bead down the bind neck on the 
back; eyes dark red; cheeks and loral space duaky- 
whitc, with a few tcmchea of 3 -fllowisii-bi'owii; a 
black patch on tliu Bides of the neck terminating in 
rcsbliBh-browD; fovo jjock vbite; breast brewnisli- 
black, terminating in an oiud form on the abdomeu 
—the latter white; flanks bluisli-white; primaries 
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dark brown; secoudariesEghter brown, their covcits 
black; a serniwoolai- band of black on the foro part 
of the back; the enter two tail feathers wMte—the 
rest marked with brown, excepting the four* acu- 
iniuatetl feathers, wbidi are blaokisli-brown, llio 
middle pair extending sereinl inches beyond the 
others. Female without the long scapulars or elon¬ 
gated tail feathura; bill duskygi'oou; head dark, 
greyish-brown—a patch of greyish-white on the 
sides of the neck; crown blackish; opi>er parts dark 
greyisli-bi'O'vn ; lower parts white. Length of male 
from the point of the bill to the cod of the elongated 
tail festhere tiventy-tlirec inches; wing eight inches 
and five-eightbs. Female about six inches less in 
length. 

This bii-d is abimdant .along the coast, but is 
generally tough and fishy. 

MrjtOAXSEU. 

Q$Mt Hergus, liim. 

Generic DUtinctioni. —BUI straight, higher than 
broad at base; much smaller tou'ards the end; upper 
mandible hooked; teeth sharp; head rather laige, 
compressed; body rather loug, depressed; pluruage 
very thick; feet placed far behind; wings moderate, 
acute; tml short, rounded. 
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Siuset-Dbake. 

Goosander "Wcaasr. 
jLfiMjtmwep, VTila. 

Specie OfioracUv .—^Forehead low; head roiindod, 
oi-osted; hill hi-igbl; red, the ridge black, high at 
baeo; nppec mandible much hooked. Adult male 
with tlje head and upper part of the neek greenish- 
black 5 lower porLiou of the neck white; under 
plumage light buff, delioatoly tinged witli rosc-color, 
which fades after death; rides of the nitu[» grejiah- 
wbite, marked with undulating linos of dusky; fore 
part of the back a<id inner scapiiku-s glossy black; 
bind part of the back asb-grey; the feathers margined 
and tipped \rith greyish-white, lighter on the rump; 
npper tail-coverts grey, the feathers marked with 
central streaks of dusky; tail feathers darker; pri¬ 
maries dark brown; tving ooverts and sccondtuics 
white, the enter webs of the latter edged with 
black; the basal part of the greater coverts black, 
fomiug a coDspIcnous band on the wings; under 
tril-corerts white, outer webs marked with dusky 
grey, which is tho color of the greater part of the 
web; bill and feet bright red. ‘ Pomale with the head 
and upper part of tho neck reddish-brown; thi-oat 
.and lower neck in front white; breast and abdomen 
deeply tinged with buff; upper parts and sides of 
the body aslvgrey; speculum white. Length of 
male, twenty-seven inches; wing, ten and a half. 
Female about three inebea smaller. Toang like the 
female. 
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E«iiibll»b4'<l <B 1S42> 

Tilfi Best anfl Clicfipest AEricnitiira! Jcnrnal iii tlis faria. 

TBioiB.'n'McIi inidiiOepn><t.-iga 2 in!;Pi>!<{ b; Iho rahllatius: ;icc &nuuin, 

innitvauco; Sappice fer &1 ; 4 coincafiir CSi 3 CPi/^iral'iii oil; Qc<j|iUik for $i j 
Vco}>l»tortC! ]DoriDorucopI(a,oiilf Sl«n^- Siogln^amlMn, Uceuia. 
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iofi'ilinr wiUi spucuil (iuiiDtlaicuU l<ir Ut-mmu eaUivutors, prc;xiru4 by wric«r« 
trained forUie woti:. Ternia aumensfoe tliu “Auurkan AsikultucL^t ' 

BOOKS POE FAEMEES AND OTHEES, 

Si’nd im cunlrliir niirnr .vlifmd^amclyiniirliMi’il nctldiweH|il(ve Cntulngua 
ol Bouk» CD r.ll brauebes ct Apiculture, nnrrieullurc. Archllucliiru, cdc. All 
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Send fire centr for onr new and elegantly golteu oji SrotrTsw.vM’s Coh- 
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boneu, ringir, civ., dc. 
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